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S¢. Vith Ofkens ive

-Pka,se I—-‘IJ
e Ay o2 21 Tmunry 1905 markad Yhe Sorminsti-n of cver e

veok A0 Llehbinez for ¢he 30th Division. In that tdaz they had fought
atep By ~tep, approximatels nire milea.  Thelr loseos were high, the
amany o fabc wined fighter and the wonthor asnddtiqong sp extron: 1y
01021cn1t chotoels. Tro mildsory fneticn hed alinmad into a settern
by thrt dste, ~nd for that resson, $he lino hetial iocns had o rough
fdee of vhot to expect vhen they lewnchesd a bretalion or two bettal-
fen sitnek. The rmnll willegos were wounlly defandsd mont strongly
en the cut-kirts from the protecticon ~ffared by heavy upde rprowth and
dugcuta, The sitlsz themsolves uvnunlly conted ned cnly a Fmell number
of trocre vho Coferded Crom behird the prog.ction cf pny stcne hovses

s ot
aTedleble. Mom diffienlt tce eapture were hills or ridge limo,r‘a*"‘ Emni—].

fire, 20tk Divinion troors very freqmmtl\iinﬁfl( Liﬂ,f:‘ff:a ﬁiﬁ‘%ﬁm M‘m‘é"d
¢ifficvlty in @lalédging ¢ stubbern cnemyy An over prosent cbetecle '
wt 6 the antd tenk minoe thatwere buriel in roudes ené coversd: cver
by snow 2n@ 4ca. As -trted cerlier, tho *mins bustera® vers cmployed
to good rdvatoga.

The cold and wotnese: of the weanther worse soambnted by the use of
3ittle tricka tha mar Lind lenynesd ond what comfortr wezre recdily

pvedlodle. Qommending officers tcok adventezo of ¢ll evallable

cover for their troorm, and the artillory bvettored feryrm hovsee dld
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ok offe. %00 many convsalencea, they nevortheldss bloeked a

good portion of thy winter blesiz. Tho regular vnlistod type

overasont wss freguently found to be a hind.rence, rothur than sn ald

in warding off the cold. Soldiers found that the coats vasily bLe-

cam2 molst or onepn wel fram contect with thoe snow, and shortly

thereafter firoge almost solid end had to bo disczrdod. Pigging

foxholes or gun emplacements near or on the fxnt lines in the

frozen ground woeg not only very hazexrdous, butk back breaking job.
with the beginning of the lest phese in the operction, fhe

Division was tired, but near their fisnl objootive lime which ren

roughly Z,000 yards south of 8t. Vith al ong the Braunlauf sniver.

The boundry *ine between the 7th Armored end the 3Cth Division in

the erse ran elong in the vi.cini;ty of the B4th morthe-scutis grid lihe.

SA Vil Loy inm ¥4 P Gnenihed crclon opproyiiatlioly 100w qardo cask of tha Aroedtoy Dare:

In-tho—neighberhood-of-St. Bith, that meent it _put that—eity-within

the 7{b Armored seotor by sbout—d,000-yexds.

On 21 Jenuary, there wes little advese made by emy of the
Rogiment & of the Pivisiorl In the 117th Imfentry the 2nd Battalion
remei nedin Reeht, obteining some much needod rest. Tho lst and 3rd
Battalions romal ned on the objective taken on the provious dey with Coue
penies A, K, L, &nd X, on the line from west to ezst. QCompony E on
the right or west flank end Company B im reserve. Under cover of

dusk roccnneissence patrole went dewn to Rodts (619889), Hundheim



(Sz5883), nnd ~telpnrbary (£28887), =nd moported thom appnvrently
well Lold,

The 115%h Rugimant on 21 Junuary, foxr the most part eonsoli-
dated vn the positicn thay had azized on she provious dey. Company
T, undor Oapt Ldwnrd ¢ Arn oodouplsd ~2altions in Oborat-Ormbac)‘{‘,MdW
ran into muall olements of tho enemy. m:yl\mm sectterod in housas,)"“’
amd-waru aoon routed ocut of the oity or sapturod by the nttnoking
gompalny. By derlasss tho ares was fimmly held with Gompanies E, F,
L, I, and X holding a semli-circular line to the northesst and
Qompony G in reserve.

