c ASSIFIEO e XECUTIVE ORDER 12332.; %@TION 3.3,/
oect W NARA, DATE :
SOth: I). NTRY BENTMREN
117th Infantry Regimsnt
“B" Company 7
BREACHIIG Tdk SIHGFRIED LINE c,,L")’/
The Firdt Patrol to Cross :

the Wurm Rive»®
22 September 1944

(I,nterview with Pvt, Breit Youenes, lst pkatoon, "B" Gompany, 11 -
Infantry Regimemnt, 31 October 1944, PR Cept, Hechler) :

) “"The patrol consisted of our platoon 10&&@,‘ Lt. Robart
Cushman; Sgt. James Billings, Pvt, Glen Dreke and gyself. We wers
given the mission of going down to the Wurm River, finding out 1its
wldth ‘and depth, what kind of banks it had end what was the best plase.
for an assmlt crossing, WNobody had previously crossed the river op ‘

even reached 1t; that's why it was natural that Lt., Cushman should .hav.!

been given the assignment,

"The lieutcnent showed us each the aerial photos of the ter= {3

rain, and planned carefully the route we were to take-- whidc was (ho

east to the edge of Marienberg, then northeast through a draw 'borw
by woods, then due east again to a tree line by the river.

“"We erranged for signals-- bne an: of the fingers to go,
and two snaps for a nalt. ror equiprent we tock two grenades apilece,
our first aid packets, and Ml rifles, We each carried a bandolier of
aumnition, Lt. Cusnman and I took along our bayonets., Billings and
I removed the stacking swivels from our rifles m they would not meke.
any racket. Lt, Cushman and Billings took of f their rifle auxguE

o “We did not use any burnt cork on our face 8, but killed the ek
glare by putting mmd all over our faces, |

"It was raining slightly that evening, vhich helped us by j:.;_

deadening the sound a little. We were also fortunate in havi.ng a lot

of enemy heavy artillery liring; whenever we saw the flash of the gll.nl
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we would get up anu take off and our movement s #ould be drowned by

the roar of the guns.
"After checkixg with our outposts, and estimating tnn vo

would retu.rn, we crawled out to & haystack at the edge of ths opu a1
field, just east of Scherpenseel, at 1800. We stayed in and around the
haystack and observed from 1800 to 2000, No enemy was seen or h...-l.‘
during this time, but we had a good opportunity to get a gmqu‘l. ‘vie
of our location and doute, Somehow I kept thinking over mﬂ over lgd.n
'We won't get back from this patrol.' Why? Well, it was jus that .
there were only four of us and there were so many Jerries, We had
heeard that the Jerries had been sending sixty man pajrols out to am=
bush and get some prisoners from us, 0 they could by questioning find
out when we planned to attack the Siegfried Line.

"After leaving the naystack at dark, we walked, carefully,
for 200 yards and then started crawling. We advanced three yards apax
with Billings in the reear, and three in a lins three yards to the fronf
with myself, Lt. Cushman and Drake from left to rights
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"When we reached the brink of the hill, 1500 yards from the
starting point, we got up and started to welk through the draw along
the edge of the woods. ‘e moved single-file down a road bordering
the left edge of the woods in the draw, Things went well unttil Bille
ings stepped on some broken china whida the Germans had strung along
the spproach, Lt. Cushmen examined it cerefully, and we bypassed it.
It wasn't there the day we assaulted the siegfried; I remember loocking
for 1t particularly. . .
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"out of the woods we started to crawl again, Five yards ouﬁ

