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&ri*ived at Stavelot at 0400, 18 Decemver 19kl Picked up Major Solis and ,.

Lt Pehovic from Battalion Heddquarbers. Compsny; snd ohe- platoon of TD parked on road on |
outskirts of Stavelo’o, while Major Solis, Lt Pehovic and myself wen't. mto town to-get g
the situation from the Engineer Company that was in the town at the time. They had a .

road ljloc.k across the river on "c.he.h':l.ll and i'-b had ‘been fired on and the men retre"ated II
back into tomn. I sat up gur OP 4n the Engineer Bm_'l.ding near the bridge, A% W3O I ¢
sent, the 2nd platoon and one section of TD!'s along Route #4 to the lef-t. to occupy the

thg:_neer-'-s .road block. T sent tha 3rd platoon at the same time along Route -# -to the ,
right to establish a road block at the road aunct:i.on. The 1st platoon pos:.t;ons around i
the CP for internal security. The- Antitank platoon and TD platoon and TD platoon less :
one ‘section of guns, was held in reserve to be used as the situation warranted. i X
At 0500 t.he 2nd and 3rd platoons enga ged the enem;{ in i'orce on the viay .

to their object.lves, and were forced to m‘l:-txiraw back across- the br:u.dga with a Ioss e,f'l

2 tracks of the 2nd platoon and some of their nersoml. The 1st platoon ‘was sen'b o

take u:p posi’t‘.:i.ons near the bridge to cover the ﬁthdrawal of the 2nd and 3rd pla’ooona. :
" A% 0600 the CP moved to the square by the church. The 2nd platoon was witbdrm and
put in reserve and the lst platoon occuplad positmns on the right side of the ;t;iﬁ m_‘
the brldge and the 3rd platoon-went mto position on- “the left side of the road_ ma.x: ‘khs
bridge. One AT gun was disuatcheﬁ to the brzdge for antitank protectn.on the ‘TD pla‘toexx
on the roacl near the covering the road lead:Lng from the river up the h:i.ll on -
the other side, _ g _ ‘ - "3 _ ‘
" On or about 0800 two tanks were ‘reported by the 2nd platoon moving daﬂh s
Rbu‘bé #4. The TD platoon engaged the enemy and knocked out one of them. The other
tank contmued to the bridge where it was taken unde‘r fire by s/ Sgt Irvine ﬂa.th a ~
bazooka And ‘t.he tank continued across the brldge where it came under d:l_rect i’ire oi‘ tha.

AT gtm m’a‘nned by Sgt Smd‘hh and. Pfc Taylor. They fired Doint. blank at the tank,. Tha ta.mk:‘
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the gun. At 0900 we radiced for reinforcements but we received 1o reply. At 0930
the OP withdrew to the high gréund along route #3 and Hajor Solis gave the order to ~
eﬁacuate the tovm. MNine tracks left at that time. Some of the men were pinned down
near the -brid;ge and Lt. Evans was killed, Lbt, Wheelwright organized I'th'e remaining
men andwﬁ:bhdrew up the street to the square where he passed through a group of men .
-orgaiai_z-ed by Lt. Pehoviec to hold until the rest of the. men cofild be evacuated. L,
Doughterdy continued to fire at the tanks until a tank entered the street occup:.edby _‘ 2R
' his gun and took himunder divect fire. I'ordered him to withdraw. Some of his men

Jjoined mine and we mounted up, in two- trucks and eva:cua“hed the town. Heinforcemen‘bs
arrived at 1230, Company A", 526th Armd Inf Bn moved forward to high ground morth of
the town at i230,| to act as flank protection for the ll?:bh Inf. We were. reliEV‘ed “at :

1700 and placed in mobile reserve. Bivouacked at the crossroads north of S‘bavél.ot. at - ‘
1730. Drew rations and ammunition from- 'bhe 11?1‘-1’1 Inf, The following day, 19 Dec hl;,

N

we moved back to the high ground Northwest of town. Lt Wheeimght had organized fthe

" ‘remaining men into’' a platoons  and he was nlacad -:Ln ccmnna.nd of the platoon. At 1700, : -
the company moved into t.he line to. fill the gap behveen A and C Company of the lst Bia, ReY ‘
]_'!.T‘t-h Inf, Established CP on high ground 1 1/2 miles north of Stavelot at 1730, Hoved“

'. OF back 2 miles of Stavelot at 0?00, 20 Dec Lli. ' Attached to lst Bn, ]_'L?'hh Inf, ‘Lb~ :

Pehovic left the. CP for Battalion Headqaarters at 1105, 20 Dec lk. Relieved frm 1ine
at 1115, 20 Dec hh returned to bivouac area at 1210, Issued rations and aamumtion, 3

. filled mussette bags with one blanket for each man. Issued entreqc]ﬁ.ng shovels and «
returned to the line at 1300, 20 Dec bl Established OP on high grownd 1/ mile rorth :
of Stavelot, north of railroad, . Received ra‘laiéns;, ammunition, and gas a.t. 1400. Y

" Company went in‘bo defensive posz.t:z.on in support of Company C, lst Bn, ll?th Ini‘ Uhder

‘artillery and ‘mortar fire. 21 Dec L)y still in support of Company Cy lst Bn, J_'L?th Ini‘. X
Weather~loudy and snow. MNorale-good. 22Dec Ll on line with Company A, 1lst Bn, 117th -

inf, Under artillery and mortar fire, morale-good; weather—cloudy:  Two officers’
and 103 En attached to 120th Inf b Malmedy and Stavelot, Lt. Wheelwright and Pfo . i
Thompson and Pfc West blew up a foot bridge under _er_aem;'? fire. 23 Dec bl Gompa:v on lina

. with Corpany A, lst Bn, 117%h Inf under enemy mortar and artillery fire, Snipérs still =
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in the town and enemy plane strafed the town at 1600. - Morale-good, weather—fair and
cold. 24 Dec Lli Company in line with Gom;;aa.ny A, 1st Bn, 117th Inf and repelled “two

enemy counterattacks. Enemy pla.nes apneared today and our own air force out in strength
Ffeatlzef-clear and cold, morale—good. Us Adr Force bombed Malmedy and Capt Mitchell, '
1st Sgt Lowry, Pfc Moenik, and Pvt Schottlaender were cut off by a bomb crater and had
to spend the night at Service Company, $26th Armd Inf Bn. 25 Dec )y Service Company,

526th Arind Inf Bn sent turkey sandwichés, coffee and cranberry sauce to the men on ‘the

line. Morale—good, weather-—cold and clear, 26 Dec l;l;. Company still on the line of

defense with Company A, 1st Bn, lthh Inf, S A:Lr Force bombed Stavelot. One casualtj;','_
Pvt Shureck, minor wound in thigh. Orgamization gretty well accounted for now and up 3
to the present has lost 2 halftracks, 16 EM Wounded, 3 EM missing in action, I officer " :

~and i EMf killed in ackion ' _ Ty

2‘ 5’ P - 7‘—4'7.44 29:,%,5{%
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HEADQUARTERS
526TH ARMDRED INFANTRY BATTALION
AP0, 655, U. S. ARMY

25 January 1945

Capt. Franklin Ferriss,
Hiﬂtorian, AIU.SI’
XIX Corps, U. S. Army

Dear Capt. Ferriss;

In checking my records I find that this Battalion with attached
Co "Aw, 825th T.D. Bn., arrived in Malmedy on lbnday morning 18 December
194); at approximately $2@@ hours and set up defensive positions
immediately on the S., SE, and SW outskirts of the city.

It had been my understanding that this force was the first combat
unit to arrive in HMalmedy and was also the impression of the rest of the
staff. However, on investigation T find that Co upt, 99th Inf. Bn.
(Force Melvin) did arrive at 2. This company occupied positions
around our roadblock #3 which was also covered by one platoon of our
attached ™'s. Qfficers and men of this TD Company state that when
they went into position they saw nothing of Baker Company of the 99th
and did not see them until later in the morming, I have been unable o
find the exact time that B - 99th went into position, but from all
indications it was after we had. Naturally, I can't be positive of this.

In the case of the six men with the AT gun squad their full names
and serial numbers are as follows:

McCullum, Lilliard B., Pfc 35700539
Follenbeck, Donald E., Cpl 39695978
Buchanan, Dallas N., Pvt 39463193
Higgins, James Les Pvt 3901]1885
Fragier, Francis H., Jr, PVt 391463289
Bicker, Ralph G., Pvh 39911648

All these men are from Co "BM, this Battalion,

I sincerely hope this clears up the matter for you and if in the
future I can be of any more help please fegl free to call on me,

Yours very truly,

B, BATTSON
Majoyy Infantry
S5-3
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HEADQUAITERS
B26TI ARIDTFD INFANTRY BATTALROH
;‘-.P.DI 655’_1 Uq S, "I’M

25 Jemuary 1945

Capt, Ffranwiin Perriss,
Hiatﬂm, AoUtSt:
XX Corps,; Us S Axamy

Deas Oapt. Ferriss;

In checldng 1y records I find that this Batlalicon with atlached
Co "a", £25%h T,D. Bi., arrived in Malmody on ibndsy morning 18 December
194l a% approximately P hours and seb wp defensive poaitions
immediately on the J., 8B, and S oubskivts of the city.

