Tho St. Vith Offonmive
Prasd : 2y

Tha first doy,)3 Jauaxy, of the ton day offensive was the most
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costly for the division end an explenation in some detail is val-
uable for the ploture it portrays of the type of German rcaction
met on the main line of enemy resistence.

At 0600 13 Januery, the 119th Regiment under the ocmmend of
Colonel R. A. Baker, sttacked south for its objectives of Belle=-
vaux (783005), and Hedomont (795022). Pushing south at 0600,
from the outskirts of Malmedy, the 3rd Battalion reached the
northern edge of Hedomont by 0735 where it was halted by ex-
tremely strong resietence. That adty, it will be remembered
was to be captured before 0800, so that it wculd form a base for o
further push south. As the situetior turned out, Bedomont was
not teken by derkmess of the seme dcy.

Supported by a compeny of tanks of the 743rd Tenk Battalion,
the 3rd Battelion, 119th Infentry reached a poiunt et 794023, where
mines demaged several tenks and held up the ewrom. The infentry re-
ceived very heavy fire from the orest (500 fee$) of the hill about
100 yards north of Hedomont. The infantry regrouped and with
Compeny L etriking out of the woods at the weat side of the city
and Compony I attacking from the northoast, some goein was mads.

But in mid-afternoon the fire power of the defending troops drove

the 3rd Battalion back.
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The ls$ Batsalion hed attacked for Hedcmont at 0730, to support
the unsuccessfull 3xd Battalion. Advemoing so the northern edge of
the city, it oould meke no more progress then the 3rd Battaliocn. One
platoon of $anka, supported by a platcon of infentry from Qompeny B,
attempted $o0 edge into the olty from the west side but were turned
back with heavy losses. By 1800 hours a definite penetration of tle
¢ity had not been mede &t eny point and Oompenies L.K.end I of the
3rd Battalion, plus Compeny B of the lat, were zmuped' around the
northern side of the city. Compemnies A and ¢ were withdrawn to the
.north 68 rogimental xeserves.

In e letter of imstruotion dated 2000 houra, 13 January, the
119th Regiment was directed to take Hedumont thet seme night. 26
From 2200 to 22350 hours Hedomont received e terrific artillicry
bmage._ at the conclusion of whioch Qompany I, uader Capt George D.
Rehkopf, again akt~oked from the east and Company L, led by Capt.
lawrence J. Gegliano, from the west, with Comppny K coming down
from the morth. BStunned to scme extent by the terrific babtoge,
end the intensity of the infantry drive, the onm:]'.-rell baock slowly
and stubbornly. It required almost five hours of iteady street
fighting, but by 0320, 1) Jenuary, the 3rd Battalicn was in

posseassion of the city.
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During the first doys' offensive the 2nd Battalion, 119th
Regimont did mot exparience the & ffigulty the other twe battalions
of the regiment encountered. A% 0600 the 2nd Battalion moved off
from its lime c{ departure end keeping in the cover or;:ooded eTe8,
procaaaad 2500 yards, By 0600 they weroe on the outskirts of the city
of Bellevesux, but received scattered Iﬂm fram enenmy elemonts who
ocoupied portions of buildings. Throughout the dey fire fights
oocured in the ecity ~nd et night fall, tiny onemy pockets wure still
imchf. At last light, Compeaius U, #, and ¥ occupied positions
from west to east, sbout 600 yards north of the city proper.

8o much fox the western part of the 30vh Divielon stteck on 13
January. It was the esaterm porticn that turned out tc be sc costly
aend even more difficult to penetrate.

The 120th Regiment attacked at 0800. The objective of the 3rd
Battalion was Houyire, the dmin.;ting pisce of tervain betweon
Molmedy and 14gnsuville and commanding the thmedy‘-&t. Vith road.

