At 092400 Jenuary, the 1l2th RCT was reattacked to the 30th
Divisicn. A Given Company C, 103rd Engineer Battelion, Compeny C,
630th TD Battalion mw?m 229th ¥FA Battalion, the 112¢h RCT relieved
the 117th fbgimntd;ﬂ9 The lime held by the 117th extended fram
slightly east of Stavelot to the line held by the 424th RCT, which
in $urn went er far west as Trois-Pont. During the night of 10-11
Jamuary the relief was effedted by the 112¢th RCT and the lst, 2nd,
and 3rd battalions of the 117th Regiment assembled in the vioinity
of Sart (72317), Xhoffraix (818077), end Tiegs (708151) respeotiv.ly.

With that relief completed, amtrol of the 424th and 112th RCT's
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passed from the $Osh Division to the 106th Division.
line on the north shoulder of the Belgiem bulge was held by the lst
Divi sion on the left, 30th Division roughlly between Malmedy and

o roudy fosucd 106t Duacon frsud o5y st of uvelot
Btavelot)dto the ‘Salm River and on their rigit flenk, the 82nd
Airborne Division.

The main drive in the St. Vith offensive, insofar as the 30th
Division was ooncerned, was to begin at 0800 as "H* hour and 13
January as "D* day. The front held by the Division was roughly
five miles morcss and extended from the 75(‘61'1:\ line on the
west to the B.l;{narid line on the east. The objective erea ran
south between those limes from the viocinity of Melmedy to

alightly south, but excluded St. Vith. Thru the center of the
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area ran the primary road frcm Malmedy, thru lLignsurville, Neider
Emmols and into 8t. ¥ith. Outting off from the main road, and then
back into it agsin, asecondary routes branched into Pont, Becht,
Thirimont and Rodt.

During the cunter offensive the lst SS Parzer Division had been
in the area, but when the initiative passed to the U.S. troops in
the Ardemmes Salient, what remained of the lst SS waswithdrawn
early end replaced by second rate infantry unita. The sector held
by the 18th Volksgrenadier Division extended east from the Salm River
at Trois Ponta (6798) to Baugnez (8101). The QSEﬁYG Regiment was on
the weat, the 293rd Vi Regiment on the east, with tho 295th Regiment
thought to be in immediate reserve. The strength of the first two
regiments in contaot estimated at 800 troops. In immediate reserve
was a oonjectured 1600 additional men from the following units
attached or supporting the 16th VO dvision: Field Ersatz Battelion,
Fusilier and Alarm Compeny, Engineer Bettalion, 434th Conatruction
Battalion,, 1818th Anti tank Bettelion, and OT Blcmberg (Pivision

wrlicely wass Capalile o tavig durglegp & a0 wae f- -y

Combat School). ‘There were a rurther estimated 1700 men, in the
1818th Artillery Regiment and 87th Nebelwerfer Regiment in drect
artillery support of the 18 W deiuioﬁilbut-whiuh*'era—unpabia-
ot_baimio;nod_u.&nfanbrr.’ar That made & roughly estimuated

totel of 4000 men that could possibly have been employed on the



Division front. However, that was not an integreted fighting force,
but a seattered attempt to fuse & number of 1&r1/gnted units into
an effective force. That thé¥e so called®scatfed forces® proved
determined, difficult to dufeat, and ceused the 30th Divisicn an
extremely large number of casualties, will be quickly evident in
the acoount thet follows.

The terrain in the area and the obstacles it presented were
essentially the sems &s described in the early portion of this
narreative. The extremely heavily wooded areas emd the protection
and tectical advatage it offered defending troops must be remembered
while aoneidering this operation. Further , it must be kept in mind
the condition of the road net. Snow had fallen in the Ardennes region
almost every day singe shortly before Christmes, 1944. After some
three weeks, high drifts hed formed on both zides of every road. If
the routc was a fairly well med one, it had become Blick as ice.
Lenes leading to points of vantege in & dominating piece of terrainm,
woere hidden by the drifts and to gein such ground was possible only
by slugging up the forward slope and knocking the enemy off.