It had been ny understending that this force wes the first combat
unit to arrive in M2lwedy and wos also ihe impression of the rest of the
Staff, Fowever; on imvesbtigatdon I fiud that Co “B, 99th Inf, Bn.
(Force Melvin) did arrive ol 2h@d, This compuny occupied positions
arcund our roadBlock #3 shich was also covered Ly one platoon of owr
attached TDise. Ofificers axi men of this TP Coupany stote that when
they went indo position they saw molidng of Baker Compay of the 99th
and did not see them uniil latexr ia the mrainge I have been unsble to
fird the exect time that B - 29th weni inte position, but from all
indentions it wus after we had. Hatwredly, I contt be positive of this.

In the cage of Lhe sl rmen with the AT gun squad thedir full nomes

and serizl mumbars e 28 follors: 4
leCwllum, Iilliard Be, pfe 357005
liollenbeck, Dunsld Bay Cpl 3969597
Hlugins, Jales les Pve 390431885
Fragiery Froncis Hes drp PVt 33%
Bleker, Ralph Ua, Pt 39

AZ1 these men are from (o vH¢, ithds Battullone

1 sincerely hope this clears up the matter for you and if in the
future I can be of any uore help please fedl fres o call on me,

Youwrs very truly,

Y E, BATDON
Hajor, Infautry
5-3
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Headguarters,
526tn Armored Infantry Battalion,
AJP.0. 655, U, 5. Army.

Dear Captain Ferriss:

Your letter ceme in while I wes away &nd this is my first
orportunity to answer,

The distance which you requested the informetion about was
42 kilometers., The location at the time orders were received was
Harze which is 3 miles South of Aywaille on N 15, The companies
were scattered over @ large area, Company "B" was about 8
kilometers fromethe Battalion C.P, All companies were several
miles apart at the time, each one in a chateau by themselves.
Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company were together,

I'm very sorry that this is so late in reaching you and
hope you haven't been inconvenienced by the delay, If there
is any other informetion I can give you don't hesitate to ask,

Sincerely,

« BATTSON
6th A, I. Bn.
S -5

Ma jor

DECLASSIFIED 34
a1 A PRSI
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. _ HEADQUARTERS -
11117TH ENGINEER COMBAT CGROUP
- APO 230 .

2 January 1945

-

. SUBJECT: Certificate of Gircumstances Involving EM of the 526th AJI.B.
T0 3 'Commanding Officer, 526th A. I. B., APG- 655, Ak R
1. This is to certify that the following named enlisted mén of Co "BY, 526 A.I.B.,:

did engage the enemy, who far outnumbered them, on the 181230 Dec, 194k, under the
circumstances narrated here: ) {is '

" 'a. Name N Rank  ASN - Present Status -
e " . Settlemeyer T/Sgb Returned to organigzation
! Smith, Albert 8/sgt 34082797 @~ ™ X n ;
BEvin, E. G. T/5 39329120 © - u o »
Burdine, E. R. - . Pfc . 35139106 " , -
Isaacsy Boyle Prt 3579843 & .. @ 5 X
_ Surdo, d. Ha Prt. 39288375 R "

B - McCollum -+ Killed in action
Hollenbeck . g f D
Buchanan ; . -

Higgins : . oE ] -n
Frazier s R = Missing in action
Biclker . o ) n '

b. On 18 Dec. 19Lli, the above named enlisted men-did establish a. road block"
consisting of a string of mines and one (1) 57 mm gun in the vicinity of TROLS PONTS; -
BELGIUM. An enemy armored column was reported as approaching-on N~23. from STAVEIOT, .

Ej:b approximately 1230 the first tanks approached and were stoppd by, Frazier and Bicker |
pulling a string of mines in front of the lead tank. Although there were eight?(8)
tanks visible, the above named enlisted men showed no panic and manned the 57 mm with
the E:sult of the %yead tank being disabled ahd possibly the second onee;d A djt.lz;ect- hit

.-on the. gun manned McCollum, Hollenbeck, Buchanan and Higgins resulted in the gun
being disabled and t'?le gun creW killed. The remainder Of these enlisted men escaped
and joined elements of #his—mit assisting in operations against the enemy for the m xb

- few days. . :
- W Sgn € d}’- , i

J : ROBERT N. JEWETT,

CEp‘E’_aﬂJl, GEQ ' )

AL f¢7 %
rouE
g, A4S

'l
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DEFENSE OF SPA GAS DUMP : " N
(12 Jem 25) | (

ist LT WALTER R BUTDS, JR T

Ty
On Monday, 18 Deceuber 44, Hq co, m'bh Us Ang Group,
received orders fx‘om Col LW S . Love, A:mored Soetion,

..I_-'I

First US Army, to take up defensiva posi'bicms muth of the -
gas dump in the vicinity of Spa and provide a radio security ".._'..':"f'?
net for First Army.' The cqmpa.ny had Itevex_'l 'bge:; in ac'tion- ' -
_ mitiamr threo bompe;;y officers ﬁem 1{::. charge: Capt |
Olaf W christolpheraon, ce- 1lst Lt Wa lter R But'ts, rad.‘l.o net -
E offxcer, and 24 L‘t Donald Hiles, in eharga of the assault guna-l _
Equipment consia-‘l;ed of. five half—tracks and three a.ssau:l.t guna
The half'braeka had -bheir regular crews,m each oonsist:lng o a,

driver, an aSsista.nt driver, and three radio menﬁ

: :mit:l.al reconnaissance of four proposad. -oesitions was ', -“
carried out by the three oi‘ficers in the maming and it uaa
e'v'idant that addi'l:ional d.‘ﬁ.cers were needed. Capt Chris'tolphar-
son and Lt But'bs returned %o Spa and. First Armyjasim:ed two

additional officers,” Capt Jomm L. Fellom; and Gapt Janes W Gﬁooleyi*i

(The men had moved to their positions about 1000, The
/¥ 2o .

in'icers returned %o the positians at €530, -

Positiena of the four read blecka follow:

1. North of Francorchamps at road junction vssoa'r.' TWe.
d.efénsgs- included three assault guns and one balf track, Lt

Miles was in charge of this block.



Butts = 2

_:L'n cl:mrge. ' R _ o
= , 3. At road :!‘tmc'bion 6'?90'?1.. One half*'_:braokﬁ Lt Bu‘i'-'ﬁﬁ S
was in char’ge. This was the block at which the agtion to be - i
descri‘bed 'l'.eok place.’ - .
4;_'4 on a hill above Btgmnt and just to the éou‘bh'of’&hif 3
owa_‘t‘." ‘Gapt Gooley was in charge and had one half-track,' :
‘One radle was at Spa to act as net control.’

i Bafora; the oBriSets vetumed from Spay at 068D, the i
! ° ab road 'b'loé;c three saw fhreg“?—dﬂ-"i fly over the v:a:.'ley_to
ﬁ:j 7f‘" the south, and then saw Germm anti~airéraft in the vil ley i
ﬁ?, -ﬂ«..-e} open up on the planes, knnek]dng dowmn 'Bm of .them.' - This ma':lili" % |
ot § A1 A vieinity of Houlin & Ray - Tills was tho fived indication

~ that the bmmy were :l.n._thi_a vic_:l.ni’gy. Lt B‘u'hts md the other =
\ officers believed tha'ﬁathe enemy was a eonsiderable distance :
avay, and that the blooks were simply security measures agdust
individusl enemy troops who might Infiltrate behind the 11::5&
= The enemy, however, was coming up the vdley in foree,'l
ap-narently ‘searching for a weak -::u:d.:rl'.fi mm
~ Apparently he had no k:now!lhdge o the exis'l:ame of the g8 |
dnmp in the Spa area, ‘bemaa ha never nnda asarioua at'bempt
to br eak thrangh_t}aere. One eclmm was aent agaimt Lb But :

& position and was ariveﬁ away. Later, another e@lum wasg sent

against capt Gooley's posi'!'.iam- The fight here was a mueh a5
- larger aotifqn, and again was driven baek.' \ e *‘

J N f i
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- - 4,000,000 gallons of gascline were stroed there; and the eouthernuost

7

group, however, rested in what might have happened rather that in w hat

The significence of the emall action fought by 4 Butts little

actu'al_ly did happen. =

Lt Butts' road block wes located on the southern edge of w hat is

8aid to have been the largest gasolire dump-on the contiment. A leaat '

_stacks were actually south of the roed block. And for a short period,

- 1000 ‘Monday 18 l)'e@embér to 1600 Tuesdey, 19 December, the men on this ~ °

block were the dmp‘ s only defenders. The ten-mimute action ﬁnght by tm e
men mey have sued #i1idoni of gelicne of gasoline. _ LR
At the end of the pericd, the 301;1: In.f Diviaion cems 1n with tanks, -

end reinforcements continuad to arr:l.re until a d;viaion was 1n poui.tion

between the dump and the enemy.’ From Monday through Thursday, truckers

hanled the "gaa back to a sefer ﬁla“éé. workix:gé 24 hours a day.

