_ Armmouncement lay 7 that Germany % O l\/ \l __r\! P N\ J 0
had signed complete surrender 3 S E R ' i o ‘ ' Y

terms was accepted caluly by 3Cth

persornel who already hnd *urncd T‘ 7 1‘-_- I3
from fighting to duties asgociated ! \‘) TH [:l_ t
with rdlitary governrent, 3 L5, ¥
The hercic accomplichments of
the 30th roviowed here are tho | '
doeds of not one, bui of all com= l 1
ponents, assigned and attached to | f
the Division, ’
The 30th takes its nick-namo,
"Gld Hickory", from Prosident
Andrew Jnckson, who in the war of
1812 successfully led troops from L
Ternessee and the Carolinas.
The red and blue shoulder
patch is a combination of the o
initial letters of 0ld HickoIry, >
the 4 encircled by the 0. The
tmiple ¥ on the cross bar of the H
is the Roman nureral for 30
Wearers of the 01d Hickory
patch, those who had a port in
bidlding tiic prestige 1Y enjoys and
those battle tested newccmers Tho

have slready mnde illustrious their PN -
forrer units, are deterviined thot = SO INFANTRY DiVISICON
the traditions inspiring the 30th's e L o

progruss shnll be madnbained, - sl e 74 £
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Voterans of the 30th Infantry
Avision and welcoue nercomers sall
for the United States in August with
v just pride in Old Hickory's Lril-
liant action against the lermang in
“ive campaigns from Normardy to the
hgsian linl-up along the Elbe.

The Division's enviable record
egon in Vorld lior I vhen it pars
icipated in three victorious Allicd
rives in Francc—-the Ypres-Lys and
iommc offcnsives and the smashing
3£ the Hindenburg Linc, Vhen its
cmbers recturncd to the Unitved
states for demobilization in lay,
919,they had carncd more than half !
»f the British deccorations given to
imerican troops and 12 of the 70
edals of Honor cwarded by the
‘nited States Congress.

Tiith this background of cffect-
iveness in combat, the 30th retained
its identity as a National Guard
mit during peace years and s
recalled into federal scrvice Sep-
tember 16, 19L0 at Fort Jacikson,
3.Cs As activated for liorld ligr I
t Camp Sevier, Crecenville, S,Cs,
uly 18, 1917,the division was again
amed by Southerners irom the
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Corolinas,Tennessee and Georgine

Follovdng preliminagry training
~t Fort Jockson, the Division parte
izipated dn Second Awry naneuvers
in Tennescee in June, 1941, and in
October and liovember of that year
took mart in the First Arrmy's naneu=
vers--the largest pe~ce~tine naoneu-
vers held in the United Stoves.

loging its troined personnel to
newly formed units, the 3Cth started
its struggle of rebuilding in Octo-
ber, 1942, ot Comp Blonding, Flae
rith personnel from all parts of the
nation, At the saone time, llajor
General Ieland S, Hobbs,vwho now com=
monds Old Hickory and cormaonded it
throughout its Europecn campaigns,
took command,

Completely trained in fundamen-—
tals and discipline during the next
11 nonths,the 30th performed exceop—
tionally well in the Second Arny
naneuvers in Tennessee in September—
October 1943. It wms selected for
early action in corbot and was
transferred to Canp Atterbury,
Indisnayto prepare for overseas
shipment,

The Division arrived in the Uni-
ted Kingdom in February,19l), after
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stoging at Camp Iffles Standish, 1ass,s
and sniling from the Fosten Perdt of
Exbapleation o February 12,

2utting finishing touches to
corbat ftrainins with tho Pirst U. S,
Ayvar =n Tn 1d, the 30%h launched
ite Sirst ohtack 39 World Tar T in
Normandy on Juize 15, 19hh-~ 1 plus
Y=—afler its firet vaits had come
ashore at Omaha Bepch o D plug L.