Fortunately there were no greet hampering bolies of water
between the 30th Division ¢ine of deperture end the final objsctive

in the vieinity of St. Vith. The L'Ambleve River, which was met
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further to the west, again orossed the division zono mmning fram
woat to cast near Iigneuville. It wae not considered eny obstecle
of eny large proportion for though it wos & swift flowing river,
it woe only two to three feet dwep at oritical ocxessing points.
Branches of it were so marrow that tacticelly, thoy were
inconsequontial. ‘

One of the biggest cbateslss, was of sourse, the weather and
the effeot i$ hed on the physical scondition of the men. Though
cvery adventage wos teken of shelters of ony tyre, end a steady
policy of rotating of eompanies within e battalion was followed,
the men were froquently wet and cold for lomg periocds of time
that tp@aﬂy excooded a day. The rate of frostbite was high,
though the number of cemcs of trench foot wae remarkably low.

The latter Andieative of good command funoctions in watcohing the
oondiﬁona of the men's feet end fostering cuere of the troops for
their fee$, Iu the 12Cth Regiment, the commanding officer,
Qolonel Branmner P. Purdue, initieted a system where every front
line man possessed @ pair of "blenket boots". Those were curious
affairs but extremely errioaitoua 111 koeping the feet of the men
in good condition. Mede by the buttalion tailor, townspeople in
Malmedy and other eities in the vicinity of the regiment, they
consisted of a salvaged GI blmket folded $o0 triple thicknoss md
sown into a Boot shape and almost knee~high. They were worn over

woolen socks when indoors. In the line shoes and oversh ces were
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removed at night and the blanket boot put c¢n, and over them, ovo:'aht:maa.22

A very small propertion of $he men hed snow cupus or eny other
white crmouflege type outer Mnﬁa. fhey did whitoweeh or crudely
affix whit shocts to hoode or sides of some wohiclea. Helmets were
rrequentiy rantod white vnd every offort wes mede by the trcops to
attomzt to cemoufloge themsloves by using whatever moierial was
availnblo.

Cn 12 Jenuery 1945, 30th Division issued Field Order 60, giving
the objJectives, troopn attachnents, ote that wore @ noerned in the St.
Yith offensive.

The throe rogiments of the diviaion, 117t¢h, 119th, end 120th,
wore supplemonted by the $26th Armored Infmtry Battelion,(lesm
ompeny 0), 99th Separate Infentry Battelion, 743rd Tenk Bettalion,
823rd Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP), 531s% AM (AW) Battelion, 110th
AAA Battelion (90 mm, batstery 4 and D only), 400th Axrmoxred Fi
Battalion, 40lst I'A Group (187th FA Battalion, and 809th FA Battalion;
155 rm howitzor), Battery A, 290tk FA Observation Bastalion, ccmpany A,y
86%h Chemicnl Mertar Battalion. Additionnl artillery support ceme from
118th and 113th FA Buttalions in general suprort, 197th FA Battalion in
support of the 119th Infentry, end 230th end 76th FA Battulion in suprort
of the 120th Infantry. ;hwe units roceived reinforcing fires from
the L06th FA Group, and 211th FA Group. -

The oontcmplated amployma_nt of the units wure normal. The 5318t

=18.



AAA Battellon furnished antlalrerafy protoction, the 83rd TP
ttalion with Batteries A ond D, 1l0th AsA Battulion fureishod
emti fank support, 520th armored Infantry Batitalion (leee Company C)
attiuched the 9%th Infentry Battalion to support t(he 119th Infentry end
the Eugineer and signal tywops worked in thedr usuul cupucities. 2
The originul plan, though en unoxpestcd emount of vncemy resistance
covsed chenges to be modo, celled for the 119th Infentry to sedze
Bedowont twe hiurs prior to "I* hour and then contiouc south cnd -
| anid potaltst, ;
sapture Delloveux, Lomenriv llem W TFert, prepored to move to
HBouvepnsz. on the left of the 119th, the 120th Infentry was tu selge
Huyen, ligreuville, lLeuta Scerts, ené Thirinont. That was expocted

te be the firot phose, through ell of which the 117th Regiment wes to r
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'xc map then to atteok tc the south of the erce teken hy the 119tlie

iy xmmaaEx  From the 13 Jenuery o 23 Jenvery, the dey the cperution
'

waB completed, the plaﬁ of attack romsned the serw. The only elterations

were in the employment cf Pivisiocn Units.



