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117th Infantry Regiment
"B" Company, lst Battalion
BREACHING Wis STUGHRIED LINE i i if"- -f'f ! .

nterviews and terrain walks wili the following: L,
a, Lt, William J, OU'Neil, platoon leader of A & P platoon, lst-bn.,
17 Oct. 1944
b, Capt, Robart C. Spiker, Company Commander of B Company
Lt. Jay lianley, platoon leader of weapons platoon
Pfec, Irving Sinensky, rifleman in support uetachment, lst platoon
Pyvt, Brent Youenes, 1lame-thrower in assault detachment, lst plat,
S/8gt . George Dail, platoon puide, 2d platoon
T/8gt, Howard wWolpert, actg. platoon leader of 3d platoon af'ter
wounding of Lt, whitney Refvem. on 2 Oct.
Pfec, 'rantits Casimian,; light mecuine gumner in weapons platoon
- 29 Oct, 1944
Interviews with tihe lollowing:
as Lt, Col. Robert E, Irankland, Bn. Commander, lst Battalion and
his staff, 12 Oct, and fiw other occasions to 50 Oct, 1944
b. Ltes Elwood Daddow, Lxecutiwe Oifficer of B Company
S/5gt. robert D, Hunber , platoon guide of lst »lat.
‘Pyt, William utouse, radio operator, lst plat.
Pvt, Norman Jandreesu, satchel charge-bearer, lst plab.
Pfe, Walter C. Lurner, BAR wan, lst plat.
Pfec, lelvin U, shaw, asst, BAR man, 1lst plat.
Pfc, ierschel D, Jones, BAR man, 1lst plat,
Pfc. John Morris, 1st scout,l8@ platoon
Pvt, George lientzer, 2nd scout, lst platoon
Pvt, Pasquale Vitd one, ammmunition=-bearer, 1lst platoon
Sgt, B.E., Clark, squad leader, lst platoon
Pyt, Willis Jenkins, pole-charge bearer, lst platoon
Bgt, Daniel Preston, BAR men, lst plat.
Pfc, Edwin bnowles, scout in support squad, lst plat.
Pvt, Raymond Vanwinkle, bazookaman, lst plat.
Pvt. Berlan Slater, riileman in support squad, lst plat,
Pvt. William P, Lisenby, rifleman in support squad, lst plat,
Sgt. I'red Burt, asst, squad leader, lst plat,
Cpl. John Curtis, BAR man, lst plat,.
Pvt, Vi or Kuinig, flame=-throwver, 2d platoon
Pvt. Merle Hasenkamp, pole charge-bearer, 2d platoon
Pyt, Andrew Chuckalovchak, assistant flamemthrower, 3d platoon
Pvt. Henry Hansen, flame-thrower, 34 plat.
I/3gts Albert laudice, support squad leader, 3d plat.
Pvt, bdward O'Brien, pole-charge bearer, 3d platoon ,
Pvt. Freeman Hensen, satchel-charge bearer, 3d platoon
Lt, Clarcnce Uraeser, platoon leader of ist plat., "D" Company
Lt. Ray Hart, kxecutive Officer of "D" Compeny :
Capt, Stanley Cooper, Company Commander of "D" Company (hvy wpns)
Sgte Lloyd Hamilton, weapons platoon of "B" Company
Pvt, Hichard Ballou, weapons platoon of "B" Company

- 29=31 Oct, 1944

v/ ees Capte Hechler
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On 2 October, "B" Company had the mission of advancing
abreast of' "C" Company of the 117th Infantry Hegiment to advance
east from the vicinity  Scherpenseel and cross the Vurm River,
breach the osSiegfried Line and seize an area in and on the eastern
edge of Palenverge. "B" Company was to advance to th%left (north)
of "C" Company,.

"B" Company was at full strengbth on the day of the jumpoff,
and had its full quota of equipment, The men were.in excellent fight-
ing trim and their morale was superior. There was some of the usual
good-natured joshing when rations of cigarettes and chocolate were
issued on the night of 1 October and early morning of the 2d, and more
than one man remarked: "Fhdy're f'attening up the pigs for the kill,
it looks like," :

Prior to the operation, preperation in the "B" Company are:
had been extensive, in planning and acquainting the men with the detal.
of terrain and enemy fortifications, training, dry runs, patrols; and
preparatory fires delitvered in the company sector.

The training and drilling which the men received prior to
2 October was carried out on a;\3peciatly—nnnatruuted sandtable main-
Tained at the 1lst battalion, 117th Infantry Regilment, and each man in
the company was acquainted with the locatlion ol' the enany pillboxes,
the poaition of the river, the route to be taken, terrain to be cov-
ered and tactics to be employed. On 25-26 September, the ®mpany
withdrew ﬁith_thﬁ remainder of the battalion to positions about 3 km,
west of Scherpenseel, where tiey had intensive work with pole md
satchel charges, flame-throwers, bangalore torpedoes, dry runs for

assaulting pillboxes and river-crossing practice, along with practice
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firing of all infantry weapons and practical work with the additional
engineer equipment. (Cf. Interview with lst battalion staff, 12 Oct. 1944)
"I for one feel that the sanfitable and the training we rewm ived was the
most thorough we ever had for any operation," said Pfc. Sinensky of the
1st platoon,

Dry runs for the river crossing had been made with specially-
constructed foot bridges, 15-20 feet in length and about 18 inches wide,
studded with cleats to help the men keep itheir footing. (Cf. Interview
with 1st battalion staif and Interview with Lt., William J, O!Neil, 17
October 1944).

Two important patrols provided vital intelligence material on
the nature of the terrain, barbed wire, enemy defenses and the Vurm Hiver.
The first was led by Lt, Hobert P, Cusklman, platoon leader of the 1lst pla-
toon on 22 September (Cushmen was the I'irst to cross the river on patrol).
this patrol ascertained tha the river was no more than 20 feet ‘wide at
the place "B" Company planned to cross, was not over 4% feet deep, and
that enemy troops had not entrenched yet to the west of the river., (Cf,
Interview with Pvt. Brent Youenes on results of this patrol, 31 Oct. 1944)
Lt., Don Borton, platoon leader of the 2d platoon, led a second patrol on
27 September which obtained additionalfinformation about routes of ap=-
proach to the riwr and up to the railroad track.