;{m _ 3
At @300 Monday, I.t Bu'l;ts z-eturned to the road block, and the poai.td.on %
S

of the track was changed‘ There - m no immediate evidence of the enemy in

o

the vie :I.nity.

Thet night about 2030,  the men bagan hearing tax‘:k-' engines tuminé omr

i, =in thP valley. and an imdiate attempt was mde to obte.in re:l.ni’oroomenta.

At 2100, a'gasoline compeny which was \nrking in the dump sert out 16 men,

in a 2i'-ton truek to help outpost . Patrols were sent out. and the roads

wsre outpostqd. It was very foggy end there was praetically no naibility. ok

3

.nbout midnight. Col love cam to the road bloek. and it Butts aslmd ror g
maditional support. About OLCO, the 110th Ash Bn sent in two 90-mm guns .
end four miltiple 50-mm AA guns. A Capt . Rivers was in charge -

> 2= e . - ; 3

s




n Butts = 4

of the @etachment, but left the defensémm of the crossroeds to Lt Butts while.
he took charge of the guns themselves.

The guns were set up in tke following menner:

- ; -':\ - ’j‘

.-.:_ - f W

. - : { e 1

. i - o 0

s E’!‘b'_‘" o B ) / . ; I-.',J?
M=l ﬂ P r .

— el 1
e 3
e

= - Asuquua :'_

6@ Mulhiple &’b

= Reqpiaf-s’d iR
Gm'\@’lumn “\ f r
reached § CEr Ry
pdine % R
l.\! . I. s g ]

@7 Orrechien Hool'n ‘ %;\ é—NORu"-‘OUT‘ '
‘l, Du Rey ’
Lt Butte says, 'It was ai.mply a caae of uweating out the night. _I'e
couldn't see anything, but we could hgar the tenks every now ai then. ie.
just waited for something to happen, and thank §od. nothing did.” - :

About 1030 Tuesdey morming, 19 December, Col Love returned, One of '~

his reconnaissence men had reported a tank tc the south of the roadblock.

Cour to a hill overlooking'Borgomonﬁ. They saw an enamy tank (type tm.lm:om,
f probably a Panther) juat outside of the town. The crew membera were out 01'__ .
- the tank and were working on it. They wors blue uniforms and legginus. ¢ Th'_e_-y;: -_.-;-'

apperent ly hed no security and no fear of eny en_ém'y in the vicinity.

\
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The patrol 'returned at 1130, and 1t Butts sent out foot patrols to ' A
cd;er southeast tc southwest. One patrol set off to the southeast just -
before noon. The other was ready to set out-af noon.

It was at noon that the detacmnt s only action took plnca.

A German column ceme up the Toad from from the west, It consisted of

two armored cara. tw- trucks, & and two self-propelled 88'3__(11';11 p_rime move"rs-)'.':

e, accordiné.j;o tom;people. a tank, ;l‘hg terk was in the reaf of the eolmnn f_'-:-
and was not sfen by any men in the datachmmt. = :.!?.-:
The men had orders not to fire on any enamy column tmtil it actually .
got into the mimfield. but Lt Butts believes the minefield was placed a bit
too far to the ::: . The road curved minign end the idea was to place the )
£ield so that kiwm enemy véhicle; would hit it before they could stop. _la_it A
was, the enemy saw the mines too quickly and the c¢olumn halted just around |
the bend end beyond the rmmg line of fire of the 90 at- v coicanrondi:
Two men got out of the leading Germen armored car and went up to the
mirefield, A member of the 110th, who wes mamning the mnltiplo 50. mrtherezt
south, could sas them through e clearing and had the best li.us o:r fire,

Although he had been ordered not to fire until the order was given or umtil -

the column wes within range of the 90, he oper=d up on.the men, _‘rhe_‘ column

immediately returned the fire end ldlled the gunner, | '
That was the signal for everything to opén upe The other mmltiple 50's

sprayed the co;:nl;n, meking & terrific racket.. The men let go w:lfh amall

ams. The tw gmtmd-moﬁnt 50's joined in, 2 ‘ ,

* “Jerry mmst have thought h2 hit a regment," Lt Butts seid. *I dom't
know how much demge we did, we jade a hell of a lot of moise., After ten
minutes, the column pull€d out.. We just mh let it go. We didn't have mytl;h_ng

n

» g0 follow up with, and there wes nothing to do but sit there,.”



T’he enemy collnn retumed down - the road to *bhe mlley. and th@‘
on the road block continued te patrol. Lt the tine tpere nra about 20
men*-in all. ‘I'here were no cama-lties exé¢ept the man wh6 openr"d fire.

neme is not known. S

' the 202& Engi.uﬁeru at summ. : '_- R

s "
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The fbliawing iéfa report of the action taken by TASK FORCE
HANSEN in the vieinity of MHalmedy.

B

Sunday Dee 17 at 1800 the 99th Inf Bn (Sep) =("4") moved %o
Malmedy from Tilff for the propose of blocking the further advance
of the Cermans in that sector. Attached to this Bn was the 526
Armd. Infantry Bn and "B" Company of the 825 TD Bn to form Task
Porce Hansen.

L%, Col. Hansen and #ajor Bjornstad proceeded schead of the En
and arrived in Malmedy at 2130.(By that time the town had been
evacuated by all military personnel with exception of aporoximately
sixty men of the 291 Engineer Bn under the Command of L%. Col. Runkin.
The engineers had established road blocks consisting of mines and
ware prepared to dynamite bridges and trees to further block the
approaches to the towgg)

[;Bacauae of the congested roads caused by the great guanity of
personnel an mﬁgziéeé being evacuated from the threatened areas the
progress of k—-um toward Malmedy was -embsemiby slow. = é:mpany 5,
99th Inf Bn, (SWg) took a seperate route and arrived at the destination
-at spproximately 2400,?\ compahy immediately took up positions
to the 8W of town to bloek the roads and occupy the high ground com-
manding the approach to the town from the south. @ j G

At 0300 Dee 18 the remainder of the Task Foree -{"A") company
arrived at the destination. Company "C" 99th Inf BEn (Sep) %took
positions to the NE to block the road from Bupen. "A" eomm ny 526
and one plat TD's was detached and proceeded to Stavelet. "B" company
of 526 Armd Inf Bn and TD Guns blocked the aporoaches to the town
from the SW,.

"A" company 99th inf Bn (Sep) which had been occupied on Guard
duty around 3t. Habert was sssembled when alerted and at 0530 the
18th proeeeded to lalmedy. The column arrived outside of Stavelot
at 1030 and was unable to proceed through Stavelot so continued
around the town and back into Spa and then proceeded to lalmedy
arriving there at 1130,

On the 18th at 1645 three Germans with two Amesiean prisoners
riding on the hood of a iLmerican jeep, taken from the 106 Div,
approached the road block maintained by "B" commny 99th Inf Bn (Sep)
Cne of the Germans was shot trying to escape the others were taken
prisoner, The PW's were from the lst S8 Div.

At 1830 one Bn of the 117 Regt and one Bn of 120 Regt arrived
in town and went into pesition. At 2110 four psrachutists were
repar ted dropped one-~half mile west of lalmedy.