In sniner-infested nedgerow coun-
trir, the 20this baptisn of firc cane
in the Isigny arsa whcre it drove a !
sovbbern Gorman enewv - be ond the
Vire Biver ~nd Vire ot Teute Canal,
Ther: v danrerous nirkily vatrold,
it probad his rositieons in prepara-
tion for tho assanlt ernseing of the
Yire Niver where on July 7 it started |
the push sowth out of tlie Cherbourg |
peninsals, '

Syossin

& of the Vire et dowm
ond the Vire ¢t Tavve Cozal at 1300

the sire Cay wmre rasterinlly oxe-
cavicd, o The praperstory st llory

barrage Left the Germang stiancd

in thoir foxboles sl wade the

inftinl q€varce poamible, Lowever,
panzer trcons were brotzhit in to |
plug the gap thus crented aid in

the suceoeding daye other elite
parzer and parachute troops counter-

! oattaciced vwith the mission of sciz-

ing Isigny. Nevertheless, 01d
Hicleowymen ground their way steadi~

1y ahoud,

. The hedgerow to hedgerow "slug-
ging match! against dug=-in German
infroeren snd tanks continued

Cuntil the 20ta captured high ground

overloocicre 2%. Lo, France, wiile
the 20k Infantry Division went
into that important railrcad conter
to corrlete desirnetion of this
stronmpoint,

Having proved itself among the
veteran divisions of the First
U.D. irmv. she 30th, vdth the Lth
and 9th Infantry Divisions, was
selected to spearhend the great
operation decignated as 'Cobra'l,
This i3 now lzown as the St, 1o
Breockchrovgh wricn opened the gate
for tha armored divisions and per-
witied thar w0 f£an out on their
drive up througl. Northern France.

Heavy ond mediom bombders, at-
tenpting to pulverize the German
position in front of the 30th,
dropped somc ofstheir bombs short



and mony casualties occurred among
the assaulting uwnits, Despite this
grect difficulty, reorganization
vas effected and the sttack pushed
on successfully,

The armor having driven through,
the 30th continued south to Tessy
sur Vire to secure the gatewny ond
then on August 6, speeded by truck
south to the liortain-St, Eanrthelry
arean .
: 'E‘:,lo.ng over positions that had
been mormed by the reinforced First
Infrntry Division, the 30th fcm?d
itself; vwithout warning, engaged in
a struggic far exigstence agoinst
four Gerrinn panzer divisions.

: During threc doys and three
fiights of wvicious figliting the
30th not only fought the Cerrman
Sttack to a standstill but beas it
back after !mocking out many of the
Gernan tonks and lilling rmndreﬂsl
of attackers, i

The 30th's losses vwere heavy |
too.

Cormenting on the action
immediclely aftemisrd, Gonercl Yobbs
gaic: Wl wron ¥ ever be in a tighuer
spot and survive 8 2 divisicn."
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This action, the Germans later
admitied, was their main effort to
apecd through the Iortain-

St. Barthelny road network to the
sea at Avrenches and thercby cut
commmication between the First U,S,
army and the newly committed Third
Ue S Army, The failurc of their
attack, the Germans said, marked
the turning point in the Vlestern
el > :
It was during this struggle thot
~ roinforced battalion vas isolated
on a rugeed hilllopn, meagerly sup-
plied with food dropred by airplane
anfl mecicine fired by srtillery.The
battolion vms rescucd after holding
ovt for six doys agrinst obscrved .
Germen fire and surrender demonds,

Compared writh the exhaustive
fighting it hed engaged-in to that
date,the 30th's pursuit of the Ger-
mens eastinrd and nortlurard through
liorthern France into Belgiun and
Holland sras something of a "breather™,

There were fights all along the
way as Germans node skilliul use of
delaying tactics, but the misery of
the fighting was relicved by the
Joyifvl demonstrations of the newly
liberated in such freneh towms as
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fvreux and Iouviers, Pontoilse (Just
across the Seine River), Peronne
and Cambrai,

