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- PATHICK BRAWRLIGHT
B COL. Foh.

Savannak, Ga.
- Feb. 8, lu48

I3

Dear ¥r. Orawiords -

“Thank you for your letter which fineily reasched me at
wy home. I 1left the L97th in Qermeny on the 30Lh of June,
Ihe bstialion was on the méve from date until it arrived at
Fort Jacison, 8.C. in September.  The bittallon was insetiveted
on Hovember uzbh, = - o S SN T

T "I}wiliftry_tu'give-yau ah aceount of the part your
sof played in the schisvewant of the battalion and of " the H0th
Infantry Divizion (ths 107tk was = part of the FOUh Dive)a.

oo Yewr won Jolngd us during the firet part of Detaber
1943, vhils the 20tk Plv. whs on Tenneysde Hanguvers.  He had
been with the t7th Dive, which had Juot sompleifd the 568 mike
euvers. I way dgpresssd with the wey in »hick he went right

to vorke,

o fig Tirst esslgmment wes assistent Comsunications -
Qfflcer in the Headguerters Battery. Cuptain J. P. Costello )
{addpong Li-a4 Tath £%., FJackson Eedghve, Long Isiand, Naw -
York). He knew what had to be Jdone and old i, It wasntt
necedsery for hix to heve the usual orlentztion period.
LT Altar Tennesses Moneuvers, the Hyth Division waes sont
vo Cemp Attartury, Indisns, where 1t completed its tralning
prior to zoling overseas. Weé left atterbury on Feb., &, 1844 -
golrg to Comp Myles Standish, #sss. (near Hoston) where we were

staged,y ' that is we recelived such elothilng sad equipment that -

wa ware tu take oversess, - On Feb 11l we entrained for the dooks
at Boston snd bourded the U.8.4.T. Brazil. On beard besides

the 187th wus the 110th Infanbtry Regluent, our combst tesm part-
ner, - thet is the infontry regluent thiat we wers tasmsd with and

supported thru out the war, Also sous elements ol the L03th

Engr. Battalion, 105 Medloal Battalion, %0th Divislon artillery

Hondguarters. " all these wiits were a part of the #0th Division.
There were a fow obher units sboard besides division units, In
all thers were 5100 ‘troops on boerd.,  The remsinder of the %0th
Division wére on the Juhn Brickson snd the Argentins., We Left
Boston om Feb. 12 in the first large troop coavoy to leave the
Stutes, about 150,000, After au uneventiul voysge we dooked at
Liverpeol, England, on Pab. 28, Ve stayed on bosyrd I dayn
awalbing traln transportition to our bivouse srei. - Then aarly
on the £8th we ' entrained et Liverpool and that night detrained
at & station near Horsham, Sussex, and went to vur camp, called
Five Ouks about 7 mlles west of Horsham, The camp was of Nissen
But construction. The officers guarters were at tne Hanor house,
the howe of Lady Piélding.,
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. - &% Five CGuka, I was further improssed with your sonts.
abiliby, Capiain Costello.was ia the Nospliul for about 4 wesks
and Lte Crawford spsumed cowmend of tha Habthery durifg his ab-
5&&&&.5_At,thix.ti&e;%a,wﬁré{qhaﬁging‘aur_:aﬁih,@ethads{&nélﬁﬁ-
Crawford held fhe . elesigs, sxplained and taught s the new pro-
cedure, Commumications is one of the wost irportoit pert of

an ertillery's ability to. function properly sad the groumding -
&nd thore way in which w0 were instructed Ly your son peld

dividends later in combat on the continent.

... Waen the invasion becawe imminent, the tréops Lo the
gouth of Euglend werwe moved dSut te sols rools for e ongs who
were Gtu smuie the dnitial assuult,  So ayound the st of April..
%9 moved to Howervood Ceap Just south of Beusousfisld, Bucks,
about 40 wiles west of kondon in the besutiinl Thamas valley
country,. Here ve centinued training, spgonding a waek &t D
wich on the Horth Seus, Clving i cemedned tueties with Zisth
Infantry. Then we spont ancther weeX st the artlllery range
near Tiishesd in the svuth central yortion of England, Here .

we Tired with the other artillery Somponsats of the XAxXth -

: Loy d Vogr L0
odn Lkl e Tléﬂ wvth Wil

Corps, ol which the BOth Iivision » ) o PR
sEbLned with Lt untik the .

alsc & purt of the First army snd p
Ninth Army wes Tovmed, .