X "‘I/"& 5 Py
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The afternoon of the 19%th Dee. "B" company 99th Inf Bn (Sep)
remained in position smd the rest of the Bn withdrew one-half mils
to the NW of Hzlmedy and went into position as 120 Regt. reserve.
On the 20th Deg. at 1700 "B" company c¢aptured two Germsns on
& Motoreycle, and killed two more approaching their positions,
On the 20 Dec. "B" compahy $9th Inf Bn (gcgth?hangad pqp%jégga
with "B" company 120 Inf Regt. (see Overlay) é/ =2 b ionr - b=
On the 21 Dec., at 0655 at Ceord. 77?037j;n ;;;gagizzz n;;béi,;:Z?j:f
held by "B" company 99th Inf Bn (Sep), the ememy tried to hrea.kc“,‘jﬁ"’ﬁ
through with a column of armor and infantry. The column ¢dREisted *Hones
of three american jeeps, one half track, one American M 8,‘3he
German Mark VI tank, two Sherman tanks. Three of the lead ¥ehicles
hit our mines and at the same time were fired upon by our D
guns, Mortar and M& fire and all weapons of "B" eonp&ny were placed
on the vehicles and personnel, Artillery fire was concentrated along
the entire column towards the rear. The attack was repulsed and
about 160 enemy Imfantry were killed by small arms fire and artillery.
Three PW's were takem, two from the 1st Co. 1l pars. Regt. and one
from the lst SS Div, Two jeeps and one ¥ 8 were recovered in usable
condition, Prigoners stated that they had Tiger and Pantheér Tanks
ag well as some American Equipmesmt. Their mission was: '

1. Destroy our artillery positions.
2. Destroy the road block they attacked.

3. Capture RR erossing SE o ild medy.
4t 0915 one platoon of "A" commny 99th Inf Bn (Sep) was semt to
investigate heavy small arms Tire in the town of Burnenville. The
remainder of the Bn was moved to ocomb the woods and the arez West
of lialmedy. o enemy was loceted in the area searched. By 1800
that evening the desposition of the Bn was as follows: "B" commny
in the same position it had originallz occupied SW of Malmedy.
"A" gompany in Burnenville, Hq Co. and "C" co, "D" co in the vic of
7686046, Two 30mm Guns, 1 40mm AAA gun and two Quad 50 eal AAL guns
all from the 110AAA Bn were also in this area. At this time one
commny - one platoon, of the T40 led Tank Bn were attached to Task
Porce Hanpen and remained in the Bn area. At 2110 Custer reported
the poscsibility of a enemy airborne attack during the night and all
personnel were alerted.

Un Dee 27 at 1600 "C" company 99th Inf Bn (Sep) supported by
artillery from the 230 FA Bn raided the town of Hedamcnt. OJme P¥
was taken from the 19% Regt. of 18th Volks Gren Div. An sstiuste
of thirty enemy were killed during the raid.

On Dee. 29 at 1630 "B" company 99th Inf Bn (Sep) supported by

SwE C B8\

.
.



c
artillery and our 8lmm lortars attacked the town of Ctaiment. Ne

P¥'s were tcaken.

On the 28th Dee. "A"™ company took over "B" company's position
on the front line and "C" company %ook over the sector on "B" comm nies
left fermelly oeccupied by "L" company of 120 Regt. "B" company was
moved to Malmedy in moblle reserve.

During ths period, patroling was conducted and front line
positions were improved by continued digging in and laying of mine s.

For the Commanding Officer,
",

Charles J. Askegaard
Captain Infantry
S -2
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AWARDs Congressional edal of Honor ‘ { - i,"" b ¢ :;1_
i |

FAME; Francis §. Currey ..

GRADE: Pfo Ol A
ASNs 122259068 i *
ORGN: Co K 120%h Inf _Z/;

DATE: 21 pecember, 1944

LOCATIONs Approximately 1} miles from #Imedy, Belgium

TIMB; 0430 to approximately 1700

WEATHER; Cold and Clear

VISIBILITY; Poor in early part of day but cleared up

ATMOSPHERIC CONDITICNS:; Misty during early morming, but cleared up
MORALE; ¥Friendly; BExcéllent; Bmemy; Good

CASUALTIES; Friendly; 6 killed, § SWA, 11 LWA; EBnemy; Heavy
STATUS AT TIME OF ACTION; BAR man

PEESENT STATUS; Same S

This man reeeived slight facial burms from backfire of bazoocka during this action,

AWARD; Silver gtar

NAMB; Adam Iuoere

GRADE; ~ Pfe

ASNg 6572852

ORGNg; Co K 120th Inf

This man was not wounded in this action,

RESUME

_ 1 Jamary 1945.

Private Pirst Class Francls § Currey, while an enlisted man of the Army
of the United States, in aotion involving actual conflict with the enemy, dis-
tinguished himself conspicucusly by gdilml:ry and intrepedity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of dutys, On 21 December 1944, at about 0430,
Company K 120th Infantry was occupying defensive positions about a mile and a half
southwest of Malmedy, Belgium, on the Warche River near the Malmedy-Stavelot road,
It was a eold, misty morning and visibility was poor. The road was o.djoined by
two hills, of ‘which ome was only about 500 yards away. Because the enemy's po-
sitions were not known, it was necessary to establish a uroad defense, covering a
wide sector in this area., The third platoon of ﬁonpuv K was manning a strong
point on the left flank of the Qompany's position, which was also defended by
two three-inch TD guns and two 57-mm antitank guns, At about 0430 a force of enemy
tanks and infantry approached the strong point, led by an gmerican M-36 tank, with
American markings. Because of the poor visibility, as well as this more obvious
mothod of deception, the enemy was able to advanecé within close distance of the
positions before being observed. As the tank drove past him, Pfe Currey fired his
BAR from his slit trench at the tank commander, who was looking cut of the turret,
The commander ducked into the tank in time and was not hit, At this time the tank
was about 15 yards away from Pfc Currey and firing in the direction of the
Company's (P. It was soon apparent that the enemy was attempting to overrun this
strong point and swing northeast on the main road leading into the town of MalImedy,
With the assistance of supporting machine guns in position on the hill, the tanks
overran the antitank and TD guns and moved ahead toward the platoon's positions,
One tank was able to move freely in the area, while five others gave supporting
fire with machine guns and 88ts, The third platoon contimed to fire on the ensmy
with every weapon at its disposal but, after about six hours of fierce fighting,
was pushed back and took up positions about 50 feet away in a paper factory. Wwhile
the defense was being organized there, Pfc Currey found a bazooka in the building,



There was, however, no ammnition for it, so he went across the street, while under
enemy observation and inmtense machine gun fire coming from tanks and an epsmy<-
cocupied house about 150 yards away, and took some rockets from a half track, FHe
then reorcased the street, again braving intense enemy fire, and returned to the
paper faotory, a distance of 15 yards., He and Priwate PFirst Class Adam Lucero then
took the bazooka and, disregarding the contimous hail of enemy fire, sneaked around
_to the left of the building and took a about 75 yards away from the nearest tank,
Although they had no cover and were in clear view of the emsmy, pfc Currey oalmly
loaded the bazooka and Pfo Iucero fired ome round at the nearest tank, scoring a
direct hit on the turret. The two men then returned to the paper factory, where
Pfo Currey helped to give first aid treatment to three wounded men. He then went
outagain with Pfo Lucero and returned with their bazooka to the position from

P L= L=, TR

which they had fired on the tank, Realizing that it was not a good position from
which to fire on the other tamks, they (also Gould) orossed the street, which was
still being sprayed with intense small arms fire, and took up a position on the
second floor of Company M's platoon CF (see diagram). From this point they observed
three ememy tanks and a house, about 150 yards away, in which there were ensmy tank
men and infantry, Pfc Currey saw three enemy soldiers standing in the doorway of
the house, and fired on them with his BAR, killing or wounding all of them. 3B®
then loaded the bazooka, and Pfo Lucero fired it at the house, The round fell
short, and the enmemy opened fire on the two men,  They came downstairs, and Pfo
gurrey, taking more bagooka ammunition with them, went out aloms with the bazooka.
while subjected to intense enemy fire coming from both the tanks and the house,
he orept to within 50 yards of the house. He wai also within 20 yards of the three
tanks, all of which were in a stationary position., Pf¢ Currey was then pinned down
behind soms coal cars by ememy fire, It was impossible for hMm to stand up to
fire his bazooka without being hit, so he called back for assistance, PpPfe Lucero
and Gould laid a covering fire from the second floor of Company M's Cp, and while
he was doing this, pPfe Currey rose in full view of the enemy and fired his bazocka
at the house, knoocking down half the wall, ¥e then noticed several men pinned down
in a hole between the tanks and the house the enemy was oceupying. These men had
besn pimmed down in the hole the entire day and could not rise to get put of it
without attracting ensmy fire, Moreover, ome of them was wounded, and, of course,
could not be evacuated while the enemy had the group pimmed down., Quickly sizing
up the situation, Pfo Currey realized that the men could not lsave the hole until
fire from both the tanks and the house was stopped. ran across the street to a
balf track, where he procured an armful of antitank gremades, Then, while still
subjected to imtense emsmy fire, he moved around to various positions unmtil he found
a satisfactory one from which to fire on the tanks, He then fired on the enemy
tanks, forcing their ocoupants to leave them and run for the house, He made his
way about 15 yards under heavy small arms fire coming from the house to a half
track, He olimbed on the vehiole and fired a 50 caliber machine gun at the house.
while doing this he was in full view of the enemy only about 150 yards away. He
soon realired, however, that hia fire was not having the desired effect. He there~
fore ran 30 yards to a heavy 30 caliber machime gun, about 10 yards from the Company
M CP. The orew of this gun had been killed, and the gun itself was jammed. Pfo
Currey swung it around and put it into action, firing on the house ocoupied by the
Germans., Under cover of this fire, the men in the hole were able to withdraws] Pfo
currey then left the machine gun and once again orossed the road under intense enemy
fire, to the paper mill, fThere he assisted in the evacuation of five wounded men
on two jeeps, He himself rode on oms jeep, holding a litter on it. The jeep went
down the road and across the bridge over the Warohe River, while in clear view of
the enemy, During this action Pfe Currey, while exposing himself to extreme
hazards, assisted in knooking out or nsutralizing the bulk of the ememy's arfmored
force as well as accounting for mumerous ememy ocasualties, FHis gallant action,
which was above and beyond the call of duty, was in large responsible for the
failure of the enemy to reach and capture Malmedy, In acting n.s.go did he not
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only displayed amazing disregard for personal safety, but also a keen knowledge
of the weapons and tactiocs of the infantry soldier, He was not wounded during thia
action, although he did receive slight facial burns caused by bazooka backfire,
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SUBJECTt Enemy vehicles knocked out or captured during present operation,
0 H

