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France

27 July 19hs

Dear Sir: -

P lease consider this a personal letter. My work as a Publie Relations Officers
requires that I interview many of our returning soldlers, but today I truly met
one of the unsung herces of this war, His record is so full and so interesting
that I truly do not feel capable of writing a brief news story for your paper.

I do not feel that I could do ;}ust:.ce s either te your readers or te the subject
himself, I am, therefore, passing my notes on to you, trusting that you will
rewrite as you see fit,

1st L., Al Conger is an , officer in the Field Artillery of the 30th Infantry
Division, His wife and four children reside in your city., (Mrs. Marjorie Mae
Conger, Lli3 West 1st North St., Cedar City, Utah

My interview with Lt. Conger was rather unsatisi‘actory. He practiecally refused
to talk dbout himself when he learned who T was, But the facts which I have
written up on attaghed sheets were taken from official records in his personal.
file and were verified by his many comrades who hold his heroic actions in such
high esteem,

eading iy notes you will find that Lt, Conger constantly voluntee ed for
the mast angeroys missions and acecomplished them without regard for
3 _have pot been able to mte up every

at the above address, who even has pictures of h:Lm being deeora‘bed.

I trust that you will understand my plight in not feeling qualified to
abbreviste this story znd hope that yoo w11l be sble to rewrite the facts
given in a mamer which will be interesting to your readers.

Sincerely yours,

ot., SC, PRO

%




Tn 19h2: 1st Lt, Al Conger, tiring of his inactive part in our War, while working

on an 'exempted® job at Lockheed Zireraft Corporation, voluntarily entered the

Army, He was assigned to the 30th Infantry Division, then at Cam Blarding, Florida,
After many months of traiming in February I9h) his organization sailed for England.
At this Time It. Conger wWas 2 Corporal in a Field Artillsry Battery.

Tn June 19l); the 30th Infantry Division was one of the units which disembarked in
the early stages of the fighting in Normandy. At this time Conger was still a

Corporal,

Tn all Field Artillery units, there are a few men who go forward with the Infantry
s, to adjust and control the artillery support, This, aecording to

rymen themselves and others with whom I have talked, is the most dangerous
He entire battle, since it requires that when the Infantry has been tyinned

- machine guns, banks, or other direct fire, the Artillery Forward Cbserver

| e high point (an attic in a house, a high hill, or-even climb a

sible to obsefve the enemy guns which are holding the advance
that position for the time necessary to adjust artillery fire

fieutralize the enemy, TUpon reaching France, Cpl, Conger

ed that he be assigned to such work apd continued ‘at this work

entive eleven months that his outfit was in combgly. L

then ]
t¥e-breakthrough oub-of the heddorow
;ould be used, The 3Cth Division was ¥
: e e at Mc in, France, where the Germans were trying desper:
drive a wedge betseen the 1st and 3rd Armies in an effort to stop the ¢
being made. During pearly a week of hand to hand fighting this one di

!

al

held secure.against at least four picked Germen Divisions, forcing the en my into
complete re . During this time Cpl Conger fearlessly remained at the front,

£33 the action, many vimes actually meeting the foe in hand to
th knife, pistol and even bare hands. Many stories are told of his
faithfulness to duty during this period, remaining night and day without sleep on
his observation post, fighting shoulder to shoulder with the Infamtry and contimally
adjusting artillery which knocked oubt tanks and broke up large scale attacks, even
in the face of enemy fire when it was necesSsary to0 expose himself in order to observe
the barget. At one time it was necessary for him to stand up on top of a hedgerow
in order to obsefve two enemy tanks which were firéng upon the Infantry near his
position., During the adjustment of his artillery, one of the tanks fired at him,
the 88mm shell bursting so close to him that the blast actually tore the shirt off
his back and knocked him down, In a few seconds, as soon as his head cleared a
1ittle, Conger returned to his position and proceeded with the artillery =djustment
which eliminated both tanks, During this time, Conger repeabedly refused to be
relieved for a mach needed rest, explaining that his job was up there and that he
wanted to stay. : ,