For a week prior to 2 October, artillery and mortars of various
calibers fired into the sector vhere B Comvany was to penetrate., The
118th Field Artillery Battallon laid down barrages with its 105mm. towed
howitzers, M2, The 258th Iield Artillery Battalion fired indirect fire
with 155 mm, self-propelled howitzers, Ml2, on 7 pillboxes in the area of
5 Company's assault, and & I'ange; of 2100-5570 yards scored 55 target

hits and claimed 17 penetrations on these sew n. (Cf. Report of 258th
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#ield Artillery Ba..alion to XIX Corps, 5 Octo.sr 1944), 'Lhe 624
Armored Field Artillery Battalion fired its 105mm self-propelled hoﬁ-
itzers, N7, for a week prior to the jumpoff, but claimed little credit
in destroying or damaging pillboxes. (Cf, Inverview with Lt, Col,
D.V. Bennett, 10 Out. 1944), C Company of the 803d Tenk Destroyer Bat-
talion fired its 3-inch guns, M10, at six possible enemy OFs in the

B Company area and ior a week prior to the jumpoif tired 500 rounds per
day., (Cf, Interview with Capt. Hobert Sincleir, 2l October 1944),

D Company (heavy weapons) of the 1lst battalion, 117th, fired 300 round:
of 8lmm mortars per day at various targets in the lst battalion area,
covering the B Company -area of advance, The 4,2 mortars of the 924
Chemical Battalion also assisted in firing during this week'!s prepara-
tory build-upe.

On the day of the jumpoff, B Company was mpp'éurte_d in its
advance by intensified fires by @l of these units. The 118th Field
Artillery Battalion counted on the doﬁghboys ® vering 100 yards every
five minutes; thg actually went faster, and mbat of the fire was checke
in time by the forward observer of tue 118th, (Cf, Interview with HMaj.
Raymord W, Millican, & October 1944). However, several individuals
testify that B Company rushed o fas to the river that they got some
air bursts from our own artillery, and also sone rounds were coming in

while
to the houses in i-slarienberg\HB Company was passing the town; no
casualties are beliwwed to have been csused by our own artillery. Yhe
infantry followed the preparation very closely, and thgy also fol=-
lowed the rolling barrage delivered by the 4.2 and 8lmm mortars very
closely. ;

Ihe preliminary saturation and dive-vombing was a disappoiht-

ment to the mens. "We had heard stories gbout thousands of planes that
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were supposed to huve come and destroyed the p..lboxes, but we only
saw a few of them and the damage was 4 ight," says FPvt. Ballou of the
weapons platoon, The assault squal. of the lst platoon, [irst to reach
the pillboxes, minimized the effectiveness of the medium bombers, but
stated that the fire bombs dropped by the P=38 righter-bombers may have
caused some of thef:gag;@omel to take cover within the pillboxes and in
any eitBnt provided good coverkni%wm craters{ cover which the assault
squed needed and appreciated).

Company "A" of the 7454 Tank Battalion was arpporting the
117th Inranbtry Regiment, and their route and time of advance was
planned to voincide with ‘the route of Company "B" to the rive®, As it
worked out, the tanks became mired in the mud & the river and caused
"B" Company more harm then good by drawing enemy artillery and mortar
fire on the support and weapons platoons. (Cf. Interview with Lt. Col.
William Y, wurnican, 5 Oct, 1944),

Company "A" of the 105th Combat Engineer Battalion attached
tvwelve men to Bompaﬁy B, Ifour with each platoon. <These men carriled
bangalore torpedoes and accompanied the assault squads; it was planned
to have them blow gaps in the tactical wire, but the wire whid had not
already been destroyed by 4.2 mortar fire was actually cut by infantry-

men armed vith wire-cutters and the bangalore men were not used., The
105th Combat &Sngineer Battalion constructed the foot bridges used by

B Company, and provided a I'lame-thrower, 2 25-1b pole charges and 2
25-1b. satchel charges ® r each platoon's assault squade. The flane-
throwers, demolitions, and foot bridges were carried by the inlantrymen
and operated by the infantrymen.

The enemy had brought up recent reiniorcements to the positions
in pillboxes and the r vicinity, and had brought up artillery in m
arec which could fire from the north, east and south of the B Compeany
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sector, The enemy artillery and morter fire, although not as intense
as in the C Company sector, was believed by meny men to be a more for=-
midable opponent than the pillboxes thenselves,

Approximately two companies of enany inf'antry, reinforced
by heavy machine guns, were in the regimental sector. 4he men in B
vompany cstimate that the Uermans were outnumbered in the immedilate
B Company area, but B Company als received opposition from the flanks
vhich had not yet been cleared.;\\'hen they moved forward, YThe two lead-
ing elements represented in the enemy line were the 550 Hegi ent ol the
.1866. Division, @nd the 424 Fortress iachine Gun Battalion, <Yne latter
came into the line 30 Beptember, al'ter having been organized at buessel=
dorf on 15 September from previously wounded soldiers discharged and
recalled into the service, !