1, Enemy vehicles knocked out from 5880L5S to 655033,

1 Sherman Tank

8 MK V Tanks

1 MK IV Tank

3 Flack Wagons

1 75mm AT Gun

1 U,S, Balf Track

3 U,S, dJeeps

2, Enemy vehicles captured or knocked out from 655033 to and including La GLEIZE
area,

ly Amphibiols Jeeps

8 Armored Cars

3 ,on Trucks

1 Red Cross Ambulance

1 Hlaf Track Motorcykle
3 Half Track Ambulances

b. Ellf !m A ;"-‘w.: - ?Q - “’
ce Miscellaneous Vehicless TR 1. 30 i
de Gunat ) 33

Grand Totals i
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O L gage T evr v

¢+ From: 300001A Des Lk
G~2 PERIODIC REPORT \5}/ To : 3024004 Dec Lk

Ne. 198

Yzpas: Ho change L /?’Jp-t?ﬁ, H# 2

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT ®MND OF PERIOD

4, Enemy front lLines

No change

b. Units in Contact

The L7th VG Div has an NCO school at SCHAVEN F2425. The school ocperates 3
classes at one time; each class lasts 3 weeks and graduates batween 20=25 N(COsz, This
samne school is used to cvonvert GAF NCOs into Inf NCOs. The school for GAF NCOs is
3 wseks long and graduates 10 men at the end of each session,

The 353rd Inf Div appears to be in process of refitting while still oeccupying
a8 sector in the line. The first Jroup of replacements for 353rd Inf Div were from
801 March Bn on 19 Dee 44, Pis captured 24th and 25th Dec 44 etate that 1,000 replane-
r ment3 arrived vic WINUEN 21 Dec but had not been assigned on 23rd Dec. This coupled
| with preport that 942 Regt, 353rd Div was being reorganized at KELZ F1941 is a good
! indication that this refitting is now in effect.

. ) Plls from 352nd Regt, 246th VG Div captured in V Corps sector indicate that
272nd Inf Div has returned to its old sector, which was in the ROLLESBROICH -
TERVICH area. PW captured at approx 2230A hours by 78th Inf Div at K999277
identified as 2nd Co, 982nd Regl, 272nd Div substantiates this statement ..

¢. Artillery

Thirty-eight she.lreps received at Corps ¥uc.” 4
Two new enemy battery locations reported.

Fourteen new suspected enemy battery locutions reported.
Fifty counterbatiery missions fired by Corps Arty.“

d. Reserves and Cther Forces Cupable of Intervention

With the identification of elms of 59th Inf Div on XIII Corps front, and the
167th VG Div on Third US Army front, two divisions previously considered as an S0 ey
reserve can now be dropped from the liat.

It is possible that 59th Inf Div relieved 340th VG Div in XXII Corps sector.
. Howsver, it is also pogsible that the 340th VG Div 15 occupying a sector from JULLICH
tc TETZ.

Of the Pz Divs, the 10 8s Pz Div, 21 Pz Div, 3 SS Pz Div, 17 8§ Pz Gren Dw,
and 11 Pz Div are reported out of oontaw

et s 31y it e it 'B

t is believed that 6th SS Mtn Div will be ready to move from Demmark after
1 Jan 45, Fhers—isTo Usfinitte—informtiomastowrers—rt—widd-aoze.

Reports continue to be received stating that 6th Pz Div end 7th Pz Div are
W of the RHINE. Although it is not known that tiese Pz Diva are definitwly in the
W, the reports of armor in the area NE of DUREN and the GEMUND-SCHLEILEN area woula
indicate the presence of at least one unidentifled Pz Uiv in the area.

" 2. ENEMY OPERATI(NS DURING PERIOD

a, General Summary

R

104th Inf Div — Early in the morning about 50U enemy atteupted to cross the




Tivar o of BUREN but wers driven bsck by small arms and machine gun fire. - During
'.'. cminder of the period light sporadic arty and morbtar five was reported in vic

Pered 14iiipe

r

8t Inf Uiv - .&rt;y fire was generslly light, nowever sporsdis heavy snelilng
wxs Tenorted at BEAGSTEIN and BRAMDENBURG. Fool bridge at FI1L540%5 was destroyed.

our \Fs reported suall groups of enemy moving a.r::unfi ip SOHMIDT - KOMMERSCHEIDT ar e,

78th Inl Div - At 03{}01\ hours an enemy patrol of 10 men was geen plesr brld
zoEntemm from the SCHMIDT dam. Our small arms fire drove this patrol Lkt to the <
see lines, OPs report some vehicular movement on road § of LRBIBIRN. arty fire
.Lgﬂ'f‘ ¢0 moderate with the talk of the lire falling in LAMUERSDORF.

Operations of Coumponent Elementa

(1) Artillery - Light throughout the pericd with the bulk of [ires reportec
ralling in zone of 8th Inf Div., PFires were harassing in natupe falling in wic Ir m

Iugh

(2) Aviatien -~ No enemy aircraft over Corps sestor during the perlod.

{(3) Armor - An arty OP reported 5 heavy enemy tenks moving SW at FlL202740 ¥
haserved at 08284 hours.

%;  YISCELLANBOUS

4. deabher 302300A.to 312300A Dec 44

Low overcast with light fog tonight and early tomorrow morning. OUOvercast

orseicing wil fog dissipating in late morning. Broken clouds with haze tomorrow aftere
aoen Overcast again tomorfow evening.

%. Report From ¥irst US Army and Third US Army Fronts

A Eirst US Army - 10th PGR of Div has pulled cut of ROCHFORT F2697. Our
troone are in N part of the town, only—emecwmtaned . ali ont resistance,
wt ~.
' & desarterﬁa&mﬁt—?ﬁﬁ was an orderly at Div Hq 12 S8

Y v ~—Phztates he att. ded a conference feid Uy SHAPEbRiiiREsh S of LAHU(.‘E |
: ot which bme-General,stated that attack objective LIEGEK would be mmde with
wiin 2xis between HOTTON S48 and GRANDMENT 5890. Also overheard at Div Hq that |
atiask would be made by 1 S8, and 12 SS followed by 2 85 and 10 58, 9 S5 and 17 38 A
Live, Crossdeutschiapd Briigade and Battle Gproup Dégrelle.
' {

|

|

!

figneinder of front quiet.