The 30th, the first Allied Iin-
tantry divisicn %o enter Belgiwnm,
September 2, after a prececdent-
breaking motor march, continued into
Yolland, liberating Maastricht, and
then prepared to reduce the
Siegfried Iine,

The atteck on the Siegfried Iine
started October 2, and continued for
twro weeks, to establish the bridge-
head in what was claimed by the |
Germans to be thalr "impenctreble
West Vall", '

There the 30th troops, thmwugh
the greatest concentration of artil-
lery and mortar fire taey had met
in their six months of combat,
storned the bunkers and established
2 fo?thold ﬁin Germany,

rpong e tougher assipnments
for 30th In.fantryr%en was the smashing
of the Slecfried Iine in this heovily
nonned sector and then linking up
i th the 3t Infart ry Division to
Bree the collapse of fiachen, first
sreat German city to fall,

Strengthening its positions, the

8

30th prepared for further penetra-
tion of the CGerman industrial sec-
tor and on November 16, participated
in what %XIX Corps officers described
as "the perfect infantry attn~ck",

This drive to the Foer river
was characterized by magnificent
tearmork, with one Reer Vallegy tomn
after another falling to the 01d
Hiclorymen and the defenders com-
pletely baffled by the expert and
surprise tactics,
| That drive continuned until 30th
Itroops were emplaced along the Roer
iriver, south of Julich, amwaiting
~md preparing for their next big
task, that of crossing the river and
advancing into the Rhineland,

The CGorman drive into Belgium
on Deccmbar 16 gave the 30th a new
and nnexrocted mission,

ilerted for action in a new
scctor shortly before noon on De-
cemver 17, the Division wns en route
a few hours later and, after a )6~
mile march, advance elcments were
reducing the Geruan spearhead at
Stavelot, BDelgiun,

Lt Stavwelot, Stoumont, La Gleize

and linlnedy, the 30th skillfully
g



halted the northern expansion of the
Belgian sclient, thwarted the Plan
for storming Licye, and doorad the
ambitious schome to regain much of
the territory the Allies hag

talen in a half year of bitter
fighting,

Old Hickory iraeops gained
control along their wide scetor of" |
the bulze with sensationsl spend
arid, in the gavepge fighting agrinet
the 1st S8 Panger Division (AdoLf
Hitler) that raged from December 18
until Docembor 2h, dc stroyed the
fighting ability of that alite
portion of the Goruon (a5 g oy 0

Trking » defensive stand at
Stavelot after driving the Germang
out, Old Hickorymen slaughtorad
thousands of soldiors and !moske?
oul scorcs of tenl's and vehicleg
advanced by the Gormans in deter-
mined atiempts to reoren-the
Stavolot road networic for their use,

Othar troops of the 30th fought
and beat 88 men into rotreat near
Malmody and Stoumont, agein taliing
heavy toll of their personnel znd
armor,

At Lo Gleize on Decombor 2l, the

i

Division closed in to capture 170
German wehicles including 39 tanks,

‘gix of them Tigersy 70 holitracks,

33 self~propelied guns ana 30 other
vehicles, k

The Germon radio ond capbured
gernan prisoners nick-named the
30th, "Rooseveltls S5S troensh,
explainingy, "the 30th is gliroys
throom in where the going is the
roughecsi! y _

Havix;% noterially aided din

“stopning the German offensive, the

30th stood by in the IT::lr.lady-_
Stavalot sector to owait stabili-
zotion of the situations

On Jonaoxy 13, it storted the
task of retrking from the Gernmans
that portion of 3elgium they had
mastered in their holiday grab,

Phrowan snowr sometines up bo
their armpits ond over rugged
| terrnin——rocded hills that gave the
ldng=in deferdors great adventoges—-—
| the 20on troons inched forviard, and
after 10 dyes durinz vhich they
suffored slariang battle and non=
battle comenltics. tools the high
gromd overlooking Ste Vith and
‘drove the rermonits of the Gernan
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attackers into their ho:ielnnd.

