S%. Vith Offensive
Fhase II

By midnight of 15 Jenuary the first phase line, which had been
designated as such in the Division plan, hed buen reached. That line
ren roughly along the L'Ambleve River where it crossed the Division
sone. The line that marked t‘h'e campletion of the second phase ren
from east to west and was south of the L'Ambleve, o the left flank,
approximatelyB000 yards end on the right flank, 11000 yerds. Within that
area, 13 goose egg areus had been listed as objectives pointa. 0Of that number
three were high points that ram in a rough east weet line end possessed
an elevation of 530 meters (Dillburg) 5/0 meters (Hunnert), end (Wolfa-

busoh) 590 meters. Thet line would probably have been utilized eas a



mein line of resistence by the enemy, if he hud had edequate tima
for preperations. However, the rapid drive through extremely 4iff-
foult naturel @onditions, by th 30th Divieion, caught the enemy off
belancs apd kept him in that comdition ell the way to Bt. Vith.

In a lotter of imstruction issued at 2200, 15 Jenuvary, the 117%h
Rogiment was d rected to sttack southy the following morning, to so-
cure the ridge line situated approximately 2,000 yards south of ise
front. The 119th eimed to the west with the primary objective the
MER between Font and Recht.

The lst Battelion, 117¢h Infantry with Companies A and O lead-
ing end Qompany B in reserve, attacked for Dillburg (812954). AS
0900 the group left from the violnity of ligneuville apd adveaved a-
gainst very light opposition to a point approximetely 400 yards north
of Dillburg. me 1,000 yaxds to the southeast an,l enemy
conoentration of armor and infantry was observed et the road Junotion
et 823950. That road junction wrnod,{:ut to be en extremely hard nut
to oraok in the days that foldowed. It was the intersection of the
Malmedy-St. Vith road with the route from Reght. On the-168h Jenuary,

the enemy began to fortify thet point 28 & road blook in strength.
That activity was hoted and Division ertillery put & cone entration

of fire on 4t from 105 rm end 155 mm guns, plus & good many rounds
from eight$ inoh howitzers fired by the 204th Field Artildorxry Battalion.

The 2nd Battelion, 117th Infantry, under Major B. T. Ammons, .



moved south af the sams time and on the right of the lst Bett alionm.
nu./'tw/ ' oubi—o€ tont, the bBattalion
edvanced slowly through the exceedingly thick forest area. The base of
Rupnert (795956) wee resched by midafternoon and Oapt. Sibbeld's |
Comrany E out to the esst elops of the hill, while Compeny G under

Capt. Viotor Salem, went to the west. oonpanyi remeined in battalion
reserve throughou$ the dey and followed midwey between Qompanies E

end G. .

Msanwhile, the 3rd Battalion. 119th Infantry had been attached to the
117¢h Infentry, end under the latter's d reotion attacked in coordinati.n
with the lst end 2nd Bettelions of the 117th, the morming of 16 Januery.
Advenoing east from Ligneuville, & rond block waa esteblished at 825983.
The battalion was them disposed by Mejor O, K. Stewart with the three
companics abreast. The advence wap elmost directly eouth with Qompany
L on the left, I in the ocenteér and Qompany K on the A ght or east. By
noon the bese of the mltaﬁusoh hill (830967) wes reached. An attempt
was made to advence up the elope, but it was pushed back by the enemy.
Throughout the afterncon, fire fights continued and when darkmess fell,
the positions occupied by the 3rd Battelion, 119th Infentry, were sssent-
ially the same as they had been at noon. The 3rd Battelion, 117th
Infantry remeined in regimental reserve throughout 16 Jonuary. Just
south of Pont, the gomps ies were disposed from eest to west, Companics

L, K, end I reepectively.
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On the ri ht, the two battalions of the 119th Infentry (the
3rd Battalion had been attached to the 117th Infantry) also did not
maks any great strides.or-meet -any-stiff resistunve. The lst
Battalion held a defensive position throughout the dey , regrouping
end refitting. Companies C end B mainteined positions immedietely
southwest of Font and Company A attempted to get same rest on the
north side of the L'Ambleve. The 2nd Battalion, on the right flenk of
the 30th Division, moved off at 0900 andrﬁdmeud south almost 1,000
yarde from Houvegnez. Compeny E led, end with Company F on the left,
the heavy woods wore searghed. Ome tank of the 7,3rd Tank Battelion
was lost from direet fire of an enemy self-propelled gum. Those
BP's wore met in same number in the next week and always proved
troublosome. %‘hey we:e 75 mm guns mounted on & Merk IV chassis.