To Ve left, 1n tho 1R0th sactor, the 3rd Battellen rscedved
e atrcng counter~attoek. The Bottalion oscupled a postion in the
gonexal avee of 837927 ncar tle MalmodyeSt. Vith roed. At 0958 the
18t Battnllion, 352nd . VG Regiment, 246th VO divinion, supported V;
threo nelf propel]:eﬂ, guna attacked on the front of Companien Iq!md
L. & The enamy ¢ame up fram Ober Tmmels, uaing the svailable
woods to furnish cover snd cnoeelment . The lat Battalion, 120th-
Infentry had been oscupying & position on the right or west of the
3rd. Thus when thes attack struck, the lst Battalion flanked the
enemy on the right emd the 3rd Battelion closed in om tho left.

By 1050 hours, the =tt:ckers refirested lecaving eight FW'a, 16
woundsed an estimated 70 Gexrmena killed, und one SP gun. 63 Later

in the soms dny patrols from the lat Battelion were sent south to
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reconnci¥er Lhs neat 2uy'e objeetivo; Odor Buosls (52760€) ard
Hloder Dumels, (898908). *hey wers driven off, howevar, by atxong
oy nutoimiie wenron firs.
On the leofy flenk of the 30th nivieion, the 7th Armcrsd drove
pouth on 20 =nd 21 Jonuary in 9xsoll.ab cocsdinution. €5 Tho koy eclty
ef Born (850935) hed buen el.excd by Brig. Gunervl Hasbrouelt's amor
anl the dafonding vnomy troops full book to 8. Vith. The oome was
truo in the 30th pivision ssecvor; the enemy ratr.ated to St. Vith, Om
21 Jenucry, large groups of Gemians began to ovacueto that city om the
pragary high voy leading south. The road was jaumned with $roopa, vehioles
gmmor and guns cid the IX Tactiscl) Alr Camand had wendorful *Laigeta of
oppertunity*. torking with the 7th Ammorcd, the 366th ond LO4ik.
Fighter Groups destroysd on enormcus mumber of veaicl.s, tanks, ariillery,
iroops, and horso drewn wagons, utilizing 500 pound general purjposc
and 2(0 poupd Trvguentatlion bombe for the job. b6
Thoe next doy, 22 Januery, thes 120th Régimonta odbjuctive was the
arva contai ning E&?’E Rmmels and Obor Emmels. Tho former was the
lurger of the ¥wo =nd had tho 5%. Vith road running through it. In
the early afternoon, the 2rd Bettelion, suprorted by vhe firves of
the lst Buttelion, ettacked the city. Flanking the oity ceuticusly,
rosistance fram infantry ond assuult guns were met, but 4o no
apprecieble oxtont. By 1660 hours the olty wee in the possecsicn of
the 2nd Battalion., CQompoany F, had left the mopping ur of the eity
to Companies £ end G and had procesded, at 1515 hours, $o the weat

““ W '
to seize Ober Bmmels. 4he canpany encountered nuintawa and wes une

able to advance .
wble



836895, with the 7th Armored thet had pushed down during the day
t0 & 1ine ebout 3,000 yards north of St. Vith.

The advance south continued all along the Division front
and on the right flank the 1l$th Regiment medc eubsequunt g:ins,
l'gopin; pacv wiith the othexr {wo regimente of the Division. In a
ooordinated etbeck the Znd wnd 3rd Buttalions 119tk Regiment pduaaecd pow
their line of departwre &t GOCC, 22 Jsuuary. The Zna Buattulion
left thu area of Melssei Berg ané ryan inte scottered smull viue
fire. The battuiion edvemved south through a wecded erea ond en
hour aftur Yjuup off¢ lme they hed cleared the wwods et 780078,
Cpmpanivs B and I advanced on a linc, with LLe former Company oi
the riohl. Once umdes vosurvalion, bthy VW Cwpcnies come ubduvy’
extreniely beavy autamoblc weopch i wrtllicry fire ihot emonctod
from the high ground immediatoly scuil of Kapelle (705060). Jotillexry
fire was calicd for enu bruughty dowm on obosrved enay loculions.
Support vanks of tho 743rd fuik Butivelion viere brought upy «nd Lhe
battalion ussaulved Kapuile in the miG-micrning. By 1315 hours bha
oity hod been oluurud of the ¢newy.