3 Third US A - Report recelved of a wuntemttack at LUTEXBCLS vhema- 4
05004 ho-mmm, Strength was BSM’%B as a bn 6f inf and & bn of tanicm
‘Pavy fighting has been going on all da._rﬁ enenfy tanke e :
Knos ed out, ' Two small Suunberattacks by .m.t dnd. a faw temka

J

Haavy x-eswt.d.m:n
ST G

13 neing me = +i : !
Lhen that they are "e;orlning and refit%ing. BASTOGNE
ure(a ‘E:Flng .and attacked immedistely. 3

kv ANEAY Cn-“A.BJ.L.ETI.B 5
,se-:a{ WN..Tz_) ' Cii
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COMSCALIDATED CORPS PW _REPORT PROM 222400 TO 292500

(S}

Lo Total Flis reported from cages of Corps unins for ihe perdotiz §

2. PBreakdown of Fls according to units of origin:

fdo, of Hegiment or Ho. of
Die Piis Jeparate Unit Flis Lapturing Unlt
47 3 1056 Regt, Hedics 3 8t Ini Div
Marsck Bn z.b.V. 20d On 1 t o ow
CT KHEIFEL 3 “33%h Cav Gp

3. Breszkdown of Mis agcording to capturing units followss

113th Cav Gp 1

104th Inf Div Q

78th Inf Div 0

8th Inf Div A

- 3
L. Temal PVs reported Yhrough 282400 Dec L1, 085

il fram luhtn Inf Div not incl previcusly
(559ch AT Bn, Supply Co)(Straggler) 1
Total PWis reported from Div cages 29 Dec <
Total. s reported through 292400 Det w091

TP TEAM #39

S‘Kﬂ-bﬂ,\b 4 ﬁ-l _'H * W* I-ﬁ' " e * % &

4""'9 #2 vo
Ferviodde Rapopt #198
CBSERVATIONS OF AN M&EEI(‘AN FIELD -CFFICER WHO ESCAPED FROM
- THE 1lst 88 szm DIVISION "ADOLF HI'I‘LFE“

The following is an aceount, in his own words, of the sxperisnces of Yajor Ha‘
L eloan, Companding Officer of the 2nd Bn, 119 Inf, 20th Inf Diw who was capluped
tv the armored spsurhead Leibstandarte Adelf Hitler ln the wicinlty of Stoumont on
2L lucember 1344

On the «ftarnoon of 21 Dec about 1600, I, my radio operator aad ordsrly wsre
cepfured by a German patrol which had us covered from all sides in a trap; a mechire
gun filred over cur head and individuals from ancthar patrol clessd in on ue from
three directions. Ab that fime I was moving awsy from the front lines whers 1 had
inspected the front line positions of my,battalion which was {lanking STCUMNT from .
the Gemmen's ra2ar. 1 was taken back Lo sthe German CP at STQUMCNT and as 1 passed
through the town observed preparations everywhsce for depariure among the Germans.
WLMM_&“ it was the appearance of my troops on his
rear in STOUUONT that =iised him to evacuste the Town Ghat, night. 1 was taken back
To ths min‘haadcgmrtars at 1A GLEIZE passing through several areas whers fire
fighte were going on between my men and the surrounding Germans, Knowing my own
piang for the capture of STOUMMNT were put: into effect at that time I was halfway
expectant to be recaptured before 1 reached LA GLEIZE. This was not the case,
hazaver- In La GLEIZE I was $aken to the c¢ellar containing the commander of the

German Lroops whose name I later found cut was Lt Col Foedar plever. lst Heat, -
lst Ponzer S5 adelf HitlesRiwigjon. An interpreter [Joseph Becier) who had spent

16 ysars in Chicage, USA, served as interpreter. LI later found cut that the
mejority of Germen officers spoke Bnglish fairly well, The Colonel spent a few
minutes Lrying to get tactical informetion {rom e but seeing the attempt was
worthleas, sent .m avay again. 1 was then taken to a cellar containing a Garman
Znd LY and several high-ranking NCO's; they were dressed very faoltleasly in thelr
blaele Panther uniforms; each with seversal de*um!....ons I mentally noted =l tne
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d provably tart oul Lo be ous-ol Brsir "MOAITY attsopt e oto gst

T the added effecta were Lhere, = 1 was anm»ard i s vhadr apart
Lher neconpante of the cellar whnere the light of a amall slectric bulb wouic
nily wpon my face leaving bthe rest of the rocw in sems~dariness, , (ne of Lhe
AMe -:‘-rm fie Luger, exawines his clip, reioaded Lhe weapon and laid it on the

bekia o front of him. 1% wee with difficulty that I maneged Lo suppress a =mile at
theus cbwicusly studied and rehearsed preparations in a place so identicad with what
intelilgence officsrs pecok in the States teach our tronpé to axpeet when in Lhe hands
-':-,-'.‘ the acemy, The ealy distracting feature to an otherwise perfect setting.Jze far ss
Liey wers concerpsd, waa the frequent crashing of an Awsrican artillery coftentration
gometines quite wy amrnrt.aolar glose. The nexi thirty minutes was gpent in an atbteupt
&0 wiract from me the information 1 had refused to give the commander eariier that
a.“t.muun I was surprised to see that as my fallure to respond 1o their threaten-

Logs continved, Lpey yrew no engrisr but inustesd seemed to lose interest in the
p\D\.c*dLI‘&- Winaily I was taken to another cellar where a warrant officer seurched ms
Ghoroughly taking ay flashlight and knife bul. leaving me my wrist watch, ring, =
littie focd 1 was currying, snd my personal papers. 1 was conducted to a very small
sellar which contained fowr other American officers, all Lieutenants of my own
Hegiment. We exchanged information about our present situation,

iwring the entire tims I was Iin thies town I githered all the inforwation I
com’a from other cuptives as well as German officers and men {(who talked to &
surpriging degree) about the strsngth, disposition and condition of the Cermuas in
Gnat arga, The Cermsns in the LA GLEIZE pockep were pfurt of the labt Papzer 5% Division
Adeplf Hitler. Lb Col Piepsr - normally a regimental comwander - commnded this
colu which consisted of more than his normal command. (I learned later that ths La
Cuxlir pocket consigted of only a portion of his colwsn, a counsiderable portion
beine near STAVEALT, the remainder near TROIS POMTS and furthsr back ot the route of
wne rﬁe.stmmtgh) '

supriies from the rear durdng the attack, that he would captire both gas and food
for subsistence ) Extra anmnition was carried and surlct ordars sgainst wastage of
ssmenition wes euphasized, T

C.Lnitial order %o Col Pleper contained the information that he ooudd not expeet ,

1 did my best to determine the objectives of this unit and gained from saveral
scufoes amcng the German officers and men that this Division would be the first
eienant in LINGE and MAASTRICHE. Col Pieper quest:.mad_ma f“&it}.eas.u severnl times
Fool roed and bridge conditions in the MAASTRICHT area.

Al smazing fact to ae was the youth of the members of this organization. -
Lhe bulll of tna eniisted men were either 18 or 19 years of ggs recently recruiled
fat Trem ErerTTrystions wnoroushly Treingd. | lhere waa & good sprinkling of both
Frivales apd NCO's froa the years of Kussian fightisn "‘chficn:'a for g mos!
Zard were veleprans but were also Wery voung. - Lok Pi.ape* :
sabtalion comsinder was = cantad i

Lzers of age M‘M{éﬂrﬂ}ﬁm the entira period I was with them
Jdesnite the extremely frying Tascions.  The digeioline was wery good  The noise
"iis-'.‘ip'-.me on the mirnt Lovements -~ which 1 will meulion lafer -« was 8o perfact
trat [ could hardly bellewe thet they would accomplish it. The physical concition of
all personnel was good, exveph for a lack of proper food which was appurent wcre

strongly just before 1 escoped from the unit. The squipment was good and complete
nt..; Lue exception of some reconditionad half-tracks ameng the motorized equipment.
new boots and had adecuate|clothing. Some of thea wore
serts of ameérican uniforas, ma € Ml cap, gloves, sweshers, overshoes, and
e or Wwo overcoats, 1 saw no one, however, in American undforme or in civilian
clobhes. The relationship betwesn the officers and men; pariicularly the cowaanaing
oifiser = Jol Pisper, was closer and frienaly than I would heve expected. Un-
neversl occasions Col Pieper visited his wounded and muny tiuwes I saw hin jive a

alap of encoursgement on the back of heavily loaded wen as we wele cllabing thne
sheep pills and speak a coupde of cheering words

Later on duripy the pight of 21 Dec a2t approximately 300 1 was &galn Loxen 1o
Lhe cellar besdquarters of Cel Pleper. 1 Tound him in & very much different mood than
the cold impersonal attitude which he used formerly. He and I talkea together Irom
2700 wntil U500 the next morning, - our subjeact being mainly his defense of Naziisn
“u o wny Germany was fighting, 1 have msl few men whe impressed we Ap 48 stort a
F okime az did this German officer He was approximately 5 7t £ inches in
szl Lol Ybe in welzhbt, long derk mBic a2oambed atraight back, "steadpde wel l-uabagsad




o SELBAr—
g, with remzrkable faclal resemblance %o the actor, Rey Milland He is the
ei the iron cross with ocak leaves and had {ought In Eussia for & long pericd
o und brisfly at MORTAIN and CAEN., He was completely econfident of Gemmany's
_-iﬁ.‘r-;-' to whip the Alliss, He spoks of Himmleris new reservs army quits at lengih
eyiag that it contained so many new aivisions, both armored and otherwise, that cur
~~%'s would wonder where they all came from. He did his best to find out from me of
& suncess V=1 and V=2 were having and told me that mors secret weapons liks those
noult ne vnloesed. He said & new submarine campaign is aleo fmar.i:_g up and that they
4 “ran told that there had been considerable tomsa.g,ﬂ sunk in the Bnglish Channel
] er“srntly by the new underwatsr attack, The Gemman Alr Force, he said, weuld
.o¥ ~me forth with wany new types and which - althaugh Inferior in number to Lbhe
1am = would be superior in quality and would suffices thieir needs to cover their
ey Lprough in BULGLIUM and HOLLAND and later to the Kreach cocsst. Concerning treail-
ape. of priscners by the SS, I can state that gt no time were fhe g g of this

cogarization mistreated. W@y
& _Cermens themse ves. The soners were al ¢ t
: was 2 larga two~-room, well
et ructed cellar quite auparior to any I saw in La GL&ZE: The men were consideratly
perarowded and were allowing the guards to bully them a little. I organized the
4 d:,-.., a group of some )30 into sections; appointed a First Sgl and laia down a Lew
~ilss concerning rotation sleeping, urinating, eguality and distribution of feed ana

oot i German warrant officer in charge of the prisoners setiled upon a fairer method
of giving water to jprisoners and providing ventilation, .