The fi rst 30{11 for tho 2nd Battellon was Thirimont end the let
Battalion wes io suppoxt those two battali-onn with ite fire. Com=
ing down the main highwey aa far as Baugnau, the 3rd Battelion oud
to the wost, through the woods and with Companies K, L, and I

abresst, hit the forward slope of the hill and drove the anemy «*¢"
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by moon. f!y 1400 positions were eonsolideted with & road dblosk,
emploged, and with Compeny L on the south or reverso sloype,
Company K on the wont and Compeny I omn the east.

Also at OFDO, 13 January 1945, the 2nd Battaliomth Infantry
moved to the s2set, and then when nmorth of Thirimont ’ direetly scuth
toward the oity. Thiriment wes expucted to bo seized that duy. That
waee not the coss, however, snd it took that day ard almost $wo rniore,
before the miseion was ai:ocmplilhsd. It munt be remcnbered in follow=-
-ing the astion around Thirimont, t2i enus~ resistance oceme not
primarily from she ciby propor, or from forees coming im t¢ retaforce
the city from the south, but from the east; from the exposod lefi
flenk of the 30th Division. Whon the division moved off im the attaeck
on the morning cf 13 January, the 10Gth Division on the right flank,
moved south in a complementary asction. On the left flenk, however,
the lat Division & not move ond as elements of ths 30th edvencad
south, their left flank was exyposed to snemy artillery and infantry
attacks ocoming from the d&irestion of Ondenval (850001), and‘l‘aymontilla
(865017).

With Company G on the left, Oompany ¥ on the right end {;iompany E
in resexve following ¢losely, the 2nd Bettaelion attacksd toward

Thirimont. While it wes s8till rather dark, Oompeny G slipped ;o: . the
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outer ring of defenses of the oity and got imto the oity proper.

Compeny ¥ moved down the woim;‘ to Thirimont road, but wadnot as

sy /f*;—wf’ Jg3ols
fortunate. OQaught by a reed-blovk set up in the road Aand on both

flanks. st—032015, the compeny, led by Capt John M. Jacobsen, was
hit by small arms fire, autonatic weepon and ertillery fire. 4he
ertillery fire came from the sast, estimated to be west of Fey-
monville by aprroximetely 2000 yards. Because Hauts Barte was &
hill overlooking Thirimont end all approaches to it, it was log-
lcally assumed that enemy observers, from posts on the crests,
1800 yards south of Company F, communicated fire direction infor-
mtior to ertillery, 2000 yarde east. 2

If Company F had had some armor support, they may have gotten
by the road blook. But the 2nd Battaliocn armor of one platoon of
tanks and 2 pletcons of tak destroyers were all held up near the
line of departure when the leed vehicle hit a mine and stopped
the entire column. Therefore the attack was launched wi.th 3;:
armoxy lupport.-28 In any event, Company F slugged et the strong
point at 831015 until about noon, end then badly depleted, they
~-re forced to retire.

Company G, attacked to the left of Comrany F and bypessed
the road dblock at 839011 and was in the oity of q;hlrimont by first
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full light. If the left fleank had been secure, and (German re-
inforcements eould not have coms from thet exposed enemy held area,
such a mepuever of bypﬁsains & stmng_ rood blogk under the cover ¢f
early morning darkness would have been excellent. Once im Thirimont,
s ) buldinys
Company G took up positiohs in the building-eeilers. Fire fighss
were oontinued throughout the dey and artillery fell heavily in the
oity. “pemy artillery cems from the vieinity of Ondenval and Lt.
Oharles W. Monerieff called for artillery fire by redio throughout
the dsy. Be directed that fire capably, and frequently c¢cslled for
ccnoentrations that landed amln,g eneny troops 1:_1 the house gaxt to
the ops he was osouping. 2 Throughcut the day, 13 January, ettempts
were made by the 2pnd Battelion, 120th Infentry to reinforce Lt.
Monorieff's position. Compeny F oould not get by the roed blook end
enemy outpost positions in the vicinity of 839011, An attempt was
made by lat Lt. Welter A. Wert Jr., to push Qompany E through the
woods end eround the right of Compeny F to Thirimont. The woods were
almost impemutrable end Germen troops in dugout pbs.tticm effectively
halted small groups from infiltrating. t
The £ighting in Thirimont contimued throughojit the day end
Company G's capualties were mounting. Inm a telaj:uone econversstion