The quelity of the infantry troops opposing B Company was
mixed; there were some fanatics sprinkled through the lot, but many were
young and old men, some decrepit or bewlildered, and most of them seemed |
willing to surrender al'ter a brief show of.resistance,

There were nine pillboxes capable of delivering fires into the
B Company area, They could deliver mutually supporting fires from a
ridge overlooking the area through which B Company had to advance, lione
of the pillboxes contained any heavier caliber gun than a machine gun. (
Secause of tihie limited visibility inside tune pllliboxes, the eneny placed
personnel in trenches arourd tne}autside of the pillboxes, Many of the Se.
were driven to cover by the bombing, artvillery and nortars, but there {
were several machine gun positions out side of the pillboxes with whid ;
B Company had to contend, |

In sddition to his gun positions within the pillboxes, the

enemy delicvered considerable harmssing l'ire Irom the houses, initially
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in largenberg and l.cer in Palenberg,
the terrain thrbugn which B Company made its advance pre-
sented several problems, The initial advanceé was across an open field
planted with beets and turnips, Ifor about 1500 yards. Troops in this
field could not be obsérved rrgg?%igggillboxes, but could be seen easlly
from two large slag piles east of Palenberg, or from numerous houses in

singl
warienberg and Palenberg. The enemy had gypillbox close to the edge of

smarienberg, commanging the approach across this fid d, but did not choose
To defend vigorously nere;;;;\only one man was in the pillbox when B
Sompany jumped off,

At the eastern edge of the open field, there was an abrupt il‘
drop and ther a gradual slope of 300 yards down to the Wurm River. The
slope was sufficiently wooded to provide good ®ncealment, and the
natural route was a draw running northeast toward the river. The draw
wWas open, but was lined with thick woods which cﬁt off the enémy view
Zrom the pillboxes, However, enemy stationed in FPalenberg houses could
observe this draw and thus direct artillery and mortear fire on it.

I:mediately to theheft of the draw, on a high hill, was the |
hamlet of Marienberg, which also afforded observation on the draw and
good positions for snipers in the houses. From the edg of the woods
at the end of the draw east To the river bank was about 250 yards,
cut by a dirt road rumning north-south, and some;“single-strand barbed
wire lence which did not prove mud of an obstacles <The river itself
was 15-18 feet wide at the point of B Company's crossing, about 4 feet
deep, swift, and-with muddy banks which were made slignhtly muddier by
rain on 1 October. It is diffiault to dignify this little brook as a
river, and may be difficult to understand why such elaborate prepara-
tions were made to cross it. The point id tlyat the cnemy could fire :
irom the pillboxes on the area around the niver, and had prepared ar-

tillery concentrations adjusted on the river area. In the words of
—’?“
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Col. ¥rankland, last battalion commander, the river crossing turned out

to be almost as important as the taking of the pillboxes, because the

enemy was surprised and thrown off balance by the sheer aggressiveness
of the speedy crossing of the river, |

On the far side of the river, there was another stretch of open
ground slopiﬁg slightly upward for 250-300 yards to tThe railroad track.
The track was set on a highn embankment, the west side of which provided
cover and concealment from the pillbéxes, The bank was lined with a high
hedge and some single-strand barbed wire, neither of which proved obstacles
Across the railroad there was an upward slope, grown over with beets,
;-mich extended up to the enemy's main line of pillboxes at the top of
& ridge, This ridge commanded the terrﬁnw as the edge of the
wooded draw, with the exception of brief defiladed spots like the ralilroad
embankment, and some spots jus east of the railroad track where dips in
1;_:1:_16 o und gaw pover from the pillbox fire, The pillboxes were on the
e {:- of the town of Palenberg, and the houses in Palenberg on
ne left of the B Company sector of advance afforded good fields of fire
2or snipers,
The o mpany assembly area was noruhwest of Scherpenseel, be-
een Siepenbusch and Grotenrath, with the Company CP located at (833607)
Scherpenseel, At 1030, the\Lst and 24 platoons moved down into OScherp=-
enseel ard at the company CF they were issued flame-throwers, satchel and
)ole charges, “‘hese items had been kept under?cover to keep lnmndry.

The line of departure was & north-south cow trail which cut

he open Ikelds about 400 yerds east of the main rosd toward Geilenkirchen.
8 plan of attack for the 30th Division was to have the 117th and 119th
siments advance gbreast. The plan of attack for the 117th Kegiuent call~-
Ia& for a l:{ne of bebtalions, with the lst battalion the assault battalion,
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Thé plan of attack for the lst battalion was for B and C Companies to
‘advance abreast, with B Company advancing on the left immediately south
of llarienberg, The plan of attack for B Company was for the lst platoon
ard 2d platoons to advance abreast, with the 1lst platoon on the right and
the 24 platoon on the left. The lst platoon was to take pillboxes 2 and
8 on the right flank, the 24 was to take pillboxes 3 and 7 in the center,
and the 3d (support) platoon was to come up on the left and reduce
pillbox #4 which was actually in the town of Pslenberg.
0 / The Gompany Commander, a 23-yeer old RUYC officer irom the Uni-
versity of Wust Virginia, had led his company since just after tie cross-
ing of the Vire Rlver, G-apt. Spiker's v:lrtues as a company commander
are thoroughness, coolre ss and a certain quiet efficiency vhich has won
the admiration of his men, @of the ®mpany of ficers said of him:
"What makes Capt. Spiker is the fact that he's a commander end knows the
difference between a commiander and a leader. He knows where to be in
order to maneuver his platbons and keep tabs with all developments., We
had one company commander who grabbed a bazooka and charged some enemy
tanks; he didn't last two minutes because he tried to be a leader. Alse,
Spike's got a good theory about artillery whibkreally worked in this
operation, He :{'i‘r_,mmea the eneny is going to chuck them in the rear
in order to zet oupr broins and owr wupport wiped oub; so he just wviorks
the whole compzny zhead fast enough to get under the r own artillery ami
it drops behind us.," (Interview with Lt. Elwood Daddow, B Company Exec~
utive Officer, 30 Od , 1944).

The line of departure was reached promptly at 1100, whidh was
H-hour. Lt., O'Neil and men from his A, & P, plaboon supervised the
carrying of the improvised foot. bridges, which h::ad been painted green
Tor cemouflage and hidden in the haystacks the night betfore,
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WO-foot ladders and 8 lo-foot ladders were earrie d along for

B Company, vhen they were belng uncovered irom thie haystack, a few
bullets started to sing from the pillbox on the main liarienberg-Palen-
berg road, 4 couple of B Company rifllemen had wandered forwerd td the
haystack and one of them geoare d: "Hey, I'm not supposed to be in on
this ladder-carrying detail." Lt. O'Nell yeclled back: "You@
- ot going andget moving ar we'll oll be plugged."