1 was taken back the merning of C@ and agein placed in the small celiar with

“%a four other American officers. Adl that day American artllilery goundea the town
iigacsantly, even the guard detachment - consisting of 5 Germans — came down 1nLO QWY
cadwas with us which|was heavily overcrowding the tiny room. In the afterncon & 103
sl sade a direct™hit on the wall of our cellar throwing the German sitting besiae

: wifeway across the room. A hole approximately 24 ft in dianeter was knocked in

@ swll, Lt Henley and Lt Youmans of my Regiment helped pull the Jermn cut from
dar the rubbls and got him on the floor of the undamaged part of Lhe cellar., Withis
a fiz minutes another shell landed a few fest oulside thg hole In the cellar wall anc
shre .lel and stone flew t.hrough the roowm. Lt Henley was killed instantly and threc
Garmens were wounded. COne of the Germans died within about taoirty minutes, ftie
sinnristered first aid as well as we could. For several hours then the shelling
cmtlnued without appreciable let-up and the dead and wounded togethsr with thoze who
sy uwnhurt were crumped cloge together in the unharmed half of the amall cellar.

Late in the afternoon parties of American enlisted men tame to thes cellar and
samovsad the dead and wounded; the litter bearers told me that (German casualties had
ceet heavy throughout the town.

(La?.e in ths afternocon of 23 Dec I was called once more to Col Pleper's head-
R ,arso He told me that he had received orders from the comm@nding general to glvg
ww Lilas position and withdraw to the East to the nearest Gemman troops. He sald that
Sa inew it 0 ble impossible to save any of his vehlcles, = that it would have to be =
foot withdrawal,) His immediate concern was what to do with the American prisoners of
w#tis. he had nearly 150 as well as his own wounded, He dictated to me a plan of
sxchangs whereby he would leave all American prisoners under the command of the senicy
74, a Captain, to be tumed over to the American commander &g the Americans entered
:t':ze “uown the next day. He said that his wourded would also bs left in the cellars of
LA GLEIZE and that he would leave a German medical officer in chargs of them, He had

er.ously left a considerable number of wounded in the chetesu at STOUMQNT which nao
< ready been captured by Americans. In exchange for the auwerican priscners, all
lorman wounded would be turned over to the lst 85 Pz Div wherever %hey wight be when
viie nwounded were assembled. -1 would then be rel-aged back Lo the suerican lines
22 L would be the only prisoner retained during the foot woveent of the Cermans Last
froi LA GLELIZE. 1 told Col Pieper that 1 could net give him any assurance that the
suciwmnge would be carried out as it was a mattér for higher headguarters. He sald
rhat he fully understood and a&ll of the plan conesrning the amerdcan prisoners was
sapocded out as already stated,

Cﬁ.ll during the night of 23-24 Det plans were laid for the evasuation of LA
GLEIEE. At 0300 24 LDec the foot column began to move: Col Pleper and 1 mcwed
Lnggiiiately behind the point, the remainder of his depleled regiment following L
sing.e file. Col Pieper told me that he had BOO men tc evucuate. 1 later walched

Lhe column pass three separate times and this number was corract)according Lo my



fle crossed the L'AMBLEVE river near L& GLEIZE on & emall highway oridge
immsdiately underneath the reilroad bridge and poved generally South cliumbing higher
and higher on the ridge line® At 0500 we heardlthe first tank blow up and insids
of thirty minutes the entire area formerly ccfupiesd by Col Pisperis command was 2
85 of fiercely burning vehicles, the work of the small detachment he had left
senind to complaete destruction of all of his equipment. He told me luter Lhat tnsre
wern a few vehicles he had not destroyed. I could not agecertain tne wxact reason wiy.

The foot column wes closed into a thickly wocded slope on a wapy high hill dod.
Pisper, his staff and myself with my two guarde spent &ll day of the 24Lh recopnoit-
seing for a route to rejoin other German forcea, No foed wes availabls at asy tiue
1fter we left Li GLEIZE; the only subsistence I received was fowr small pleces of
drisd biscuit and two swallows of cognac which one of the junior officers gave ma.
The Cormen regimental surgeon later gave me one plece of Cherms candy, the sugar of
anich did me lots of good durdng the later long march. At 1700, just before dark,
tie column shisrted moving again on the selected routs; sge pushed down into & valley
21 2ingle column with a heavily armed point out aheadN The nolse made by the enlirr
Wi-man group was so little that I believe wy could havé passed within 200 yards of
an oubpost without detection.) As the point neared the bese of the hdll I could heas
lne clearly an American volce call cut "Halti Who is there?" The challenge was
repasted three times, then the American sentry fired three shots. A moment iater
she order came along for the column to turn around and move back up the hill he
sntire column was half-way back up the hillside in a very few winutes. 4 Cerman
cassed by me limping who was undoubtedly leading the point as he had Just received &
sullet through the leg. The Col spoke briefly to him but would not permit the
redics to put on a dressing;. he fell in the column and continued mwoving on without
1rst aid. The point moved along the side of the hill for a distance of a half mile,
shen again turned down into the valley, this time passing through undetected Lhrough
ths valley and the paved road which ran along the buse Several American vehicles
'shopped" the column but at no time was its presence datected. The entire &0 men
wers closed into the treeas on the other side of the vallsy in an amazingly short
pariod of time. I could tell then that Col Pieper was basing his direction of move-
ze0s on the explosion of Ameriean artillery fire as the probabls location of his
friendly forces. His 'information as to the present front lines of both sides was z»
manger a8 my own as he had no radio and no other outside contact. He continucusly
rorgulted his map, thus proving that he was quite thorcughly lost. We continued woving
from Lhat time on continuoualy up and down the rugged hills, crossing small streans,
suzhing through thick undergrowth and staying off and away from roads and villages.
it around <200 Col Pieper, his Executive, and his S-3 disappsured from the formard
comnand group, 1 and my two guards were placed in charge of Lhe regimentsl surgecsn
whose familiar Hed Cross bundle on his back made it easy for we to walk behind, I
trisd in valn to find out where Col Pleper went; one {riendly enlisted man of Col
Plecar's headquarters told me that Col Pisper was very much tirsd out and I belisve
Lhat he and & few selected members of his stalf must have holed up in some isolated
house for feod apd rest, ~ to be sent for from the main body sfter they had located
friendly forces.| The change of commend of the unit also wrcught & change i method
of handling the men: A young Captain in charge of the leading company opérated very
close to me and my knowledge of Latin as well as the German I had picked up enabled
me to understand to sovme degree practically every order he issued. I heard him tell
my guards to shoot me if I showed the slightest intention of sscaping, particularly
whon we neared Allericans; whereas Col Pieper had given & ~eat "break® every hour or
=3, there were no "breaks" given under the new command from that time until I escuped,
The country we now were passing through was the most rugged we had yet encountered.
L1l of the officers wers continuously exhorting the men to greater effort and to
iaugh at weakness. 1 was not ecarrying anything except my ‘canteen, which was eupty,
sut dmow from my own physical reaction how tired the men with heavy weapons load
wmuel have been.

