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Merkstein, am 9, Maerz 1949

BESCHETINIGUNG

Es wird bescheinigt, dass die Kampfhandlungen in der
Gemeinde derkstein am 27, September 1944 begonnen haben und
die Gemeinde Merkstein am 6. Oktober 1944 von amerikanischen
Truppen besetzt worden ist.

Auf dem Waldfriedhof in Merkstein waren drel im Luft-
kampf gefallene Fliegersoldaten beerdipt, die spaeter aber
von ameriknischen Soldaten ausgegraben und wahrscheinlich
auf dem Heldenfriedhof in Margreten (Hollend) beigesetzt
worden sind, Im Erdkampf gefallene Soldeten der amerikani-
schen Armee sind auf den Friedhoefen der hiesicen Gemeinde
nicht beigesetzt worden, asuch an anderen “tellen der hiesigen
Gemeinde sind mir CGraeber von gefallenen ameriknaischen Sol-
daten nicht bekannt.

Der Gemeindedirektor

(Siegel)

gez., Geich

Merkstein, 9 March 1949
STATENMENT

It is certified thet fightine in the community of
Merkstein started on 27 Ceptember 1944 and the occupation
of the community of Merkstein took place on 6 October 1944
by American troops. In the Merkstein cemetery "Waldfriedhof”,
there were three (%) airmen buried who were killed in serial
combat but were disinterred later by American soldiers and
?robably interred in the Military Cemetery at lMargraten

Hollend). Deceased soldiers of the American army killed
in earth-combat heve not been buried in the cemeteries of
this community and there are also nc grave sites known to
me in other localities of this community.

(Stamp) The "Gemeindedirektor"
s/ Geich

I hereby certify that this is a true translation
of thq,iSova to the best of my ability.

e 4

untey Daske
erman interpreter
A TRUE COPY:

gd PAUL H. MUELLER
Major Cavalry
Operations Officer

(Exhibit "B")
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Jakob Fischer
Finkenrath 20 _ Finkenrath, den 9. Maerz 1949

EREKEL A ERURNRG

Ich erklaere dem Kommando des amerikanischen Graeber=-
dienstes, dass ich nicht evakuiert war und dsher iurenzeuge
der Kaempfe in dieser Gagend war, Die ersten amerikanischen
Truppen erschienen hier am 27, oder 28. September 1944 und
richteten in meinem Hause einen Truppenverbandsplatz ein.
Saemtliche Verwundeten kamen hierher, wurden verbunden und
g€ingen dann zurueck.

Da es mir aber verboten war, in der Umgesend mich fpei
zu bewegen, kann ich ueber einzelne Geschehnisse keine In-
formationen geben, So ist mir auch von dem Stosstruppunter-
nehmen, welches 1t. Beschreibung des Gelaendes etwa 600 m
von hier stattgefunden hat, nichts bekannt, auch koennte ich
nicht sagen, dass amerikanische Truppen, d4ie hier stationiert
waren und etwa drei Wochen nach dem Durchgang der Front eine
Suchaktion nach gefallenen amerikanischen Soldaten startete,

. an der beschriebenen Stelle Gefallene gefunden haben., Cicher
ist aber, dass alle amerikanischen gefallenen Soldaten, die
gefunden werden konnten, von eigenen Truppen fortgeschaft wurden,

Persoenlich habe ich nur zwel amerikanische Gefallene ge-
sehen, die beide durech Artillereitreffer gefallen sind, Einer
von diesen war ein Sanitaeter und fiel en der Boeschung der
Bahnlinie washrend der andere auf dem Hof meines NHachbars
den Tod fand. =

gez. Fischer, Jakob

Jacob Fischer
Finkenrath 20 Finkenrath, 9 March 1949

STATEMENT

I certify to the team of the American Graves Registration
Command that I was not evacuated and therefore eyewitnessed
the fighting in this territory. The first American troops
appeared here on 27 or 28 September 1944 and established a
first-aid-station in my house. All wounded were brought here,
their wounds dressed and transferred further to the reer,