made at 1215, 13 Jenuary, to the Corps Commender):@eneral Hobbe seid,

\
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* I had come under the assumption that tho big unit (lst Diviaion)
on our left would do samething to relieve the pressure on our left
"1-?§It any$hing ean be done to have scme elements on the left push
along and teke the pressure off, it is essentisl.®* During the early
hours of darkness small groups of Qermans got into the ity whieh
they approacthed from the east. Then st approximately 2000 hours,
under gomplete blaokness, the enemy launched e gounter attack of
poven tanks supyorted by over 100 infantrywen. Monerieff called
for artillery fire and pomit type ammunition was utiliged. It was
very effective in eliminating the enemy infentry, but the tenks were
rot demaged to any approciable extent. Shortly after the initial
gounter attack, larger groups irfiltreted iato Thirimont f:om
Ondenval.

At sbout 2200 hours, 1s. Monerieff called bask to Battalion
requesting permission to withdrew from the oity with the men that
remained. Permission was granted and Momerieff l_ed his GQompany
buck through *he woods, along anow oovered zraila end in inky blackness.
Approximately 40 officers and enlisted men returned, of the foree of about
110 thet had moved ocut with Company & at 1700 thet morning. 30 The
strepgth of Ocnpeny G on 13 Jenuary was 163 enlisted men and  officers.

On the 14 Jemuary it was B/, enlisted men and 3 officers. Included in
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the 8} enlisted men was the compeny headquarters, cooks, mechanics,
etc. 3

At sbout midnight, 13 Jenuary, the 2nd Battalion, 120th Reg~
iment had withdrawn to their position ocoupled before the morning
attack had been lsunched. At 0030, lj Januaery, the lst Battalion,
120th Regiment, under Lt. Colonel Ellis W. Williamson attadked
through the badly mauled 2nd Battalion, for the objective, Thirimont.
The battalion encountered extreme difficulty in attem;ting to move
through the blackness of the night, the woods, and the heavily fall-
ing snow. At almost 0600, 1l January, the battalion had advenced
through the enemy outposts on the outskirts of Thiriment. The tem-
perature was dropping steadily, and e further & fficulty wee en-
ocountered with radio communication. The o00ld caused the radios to
malfunction in many cases and redio control of the unite beceme
difficult. 32 Coupled with the faot that enemy artillery still
rained dm}rmetm: positions in the viecinity of Ondenval,
vory little progressn was made sgainst Thirimont.

30th Ddvision artillery played an importent rolc during the
14th and leveled o large emount of artillery fire on enemy vehicles,
batteries end infentry units. The fire wae direscted almost cntirely

by air observation end war doubtless costly to the enemy. Fram ncon
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of 13 Japuary $o ncon of the following day, division artillery unite
fired elmost 10,000 rounds of 105 and 155 mm smmunition. 52 The use

of the aertillery Cub plemes for directing the fire was profitable and
as Jolomel Purdus, G0 of the 120%h poimted out, the plenes elso called
hadk by radio importat cnemy movements, the :czulta of friendly artill-
ery fire, and served to keep enemy artillery batteries silenced for
fear of being spotted by Cud plane observors, who im tura wculd call
down artillery fire on such batteries. 34 Throughout 14 January, the
lst Fattalion, 120th mg. supported by the 2nd Battalion, ham-
mored eaway at Thirimont unsuc¢essfully. 4£p attomp: w. ~2da to strike
at that city from the wost by the 3rd Battalion, with Hauts Sarts as the
base. Qroups of the enemy had infiltrated, during the night of 13 and
1} Jenuary, from the east, end haed reinforced the already strong

group on the steep hill that over lookefl Thirimont. The Germans
walnteined communication back to Omdenval, end artillery fire on
friendly troops fell throuah’ﬁw morning of 1j Jenuary. At 1150

hours, Companies I and K attaocked for the hill, but were beaten back.
Under ord;nary conditions, dxiving an enemy from sush a superior
defensive position as afforded by the orest of a hill would have

been difficult. But ettempting to advance up the side of a barren

slopo ageinet snow, ice, anG wind against a firmly entrenched enemy
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was en almost impossible task. The at$ackers wuve forced to & hals