For the fight in the Ardonnes
the 30th had boen transfsreed to
the First U. S. Ay from the
Hinth U, 8, Arag vidth walch it had
beer scrving since Ogfober 22,

With its job iz the bulge

ompleted irn a commendrble nanher,
the 30th retumed en February 3 to
the Nanth U. &. Aruy and sanrc,t'ly
prepared for the JOb thal had been
interrupted a month aand a half
earliae,

In what lecomed ag 15 most
difficvlt river crossing operation,
the 30th stormed across the floodad
Noer River south ¢f Juiirh, Gorany,
eariy ‘the momming of Febxrbary 23,

capitalizad upon the almnsl com-—
plete surprisec it had effected,
made the utnost use of Umanufac—
tured fogi and fovght northeast—
weord alrost to Imsscldorf on the
R]ﬁ.l"LOe

Durine this drive o the Rhine
the Corman recistance varicd withl
the ‘epirit of the individaal
commanders, Lore Flrria{jﬂ'? Zough
fanatically until they were lu.lla.,fl,
others yielded, hom.ng, little

12 '

fight, The wveteran 30th Infantry-

nen, as always, took advantage of

the bresks wiierc ther oc*u""'ad
thon the 30th was secrelly

. pulied ont of the 1.ine -md moved

back to the wicinibtr of Ichg,
Holisnd, whorc iroops started
practiciag on the laas Rivery it
didn't take exmert puessers to
figure out what was o conie next.

Troining with the Navy and the
Tngineers  the deughboys confident-
ly contemplated the job tliey had——
spenragading, “hico regimnus a-
brent, the assanlt of the awe-
insuring Rhine Hver,.

Then n jisrch 2Ly, the 30th's
foriovs bastle velerans stormed

across the imrressive Rhine barrior
ir th. prertest amphibious operntion

siree the ssgpult of the Normandy
begelies, ’ .
‘%r_pshjng across the river in

st-‘rr; and assat boats, the 0ld
Higloi-uen fought through the
mtrnn 35t doferises Gemuany covld

prepers aid opeuned the way for the
vonid -advanes to the Elbe river, It

vwas a Jdecisive blow in ending the
European war.
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'The 30th erossed the 1146 foct

of Rhine water in threc nlzecs south

of llescly execubing the gigwmtic
nancuver so cxpertly that there srore
very feir casunlties,.

For five days the 30th fought
against organized defenses, ond its
old enemy, the 116th Panzer Division
which was rushed from Holland,across
the front of the British Second Arry
ond cormrditted on a narroiwr front
before the Old Hickoryrien,

loteorized April 1 as part of an
infontry-ormor tean, cormposed of
the 2nd Armored Division on the
nerth and later the 83rd Infantry
Division on the south, the 30th,
taliing the center sector, storted
o speedy advance torrard its objec—
tive, believed at that time to be
Beriin,

Iiseting voerying degrees of rew
sistance, ranging from occasional
sniper fire to stubborn fighting
ot scastered strong points, the
0ld Hickorymen often racing past
thousands of houses flying white
flags captured nore thon 2l,000
prisoners ond four large CGernan
cities before halting on the Ilbe

1

river and linking up there with the
Russians who jrere attacking from
the east.

The 30th's last great fight
west of the Elbe river mas in the
battered city of llagdeburg, home
of iiajor Gonernl urt Dittmar,
official German militory spokesman
vho surrcndered to riflomen out-
posting the river banlk,

Specding and fighting to
Pagdeburg, the Infentrymen had
captured the historic Detmold,
dcend of battles writh the Romans

n the year 9 AD, inveded Homeln,
the fdry tole tom mode world
famoua by the Piel Piper legond,
and forccd the fall of Brounschwreig,
tho great annulacsurding city,
prounseinrely wns gtormed by
30th Division troops sfter a dra-
mntic couference betuecn lajor
General Hobbs and Mnjor General
Yarl Veith, German commander of the
trocps defonding that city,
{failed to produce an unconditional
surrender,

Linlmp wrth the Russians was
f£inally nade on lay 5 by Old
Hickorymen,
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