After the defeat of the Germans ab ¥ortain, the 30th Division continued onm north
4o take the city of Evereaux, France, ther -crossed the Seine River, swept through
northern France in one of the most spectacular drives this war has produced and
was the Firet Division to enter Belgium, During all this Conger and his crew:of
one driver and one radio man kept their jeep right up front with the "ooint "and
quickly knocked out points of resistance as they were reached, in order that this
swift advance might continue. Ab such times, the Infantry, The Tgnkg and al) others
Yook cover from the enemy fire, but it was 12, Gongers \to femain in the open where

el




“onger was again in fhe midst of this action, receiving th

he could observe the enemy and neutralize their positions whth artillery fire.
Then his Division swept quickly across Belgium, taking the famous Fort Eben
Bmasl in their stride. The 30th Division was again the first Division to enter
Holland, first taking Maastritcht then Heerlen, Holland,

By this time, Cpl. Conger's many exploits and daring accomplishments had become
known throughout his Division and he had beengiven 2 promotion from Cornoral
direct to 2nd ILt. in the Field Artillery. A 'battlefield promotion , wiich is
given for "eadership and bravery on the field of battlet, At this time he
also received a Brongze Star Award for having on August 25, 19kl voluntarily
and alone, penetrated the enemy lines over a mile and a half to bring back

wounded comrades, (Sec grImehe v c;mn.’a")’

The 30th Division drove on, cracked the famous Siegfried Line at WHEEK Ubach and
Alsdorf, Germany, just north of Aachen - and then swung south to close the much
heard of Machen Gap ", fxwsicdmexsyoomoe which enabled the capture of that city.
Conger was still remaining at the front voluntarily, refusing relief and saying
that he didnt need any rest since he was 'having so mach fun% Normedly, other
men doing this same work were allowed I8 hrs at the front and then L8 hrs back
in some rest camp to quiet their nerves and enable them to return again,

When the Gem an counter-offensive took place in December, 19hY into Belgium, a
division which would "stick® and which could stop the onward rushing CGerman
war-machine, was badly needed, The 3Qth Division was selected and rushed from
their position on the edge of the Roer River near Duren, to meet the enemy in

the vicinity of Melmedy-Stavelot, Belgium, There they met the lst 5SS Panzer
Division and when the smoke cleared, the 1st SSSPangzer Diyision ceased to b

‘ r the Silver Star sward —

for his part this time. (see attached citation), The Division then led the
atback to force the Germans Back agein iftto Germany and although the fighting
was taking place in hip-deep snow and sub-zero temperatures, Conger again
volunbarily remained at the front throughout the five long weeks of this camaign,
refusing relief and insisting that his job was "ap there',

When this campaign was ended, his Division was immediately taken back up to
their original position on the Roer River and preparations completed for the
crossing of that river. When the jumo—off camp, the 30th led the assanlt and
carried the atbtack on to the banks of the Rhine in record time, For his part
in this campaign, Lt. Conger was awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster to his Beemse S/)vc=
Star (see atig&%c e}c}wgitation). '
The next big job for his division follomed almogt immediately. They were chosen
to spearhead the large-scale crossing .of the Rhine River in the Northern Sector
of the 9th Army, Lt. Conger crossed with one of the first Assault Waves in the
boats, Then, after two days of rough fighting, the 30th Division teamed up with
an Armored ocutfit and led the drive across northern Germany to the barks of the
Tlbe River, crushing all kinds of resistance before them and stopring £ at the
banks of the Elbe only because of orders o do sO. During this drive of many
weeks , Conger remained constantly at the front, with the first elements of tanks,
Continually blasting out strongpoints of resistance with artillery firey and
consbantly exposing himself and risking his 1ife in order to do so, For his
actions during this campaign he received the Distinguished Service Cross. (see
attached c;_j;ation).