Not too large they drove through the forest fire breaks eesily
md mancuvered without too much difificulty in the snows. In ey

af lant Qapax
event Oompany E pushed to 765959, where they made contaat with the
517¢h Parochute Infentry, 106sh Division, at leet—light.

The activity of the 120%h Infentry, on 16 January, waes much
like the other two regiments. Primarily resting and maintsining
defensive positions. From sl ightly east of Thirimont to west of
Heuts Serts pouuon{fén held by the 14, 3rd end 2nd Battalions
respectively. Each had two canpanies in line end one in reserve.

P
The following day, 17 January, there wum1no great advances



wada anywhere on the Divisiom fromb. Agnin, as on $he previcus day,
short movements were made, but regrouping and scme rehebilitotion

wore corried on primarily. Im the 117th Infantry, Lt. Colcnel R, &,
Jranklond's lst Bottellon further oonsolidated their positicn on the
Dillburg hill £30. Ccmpenies A end O ocovered tho entire elevaticn,
cleening out o fow of the cpnemy thut hed infiltrated during the night,
end thon took up positions in a line on the rewerse slope. At 0915

an estimated 50 enemy infantrymem, supported by 5 light taks, and
designated Combat Teem Hoffman, were engountered. A relatively short
fire fight wnoued, in which several FW's werc captured end the enemy
rcuted. Compony B tock up & peaition, in battelion reserve, slightly
to the north of the other two companies. The 2nd Battalion, 117th
Infantry attacked for Hunnert, whioch wao mcre correotly the desig-
pation of « 540 meter high elevation. Onr the previous day, 16 Jenuary,
the battelion bkad been unsucoesaful in ite attack on the objective.
Howevor, on the morning of 17 Jemuerxy, they eguin struck at the hill,
Becauss the objective wes in the comter of en extremsly heevily wooded
area, thé snemy foundadequate cover and concealmsnt. An estimated

50 troors defended the hill. 46 They were broken into emall groups
snd each group had an assault gun set up in oif.hor a dug out or e

tire bresk. GCompanles G rm:TE attacked anddrove them off and then
patrols went down to Recht to meke a mconnniaab”ﬁfl

oAy
The 3rd Bettalicn took a orack at the road bleek et £20955,
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but wore no more suddesaful on thy \I7 Joauary/than thoy weiro on the
‘pruvicuﬂ day « Tho 4iffioult; 4in ony attempt to rﬁi‘;te tha block wne not
ev much. fram tho large emount of fire puwer set up, but frcm the tactical
disposition and organization of the stxong roimt. On the oant side of
the Mulndey-St. Vith roudy in the viainity of the roud blook, the undure
growth was vory thick. Bocaus:s of t’:{ﬁi}' factor it wis quite imposaible
for troops of the Ird Battulion to dring up eny armor or heavy woepons
on thet flemk. JFurther the enemy had a sories of maching guns, light
apd heevy, set up cmong the treee and in the firs breaks. On the
west eide of tho roed, psculiarly spnough, thoere waes sm oren area which
probibited an advence in any force to orcss it. Any ettempt of thet nat-
ure 'm; impediately me:t by fire that oome from the rced block defonsscs.
Thet fire, eand fire on ony friendly groups in the vicinity that cemes
down the mcn highwsy or other sprroaches from thz north, wes obsarved
from eest of the road block on an elefated position. Such oveervations
ere then gonmunicsbed btu the gun positions at the voad ipterassction. k7
Thot wes the revores cof the usuel citueticne where the cbservor was
neer the torgot end the gupes in the reaxr. Inthat case, tha 3rd-Bsttallon
J17th Infatzy uttacking-tne-road -block,-the-ensmy guns wera {n the
proximity of the-terget-end-thoobssrvor-in-the TooY.