Fire ontinued to come irom the pillbox until the company moved
out across the beet [ields, and then a dingge German soldier was oOb=
served rumning south irom the pillbox. He got dout thirty yards down
the north-south road which cuts through tne beet fields by the pillbox
and then was caught in our 4.2 mortar roliirg barrage. vhen he was
reached, he had been killed by a mortar,

The 2d platoon proceeded north of the main Marienberg-Palenberg
road almogt to the town of marienberg befa e cutting south across the
road. <1he lst platoon advanced parallel to the 2d platocon on the
south side of tiie road, <Yhe weapons plaboon followed the 1st platoan.
The 34 platoon, in support, followed the route of the 2d pljai: oon, Lac
platoon occupied a irort of about 75 yards. <he men, bearing in mind ¢
vihat Col. {rankland and Capt. Spiker had emphasized, moved Ilorward dou
le~time, L‘he leadirg elements reached the brow of the hill 3-5 minute
after the jumpofi, having speeded across the beet amd turnip fields.

Ifhe 2d plajcoon leader, Lt, Don Borton, was, as usual, at the
head of his platoon, Borton was a big, awkward, 225-pourder, a Uni-
vergity of Washingbon product, whom men folluwed because he looked ang

nded like a leader., He was a veteran army men who had fought in

50
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and participated in toe sinmlated]@' 2 ska
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how to make his men po Torward with him snd was a reel leader. Less

then o week after the jmnp;oi'f Bg_x&on was lost in the attack on lariador



Lhe platoon leader of the 1lst platoon, Lt, Robert P, Cushman,
did not look like a leader, nor did he use the same technigues as Borton.
He was a vasghington otate graduate, had done some posbgrad:zork at Unge=
versity of Washington in some of Borton'!s classes, and then taught reform
school in Walla Walla, Ior a year or so vhile Borton was f{ighting in the
Aleutians, Cushman was warming a soft spot as a division persommel offi-
cer, <+his background seemed to pay off vihen he took over ﬂﬁgbé;katoon,
vhere his infl uence will probably live long despite the fact he was wound
and evacuated during the heavy artillery pumeling in Ubach two days afte
his platoon broke thirough the outer crust of tne Slegfridd Line. Far Cud
man fought for and with his men and knew everybody's problems. He kept
a little black book with all his men's home addresses and personalities.
He was one of the few officers who actually got a thrill out of; censorin
the mail of his men. "I!'d do anything for that man; I'd follow him any-
where," said Pvt. Vitalone, "If you were out there, he was always either
with yt;u or ahead of you," says Private Kknowles, "I was supposed to be
iirst scout, but he was always the first in everything," said Pvt, George
Mentzer o

Ten minutes before the company jumped off on 2 October, Lt,
Cushmen had received a telegram announcing the arrival of his: baby boy.
the men 1igured thal was one of the reasons he hurried the platoon so fas
that day, because he said laughingly that he was in a hurry to get it ove
ad get back home, He moved his platoon = fad that they had no casual-
ties until after they had taken their fir st pillbox._

Neither assault platoon had anyucasualties priar to moving dov
to the river, Going down the draw, the lst plabocon skirted the edge af
the woods to the right, and the 2d platoon moved down the center of the
drawe The 3d andl weaponsg platoons moved down the lef't side of the draw,
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By now the enemy wa; chrowing in mortars and ar..llery, although more
seemed to be descending on ¢ Company over on the right, <Yhe enemy fire
had little ef fect on the speecding assault platoons, but the 3d and weapo
platoons both sufilered some casualties when they stayed in position per=-
haps too long. <They had the disadvantage of coming through at a time wn
the enemy had the area well adjusted for artillery, whikd the assault
platoons rushed through so fas th& they literally kept ahead of the
ehemy fire,

The first B Companjr casualty came just as the 2d platoon
was crossing the north-south road on the outskirts of Marienberg. As
Lt, O'Neil says, "Its only result was more speed-- we took off like
big-assed birds," :

The 1st platoon wheeled south at the edge of the clump of
{r;oods bordering the draw, then turre d sharply southeast on a beeline
for the river., The <d platoon wound through a slightly longer route
on the left, but the speed was still .hign, YThere was a single-strand
barbed wire across the open space before reaching the river, but in=
Tantry wire-cutters speedily took care of this.

: : - \Sp_irtefi towarg / :

Vihen the 2d platoon the river, the men started to
complain that tiwey were Bdd tired irom t‘ne fast pace, an\d the load
of carrying the ladders., Lt, O'Neil\i%%Lt. Borton yelled !'Let!'s
g0, guys', and ran down across the north-south rosd and on towz;rd the
river, I was behind him. Fob some unkmovn reason everybody stopped at
a wire fence vhich ran north-south across our route, Yhe shelling got
heavier, ilen were getting killed all around me... L picked up a shovel

and smashed it dovn on the wire fence yelling: 'Oesus, let!s pget out o.
here,! * Lt, Borton ran to the river, waded across and slammed one of
bridges firmly on the Iar bank. In the training area, three 15-foot

ladder s had been used, plaving two in the stream zs a V-shaped base arx
usirg the third over the top fork the walking sarface, But atter



Lt. Borton had plunged into the Vurm Hiver and put the ladder from
bank to bank, he jumped out of the waver, put his hands on his hips
and turned arvound toward his men with the words: "Therels your god-
demned bridge,”

In the 1lst platoon area, Pvt, Slater relates that a single -
bridge was &lso used Tor the crossing., In this casé, a 15~-foot length
was used, and because it did not stretch fa enough out of the water
the mex of Thie I3t plaboon double-tiined acreoas in about fowr inches
of water,

Heunvhile, the 8lmm, mortars and heavy machine guns of "DV
Company were delivering éupporting fires, &fter delivering their pPires
preparatory to the jumpeff, and when the infentry had moved to the river,
the heavy mortars displaced Iorward to the western edge of liarienberg
on the north side of the main road and rired on pillbox #2 in the 1st
platoon sector and pillboxes 3 snd 7 in the 2d platoon sector. Yhe
heavy machine guns of thah.st platoon of D Cémpeny were all supporting
B Company directly, and thgy set up at the edge of the woods bordering
the north side of the draw on the southern edge of liarienberg. Although
enemy artillery fire caused six casualties among the heavy machine gume
in this draw, thgy moved forward to the river and later al ong the west
bank of the railroad track to continue firing at the pillbox embrasures
end aid in the support of the assanlt squadse

