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SUBJZ0T:  Resume of (ner ns for the Month of
TG :  The Adjutant General, War Department,
October 1, l;hh, Tound the 117th Infantry Reziment well siithin the Ge
homeland, its troops entrenched along a line facing the Siegfried Line., The
enemy was inown to be feverishly bolsterin~ its defense, Additional tank ditches
foxnoles and other cbstacles were being‘erected. With great tenacity the foe was

resisting all attempts to probe its strength., A Fifth Corvs penstratisn of the

Line was throvm back; Seventh Corps progress, to tne Bast, was rereatedly counter-

attacic, FPrisoners of War stated that the German High (ommand intended to hold
the Iine for the winter in order to protect the important industrial cities of %r.
the Eninc and Runr Valley. C
)
0n 2 Cctobaer 1Ly, the 117th Infant“" Jumped off o smash its way through -,
these formidable barriers. The plan of attack called for an assavlt in colum of ji_
battalions with the First Battalion, under Lieutenant Colonel Robert E, Frankleand, i
/—\\:,
leading the assault. For several cays prior tnereto, the First Rattalion had :3
engaged in an intensive period of training in the tactics that would be involved, e
fidaled by casuzlities in tne Normandy campaign there was but one enlisted man !
left with any flauwe throwing experience., ?
The First Battalion of the 117th Infantry inaugurated the attack at 1100, \b

2 October 1y, after an ineffective air bombardment., "38% and “C" Companies

provided the leading slexents for the push which had to be made over open and

flat terrain tnat was easily observable to the enemy. The Jurm “dver was the

first major obstacle, Its descending slopes were shelled continuously by the
.

enemy, Cur ovm nortar and artillsry fire had little effect upon the concrete

and steel structure owever, by the use or cirect fire wmapons the emorasures

\were viidensd ané the foe was orevented from manning its guns thersin by c,rcﬁntr ated
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fire fron rifles and machine guns. Using improvised "duckooardsh U troops

crogsec the jurm River despite the heavy mortar, artillery and smal) nrms fire

leveled against tiem., A1l of the strong points in the enemy defeon:in gystem were

aesvroyed in short order. By nightfall of the first day the battalion objective

)

was secure, A strong daiensive position was established as the iyt Battalion
then dug iIn to prepare for an anticipated counterattacic,

The Second Battalion of the 117th Infantry followed the Pirst Rattalion in
.the initial attack by 1000 yards. "=" Company went forward in an areca to the Left
of the leauiny battalion and captured the bridge site on the main road between
Liarienberg and Palenberg., The other two rifle companies of the Second Battalion
passed through the First Battalion and seigzed some ground North of the two slag
dumps in the City of Palenberg. "i' Compay took the town of Harienverg in a
hand to hand encounter, The First Flatoon secur:d the bridge site while the

Secont and Third Flatoons swung across the river and cestrovzd two large pili-

bores and several machine gun vositions on the Zast Side of the Ziver peuar the
railroac tracks. The 105th Engineers completed the bridge for heavy traffic
vwithin four hours,.

In the meantime "G and "F* Companies of the 1i7th Infentry were advancing
in the gone of the ¥irst Battalion. Thcy attacked throuzh 1t and helped clean

cut the tovm of larienberg and the huge plllboxes that were blocking AN Company.

: a cefonsive position at

0

et Company wade its gy Norta of ralgnoberg and assume
the pottom of a nizn ricze thal was occupied by tne ensmy. MGH Comzany removed

the remaining hostile forces from the City of Falenberg and coatinued to the
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factory district Zast of the town. Luring taz niznt a strong counterattack was
repallec, The ensuy made ceterminec attiupts to wipe out ths bridschead across
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the Sfarn Adver, in the lorthern 3ector, vdth mortar, artillsry, "noholwerfert
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ceinsd and succcssfully wmrcsd of I every thrast oy the Loz to dislodie them.
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Tae follovwing da& the two battalions consolidated their vositicns.