Then the Division was called upon to swing south along the banks of the Flbe to
take the strongly-defended town of Magdeburg, Germeny, After bitter street

- fxgikw fighting, the city was taken. Tt was here that Conger was wounded while




maintaining an Observation Post in the famous Magdeburg Cathedral. He was
struck by 20 mm shell fragments, but refused to0 leave his position, remaining
at his post and adjusting fire upon the gun which continued to fire at him,
For his part in this last phase of the War he received ap Oak Leaf Cluster
to his Sidwer Star. (see citation atbached).

-y 7oy
When hostilities ceased Lt, Conger was assigned to. Counter-Intelligence duties
in Germany, which, aceording to his superiors, he performed in the same superior
marmer which he been deing his fighting, - He tracked down and arrested meny
Nazi high officials, War Criminals and obher Wanted'! persons.

In compiling the above data you will find that lst It, Conger has the following
decorabicnsed —

Five campaign stars on his ETC ribbon
P urple Heart Mvard
Bronze Star Award with Oak Leaf Cluster

tar' Award with Oak Leaf Cluster

Distinguished Service (ross

Two Battlefield Promotions,(one from Gorporal to Znd 1t ‘and ome bo isb Tk )

o worked under him say that he always took the greater
that another man proceed him into a house.or up 2
e lurking, When things got hot, he always directet
2 hig:dukies alone. When proceeding through coun
~ y walked alone, a
referring-to-ta

‘quoted from his Commanding Officer: on
nes “and has been subjected to withering enemy artillery
> and spail arms fire, but at all times he has éffectively

battalion on the enemy positions and has made it possible’

captured ‘and killed many enemy soldiers single handedly. T}_‘Tv'o my mind
outstanding of ficer with a stout heart, the courage of a lien and
come M, ' E

ist Lt. Congeris only comment when confronted with this marvelous brecqrd was
wiell, I guess maybe I had more to fight for. TYousee, I have a wife and some.
fine children back there in the States and most of the fellows are single, " &

And now, the war has finished here, but Lt. Conger has volunbeered to go on and
do his part towards helping to finish up the rest of it in the Pacific, He will

soon be on his way.




CITATIONS

AWARD COF THE BROMZE STAR MEDAL

113bh . Field Artillery
"ritsrlo\a.s conduct
& a forward observer
ers had been injured

second Lieutenant (then Corporal) Alwyn D. Conger, 0887kl
Battalion, United States Army, is awarded the Bronze 3%
o 18 Aungust 19hh, in France, While Lbt. Conger was ser
with an artillery battallon, it was learned that two
about a mile and half out beyond the forward outpost 1
find “the injured men and render whatever aid was:n
of” patrols and enemy fire, he went to the‘injured comrades and removed them
to the rear, Th& outstandang courage and loyalty to the.wounded comrades
displayed by Lt. Conger , reflect high credit on himself and the Armed Forces.

AWARP OF "FHE BRONZE STAR OAK LEAF CLUSTER

¥hile in cema.nd -of an Artillery Forward Observation Party on April 1k, 1945
of Megdeburg; Germany, Ist Lb. Swyn D. Conger, OBB7hLG, 113th
’ Umted Sta‘bes Army, i‘ound that :.'b was mnoss:ible

_ He voluntaz::.ly proceeded to a ao:m‘b a mile in f
with his crew of two men, battled with a German

: —guns s Lt, Gonger and his crew r
m.ghts until the att_ k by ur T
nesibion. 3 3 z s

First . Iie tenant Alwyn D. Gonger, 0887hh6, Field” Ar‘b111°r3r, 113th Field
nited States Ammy, is awarded the Silwer Star feor gallan 1
 an 25 December 19kl in Belgium. Lt. Conger was adjusting artillery fire on &
“large column of enemy Manhry when suddenly an ememy concentration of heavy mortar
fire fell on his observation pest, -In Spite of the extreme danger from shells
which were siriking all around him, L. Conger contimed to make his adjustment
of fire which was so accurate thalt appre ely two hundred and fifty of the
enemy were killed and several hundred wouxn . and the enemy gave up its plan of
attack, withdrawing to the rear.

Artillery
in action

AWARD OF THE STIVNER STAR OAX LEEFCLUSTER -

87hh6, F:Leld Ar‘bllle!'y, 113th Field Artillery
ereby awarded the Oak leéaf . Gluster to wear with
the Silver Star, fo A action on 21 Febroary 19h5 symany. Lb.