Since it was forbidden for me to move around in the
vieinity 1 am noot able to give informetion regarding par-
ticular happenings. Thus nothing is known to me concerning
the patrol which encountered enemy fire in a territory about
600 meters from here, according to a description received,

I also could not state that American troops stationed here

which, sbout three (3) weeks after the front had moved on,

started a search for deceased American soldkers, had found

deceased on the location prescribed. But it is certain that
all deceased American soldlers who ocould be discovered have
been removed by own troops,

I personally did see only two (2) deceased american
soldiers who both were killed by an artillery shell, One (1)

(Exhivit "C")
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Statement of Mr. Jacob Fischer (cont'd).

of thege was & mediec and was killed on the slope of the
railroad, while the other was killed in the yard of my
neighbor's farm.

s/ Tischer, Jakob

I hereby certify that this is a true translation
ove to the best of my ability.

A TRUE COPY:

ed PAUL H. MUELLER PHM
Major Cavalry
Operations Officer

(Exhivit "C%)
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Mariahne ‘‘teffens
Merkstein-Wildnis 2 Merkstein, den B, laerz 1949

ERKLAERUNG

~ Ich erklaere dem EKommando des amerikanischen Craeber-
dienstes, dass ich auf dem Gut Hofstedt (Meulsnberger Hof),
in welchem ein deutscher Truppenverbandsplatz eingerichtet
war, in Diensten stand, Nach der Linlieferung eines ameri-
kanischen Soldeten gefregt, keann ich sagen, dass ungefaehr
am 29. oder 30. September 1944 ein verwundeter amerikanischer
Scldat in diesen Truppenverbandsplatz eingeliefert wurde,
Er war beinverletzt, und wie deutsche Soldaten sagten, kam
dieser von den Bunkern in der Gegend von Rimburg. Von den
Soldaten wurde auch weiter erzaehlt, dass dieses der einzige
Ueberlebende von einer Cruppe Soldaten war. Es war auch von
einem Ctosstrupp die Rede. Es wurde leider nicht erwaehnt,
wo die Lelichen der uebrigen verblieben oder begraben wurden,

Weitere Informationen kann ich nicht geben.

gez, Marianne Steffens
Marianne Steffens
Merkstein-Wildnis 2 lierkstein, 8 iarch 1949
STATEMENT

I certify to the team of the American Graves Registration
Command that I was in emplopment at the farm "Hofstedt" ("Meu-
lenberger Hof") in the buildings of which a German first-aid
station had been established., Questioned as to the delivery
of asmerican soldiers there I can state that a wounded American
soldier was delivered to this first-aid-station on about
29 or 30 September 1944, He had leg wounds and, as related
by German soldiers, this soldier came from the rillboxes
located near Rimburg. It was also related by the soldiers
that he was the only survivor of a group of soldiers; the
relation referred also to a patrcl-undertaking. But no
mentioning was done as to the whereabouts or place of inter-
ment of the others.

That is all informetion I csn furnish,.

s/ Mariasnne Steffens

I hereby certify that this is a true translation
ove to the btest of my ability.

erman interpreter A TRUE COFY:

2d PAUL H. MUXLLER
Major Cavalry

Cperations Officer
(Exhibit "D")

PHM
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Konrad Vﬂften
lierkstein-Finkenrath Rinkenrath, den 9, 'laerz 1949

ERELAERURG

Ich erklaere dem Kommando des Americanischen Craeber-
dienstes, dass ich bis 1. Jull 1948 Verwalter des Cutes Rim-
burg war. In dieser Eigenschaft kenne ich des Gelaende sehr
gut; weiss aber nicht, dass in der Eisenbahndurchfahrt sued-
lieh von Gut Rimburg und auf dem davorliegenden Feld ameri-
kanische Soldeten gefunden wurden. Der Acker ist 1945 kul-
tiviert worden und es wurde, ausser dem Fuss zu einem deut-
schen Soldaten gehoerend, weiter keine Ueberreste gefunden.
Es ist aber anzunehmen, dass die Leichen der gefallenen
amerikanischen Soldaten ssemtlich von den eigenen Truppen
geborgen worden =ind.