The weapons platoon of B Company also aided the advance by de=-
liverirg supporting rire. The machine gun section of the weapons pla=-
toon was set up initially on a rock pile just west of them north-south
road which parallels the Wwurm Riwver, Yhe machine guns were c¢guipped wil
BAR bipods which had veen attached in the hedgffw country instead of t.
ordinary tripods, to enable higher firing; in this case they enabled th
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machine gunners to deliver overhead Iire and sweep Irom the uarienberg
bridge site all the way south to Pillbox #8. Yhe second position taken
by the machine guns was at The river crossing point, east of the river,
with the guns concentrating on Pillbox #4 and the Palenberg area to the
north, The guns then went to tha\wbmﬂc ol the railroad track and
fired almost directly at Pillbox #4 vhile the 34 platoon was assaultihg
that box., <The final position of the light machine guns was also on the
west bank of the railroad track, some distance south, coverirg any threat
in the lst platoon mrea around the pillboxes.(jac "’"’“‘77)

I'J-'he mortars viere set up Ior firing initially at the edge of the
draw and woods soﬁtt:heastoi-' Marienberg, firing on and around the pillboxes
in the 24 and 354 platoon areas, "Of course a 60mm mortar shell would
bounce off a pillbox like a peanut, but they cauged t‘ne#;ersonnel in the
firirg trenches “co duck inside the pillbox," explained Lt. Manleym the
weapoﬁs platoon leader, The mortars displaced three times, the first
time to the west bank ol the river, then due east to the west bank of
the railroad track, and finally south along the railroad track to a point
onposite the lst platoon sector; however, mortarrfirew throughout
delivered on t‘neFillboxes in the 2Zd and 3d platoon sectors.

Jug as the\& platoon started to cross the river, two
groups of Germans ran up to surrender-- six in one group and five in
another, Wwney had evidently been dug in not far across the river, becaust
bullet s had been churning up the water just before thg ren out to surrén-

dor, They had no guns, andone was bald and helmetless; they yelled:

"Ve iss Folanders; no Deutsch; no Deutsch,"
The open area between the river and rellroad track was well

covered with artillery and mortar fi re from enemy positions vhen Uhe

assault platoons hurried across, Soly small arms and sniper ‘¢gf ¥re
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fire was encountered om the houses in Palenberg and a few scattered
shots irom the woods to the right front, but this did not bother the
men as much as the artillery, The 3d platoon and weapons I_Jlatoon, pimed
down at the edge of the draw, began to lose some men vhen thegy stayed in
an area where the artillery was coming in heavier., The situation was
complicatéd when radio contact between the 3d platoon and Capt, Spiker was
lost , ‘i wavered,
. Continuing his mad pace, Lt, Cushmen worked his way up to

a hedge bordering tne railroad track and personally cut the single-strand
barbed wire to allow his platoon to advance. "Where J'_n}i'e/ll is that assauld
squad?" yelled Lt, Cushman as Pvt, Youenes and his assistant flamethrower,
Pvt. J‘ames Smith, came puffing up. Cover was lacking in the field west of
the railroad track, but some men secured concealment by sneaking around
some of the cows that had been disemboweled by the shelling. *this round-
about route, along with the fact tha there was only one gap in the barbed
wire, ‘accounted for the fact that Lt. Cushmen had to yell for his assault
squad,

One by one, Lt, Cushman and his assault group sprinted across
the railroad tracks and l"lopged dovn in defiladed positions in the beet

{ields just ecr@ss the trackss ey- were luclly; they did not know 1t at

the time, but later the engineers removed several shoe mines and booby
traps from these beet fields, The charmed lif'e which accompanied tle

1st platoon stayed with it, Lt. Cushman then directed: "Bring up that sup
port," and the support squads crossed the track and quickly took up ressisk
posit:ions along the east side of the rallroad track directly facing the
pillboxes on the right side of the ® mpany sector. The platoon leader
had done a rcmarkable job in herding his boys across the rallroad track
less than forty-five minutes from the time thegy had left the line of de-~
parture,



‘the 24 platoon had a little more aifi'iculty between the river
and tne railroad track, because ol the intense artillery and mortar
Lire, but they ran the 1st platoon a close second in getting up to
the embanlkment, Cru.ssing the reilroad was more difllcult for the 24
platoon because the small-arms fire from the left was directed to a
greater extent at this sector,

shifted '

The 1st platoon\ﬁ-'ﬁ/nto high gear after crossing the rail-
road track, and proceeded to reduce and necutralize iwe pillboxes
with the loss of one man killed and one slightly wounded. <There were
many outstandimy individual periormances in accomplishing this fed .

lhere was also some excellent teamwork.

A flamethrower contributed materially to the taking of the
first two pillboxes, Pvt, Brent Youenes, with only two or taree hour
of practical work with the weapon, used it eifectively. On the speed

railréad track
journey to tlmw—.—fijmes Smith carried the flame Cthrower
arml then Youenes took it over in the final ruch up to the first pillb
Youenes was a fearless character who was "interested" in an inquisiti
way in what it would feel like to be tliat close to the treaching of i
biegfried. Line; Iience he had volunteered for the job, or had come' as
close to volunteering as the army system works on such cihoices. He i
& University of Washinpgton and ASTP product, sharply observant and ag
gressive, A minute after crossing the track, he ran up to Pillbox #
and squirted two bursts :mto the front embrasure 1romﬂ a d.L,.:;tEanG of
ten M ot
e o T T T T e

Pvt, Willis Jenkins then rushed lorward wien the Llame had

cooled, placed a pole charge, on the run, through the embrasure and °

ducked o1l to the riglit to wait Ior the explosion. "I taped the ign
just before crossing the railroad track," explained Jenkins. "I was
damned tired from rumning a miie with all that poundége that I didn!