Conger remained at his-.observation post despite constant enemy shelling in an
effort to locate enemy artillery positions, The information which he relayed to
his own unit enabled them to neutralize the enemy positions, His staunch courage
and disregard for his own safety in remaining at his post even though large caliber
' shells were actually striking the building in which he was located, reflect great

- eredit upon himself and the Armed Forces,

First Iieutenant Alwyn D, Cor
Battalion, Umited S




Jach un iire o2 v y.machine. gun.ne
iR e bed. his party into the road ditche

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

First Iieutenant Alwyn D. Conger, 0887L16, 113th Field Artillery Battalion,
United States Army, 18 hereby awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for
gallantry and extreme bravery in action in Germany on 26 March 1945, Thile
accompanying an Infantry company as an Artillery Forward Cbserver on the
afternoon of 26 March 1945 and while advancing at the head of the lead elements
with the Infantry Commander, the point received heavy enemy fire from dug-in
o0 mn Anti Aircraft guns, twelve in pmber, and three 75 mm Tank Destroyer
guns which oinned down this of ficer and the advancing infantry. ILt. Conger,
without regard for his own safety and thinking only of his duby at the Hre,
crawled from his concealed place in the road ditch and from that ooint, while
still drawing heavy eneuy fire, crawled to a house sbout 100 yards to the
flank of the Infantry's advance, and there securing some concealment and
observation, although still drawing enemy fire on the house, he brought such
withering fire upon the enemy guns that they were silenced and the enemy
personnel who were not killed and wounded withdrew to some nearby woods., Then
our Infentry was allowed to proceed f orward without molestation from these
guns which had peen so successfully ard quickly silenced through the efforts
of 1t, Conger, who without any regard for his own 1ife and safety crawled to
an observation nost under heavy enemy fire and accomplished hisg mission of allowing '
the Infantry to advance. 1t. Conger then gtayed at this Observation Post to
cover the advance of the Infantry across ‘the open terrain and after it had
passed he gob his traps-ortation and sroceeded down the road over the same
route and in the same direction that the Infantry had gone., Just before he
Treached a body of woods, he and his Forward Observation Party received withering

machine gun fire from an enemy '

#t, . He 3 miodiately sbopped. his-
s to a place of safety and directed

Jeevs )
that they fire on the machine gun nest while he crawled out under its fire to

a vantage point where with a Tommy Gun he soon silenced the machine gun nest,
killing the remaining Germans who were manning the machine gun. After this
incident Lt. Conger and his Party proceeded down the road along the advance
of the Infantry, tut as they came to a cross road they sgain received heavy
machine gun fire and small arms fire. The Lb, directed his party and jeep
to a place of safety in some nearby woods and went back down the road to where
some 105 mm self~propelled armored artillery guns were moving up, He prevailed
upon the Battery Executive to lend him one of these self-propelled weapons in
order to silence the enemy and open the road so that he could eatch up with the
Tnfantry unit which he was supporting, L. Conger proceeded to lead the self-
propelled gun back to the point where he had been fired upon, by walking out in
front of same, With utter disrgard for his owm 1ife and safety Lb. Conger
stopped the self-propelled gun and standing upright marked the targets with his
Tormy Gun to indicate to the operators of the seif-propelled gun where to place
their fire., As he so marked each target he again drew heavy machine gun fire,
but disgegarded this fire until he had in turn marked eachstarget for the
operators and they had silenced the enemy guns with their 105 m. As the seli-
propelled gun continued to fire, the enemy displayed a white flag and Lt. Conger
went forward capturing 31 German soldiers and found eleven others who had been
killed, ILb. Conger bthen continued on to cabeh up with his Infantry unit. :
Through Lt, Conger's unsurpassed courage, bravery, devotion to duty, leadership,
initiative, judgement and common Sense displayed on these occasions on this day,
he inspired those about him and those familiar with the facts and is a greab

inspiration to those who may read of his deeds,