gez. KXonrad Vetten

Konrad Vetten
Merkstein-Finkenrath _ Finkenrath, 9 March 1949

STATEMENT

I certify to the team of the American Graves Registration

Comnand that I was supervisor until 1 July 1948 on the farm
estate Rimburg., Having been in this position the territory
concerned is well known to me; but 1 do not know about the
discowery of deceased American soldiers in the railroad cut
south of the farm-estate of Rimburg, of on the fleld west
of the cut. The field concerned was cultivated in 1945 but
no remains, with the exceptiol of a foot belonging to a
German soldier, were discovered. Gowever, it can be assumed
that the remains of deceased American soldiers were all re-
moved by own troops.

s/ EK,nrad Vetten

I hereby certify that this is a true translation
o th_gﬁgve to the best of my sbility.

ter/Daske

erman interpreter
A TRUE COPY?

ed PAUL F. MUELLER
Major Cavalry
Operations Officer

(Exhibit "E")
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Merkstein, den 10, Maerz 1949
ERKLAERUNG

Seit Juni 1945 bin ich Friedhofswaerter der Gemeinde
Merkstein und bin somit in der lLage, ueber saemtliche auf-
gefundenen und im Friedhof lerkstein beerdigten Soldaten
deutischer sowle auslaendischer Nationelitaset Auskunft zu
geben., Meines Wissens nasch und 1lt. Unterlagen in meinem Be-
eitz ist auf dem von mir betreuten Friedhof kein amerikani-
scher Soldat mehr beerdigt. Nur drei (3) amerikanische Flie-
ger hetten lhre letzte Ruhestaette auf..diesem F_iedhof und
eind am 10.4.1946 von amerikanischen T urpen umgebettet
worden, Saemtliche auf dem I' iedhof in Merkstein beerdigten
unbekennten Soldasten sind definitiv deutsche Soldaten, welche
saemtlich in der Umgegend von Merkstein und auch im Rimburger
Busch aufgefunden worden sind.

Von der Begebenheit in der Naehe der Rimburger Muehle
wo ein amerikenischer Stosstrupp versuchte an deutsche Bunker
herpanzukommen, ist mir nichts bekannt, Auch kann ich mit Be-
stimetheit sagen, dass in der betreffenden Cegend kein ameri-
kanischer Soldat in den Jahren nach dem Krieg gefunden wurde.
Weiter kann ich sagen, dass nach Beendigung der Kampfhandlungen
hier in Merkstein hier stationierte amerikanische Truppen eine
Suchaktion nach Gefallenen, gleich welcher Nationalitaet,
starteten und saemtliche aufgefundenen Soldaten nach einem
unbekannten Bestimmungsort transportierten.

Am 9. und 10. Vieerz 1949 habe ich nun ein Kommanéo
des smerikanischen Graeberdienstes hegleitet und noch einmsal
die ganze Umgebung der in Frage kommenden Bunker abgesucht,
jedes Schuetzenloch asufgegraben, und auch jede Bodenerhebung,
die sauf ein Grab hindeuten koennte, nachgegraben. Auch die
beschriebenenEisenbahnboeschung wurde noch einmal nachge-
sucht und vorhandene Schuetzenloecher aufgegraben., Aber alle
unsere Demmwehungen waren umscnst, So bliebe dann die Hoeglich-
keit, dass die Besatzung des Bunkers bei der Cefangennahme,
die kurz nach dem betreffenden Vorfall erfolgte, den amerika-
nischen Truppen von dem Vorhandensein von gefallenen amerika-
nischen Soldeten benachrichtigten und diese dann fuer die
Ueberfuehrung Sorge truegen,

gez. Ujchael Wesender
Totengraeber der
Gemeinde Merkstein

M_rkstein, 10 March 1949
STATEMENT

I am cemetery caretaker of the community of Merkstein
since June 1945 and am therefore in the position to furnish
information about all discovered and in the cemetery of
Merkstein buried soldiers of German as well as foreign
nationality. To the best of my knowledge and. according to