In the 119th Rogiment tle only eciive Wottalion wan the 2nd. :ha

lst esscmbled In Pont end the 3rd, welensed from attachment to the 117th 7

Infantry, ¢losod intc Mplmedy. Oompanies ¥ and O of the 2nd Battalion



mointeined thelr poelticp in the vicinity of Buuv«san‘;*. Capt.
Faxne E. Perker’s Compory E sent cut & sticng eombgt pé.trul o
optablish « rond block a$ (ehoenberacks, (762953). That polat

wes cn the rosd fram Foent to flscht and the m’*ﬁ'ﬁw advanced
positicn of the Divieion. The Oompsay pushed Lo the roed bloek
positicn alowly end carefully follouiﬁ & course thm,uuj.ltha wouds .
The strength of the roud blcek wae made wp of & plateon of infantry
fran Qmepany ¥, 2 hoavy machine guns, two self propulled TD's and

48 Onco the road block was sot up and con=

three anli-tank guns.
nolldated, oubposts were seat cut and cwntaocted the 537-:11: Regiment
on the right end the 117th on tas left. -_ .

én tho 120th Reglmeni the luv Batitulicn remained ln tho \ril'c;_nity
of Thirimont vAtb Conpunies A and B in tho line. A omnb;t potrol
vae eent dom to roconnoiter tho objestiww thet enclosed Lier Velhn
(vic B3194,0), mome 2500 yarda from Wolfubumoh. The enmn;;r wab Lok
in forcy e geod dbtinee ncxtl of tiic objectdve, and the ‘patrdl was
forced to return to their cturting point. |

The 2rd Bettslicn, 12Cth Infantry, took ovexr the ccoupation of
the Wolfsbusch hill and rolieved the 3rd Batbeilon, ii%h Infentry
that had tdcen that cbjective on the previvus dg.

Thore wars little othor aotivity on 1/ January, although more
trouble wap cuused $o cur vehicles by roud mines, that were laid

in scottured yeiterns. From 13 to 16 Januery the S0th Division



A

had 15 tenks disebled by enti tenk mines. *’ The mines, buried
upgor several inches of snow and ice wo:e not loceted by mine de-
to'c"ltorn. Therefore a request was made of XVIII Corps for the use
of mim bustera”. 50 These were seocursed and used to exgellent pur-
pose I"on the Division romde. They wore veluable beceuse of the effeoct-
inm;u with which $hey perfogmed their primary function; detonating
AT mines. They werw also of great aid for the psyshological effect
thoy hed on jeep, temk and trudk dirvers. Those men felt the road
was safe, once & "mine busger” hndgona over it, and ss such, thelir
task otf[dri;ring. with the nervous strain eliminated, wes made easier.
'rh? *mine bustera® of the 738th Tenk Battalion, utilized were
of two :typos. One type had two sets of discs weighing 30 tons,
mountedl: ou the fyent of a medium tank, Each set o ntained five
& ske ,‘hd each disk wes almost nine feet in diemeter. Eaoch of the
two aataf;wer. mounted dlrectly in front of the tenk's treads. Thue
an enpt; space was present between the two sets and mines whioh lay
below ﬁ'hmg' ama‘wm.‘not expioded. Thet was the primary fault of the
E3. ﬁt was rapﬂ\ﬂod by the T1El type that had thres sets of disks
noim;oa on the ttv;‘nt of & stendard medium tank retriever. 4hese thrce
sots conteiined ui:la‘ disce each, but their diemeter wee less than hulfl
of those mounted on the K3. They were muunted with a set in fromt of
each tnnki'traad and ‘the third set to the fre of those, and in the

!
center orl' the tenk. \"{‘hul the road in the fnt of the $tenk was com-

1 |

!
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pletely "rolled* emd performed its task more satiefsctorlly than
tho E3.

There is « great desl of interess $hat may be atbached to the
tremondcus nuwbex P AT minua that were found scettered in the Male
médy seotor. Almost evoXy one of shume mines was found under heuvy
snow and ice. Ineemuch as thu {irst heavy snow did not ococwur in Lhat
seotor until 26 Docember, one mey assume that the Germans evspdoned
the plon to stteok through the Malmedy seotor im the direction of

degs, by Onristmes. o

J The Drive Continues

Afto;r two days, in whigh a short opportunity foar suame rest aud
nritt}in_’s vera snatoched, the 30th ]f&iv:l.axon on 18 Junuery again bugaen
to driver"‘aouth. In & Division direstive the 120th Regimuut wus assigunud
an objective labeled *q*, (vic 825937). The gooss egg shaped &10a wi-
olosed a portion of vhe Malmedy-St. Vith rosd ed ciso a hill 522
meters in height. *he whcle wes approximately 2,300 yards eusi by
southeast I*of Recht (796945) and elso contemed the tiny villuge of
Lier Vem, (631939). The 117th Infentry, with vhe 2nd Buttelion of