- 16 = _
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have any time to think, But out It rig into vne pillbox and I'm

sure it did its woxrkc "
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The support ;.quad stormed up the beet fields and did excel=~
leﬁt work in covering Youenes and Jenkinse. "It was greut to watch,"
describes Pvb, Richard Ballou, an ammunition-bearer in the weapons
platoon. "I was dug in back at the river, and we all said: 'Those in-
fantrymen have guts.' They were walking up the hill just as though they
were going up to greet somebody and we really prayed for them.,"
Pvt§,Vitalone and Sgt. Billings were left to guard Pillbox #Qoﬂafter
the pole charge went off, and thiey were told to stay .there until re=
lieved by Company "A", Vitalone was standing behind Billings in one
of the rooms of the pillbox, when:he happened to notice dome movement

through a =kkk faring slit into the next room, Suddenly jerking Billings

backwerd, Vitalor fired a shot which weagealbbtween the metal. frame and
the door am then curved dowvnward, Summoning a German prisoner taken
earlier, Vitalone had him go in to persuade the others to surrender, and
fiwe Germans soon filed out shaking and saylng: YKamerad,"

With Pillbox #90 reduced, Pvt. Youenes started to the left and
across the road toward #2. He transferred his [{lamethrower to Pvi. Smith
at this voint. He had jug started ror #2, when he observed two German
helmets outside of Pillbox #6 south in the 4 and C Company sector, and

‘a German light mechire gun opened up on menbers of the suppart squad.

-

Sgte Daniel wmmmmmisd Pregton killed one of the men, a corporal, with a
rille shot and the othér‘(:ntered the pillbox, N e

Sgt. Radzio, Pvt, Isadore Polansky and e Pvt, Jandreau, then crawled up

along the edge of the woods to apnroach the pillbox from the blind side

on the south. Lt. Cushman and the support squad were covering the advang

Pfc. Herschel D, Jones of a DAR team fired a rifle grenade into the dirxt
= 1 -
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in front of the pilli x,; being afraid to alm too idgh-lest the grenade
strike above tﬁsgzzf:z:?%éﬁ(explqiae in his face. I1tadzio and Polansky

crept up to throw grenades, and Jandreau rounded the pillbox with a

satchel charge. Cpl. John Curtis and Sgt. rred Burke rushed up to the
right side of the pillbox, armed with smoke and hand grenades, Radzio
threw his first grenade at the pillbox, but it turned out to be a yel-
low signal smolke; he cursed whoever had “figured that a pillbox was
Just like one of our airplanes-- to wave at", and then threw a live
grenade into the front embrasure., Polansky started prancing around on
top of the pillbox; part of The vrancing mal have been due to a bullet
wound which Polansky would not admit he had in his thigh, but he threw
& grenade down the ventilator.
, Weanwhile, Youenes, who had started for Pillbox #2 with Pvt,

Smith ne flumethrower, had observed the sunlight Ilashing on the
two German helmets and the resulting commotion. e turned to the platoon
sergeant, T/sgt. “Big lMac" MeClurkin, who was peppering rifle fire in
the general direction of Pillbox #6 and said: "Don't shoot us, Mac,"
“Don't worry, boy, I won't, I won't," replied "big lac", and Youenes, -
snmith and the flamethrower started over to aid the assault on Pillbox
76, |Polansky was on the top of the box and Radzlio near the Iront when
Youenes and Juith came upj; Yolensky was warned to watch out for exposing
himself to small-arms fire in his silhouetted position; he got down,
and then Youenes held the nozzle of the flamethrowver and gave the front
opening a long burst. Jandreau slammed a satchel charge into the rear
door, which was open and evidently could not be closed, As observed
subsequently, this satchel charge ripped ragged holes around the edges
of the concrete just inside the door.

Youenes started around to the rear by going to the lelft of the
pillbox, with Smith two feet behind him toting the flamethrover. "I

T
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figured that there 1 3t be an opening in the ce er resr, and decided
to give that a burst, vhich I did when I rounded the pillbox., ‘The
only result was a i'eeble ¥Ph-t, ph-ht-tt' of ecscaping nitrogen. Just
them I saw the blurred he;d of a bYerman ;J‘.'ficer come out of the pillbox
and he fired tihree shots with his pistol, killing Smitty. Vhen Smitty
fell he jerked me backward with the I‘lamethrowe:r. As T struggled to
get ahold of my rifle, which Smitty had, thepfiicer fired two morte
shots into Smitty and shortly aiter that started hightailing it over
toward Pillbox #90. I tried to get my bloody rifls out of Smitty!s
hands, but he was clenching it too tight, and it was the first time

I had ever gotten sick at the sight of blood,"

The officer, helmetless and wearing a sweater, stumbled out
along the ridge, arms and legs akimbo. Radzio screamed: "He killed
Smitty, the son of a bitch, he killed amithy, he killed Smitty."
Lverybody within sight fired at the oificer. Lt., Cushman knelt _dom,
took cool and deliberate aim, and I'ired, Youenes and Jandresu alterna-
ted with Jandreau's rifle, struggling to try and get as many shots as
possibles After the officer was wounded, Lt. HYushman said: "All right,
don't shoot a wounded man," but the supggestion went unheeded and the
oi‘f?.cer was riddled with bullets even after he was dead.

"Hey, lieutenant, now I've got a pistol for myself," chirped
Pfc. Edwin Knowles, a rosy-cheeked, bespectacled youngster who was
first scout oi the support squad., "Oh, f--k the pistol and get over
there to the right of Pillbox #6," was the reply, for there was stilll
work to be’ done in cleaning it oué. If the Germans had seen wnat happan-
¢d to their officer, it is tre concensus that they would not hawv o me
out soff peacefully, but six filed out and were sent back to the rear,
Youenes and Jandreau were left to guard the plllbox.