g

of the woods we ran across owr first barbed wire; there was a single

while Lt. Cushmen ocut
but Just as I started
one of the nillboxes, znd there I was slung across the fence ard lu.éi
houetted against it. Luckily nobody saw or heard us.
"Now we started movirg more slowly in the direction of a house
on the north-south road which parallels the Wurm River. Helf way to
the river a cow made & noise exactly like a mem, Lt. Cushman whis-
pered to me: 'That sounds exactly lile a human being.' But by now
thdre was another noise, and I replied: 'No, sir, 1t's a cow because
a human doesn't chew his cud.! Drake swore he saw & German guard pa=-
trolling the river, and then he amd Billings had an i1dea that thay
saw a cigarette in tne darkness. You know how it is on a night patrol
you think every canned eye in the world is watching you. The combinsa-
jlon of t".he COW gna taese other things caused us to stay S}ill for
full thirty minutes.
: V“Lt. \Cusrnnm called for me to come over, and before he muld
sey anything, I blurted: 'What the Hel 1 are we waiting for? Let's get
down to the river.! I was cold and wet and wanted to get ba.c:k. The
lieutenant did not like what I had said, I guess, becglzse he said kind
of gruffly: 'Well, If you want to go so much, go shead, I don't care.!
So I took off, but only got ten yards before he called me bncl;:. E
"About that® time, the patrol split up, Lt. Cushmen and Bil=
lings going to the right and Urake and I to the left, We looked ahead
and thought tnat what was actually the road was the river, so we re=-

Jolned at the road-- lined up four abreast,.
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"We were aboul ten yards apart at the roau, Then there were a lot

* of strange nolses. Jerry opened up with a burp gun, but we figared it
mast have come from a pillbox and was too far away to have seen ulw.

ﬁxere was a machine gun firing saile tracers ovar to the right, amd :

6ooaaionally a mortar would plop ovor to our right, It was now 1280,
and we figured that we had to hurry on., Just then for the first time

I began to notice a gurgling, grating scund to our irmediate frant,
I sald: YThat's a fast-running stream and it's going to .be shalluwe!
Lt. Cushman répli.ed: 1Prgbably has a rocky battml toc.'! But our rl;or
turned out to be some kind of mechanized vehlcle which was working up
around the pillboxes,.

"Not falr/'\from the road we found some more barbed wire, which
was oniy single-strand, but it was very taut =nd you could not spread it
to get through or um er. We cut this and then covered tho remaining
75 yards to the river by short rushes. We advanced by twos, Dralke and
Billings, and then Lt, Cushman and myself leapfrogging until we got
twenty yards from the river., There Lt. Cushman placed Drake and Billings

to guard facing the rear and slightly toward the sides,
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""There was a broken-down barobed wire fence between us ad the river,
but we got tnrough that quickly. I left my rifle at the fence post bec aud
I was afraid I might have to wade tiie river. ' '

"Lt. Cushman whispered: !'You wait here.' He then reoonnovitan‘-od tb&
bank twenty yards up to the right (south) and he came beck and vent ten
Yards down to the left (north), thewm whispered: 'Come here & .inute.® ‘
We!both edgedup to the bank in the blackness of the night and he asked wet
'How far down there do you reckon the water 1s%! It looked to me to be ;
about 1'ifty feet down, but I thought surely my benspective myst be off
a 1little, so I said: 'Oh, about 18 or 20 feet, I gue:;s, sir,' Lt. Cushman 3
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sald: 'That looks about right . Hold my hand, I'm going down there,!
! hat relieved me & great deal, for 1 felt sure he was going to ask me
to wade the river, and I was all ready to reply: 1After yon.'lieﬁ.
¥He went cown into the water with no nolse, waded across to the -
opposiﬁe bank and then came back. Two more [lares shot up over the
pillboxes, but still apparently nobody saw us. I was afraid he was
golng to send me in, but when he got back he only reached up for my
hand to help him up tne bank. He was shivering and&'ipping wet whem
he ceame up the pank, and said: 'I hope thosa\Ware satiafied,?
Tnen we started buck, wnd cidn't give a damn about crawling; we just
hightalled it back as r'ast as possible, “We got back at 0230,

"On tne wey back, Lt, Cushman sakd he figured the depth varied
between 3 and 4% feet, and tnat the river averaged Iifteen feet in
widthe I told him I 1elt it was more lilke 18 feet wide, because he
had taken five end a half steps when he went across the first time,

"The next morning at breakfast, Lt, Cushman came up to us and
sald: 'Cole Frankland liited our work; he said that you did a darned

good job,t! "

#% Nedet The river l-vel at tils point is actually only 3-4 feet below the
Lop of inhe bLatuid, —

{ils mutrol was signivicant in tuat It was the damml tirst to find
Sut whlt t.oe wurm alver was actua.ly lixke, and as a direct result the plen
to use ss:milt boats for the crossing wes wcandoneds In addition, the rouwe
omployed by t.e rayrol was exactly uthe sase as taat used by the lst platoon
ol B Jo any on tne day of tue assalt,



