CROSSING OF THE VIRE RIVER
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Interviews with Brig. General George Shea, Arty. Comdr. and ILt.
Colonel James R. Winn, Executive Officer Corps Arty.

A. Best use of L2 Chemical Mortars by this Corps has been in firing in
conjunction with artillery preparations and rolling barrages. For example: The
crossing of the VIRE River at AIRE on 7 July by a Battalion of 30th Division.

The river was 75 to 80 feet wide and well defended by elements of 17 SS Division.

Corps and Division Artillery worked out fire plan before the attack., All
located enemy strong points in buildings were knocked dowm by 8 inch Howitzers
day before the attack. This left debris but eleminated overhead protection. -

In accordance with the plan of fire Corps Artillery opened fire on hostile
. batteries, known or definitely suspected, one hour before time of attack. Twenty
minutes before attack Corps and Division Artillery and 92nd Chemical Battalion
moved fire close to front line and pounded all known or suspected enemy installat-
ions. Mortar fire was extremely effective, At H=hour Corps Artillery resumed
counterbattery fire. The Division Artillery including the 92nd Chemical Battal-
ion mortars went into a rolling barrage keeping 300 yards in front of the infantry
with their mortar fire, This fire was delivered on a time schedule and lifted
in 100 yard jumps each five minutes. As a signal to the following infantry, 12
rounds mortar and lj rounds per Battalion FA of white phosphorous werg fired in
last volley on each successive line, -

When limit of range of mortars was reached they ceased fire and Division
Artillery fired as called for by advance troops.

Mortars of the 92nd Chemical BaBtalion™have also been used in repelling
counter attacks, and as massed fires where desired. They have official credit
for destruction of four tanks. ’

AIBERT H, PEYTON
Colonel, Inf,
Observer
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CRUSSING THE VIRE RIVER

]

Interviews with Lt. Col. Renald Le V. Mariin CO 92nd Chemical Bn.
and Major Carl M. Wissinger Executive Officer 92nd Chemical Bn.,

Example. #1

Crossing over VIRE River just north of ATRE on July 7, 19k by one battalion
117th Inf. 30th Division with mission to establish a bridge head.

The 92nd Chemical Bn. under artillery control was in position LOO yards back
of L.D. and joined artillery in preparation, from H-15 to H=5 which was fired on
opposite bank at range of approximately 1000 yards. It then 1ifted its fire 300
yards and laid a controlled barrage from H-hour to H plus LO on time schedules
One round per gun was fired each 30 seconds. As,shown by overlay the area of ad-
vance had 9 phase lines or barrage lines. The time schedule required five minutes
fire on each of the 9 lines., The firing was done in accordance with the plan and
the infantry followed closely. As a marker to the following infantry, one WP per
platoon was fired at the end of firing on each phase line. For additional control
one forward observer advanced with each assault company. He was in radio commun—
ication with his company FDC.

Upon reaching first objective (near 9th phase line) just short of crest of a
hill the infantry reorganized. When it was ready to resume the advance, about 1%
hours later, they called through their own artillery for the second part of the
mobar barrage. The second part of the barrage was fired on time schedule exactly
1i?{e the first part except rate of fire was one round per gun each minute. The
infantry advanced closely behind the barrage and secured their objective, involv—
ing an advance of about 2000 yards, with relatively light casualties.

The first part of the barrage was fired during darkness as it started at 0430,
When the attack started it was contemplated that it woulid go straight ahead,bub
after reorganizing the attack moved off at about 30° to the right. No plan had
been prepared for barrage fire in this direction but data was prepared, and the Bn
changed its fire to the new area and delivered on schedule.

It is interesting to note that this was the first mission fired by this battal-
ion in combat. '

AIBERT H., PEYTON
00101131, Inf,
QObserver
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