.. On the LOGh of June the battalion loaded up ‘und started
for Frapoce, It wva necessary to strip down and bhuad to Leave
approximately /& of cur vebiolas to. join ug later, Lt, Crawiord
gtayed with these vehicles .gnd personnel, The bsttalion went

te Southsuplon snd was in ong of the staging areas near the .
dodits.  Fach battery . went on a different vessel, soms on L.8.T.s
and .others on Liberty ships. TAR Battory wes Lhe Iirst sart of
the battalion to lend, this was on the Ldth. . Parb of the Aead-
quarters Batiery lunded on the l4th snd the rest of the battalion
landed or the 15th. The rear detschwent, which was in the charge
of’ Lt. Crawiord Joingd up on the 16th or 17th. We all landed on
famous Omuha Deach apd that portion known as Dog Red. - - . -

 Gur first posibion was abou’ I-1/% miles west of the
bridge on-the read begtween Islgny end Carentan. Our First
misslon wag reinforeing the fires of the B30 F.b. Bo. supporting

the attsck of thae lﬁﬂﬁh'xnﬁantrf_Ragimant.ﬁa_ﬁuﬂh,th&;ﬁarmans,_w

vack  of the Vire ey Taut Canal,

_ - after this successful sbttack, the Americun troops in
this area wment into a defensive position, awaiting the aprivel
of suffiglent troops and supplies for & major offensive. On
the arrival of the rest of the 20th Div. the 110th Infantry took
up position slong the sast bank of the Vire River, novrth and -
south of Alrel, France. The 187th wis in position along the
rosd petween Alrel and Lilson about 1 mile eust of alrel. %e
remained in thess positlons until the build up was eonpleted and
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the attack was resumed on July 7. During this time Lbt. Crawford

- went out &g g Torwerd sbserver end did an excelient Job., On the
7th the division crossed the Vire River and the LI9Lh was.
committed on the Sth. Lbt. Crawlord went with oue of the rifle
uamsanias a thﬂ 119%h a8 un nrtilk@“y rarwa“d ohagrver :

: Ah@uu Ju;y Ls, the batnalisn needad o lisison azfieer
AN .t()r tn-hﬁ i wor band r’ 2D Lt -JP i?-uf‘d. W E:&?-LV“ Hote Lhﬁ TS
Lisison Oifiaar with the 3rd Eattmlion, (Ligsh Infantey, Lit. Col.
Brawn,; mm&nd ;-J @fridiuuf sErioeral srtiliuvey 15 the
artilieyy muviger” i Anfantry bettalion comsander. He
&upwrvisgﬁ'xhﬁ aﬂr in sbas bhe work of tis forward ooss rea g
with the ’*ﬁanury ﬁ@mganxes. (34 the battalion (there sre 3 pifle
coma &Biﬁg, 1 52 e GORTGLY s0d Daad UsTTErS Com_ iy ) .

"hres (ﬁrtiixsry) for the inihntry

. J‘-J-I"Jw are Bat AL Lrotalv tha
He Keeps tho urtkﬁﬂﬂrj gomander
differont elewcenty 35 the
'th The drd batbtelion wus oute

‘attaek bnﬂ Ln 20 !hat 3
infantry. when not &ttaaﬁirga
Cadvised A=y fh@ ¢nc?*ion o ”t?
Cinfantry. in:.
gtanding, Hig | i I ;$aL; Dire oided ¢\;:J*.ml;
thig advance of LL# Brd. fron Belle wadude, thru Le Mesnil Durond
'-ta.thé?str@ﬂu Just. Jworth 'of Benecravon, After getiing o the
Skine belore ‘c‘ Lo, the‘”ﬁ;% Forces walted until the weather
o oeleared o allav ;vsp pr o alr supoort. do on the ubth, the
cooddvision Jumped oI'f, wiih the .L18's mission to teite Hebsorevon
- cand Bove on soubih btoward Taaﬁ”— sur-Vire, The 3rd n&ttgli,“ s
x0 pha toughest msa;%nm@nn, hnving Lo aove up nill to the town,
But by niwht?uil or ths ggtk fhe town wus tawan, Tha next
S @rning, L fd- babtallon C.F, wosre Craviord BaG, was o s
f4eld dn Tromt of the chureh st Hebocreven wid ons of Gis
‘Heaviest brﬁrmyed 0 Gerian arbil *ury Lended in thls Fleld and
‘it wag a@“e'thut Lt;* srawlord snd his Lis iﬂan Corporsl Charlie

L LG b?&yaqyd rocaived, I believe was for
g 4 ﬁidizji? e nntr;_ta texa tﬁw-ﬁbﬁn

iy oftan onk gr?ﬁﬁgr AUU y&r&a ﬂrurt a*#o ied
n5kve _aaitianu and the G&Fﬂuﬂs took advantage of
madﬁ 6 sopay dedrly for the ground gained,
mr‘heaa heédge. raws wag the flaish of the

K. : ' i ‘&};sg “to-be

Lfor- a'ca;ta ney and

7'apidly &8, regulhtiama %@m a
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1 haven't the battalion racords ab nend wad thls sceount

nas been entiraly from memory, 50 Sxcuse he stetehingsa, 1
expwet to geb somas of the records later. L

Lt. B. 0. Comnor widress is FoholleloGuy Do Bragg, H.C.

I elosing L wish you o Lo Bhnb jodr 300 WAH &

credlt to the orzunizution. Hig determination, fearlessness and

ablilty shood uy in good gLead wagn such gusiities wers reslly
ngeded. S ‘ : . CUTLRTT LT ,

_ ¢ sm enolosing & oowpy of the demorisl Sarvica progri,
this Mamorinl wis Neld Lo bha ghured st Yegelaben, Germany,
shortly after V-8 Oay.

IP tnars L4 any poigt bhat Itya Deea Loo dady ok, &F
ol P, % - . 2’ B i H oM ’
youtii write, 'L try o get Lhe corract indormatlion.

Pat Saswright

"