The 1lst platoon now turned its attention to Pillbox #2. Some=-

body remarked to the platoon leader that tue'i 1st plaboon had already
- 19 -
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vaken two pillboxes, out Lt. Cusoman joked:"Well we naven'!t wetually
taien any ol those assigned to us yetW" k

Pvt, Jenkins was the spearhe;d in the taking of Pillbox #2.
Jenkins was the coolest individual in the lot. While all The yelling,
noize and excitement was going on, Jenkins was looking around for anot
demolition to use on the next nillbox, IHe had already used his pole
charge, and Jandrean had used his satchel charge; the second satchel
charge man had been lost ar borrowed by another platoon. ‘J-hez'e? only
remained the second pole charge, and Jenkins found it near Pillbox #9(
where Pvt, Vitalone had dropped it. "Could you blame me?" asked Vita
lone. "I ran for a mile with fiw bandoliers of mmnitioﬁ, 4 anti-~ta
grenadés, 2 regular grenades, 1 rifle-~launcher, and 1 pole charge.
Could you blame wefor dropping tneg)ole charge when I had to fire my
rifle and throw some grenades?"

Jenkins was tired hila;gieli' after the long run, but lost no ti
in running toward Pillbox #2. He rounded the left side of the box an
thrust the pole charge into the embrasure, The explosion tore a hole
about in diameter, into whidh Jenkins pitched several gren
ades while Cpl. Curtis went around to do tie same thing at the rear ¢
The Germans oiiered no resistance .at this pillbox. . \‘w

the entire platoon was now swarming around mpillbox
and there was no opposition irom withine. The supporting Ifires had do
their work in keeping enemy firers away from The embrasures, the mort
and artillery had driven dei'enders inside the pillbox,)‘bhd concussion
intimidated those inside, and now hard grenades were plentiiully used
as the final persuasive gesture., The 1lst platoon by less than two hc
after the jumpoff had reduced all opposition in five pillboxes,

Lt. Borton's 24 platoon on the left was proceeding with its
work of attacking the pillboxes assigned~- #3 and #7. 1Z5gt. Urady



Workman led the assauit echelon of 16 men, whose .ctack was spear=
headed by the Ilame-thrower, Pvt, Victor Kuinis, and two pole=-charge
carriers, Pvts, Harold Zeglien and lierle Hasenkamp., While the sup=
port group under the direction of 'I'/ng. beorge Deil moved up to the
reilroad tracks and deployed as a line of firers on the two pillboxes,
Tuinis, Zeglien and Hasenkamp led the double-~time charge across the
beet patch.ﬁ;ﬁle rest of the assault echblon followed,

The weapons platoon, heavy weapons company, axj_d artillery
had done their vwiork well, for no fire was received f%@f the
pillboxes, <The wark of the supporting elements seecmed to have teken
most of the Iight out of 'tine ocaupants of the pill boxes who had been
cowed and retired to the livirg quarters without of'fering Oppo&;ition.

Initially, all sixteen of the assault group comrcentrated their
attention on #3, the left pillbox, and the coup de grace was delivered
by Zeglien, who placed his pole charge in the embrasure facirg west,
Following the detonation, four Germans ran irom a rear door of the
pillbox and started tnrough the shallow coumunications trenches toward
the south, 4 yell from 3gt. Dall halted the guarteb and theg gave up.

At this point, Sgt,. Dail .switched the fire of his a1 pporting
riflemen toward the right pillbox, #7, and Lt. Borton and Sgt. Worlkman
also turned their attention to the second objective., Pvt, Hasenkamp
moved over rapidly amd placed his pole chiarge abt the embrasure on the
northwest side of the pillbox, Realizing that the main portion of the
plllbox was not manned and the occupants were huddled into the living
quarters, Pvt, Gregory worked his way into position to fire a bazooka
round into the doorway of the living quarters. Yhis round failed to do
any damage, but it seemed to irk somebody inside and for the first time
the enemy lired from the pillboxe 4An unforturately well-placed machine
gun bullet killed Pvt., Gregory for the'only latality which the 2d plato:



suffered all day,

At this time, Capt. Spiker arrived on the scene with his gper-
ations sergeant, Sgt. theodore Lassoff. Unaware that the living quar-
ters were still occupied, Capt. Spiker started to move around the right
of the p»illbox and once agein tie machine gun opened up from the rear
and Capt. Spiker hit the ground just in time. Sgt. Lassoff, who spoke
German, then directed a Uerman prisoner to go in and tell tl*_ie occupants -
that if tney didn't © me out and surrender, they would be burned to
death with the flamethrower. The re ly came back that they v:quld
come out if thney were given cigarettes vhes they anerged. Capt.

Spiker agreed to this deé.l, and the when :mne pPrisoners came
out of the pillbox, Capt, Spiker obliged the German vho had done the
persuading with one single cigerette. ‘he others had a plentiful
supply of Uermen cigarettes inside the pillbox, but apparently had
reasoned that if they were promised tobacco the Americans would not
kill them,

The last of the eight pillboxes which B Company reduced

: } . aqreat deal of .

was #4, and 1t caused the 34 platooWle;ﬂWﬁ
e R e TR O I e a3 s ol The 3d platoon was

in a weakened condition as a result of the pasting it had received from

mortar and artillery Ilire, and it was disorganized for a brief spell
by the bre& ing ol communication with the company, and the loss of

its platoon 1eader} Lt, Whitney Rghfvem. A large amount of smell-arms
fire coming irom the FPalepberg ra lroad station had held up The advance
of the platoon, md wher this was cleaned out and the advance elements
of the#:latoon had built up along the west bank of the railroad, LT,

Refvem was vadly wounded., He called for his platoon sergeant, T/Sgt.
Howard "Tony" Wolpert, vho had previoumly been cesignated to lead

the assault proup and was then waiting in a wooded area jud east of



the river, to come uy alone, Sgt, Wolpert stat.s that ke covered
the 200 yards of open territory to the railreoad in "nothing rlat",
Realizing the extent of his ihjuries, Lt. Hefvem ordered .::gt. Wolpert
To talkte over the platoon ,nd suggested thhat he move along the west
side of the roilroad bank and contact Cept., Spiker for ony additional
orders as to how to assault Pillbox #4.