500 yards from Hauts Ssrt. Tallt objective was very valuable to he

enemy, for not only did he umse the coreet for an OP to direct fire

on troope moving toward Thirimont, but he auld elao direet artillury
fire on anything in the area moving on the Malmedy-Ligneuville xroad

south of Qexamont.

On the west side of the Melmody-ligneuville road, the hill and
vicinity designated as Houyire hed been taken on the previocus day by
the 3rd Battalion, 120th Regimen$. REarly the moraing of 1j Jenuary,
the 2nd Battalion, 117¢h Regiment skirted the east slope of Houyire,
end attacked south with Ligneuville as the objective. The original
plan had contemplated the 119th and 120th ngimn‘-’l of the division
as handling the lst phase of the St.Vith offensive and committing
the 117¢h Infentry, through the 119th efter the latter had advenced
as far south as the 9651: east-west grid lime. 'The unexpected resis-
tance ercund Hauts Sarte end Thirimont, held up the sdvence of the
120th and in an attempt $0 out pest the enemy at Thirimont, the 117th
was corrittad to the attack. , |

Wving south toward ligneuville from Houyix?o. the 2nd Battalion,
117¢h Imfentry, -émidod being observed to eny q«sn degroe by ad-

venoing along the west mide of the Malmedy-Ligneuville road. *he
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trees were thick, the knee deep snow drifts wcre higher by 3 or 4
inghes more of pnow that had fallen during tho night end commune
ication was diffieult. At 1200 hours, 1} January, the battalion
wos in the outskirts of Ligneuville. They were mo8 by scattered
units thet were displaced in he stonc bulldings of the eity. Fire
fights coatin;md throughout the afterncon in the oity of Mgneuvillel.
but by 1600 the onemy hed been drivon out. Moving through the oity
quiockly, on the 8t. Vith roaed, Company £ aprroached the bridge apen~
ning the 1'Ambleve :xver. The bridge, at 806987, had been prepared
for dewolitiin by the Germens, but the Campeny ¥ commendsr, Qapt.
George H. 5ibbald, out the wires and led his troops across. With ell
three companies &n the oity, the 2nd Battalion, 117th Infentry, con-
solidated their positions and were not taken Mmm by the (German
sounter attack launched at 2000 hours. Estimeted et a bettelion of
infantzy n_nd supported by eix tanks, the enemy attempted to regain
ligneuville. They were unsuccessful, however, and wore forced to
withdraw.

Morving further to the right, or west, into the 119th Infantry
seator, 1% will be recalled that during the early morming hours, 14
Jenuary, after a terrific 30th Division ertillery berroge on Hed-

cmont, the oity wan captured by the 3rd Battalion. At firat light,
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14 Jenuary, after a terrific struggle, Lt. Oolpnel Robert H. Herlongs
l1st Battalion passed through the 314 and attacl ed south for lLamonh=
riville (790005). %be Bsttalion met practically no resl stence at
Lamonriville and went thruwugh it repidly. Still moving south from
Lemonriville, with Compenies A end B lending and Oompany O in the
rear, the buttalion hosded for Reoulemont (7849995). Shortly be=
fore noon they were halted rorth of tho elty by very scourate and
damaging morter fire end artillery. Wiih the support of tanks Lfrom
the 743rd Tank Battalion, the enemy line wae broken north of Recul-
mont ond 50 PR's were captmred. 35 With tonka leading the way,
Componica A =nd B 0ok up positions im Reoulemont at dugk. With «
fimm beso in the oity, Captain Popald R. Fell led CGompeny C through
the town snd by derkness had gone another 1000 yards scutl to reach
the noxth bank of the L'Ambleve River. Thus in onol day, tho lst
Battalion, 119th Regiment had pushed, slugged, and battered thelr
way through emow, woods, loe, end a detemined enemy for a gain of
epproximately 4000 yerds. Their casualties were Irolnuvoly high,
but sc w+xe the entire 30tk Division's on 1 .T_'-a;;uary.