(Exhibit "F®)
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Ctatement of Mr, Uichael Wesender {cont'd),

records in my possession, there is no American soldier buried
anymore in the cemetery taken care of by me. Only the buriesl
gite of three (3) American airmen was located in this cemetery
but these were disinterred and removed by American troops on
19 april 1946. All unknown soldiers buried in the cemeterv at
lMerkstein are positively German soldlers, and all of which
were found in the vicinity of Merksteln included the Rimburg
forest.

Of the happenings near the Rimburg mill where an
American combat-patrol tried to approach German held pill=-
boxes, nothing is known to me. I alsc can state with certainty
that in the territory ccncerned no american Geceased was
found in the years following cessation of war., I further can
state that after fighting ceased in the town of Merkstein,
American troops stationed in Merkstein started a scarch for
deceased not caring of what nationelity and removed all de-
ceased discovered to an unknown destination.

On 9 and 10 March 1949 & team of the American Graves
Registration Command and I searched the vicinity of the
pillboxes in question once more, ¥We dug up each foxhole
found and all such places that indicated a possible grave.
Also the ralilread cut mentioned was searched once more and
foxholes present were dug up. But all efforts were of negative
result. Therefore the only poseibility ie that the crew of
the pillboxes when taken prisoner, what took plasce shortly
after the ocourrences prescribed, informed the 4merican
troops of the presence of deceased American soldlers which
then took care for the remoéval,

s/ Micheel VWesender
Cemetery Caretaker of the
Community of “erkstein.

I hereby certify that this is a true transletion
ot.the EE)YG to the best of my ability.

unte
erman interpreter

A TRUE COPY:

gd PAUL H. MUELLER PHM

Ma jor Cavalry
Uperations Offic.r

(Exhibit "Fn)
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NARRATIVE Holland B773

An investigetion of the Rimburg (36-85) ares wns conducted.
Mr, N. Esller, farmer, and scting burgommaster of Rimburg in
September - Uctober 1944 declared thet during liberation of
Rimburg no American scldiers were killed on the territory
of that village. lHowever, American patrols freguently

went from Rimberg, Holland to Dimburg, GCermeny, where the
Siegfried line started. There were no German fortifications
on Dutch territory. These pill-bomes and bunkers (Siegfried
lm)m-i‘hnhdmtufm on German territary.

winikel n-nnﬂ;nt of the Federsl elice at Rimburg,

- pad that no jmericans are buried in Rizburg. No
Gm m—m-um-mmummmmmw
These fortificetions (Stegfried line) were on Germen territory
east of Rimburg.

According to basic cammunication I,'Sgt Wade,
. Jr. Pfo Anthony T. Drebecki, end “feo. Jolm W. Ereigh
begane missing while on e wmission to dssiroy pill-boxes east of
Rimburg.

Statements of Mr. Caller and ir. Hesewinkel show:

1. Ec imcrican scldiers were killsd in Rluburg.

2. No Gormen fortifications on the Dubch side of the
border.

3. The fortifications, bunkers, pill-bowes (Siegfried line)
are situsted ssst of Rimburg, on German territery.

It ie evident that the three E.M. referred to sbove did not
become missing in Holland, but in Cermamy. it is therefore re-
comenied that, in order to rescive this osee, it be forwanded
to the proper AGRD authorities in Gemmany.

I A
HENDRICK 1.. VEIGH
Investigator

P -
Matl o
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TRANSLATION

District Hertogembosch
of the Federal Polipe

Fost Gommendant Doclaration

Rimburg, 7 Deceuber 48

Undersigned, P. Hagewinkel, post commandant of the Federsl . cliocs
declares herewith thet no German fortificetions (pil) bexes and suck)
were erected on Dutch territory. WNo American scldiers are buried here,
These pill-boxes (Siegfried line) are situnted om Germen territery,
sast of Rimburg.