Sgt, Wolpert did a capable job of reorganizing the scattered
elements of his platoon. Ile was an old hand at the army game, having
been in the infantry for 1l years and possessing a permamert T/Sgt.
rating., He knew his men and thieir capabilities, and knew vhere a few
words would do tihe ‘most good in reducing the confusion, It took only
& few minutes and a f'ew orders to make the 3d platoon once again a
smooth~functioning machine.,

Capte Spiker cdirected Sgt., Wwiblpert to bring his platoon
over the route whida the sergeant had jus covered in moviyg ssuth slong
the railroad track, Pillbox #4 had embrasures that pnemmitted firi ng
only to the north and west, = Capt. OSpiker directed that the 34
platoon move up Sme=w as far as the Pelenber g-Rimburg road, then
pivot left and move north against what was evidently the blind side
of thie piilbox, By this time, the lst end Zd platoons had reduced
the pillboxes in tle area along the Falenberg-Rimburg road.

Sgt. Wolpert sen{ the support ahead single lile and well=-
dispersed to build up a; line generally along a hedge running east-
west about 100 yards from the pillbox., AL this poirb, S/Sgb. Walter

B, Webb fired a rifle grenade at the southwest commer of the pillbox,

but it failed to produce a result or reaction, 1/5gb. Albert "Old Man"
laudice deployed eight riflemen along thnis hedge and delivered small=- :
arms fire at the Sides of thepillbox., The flamethrowerf was carried
by Pvt. andrew Chuckalovchak and operated by Pvi, Henry E. Hansen.
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Hansen testeu the flamethrower before he moved out, and then
advanced to the south side of the pillbox.. HugginE thie wall, he
worked around to the wed side, "Iwo sqﬁ?%%;;aﬁﬁ—fﬁgﬁfFick there,"
stated Hansen, He,thax went to tlie north side and gaw that ambra;'
sure two additional squirts., DBoth Hansen and Chuckaelovchak decided
it would be expedient to return at this point, but Hansen, after he
had reached the muth side of the piilbox, decided to tak a qﬁid{
look at the rear (east) side again. One German seeme d to be lying
in wait there for him, with raised pistol, lansen was in position
to burn the German irom the rear, OUne squirt caused the enemy to
whirl and one more iull in the face caused him to pitch forward into
the open door of the pillbox,

Pvt, Zdwerd O'Brien then advanced on the run with his

door éast

pole charge, which he turust into the M on tﬂe\-ﬁi{side.
As he was returning, he passed Pvt, Ireeman iléensen on a dead run
with a satchel charge heading for the pillbox. O'Brien and thNerybody
around him yelled for Hensen to stop, but he said "I didn't hear any-
body yelling at me," and charged onward before U'Egien's pole charge
had gone off, There was a faint pop wnen the pole charge went off,
causing little dumage and not injuring Hensen, "Then I threw my
satchel charge into the rear door," said Hensen, "end there was a
terrific explosion, with wood, dirt amd mebal flying into the air,"
Pvt. O'Brien saild: "I had expected lHensen's arms and legs to comégé
flying back at us when he ran into that pole charge, but what probably
heppened was that only 3 1lb. of the TNT in the pole churge actually'
went off, and then the satchel charge set off the rest.”

Iwo riflemen theh charged the open doorway into whid the
satchel cherge had been tossed, and a rifle shot Iired by .Pvt,. Andrew

Svetlowics ricochetted off and caused Pvt, Wauss to be a casualtye

o T e



Followirg this, Pvts. Svetlowics and ;Ray Custo were left
to guard the pillbox, The others had proceeded toward a reorganization
pointy when Hansen decided i1t was no use carrying away a flame-thrower
with anything left in it, so he went back with Chuckalovchak and
sprayed the eunbrasures until the wespon was empty. About fifteen
minutes later , Cagto noticed some smoke and {lame coming out of the
rear @door; lhe had heard ammunition popping insidey, and suspects that
is what caused ten Uermans to surrender, Yhey were turned over to
P Compa.ny, which by now had ;d; reached Palenberg and was moving .
north toward the liarienberg-falenberg bridge.

ine 3d platoon then reorganized and moved south to refestablish
contact with the 24 platoon; a gap of 150 yards between the two
platoons was filled by shiftirg a squad of the 3d platoon over to
the right.

While the lst and 24 platoons were waiting for the 3d to
clean up its resistance, the two great platoon leaders, Cushman and
1st

Borton, compared notes on the day!s operations in the\ﬂ/platoon's
CPe There was a friendly rivalry between the two in comparing re-
sults, but the boys of the 1lst platoon sagd, in the words of Pvt,
Youenesi'We felt pretty proud, and we know thed Lt, Cushman felt
proud too that we got oub tive before they aids" OCushman gobt up
suddenly end said: "C8mon, Don, get that I‘ightit;g 2d of yours and
let's get on to our oﬁjective." So they mow d on,

The day's tighting produced some amusing incidents of vhat maw
may do wvhen Iighting a bitter battle, Pvt, Ballou oftthe weapons pla=
toon, with heavy artillery fire dropping all around him, took out pad
and pencil and made an elaborate drawing oi?how the river, railroad
track and pillboxes looked to him from the banks of the river.,



Sgt, Lloyd Hamilton stopped short in the open i'ield between the river
and the railroad track, removed his pants and complied with the strictest
principles of field sanitation while answerirg nature's csll amid a
steady barrage of artillery. "I wasn't scared, it was just necessity,"
stated Sgt. Hamilton when interviewed 29 days after the event,
Pvt. Youenes, after he had sprayed the first pillbox with his flame-
thrower, had a sudden urge to zero in his Ml rifle; he suspended oper=
ations long enoug to fire three or four shots égainst the side of a
nelghboring pillbox, making the necessary adjustments before proceeding
with his missione

Casualties for the day's operations were heaviest in the
left side of the line, where the 3d platoon amd the weapons platoon had
been caught in the mortar and artillery fires The assanlt platoons |
between them ;sufi‘ered only two killed and eight wounded in reducing
seven pillboxes., The remainder of the casualties in the company were
ore killed and eighteen wowd ed, distributed about equally between the

5d and wezpons plaboons.

- 26 -