The Zneé Battelion, 119th Infatry, movedloll't at 1000 hours, 1
Jenuory with (Oompany G on the right and Ompan.vl ¥ pushing further
into Bedleveux. Under 1st 1t. G. L. Farris, Gompeny G skirted

«3le



Belloveux on tho wost and attadked Thioux (761004). They were met
by heavy small exms fire but prior to noon they had possassion of the
oity. Oompany F in Bellevaux was troubled during the morning, not only
by the enemy, but also by the American Air Corps. A small group of
medium bonbers mistakenly droppedseveral bumbs on the oity, but caussd
no serious easualties of 2nd Battalion troore. 36

Shortly aftor 1300 hours, a plntqoﬁ was sent out by Capt. Edward C.
Arn of Compeny F for the purrose of securing a river erossing site. lz'l.wy
orosscd ths L'Ambleve at 1330 and shortly thereafter Companies G end ¥
followed, end socured a bridgehead in %he vicinidy of FPluscuhe (775999).
¥orking in emooth ccordination, Campany E, 2nd Battelion, 119th Infe.try,
which had been the reserve oampepy throughout the dey, then mowed past
Ooupany C end scized Villers (759996), which lay 1800 yards west of the
river orossing site. In the vicinity of Villexs, Cumpeny B established
contuot with the 517¢h Parachute Infatry, 106th Division at ?56997._
With Compeny E in Villers, Ocmpony G attucked Beaumont (761994) w
200 yards south of ¥illers. The enemy troops in Beaumont, hed doubtless
been reinforued by those who had withdrawn from Villers emd by mid-
night, 14 Jamary, Compeny G had mf‘b’;an sugcessful in taking the eity.

By W’M January, the S0th Di‘rinioﬁ had made most of its

progress on ths right flank of the Division sector. Two bridge heads



hod been esteblished; one at Ligneuville (KB05980) end one at Planche
(775999) end plans for 15 January were stated in e letter of instruotions
The most important factor mentioned was that the lst Infentry Division,
on the lef$ flank of the 30th Division, w uld attack south prior to dey-
light, 15 Jenuary. 3

In the 117¢h Infentry sector, 15 January wasz relatively quite. JThe
2nd Battalion remaiped in Ligneuville and eliminated scattered enaomy
groups in their sons that were found on the scuth benk of $he L'Amblcve
River. The 3rd Battalion pessed through the 2nd end proceeded south
eagainst light resistance for approximately 2000 yards end yeached en
area in the vieinity of 810967 by 1800 hours.

The 3rd Battelion, 119th Infantry had been attnoisd to the 117t¢h
and during 15 January novaqtin & line along the southeest section of
ligneuville and set up positions of defense along the Malmedy-St. Vith
road. Further, they eatablished outpost groupe in the woods in em
attempt to ocapture or destroy & few enemy herassing patrols and several
German self propclled assault guns that hed been bypassed or had infil-
trated back into the lines end were causing some, z:l:zl’wrbanoe.

The other two battalions of the 119th Inréhtry continued to atteck
in the Regiment's sector throughout the 15 Japuery end by nightfell, had

reached the line marking the termination of the first phase in the 8t.