/&/ P, Hagewinkel

CERTIFIED A MW CERTIFIED A TRUE TRANSIATION

nmmm Gre Jom HENDRICK L. VIIGH, D-150596
1lst It Investigator.




Non-Recoverable' Board Proceedings (Cont'd)

5. RECOMMENDATION i: Zthat the remains ofthe deceased listed in
Exhibit "A" be determined non-recoverable.

s/ Allan I, Lawson s/C. Vl. Steinsiek s/ John A. Boutin
ALLAY: ., LAWSON C. W, STEINSIEK JOHN A, BOUTIN
Captein, QuC Captain, Qic 2nd Lt, C
dember Member Member

A TRUE COPYs

; 5\
L, S i

C. C, WASSCN
Capt QUC

NOTE: The Board Findings and Roster received from the Field Board are filed
in the 293 file of Pvt Francis Archambeault, 31 375 778.
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NARRATIVE OF INVESTICATION
AT RIMBURG, GERMANY
COORDINATES 3/E-85
ON 8, 9 AND 10 MARCH 1949

On the above dates an investigation was conducted
east of Rimburg, near the Rimburg mill on German territory,
for the purpose of locating the remains of T/Sgt, WADE J,

R,, 35346981 ; Pfe, JOHN W. KREICH, 33764399;
Pfe, ANUTHO . DRABECKI, 35555353%; who became missinz in
action while on a mission to destroy pillboxes east of
Rimburg.

This team first visited the burgermeister's orfice
at Ubach-~-Palenberg in order to obtain informstion regarding
the removal of American deceased, unknowns in particular,
in the pears following cessation of war, and amlsoc to secure
information as tc the course and kind of fighting. Here it
was learned that American deceased neither were discovered
nor interred in the cemeteries falling under the jurisdietion
of the office in Ubach-Palenberg (see exhibit "A“i. The same
inquiry was made at the burgermeister's office in Merkstein
which is responsible for the area east of Rimburg. It was
stated that fighting in the community of NMerkstaein started
on 27 Sgptember 1944 and the occupation was established on
6 October 1944, Mo American dece=sed ather then three (3)
airmen had been buried in the Merkstein cemetery, which
were disinterred in 1946 by an American team, No information
as to any grave sites in the community could be given (see
exhibit "B"),

This team then proceeded in guestioning the population
in order to locate a person present during the days of
combat, By this a Kr, Fiseher was contacted who had come
into contact with “merican fighting troops. He stated that
on 27 or 28 September 1944 American troops appeared in his
house and established a first-aid-stetion there. All wounded
from the vieinity passed this place, were cared for and evacusted
to the rear., Questioned for information regarding the particular
happening as prescribed in this case Mr. Fischer stated that
it was forbidden for him to move around thus he held no inform-
etion although the location concerned is only sbout 600 meters
away. But he says that American troops stationed in the aresa
started a search for American deceased shortly after fighting
had ceased and that the deceased found were evacuated to the
rear (see exhibit "C"),

A Mrs, M, Steffens, then in employment at the farm
"Hofstedt", steted that a G_rman first-sid-station had been
established in the building8 of that farm. When questioned
regearding the delivery of smerican wounded at the station
on the eritical date she declared that a wounded American .
soldier was delivered on 28 or 29 S ptember 1944, and thst
she could legrn by overhearing the 8onversation of the
delivering German soldiers: this soldier came from the
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Nerrative of Investigation at Rimburg {3/K-85) (eont'd).

pillboxes located near Rimburg and that he was the only
survivor of a group of soldiers who had formed a patrol,
Nothing was said as to the whareabouts or place of inter-
ment of the others (see exhibit "B"),

A Mr, K. Vetten, former supervisor of the farm-estate
Rimburg who is well acquainted with the territory, stated
that he does not know about the recovery of deceased in the
reilroad cut south of the farm-estate Rimburg or on the
field covering the area between railiroad and Wurm River,