#7 Company renewed the attack but was w.acie to make much headviay because
of its unfavorable position. "G" Company went on to clean out the factory
uistrict. A4 great deal of small aras fire was beinz received from the Rimburg
Castie Area, which was holding up the auvince in the Central Sector, The tom
of Ubach ~ag captured by the Third 3attalion. simburg Castle was not taken
n, On 4 October 194li, the enemy launched a stronz countoer-
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attacik azainst "F" Coxpany, vhich was renulsed in close fizhting, with heavy
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The Thirl Bavtplion of the 117tn Inifantry supported thz other battalions
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in th: initial attack, with mortor fire, and was neld in readiness against the

14

tareat of counterattack. On 2 October 19:k, "IV Company crossed the briage
spanning the Wurm Iiver to sescure the Rignt flank of the First Battalion. On
3 October L uii, it completed the clearance of Palenbsrg, Th:s Third Battalion
also sustained an agressive counter thrust the night of October 3rd;.and threw
back two enesy blows reinforced with tanks, infantry and artillery. ‘Tre Third
attalion moved thru the First Battalion and captured Upbach and together with
the First Battalion, led the assault on Alsdorf.

In crossing the Wurm Hiver, small crzs, morter and artillery fire vas
encountered by the troops. The encmy's defense in this area was made coth from
within pillooxes and from field fortifications protecting tnem. Houses vere used
as strong points., Lnemy fire was voluminous throughout the period and mine ficlds
effectively laid.

On 4 Qctober 19LlL, the 117th Infantry continued the attack to Southeast.
It seiged its objective and protected the Left flank of the Division Line,

Enemy resistance was still stiff. A number of counterattacxs were launched in
an attempt to restore its former positicns and to knock out our bridges spanning
the River. Snmoke was used and the heaviest artillery concentrations tazt the

troops had ever received. Bitter house to house fighting was encountered in all

towns,
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On 5 October 19.il, ‘the enemy threw an even heavier volume of artillery
against the troops. A mine development of brick houses and buildings proved
to be a difficult strong point. MNevertheless, the Regiment continued its
acvance, recduced adaiticnal pillboxes and continued into the enemy stronghold.

JWiith all objectives attained, the Heziment consolidatcd and strengthened
its positions. Counterattiacis were being constantly fouzht off. Cn 7 UOctober
194y, the First and Third Battalions attacked South. They advanced approximately
5000 yards to gain taeir objective by Noon. The Second Battalion of the 117th
Infantry was being held in reserve and on tne alfternoon of October 7th, it moved
to the Right to establish contact with the 119th Infantry which was lagging
behind., In the day's fighting 471 Prisoners of War were taken; most of thenm
by the Third Battalion of the 117th Infantry,

On 8 October 19uli, the foe made its most determined effort to break through
our forces., Two battalions of infantry, with tventy assault guns and seven tanks
endeavored to retzike Alsdorf. The hostile force came in on the Left flank of the
Regiment and reached the town of Alsdorf. Reserves were called for but by the
time they had arrived the First and Third Battalions had driven the ensmy back.
The next day, the Second Battalion pushea on to Schaufenberg, The town was
captured after a mild house to house encounter anc the position hnld. The
troops now fortificd themselves for an active cefense of ine Alscorf-Schaufenberg
Sector,

On 16 Qctober 1$ik, "E" Company of the 117th Infantry, with one platoon of
A" Company and supported by "K' Company of the 120th Infantry, on the Right, was
detailed to seiz: the Railroad in lariadorf, as a diversionary fcint, The attack
Was accomvanied by the use of smoxe, mortar and artillery fire, It drew a violent
eneny reaction in the form of unprececented mortar and artillery fire., Iires came
from battery and battalion concentrations in calibres from 75mm to 210mm or
larger. This considerable amount of artillery fire was diverted from the main

attack of the 119th Infantry to the South. Tith the enemy frantically




—="Concentrating its forces against this tarust by our men, the elements of

the 119th Infantry succeeced in closing the gap that provided its only avenue
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took over the lines of the Second Battalion. By 020500 MNovembeor 1544, it is
b

to assume the resgonsibtility for the defense of the sector for several

days.

n acdition to protecting the brcach nade in the Siegiried Line the

117th Infantry segiment constituted an important sezment of t Ancrlcan
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forces cincircling the tovm of Aachen. Its Secoad Battalion E;a'nn:,n*:i— town

as

of Scheufenber. , Gormany, nad macce the deepest penetration of the German honme-

land up to that time,

Durinz the operations in the Month of October the 117th Infantry cap tured
over 1200 Prisoners and large quantitigs of enemy weapons, ammmnitidn and other
equipnent,

Yor the Commanding Cfficer:

Cabu@*n, ll?tn Inf,
Adjutant