Vith offensive. The lat Battalion, 119th Infentry used Compenics
A and O primerily during 15 Jemuery. Ocmpany"/a'l platoons worked
between Borgueuscheid (790991) end the L'Ambleve River, hunting out
harassing patrols end scattered eneny unite. OCompany O supported by a
platoon of $emke of the 743rd Tank Hettailon, swung east from Lamon-
riville snd orossed the bridge in ligneuville (805988) spanning the
L'Ambleve. Onee across the bridge, Capt. Fell moved west in the ui-
rection of the objeotive, Font (794977). +the outskirts of ront wore
reached before moon and an attack for the city wes launched immed-
iately. Driﬂn_s the enemy out of the houses, Pont fell by 1430.
28 Pi's were taken during the essault on the city. % Moving = uth
out of pPont, the same unit of the 119th Infentry advenced Mﬁ
ﬁ%m/f «  An ineffective natural road blogk of 22 heavy irees #Jxa
Mfon‘:a across the road, between—Font—end-Brucken—bty the—retreat- il
ing-enemy. They were quickly m and Mm &:;ﬁ;w—b‘f
dusk. |

In the 24 Battelion, Compeny ¥ hadkontinued to ettack agad nst
Beaumont until 0200, 15 Jemuary. A$ 0745, Company G pessed through
Compeny ¥, at Beaundn$ end advemosd along the Bgspumont-Houvegnasz road.
The ecompany met very etrong small armas fire and very heavy morter
concentratiins. Alm encountered, in lesser smounts, were artillery

and rooket fire. By 1100, Francheville woa teken end the a:tack



pressed to tho south to eapture another small villege, Houvegnez. The
woods become thicker and the enciy resistance stronger. Division
artillery fire was called for in greater volume by the 2nd Battalion,
119%h Infen try and following 4%, Compeny G pushed into Houvegnes
where it‘ oaptured over a soore of stunhed prisonners. The total

numbsxr of PW's taken by the ll9th Infm tr y during 15 Januery

numbered 108. 39
In tho )20th legimens on 15 Jenuary, the attec: againet Thirimont

continues. The lst Battalion managed to get into the cdty with armor
suppory by moon. The enemy dofended from hcusos im the ol ty thet had
been mede into strongpoints of defense. It was mgainet such defenscs
thes Company B of the 823rd Tenk Destroyer Battelion assaulted.
Those brick houses in the city had been tum11n'oo veriteble pill
boxes and heevy machine guns end other autumatio weapons emplaced im
them, If i% hed not been for thas supporting tenks frou the 743
Tenk Battalion and the TD's from the 823rd, it would only haﬁ been
at an exhorbitantly high price of infaentyy that the oity would
have beon teken om 15 January. ko

The 3rd Bastalion of the 120th Infentry ettacked Thirimont
at the sems time as the lst Battalion. Hitting af‘,-the city from
tle noxthesst. The battelion met very heavy qnipo;', small arms

and automatic weepon fire, not only from the sity, but elso fram

the east. The lst Division, on the left flank of the 30th
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Division attacked south the seme mcrming, but 4id not advawe fest
snough $o relieve tﬁe pressure on the 120th Infentry. Toward noon ,
15 Jenuary, fire on the 3rd Battalion increased to such an extent
that it wae neceesary to call for help from the\gnd Battalion.

The 2nd Bastalion, 120th Infemtry hed moved off eerly tho semo
morning on the right flank of th. 3rd Battalion and headed for the
Wolfsbuseh foreat area. That objective ooﬁtdmd a hill whose ele-
vetion wag almost 600 moters high end easily dominoted the area.
I$. Oolonel Cuntey had moved hie 2nd Battalion down the Malmedy
8t. Vith road vwhen he was intercepted about 5(50 yards out of
Ligneuville at 81698, esnd ordered to return to the Thirimont etea
and support the right flank of the 3rd Battalion. bl