The field in question was cultivated in 1945 but no remains,
not counting & foot belonzing to a German deceased, were
discovered, He further says that 1t can he assumed the de-
ceased were removed by own troops {(see exhibit "E"),

At last thlis team contacted the cemetery caretaker of
Merkstein, ¥r, Mbohael Wesender, who holds this position
since June 1945 and is able to give ilnformation, bassd
upon records and nersonal knowledge, about all discovered
and in tha Merkstein cemetery buried deceased of German as
well as forelgn nationality. Fe stated that no American de-
ceased is buried in the cemetery taken c¢are of by him ex-
cept the three (3) airmen the remains of which were dis-
interred and removed on 10 April 1946, Unknowne interred
there are positively of Cerman naticnality. He alsoc says
thet in the territory concerned no Asmerican deceased was
found in the years following cessation of war, and that
Ameriean troops searched the whole area for deceased after
fighting had ceased not caring of what nationality and re-
moved them to an unknown destination, presumably Margrsten,
Holland {(see exhibit "F"),

48 the search of this team so far was of negative
result, a therough investigation in presence of the cemetery
caretaker was made in the area concerned. Fartly covered
foxholes found in the slopes of the railrcad cut mentioned
were dug up -~ nothing was found. The pillbox about a hundred
(100) yards behind the railroad cut on a hill was thoroughly
inspected and the entrance uncovered. An American steel-
helmet bearing neither initials nor digits was found, and
it possibly might belong to ome of the missing. Next the
whole surrounding area was searched ané every foxhole as well
as place thet could pessibly be a grave was dug vp - but &ll
efforts were of negative result. Therefore it is presumed
that the deceased in question, after having been recovered
by the crew of the reepective pillbox, were buried or held
there until thelr surrender which, accerding to circumstances,
must have ta2ksn place soon thereafter, and then repcrted the
presence of these deceased to the cccupying troops. These
might have taken care of the removel.
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Narrative of Investigzeticn at Rimburpg {3/K-85) (copt'd),

CONCLUSION:

It is the opinion of this investigator that the
deceased in question were removed by own troops, This
belief also is strongly coafirmed by the fact that no
deceased Amerlecan soldiers atl all were ever found in the
years following cessation of war,

Gerard i, Croize
DAC 6618
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Der Gemeindedirektor
der Gemeinde Ubach-Palenberg
Abt, IV Ubach, den R. Maerz 1949

BESCHEINIGUNG

Der Einmarsch der amerikanischen Truppen in den Ortsteil
Ubach-Palenberg erfolgte am 4. Oktober 1944, Gefallene ameri-
kanische Soldaten wurdén nicht aufgefunden, ebenfalls erfolgten
keine Beisetzungzen auf den Friedhoefen der Cemeinde,

Saemtliche abgeschossenen Panzer im Gemeindebezirk vurden
im Jahre 1948 von Altmaterialfirmen abtransportiert.

Soweit hier bekannt ist, wurden seemtliche gefallenen
amerikanischen Coldaten waehrend den Kampfhendlungen nach
rueckwaerts (Holland) abtransportiert,

I.A,

(Siegel)

cez. Wiensnds

The "Gemeindedirektor" of the
Community Ubach-Palenberg
Seetion VI Ubach, 8 March 1949

ETALATEMENT

Occupation of the town-section of Ubach-Palenberg by
smerikan troops took place on 4 Uctober 1944, No deceased
American soldiers were discovered and no interments were
made in the cemeteries of the community.

Armoared vehicles put out of action in the territory
of the communit% have all been removed by salvage-firms
in the year 194%.

As far as known, all deceased American soldiers were
evacuated to the rear (Holland) while fighting still was
going on.

I.o.

(Stamp)

s/ Wienands

I hereby certify that this is a true translation
o .thuﬁbove to the best of my ability.

untefr Daske

German interpreter
A TRUE COFY:

gd PAUL H. MUELLER  PHM
Major Cavalry
Operstions Officer

(Exhivit "a")