The 3rd Battalion, wiiich hed jumped orf witk thue Zud et €300,
hed as vhoir Objuwetive Lauw Lalyly dusge clty ci ILndeshwuron
(797877)e GCpat. Quorge w. hehiopis Compay L, led oiu sbiuck

and hed elewentas in tae oity by Ol45. unmss o Lae wurs.irbs of
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the mity, Oompany L on the right of Company I met strong small
ams and autamatio weapon fire. The envmy was clesred out of
the housus, slowly &nd metliodically, end it wasn't until noon
thet the 5rd Battel fon Led covered most of the city. kven then,
arfillery fire Lit the city turoughout most of the afternoon
every once in & while, a particularly ardent Nezi would infile-
trate beck into Hinderhausen, or suddenly come to life and begin
sniping from & secoué siory window. However, such fiwe was oniy

haregsing in noture amd contect was quickly mede on the lelt with

- the 117th Regiment. OR the right, t'e 2nd Battalion spresd their

1ine esst from Kapelle and es derkness olosed down on 22 Jenuary,
the compunies were displeaced from west to northeest, £, ¥, L, and
I, Compenies G and K mainteined & rescrve position.

The enemy, tlroughout 22 Jenuary fell back to St. Vith as vhe
30th Division advanced. Ending at midnight ZZ Jenuary, for the
preceding 24 hours, the Division captured 266 priscners. 67 ln-
Yerrogated ut the PW cage, it was determined that most of tiem
had been members of the 326th Voljagrenadior Division, with a
msll number {row the 10%n and 2Losh VG Divisions. Almost every
one of Lué Fa's wore psrvially incapacliutea ineoiar es his lo-

oamotive cdilltice were ocnoernad. sivat bite end trenca foot

wore prevalevat. “hey ell look.d bedly end meny compluined of



baving bean in the limo for over a month., At least Lelf of the
dirty, unshaven Germans carried e loaf or a portion of a loaf of
brown bread cluseched under his aim or prosruding elightly Lrua his
ovarcont pocket. They of oourse, had no idee thot they wouad,
shortly efter cepiure, be eating bettor vhan tuey probobly uad in
the yrecoding 4 ysars. *“hose who weie ot killed or oupiViuvd re=
treasted toward uv. Vitn, and on 22 Jenuexry, as on the duy Lelulu,
the roads leuding out of Sv. Vith were hat by hecvy 50Ut bLivision
ertillery congentrations and elements of $he IX VYeobiculd Aldr
Oommand .

On the same day {he 7th Armored advenced into the ovutdkiria
of St. Vish and during the next dey, 23 January, drove into ihe
oity. Once the 30t¢h Division had ecaptured Hodt, Hinderhausen and
Bundheim, the city of St. Vith wue heruly denabie. 'nose .uft Low
cities seizea in the 30th Civision seotor wexe altuated on dowine-
eting terrsin. From Rodt, one cvould ewsily look Quws ub sb. Vied ad
the Division artillery units were in s position of obsurvation ol ine
primury roads end the railroad lsading imco vhe cby. it is not mwsal L0
imply that once the 30ta Division *ringed® Hi. Vitn om vhe uocaii auﬁauus
the 7th Armmored had merely ¥o WulkK ilbo thw cliy, suu vboke pussession.
That was hardly the cose, howuver, ib ié wedl ¢o noésr bue fuoi agia

that once tue 3Usn Division gapeured Vhe xvads, vilisgus, cad ridge
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lines 2,000 to 5,000 yaxde north andwsest of the clty; the great

retrect froam St. Vith began.

8t . Vith Ofivnsive

R ook Bause

The “final objootive® idlne of the XVIII Qoips in th. St. ¥ith
operetion, ren roughly elong the Braunlouf River. Wne River flowed
from west to east ebout 2,000 yards south of Su. Vith.

To reaecl thet idne iu the 3Cta Division ssotor, required tiwu
"01d Hiokory" ouifit to atisok south fzvm their 6,000 yara front
line foxr a wistiee of three tu five tuoueend yarxds. The sreve that
ves to be captured was for the .08t part, open ground tnug cone
teined 1elalively amall secviions of heavily wooded arves. The {four
objoctives in the e2rea wure lubeled wivh the code numws of *Daiay*,
"imet, "Litile*, and*Abner®. Lhrew of tliem enclosed dominutiig
ground., One south of weasten (603053), enother soutn or Krombsoh,
(8100660), the third soushwssi of Neundorf, (029369), and Lnu laus
wes 4 Buvtlon of high ground beiwsen B.romnaok snd hNeundori .