Thraighout the dey (15 Jenuary) fighting continued unabated.
By nightfall the 120th Infentry was finelly in possossion of
Thirimont end qu'-tn Sarts. Division artillery expannodl over 11,000
rounds of 105 mm and 155 mn ammunition that dey, end nost o:{n woe
celled for end directed at the enemy in the Thirimont axea. The job
the support tanks and tank destrojyers accomplished cannot by min-
imized and the final gapture of thoze two strong ﬁointa. in 2 large
measurc belongs to them. The rote of casualties for the 120th for
that day was high and the total number for 13, 14, snd 15 Jenuary

amounted to over 450 killed, woundod and n.tuxp.g. k2
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Boosuso of thoputure of the terrain, thet is the sharp risos
end falls, plus the knee deep snow, ice, and heavy forvest, littor
boarers found 1% necessery to frequently cerry wounded seviral
thousand yaiﬁl. Ambulmoes in meny cancs couldn't get emy where
near the wounded. Bowsver, the 1U5th Fedigal Battalion improvised
and borrowed slede fram farmers in the neighborhood. Frequontly, the
1%%%%? wore pulled by horses and served admirably to get the wounded
$0 embulances for further evacuation. h3

With the fall of Thirimont, et the close of 15 Jamuery, all
objoct#vnp in the first phese of the St. ¥ith offensive in the
Division gone hed been captured. The operatiom hedgone ascording
io sdhedulu. exaept on the left flank whare the coet hed been high;
unexpectedly high in faet. The 30bh Division cen only be commended
highly for the job they 4id while opersting with en exposed left
flenk. It can safely be assuwmed, $hat had the lst Divislion on the
30th Division left flank, been ordered to atteck at "H" hour, *D*
dey, 0800, 13 January, in coordhation with thnsaath vailion: the
loeses susteined by the latter wculd have been nmugh lighter, and the
advance more ropid. When the lat Division dd attack, two deys later,
15 Jenuary, they gquickly eiiminated the strong aupomatic weapon end
artilley positions in the vicinity of Ondenval aﬁd Faymonville that
had been striking at the side of the 30th Pivision for two days.

As for the enemy taoctics during the fixrst phase; they hawve been



tuuched on aboyw. Omne of ths most $roublesome itcms meeds additional
omrhasis. That wea tho mipes the Garions lald la rosds end possible
routes of sprronoch. In moat casen, bacause of the haaste of thelr
withdrawel, the enumy mads no attemyt to lay mines in emy carsful
or strategic pattern. %They were cgaln favored by Lhs weather on this
soore for shortly after theo mines were ludd, they we.r; covored by snow.
Jee .rolla-.ved. more enow end agedn ice, That mecnt that scores of our
vohicles wild roll over the mines without setting them off. After a
road became socopted as *safe®, by th: number of wvehicles that haed gome
over 1t, a light jcep, or a heavy tank would wnexpectedly detonate the
mine. As for infwn try field positione cooupled by the enemy, they were
also alded by naiural terrain features. Ooncealed wooded areas, road=
el de dugnuts, approaches to roesds, fircbroaks apd tronch lines on hill
crests were only a few utilized, In the clties, infentxy positions
were invariably taken in stone hauses. All in all, the entire segtor
was admirably sulted to, and offered every tacticml and strategio
adventaga to defending troops. In the two day pdriod fram 13 January
to midnight 15 J‘énuary. the Division captured 4LG7 PH's. Lh

The ealibex of the enemy scldier on the division front had risen
mate rially from the attack hour on 13 Jamuery. At that $ime almoat
all of the oppnsition was estimeted to be from the 18th Volksgrenadier
Division. But shortly after the initiel ettack by the 30th Division,

elements of the 3rd Parmchute Division hit the left flank of the 50th.
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In the area around Thirimont, four battalions of the Parashute
Division were idemtified. b5 The fact that the enemy oppositicn on
the left flank of the 30th Divieion were paratrcopers, as compared
with 18¢h Volksgrenadier Division soldiers on the »ight portion of
the Division sector, may help to explain the severity of the fighting
end the tenacity of the resistance encountored by the 30th Divieion

et NPy poeko
in thet—Hactoxr.