I heard repeated again and again the warning that if any man fell behind the
tail of the column he would be shot., I saw some men crawling on nands and knees. 1
saw others who were wounded but who were beiny supported by comrades on either side
up the steep slopes; tLhere were fully two dozen wounded in the column, the wajority
of whom were poing along quite well by themselves, There wasd one Captain who was
miher severely wounded, the Col had told me, who moved along supportsd by znotiwer
afficspr and a medical NCO and was still with the unit Lhe last 1 saw of nhls

W= approached very close to where artillery fire wus landing and the peint
m=snad into American lines three times and turnsd back. 1 belleve the Cermans had
several kilied in these attempts. Finally the commander decided to swing cvep Lhe
videe and come down in £ next walley and try to rsach theie lices, I wus



& R

s eonvinesd by this time that they did not know whers tliey were on the mepy 84
Jeve were continuous arguments from among the junior cfficers as they held Lhedw
srenges. AL around midnight the concltion of Lhe men waz such that & hall would
4 %0 be glven as well as warmth and food provided, I hearda the Capiain say that
ionudd attempt to locate a small village where the u.nit eould hole up for the resgt
Iss night. At approximately 0100 1 believe 1 heard word come back that a small
vown wag to the front which would suffice. At this time T was not forward near the
coinh - My guards held ms back near the positicn which was occupiaed by the covering
Zorte between the village and the west, - that is to say, towarus the american rear,

oy 'y.l v,’i v,

The outpost. had already moved into position befors firing broke out not very
ler from where ] was standing. My guards and I hit the ground, tracer hullsts
flashed all around us and we could hear the machine gun bulleta wutiting the Lreas very
close over us, The Amerdcan unit, which I later found out was & company, udrove forward
agaln to elear what it obviously thought. was a stray patrol, this time using wortar
£ire as well., The mortar fire fell all around on the Cerman position. I ¢o not know
if my guards were injured or not - shrapnel cut the trees all around us. The
smardcan machine gun and rifle fire was very superiorftoc that of the covering force,
i ¢ould hear commands being shouted in bobth German aud English with the latter pre-
dominating. There was considerable movement around me in the darkness. I lay.still
for scme timewaiting for one of my guards to give me a command. After some time I
arpss cautiously and began to move at right augles from the direction of the American
zLtsck watching carefully to my rear to ses if anyone was coverirg e or following
re, After moving approxisatsly 100 yards I bLurned and moved direcily toward the
lirention from which the Amexdcan attuck had come., I can. remember that 1. wivlstled
soae Amsrican tune but I have forgotten which one it wes. I had not gone over 200
yarids befora I was challenged by an American cutpos’ of the 82nd Airborne ldvision.

I was taken successively from their Battalion CP Lo the B2nd airborne Oiv CP to

‘"11T Corps CP; then back to my own Division CP from wienge I rejoined my unic.
{Souree: FUSA Feriodic Report #201)
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Award of Silver Star— - - I

fward of Bronze Star IT

I~—AWARD OF SILVER STiR -~ Under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 Sep-
tember I943; and pursuan® To authority contained in paragraph 4; Section I,
“Circular 66, Headquerters First Unitoc States Army, 18 May 19k, the Silver ~
Star is awarded to the following officers ard enlisted men:

* First Licutenant Da 714 bgldrs::‘y’, 0101 6&15, avalry, 740th Tank Bat-
talion, United Statos fArmy, f ox gsllantry in 2ction on 20 December 1944, in
Belgium, Lisutenant Orl\.rsg istinguisked himself by leading a platoon of
tanks in an attack ag nst the encmy. His tank was hit to such an extent that
‘his gun was put out of action. After evacunting the craw, he reentored the
tank and placed it across the roaed as a block. Taking over command of the
tank imediatelg pehind this roadblock, he continued to* i‘ire at the memy un-
til the second tank was also knocked out of action by enemy fir=a, The inspiring
fortitude, ccurage, and outstanding devotion to duty demcnetratad by Lieutenant
oglensF reflect great credit on himself and are in keepisiz with the highest
traditicns of the Armed Forces. Entered militar:,r s@rvica frr.-s-: New Jersey.

Stcond Licutenant John E. Callaway, 01017628, Cavalry, 740th Tank -
Battalion, Unitsd States Army, for gallantry in action cn 20 December 1944, in
Belgium, As Licutenant Ca ay was leading his pl°‘toon into the sttack, he
had just rounded a curve in the roerd when he carme foce to face with a German -
Panther tank. With speed and accuracy, he was ablc to deliver thc first shet,
which struck the enemy tank 2nd stopped its advance. Ho aquickly fired two
mcre shots into the tank and.s?t it afire, At this point, Lieutonant -
Callfway's gun Jammed, Undaurted by the heavy fire falling in the area, he

eft his taonk and took comrand of the one direetly behind him and continued

in the advance. The splendis display of courage, toctical skill, and for-
titude demonstrated in this'engagement are worthy of high praise and reecog-
nition, Entered military service frem Delaw'\r\..

Second Lieutenant Charles B, Powers, 010165.)'% Cavalry, 746th Tank ~ ¥ 4
Battalion, Unitcd States Army, fer gallantry in -ct:Lon on 22.Decenber 19L.4,
in Belgium. During an attack on an enemy held choteau, Lieutenant Powers
commnded one of the four tanks that had been brought up to engage the enemy,
Although subjected to direct anti-tank fire, Lieutenant Powers advanced his
tank around the richt £lamnk of the chateau wherc ho ‘engaged a Gorman P-:nthor
tank at one hundred yards. He was suocessful in destroying the mc.'ny tmk
and nlso placed such withering fire on the enemy position that 2 nmumrer of
trapped friendly infantrymen were able to escapc under cover of his fire.

The br-zvery and fortitude displayed by Lieutenant Powers on this occasion are
" deserving of high' praise and reflect great crﬂr‘it on himsclf, Entered mili-
tary service from Illinois. ’

Staff Sergeant Charlie W, Loopcy, 38&00022 Infnrtl’y, 7L0th Tank
Bettalion, Unitoed atutﬁs Army, for gallantry in 4ct.ion on &2 December 1944,
in Belgium. During an attack against the enemy, Sérpeant Loopey courageocusly
and aggressively moved his tank into position ncer a building oceupied by
the enemy and dospite heavy hostile fire baing directed against the tank,
remained in the turrct directing the firing urtﬂ 1 the enemy positions were
nettralized., During the action, tha yohicle was hit three times, but Ser-
geant Loopey remained in the expos»d ppsitipn in crder to direct more effec-
tive fire. Entered milit.':ry servics from Oklahoma,
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* Ccrporal William H. Beckham, 38474417, Infantry, 74L0th Tank Brt-
talion, United States Army; for gallantry in action cn 21 Decembor 1944, in
Belrium, During an attack, when his unit oncountored resistance frem an eremy
held chateau, Corporal Beckh m, serving 2s gunner of n tank destroyer ve-
hicle, advanced to-within £if: ty° yaras of the building, and in the face of
intense small arms, machine zun, andé anti~tank gun fire, poured h:avy fire
into the enemy positions and silenced them. He then turned his ~ttenticn to
a machine gun nest which was interfering with the advance, fired several
rourcs 2t o wall vhich was protocting the position, and brought it down,
burying the machine gun and its crow. "Though his vehicle was struck three
times by energy firo during this action, Corpeoral Beckham demonstrated out-
standing gallantry ond aggressiveness, Entered military service from Toxas,

II--AWARD OF BRCNZE STAR -~ Uncer the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 Sep—-
tember 1943; and pursuant to authority contained in paragraph 4, Section I,
Circular 66; Headmuarters First United Stotes Army, 18 May 19!;1., the Bronze
Star is awarde(’ to the following officer and enlisted men:

Licuteamt. Colenel George K. R.ubel 0193521;, Infsntry, 740th Tank
Battalior, United Statos Army, for hercic achiovement in connection with mil-
itary operations against the encmy during the pericd 19 December 1944 to 24 De-
cember 1944, in Belgium. Entercd military service from nrizona.

Staff Sergeant Charlie W. Loopey, 3%00022, Infontry, 740th Tank
Battalion, United States Army, for heroie achievement in action on 19 De-
cember 1944, in Belgium, ZEntered military service 'from Oklahema.

Staff Ssrgeant William H. Nemich, 37076312, Infantry, 740th Tank
Battalicn, United “Statés | Army, for hercic achievement in action on 22 De-~
cember 1944, in Belgium. Entered mihtary service from ]ussou:r-i.

Sergeant flton N, Fleminge, 38371532 Infantry, 740th Tank Battalion,
United States Army, for heroic achievement in action on 23 December 1944,
in Belgium., FEntecred militery service from Tcxas.

-

Tachnician Grade 5 James E, Flowers, 30474586, Ini'antry, 7h0th Tank
Battalion, United States Army, for heroic achievement in action on 2 De~
cember 1944, in Belgium, Entered military service from Texas.

-.:i/‘ef ,,_5 _.-"4 A ‘)
L. S. FOBBS

Maj or General - U, S. Arnw
Cormanding
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