"HR howr <9 January was 1,000 nours. At vioat tume Lne li,th ana

119th pdginentn atbvacked abreasv. *he 120th Infentry ha d beon
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pincted out on the provicus dey and had returned to¢ c¢n use:-mdly
arec rer scm? vell desorveld rest end refitting. 1m the 117th
Regiment ithe 2nd Bottellion was glven Lle primary miesion of the
dsy by Colonal Walver M. Johnson. The lsé Baivtellon accured ilie
Joft flank of ¢l hegiumehl and the 334 Baviallon zeminug in
Ragimentel resorve. The 200 Babtelion wndes Lajor Denjuwadne T
Amons atlVackud at 10CC heurs wdbh tho bown of leundorf and lac high
e IRy ae obptuna. S Smpalum Sntine ool alionds o the sy

ground tc the scuthunul “sdsirbtheoua—al 3l s wdah Cotipeay-e
on tl_:e Tight y ang Compaates I und § ocn whe left. Tho baltaiion, by
neon, had tekea up gosltdons thiugicut the eity ond tho uheuy uod
withdrawii. (nae vhe Germels #eie i ol aue vuly ., bde olad LDubboddon
117%h Infantry, ceme wadoy ¢ bSesrilic barruge off ncovux fdre., It
poved Lo bﬁ“ Qabivuely oocurcie ang ¢owa from bne algh grouuwd ho

rt VRS -
ths scuthesst of iu—aivy~ Yhav was toe wreo oud acl leunuorf,
that wes designoted by the plvialon ws ths rugineatad cbguctive.
About 1300, Cupt. W. u, Jacker led Compony & to Vhe cuot Lo s.is0
tho high ground. Comzany G advancud along wllth Cuupeny Iy
sttecked up tho forward slopw. Tho chemy eapivyed RoGUAING guk
ond mortor fizo In a despascly atlenpl Lo stop vhe aluggliyg cougi-
feot, Dovever, ohu Uurwan posiiion aad LZaniod wiw. aosb oL Lham
wore taken priswonor. A% LS50 houzs io elduy wALLOL blbeCliod will

e forc.. «. .doub S0 wen aad thoce belide Lhey wesw ., alsed by
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our heavy machine guns and st least one tank was demaged. By late
afternoon the objective had bean oampletely cleered of the ememy. Qn

the left of the 2pd Battalion, the lst Battelion hud elearcd the

woodas of scattered German sutometic weapon emplacementd and held the left
forward flank of the Divieion.

Over on the right, the lat and 2nd Battalions, 119th Infentry,
were direoted to attack at 1000 hcurs by Colonel R. A. Baker. fha
1st Bottallon advanced for the high ground elightly scuth of
Krcmbuch« They met practicelly nc resistance snd were suddeseful
in teking over 20 FW's from the houces in Krombosh. About i5¢c,
Compeny (', under Capt. ¥Floyd B. Spurlock, moved to the doeminuting
ground and lmmedistely madu contact with outposts of the Lliih
Regiment on the left.

Jumping off{ at the same time, the 2nd Battalon cncounteroed
a strong enemy line on the northern edge of Weisten (vie 802055).
An assaull was made with Companies E and G om line. Almoat 30
Pii's were ¢aptured and the push into the c¢city campleted. 69 The
battelion moved southeast cut of Weistem and over the rail xoad
line running northeast to St. Vith. A%t the roed junciion ot
805847, Compeny E on the right flenk was hit by German Armor,
supported by iqéantry. Pivieion artillery fire wee called for

and ai the same time tanks end tank destroyers, supporting the
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7nd Betteldon, moved inte josition.

ith =11 ¢hed fire, 1Jus sutomatic wespon fire directed at
tho enemy oonountrution, it soon dissoived end withdrew arfter leaving
76 FPi's., With the pesseseicia of Lhoss finul objectives, tau 50tk
Divieion wcidivaidee In vbe cporution bsd been complioted. Yince 2400
12 Tanuery, 1,400 Fa's were ¢aptured. e ioseve had been neevy, how=
over, end iu tbe three reglments of Vhe Livision thore weiw 1,151
office:s 4nd aen, Alilwd, wuneed or missing in the 10 duy purioa,
13 to &3 Junuiry. Flus thes nunber thexr were 707 officurs and en=-
listed men listed os ucn-dattle SuBuaibies. 71 A tosal of almost
2,000 nmuni loat; cexrtsinly ulgh fur ¢ bsn dey olerution,

Durlig the sume day, 23 Jauury, bie /vh Armored Division hoea
taken full poescesion of 3. Vith ant ouahed 1o bie south of it
prraulng tho enony out of she cemadalag, but vesry Sisi(lll) wawit sLild

100t ii Lie Belplin Bulgs) thiv—dkdefatoitronr T Vomfandsredt.
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