the 119%h atteched, was to take Recht «nd if both regiments hod

'Q‘.j.
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complatcd‘their assigmments sotisfootorily, they woere to attack for
Eockelsborn (B810930), whieh was situated approximetely 1,200 yards
south by scuthenst of Reaht. e To aid in the oceretion, and to
insure coordination of movamunt oa $he Division right flenk, the
517th"ROD (minuw 2nd Battalion) was attaeched et 1800 hours, 17
January . 53

‘ pofore the 1174n Infendry oould avtack for Recht it was pere
force necescary to eliminate the roed block whigh wes, ac stated
earlier, necer the junetion of $he Kecht and St. Vith road. IJt.
Colonel qumuol T. MoDowell's Sxd Battelion was still attempting to
knook out the road blosk at 620955. K" Company under Capt. Hem-
monde, was not able to eliminate the atror@ poink, however, ulements _—
of his ampany di d infilsrate behind it apd were suodessful in laying
scme AT mines. Undor cover of darkness the enemy withdrew from that
firss position end pet up andfe'ren strongexr blook about 300 yaxds
scuth oﬁ the seme Tomd at 823950, Ageln mines wera laia behind the
road bl.‘,i;:nl: and attem;lat-g were @ ntinued to forge the anemy to withdraw.
The rqlistance. ir:anything.'inoruasud end tﬁa nunber of aasault gunB'/
and qﬁtountio uvapbna delivered an extremely punishing f'ire on uhe
n&taﬁknra. Sk puring 16 Januery the road bloek wes not rvduced end
co.nfl'equently the attlauk for Reoht wes not mede. The Ist and 2nd
Battalions of tﬁe 1170 Infetry maintained their defensive po::t“lgna

on the eleveted positjons of Dillburg an:?ﬂunnert, respectively.
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Phe 119th Regiment scoompliched little during 18 Jenuary. The
lat Batsalion remainod assembled in the vieinity of Pomt, end the
2nd Batsalion retained thoir linwe on the sxtreme rizht flunk of the
Divigion. Compenjee K ond L of the Syrd Battelion remsinod :n Male
mafp' end Qompeny i under lat L%. Jobhn A. Deyle Jr., moved from there
tc teke over the high ground of Buebs Sart, relieving the 3rd Battelion
120th Infentry from thet position.

There wee much mare aotivity ip the 120th Reglmout on 10 Jenuary.
At 0930 the ls. Batialion edvenced south for objective *Q¥ in the
vieinity of £3193Y end two huurs luter it wer followed by the 3xd
Battalion. The etteck wae made on $he objedtive frow the northeast,
thus bypassing the enemy held roed blcsk at 823950. By eerly eftermoon
the areu was captufed end ooccupied by both bettulions in a semi oiroular
lins by 15C0 hours. Compemy I wae placed op the extreme eust siope and
fram east tc wa*}, Compenies A, L, C, and B, were disposed with Com~
pany K in repsrva. At juet sbout dusk, the eneay counterattecked in
strength frem the south with on eetimated soven take end st Jeest
100 infmirymen. Artillery wo- called down on the infaniry and they
were broken up and seettered ot 027933, a point on the St. Vith road
aw;mima;nly 400 yarde scuth of the lei am{ard Betstoelion frong line.
Groupe ¢f our infatry fannod out end ettacksd the senks witn bazooks
and emell orms. co;zpany 0 knooked out two, and three edditionsl

tanks wore destroyod. 29 of tbke five, two were mounted with 105 mm



assault guns on e Merk IV chessis end the other three had 75 mm
guns on the msame type chsssis. 56 Though unusual, thet illustrates
that carefully directed infentrymen cen destroy enemy light tenks
AL aid arwwa .
with bazcoka end small arms rin/ l‘hnﬂhis o« unter attack was in
progress, Company K, which had been in the rear of the line and con-
sequently the nearest to the enemy road blook at 823950, turmed north
to assist the 3rd Battalion, 117th Infantry in thelr attack on that
strongpoint. Driving at the road blook from the north and south,
olements of Company K of the 117th and Compeny K of the 119th got
. socattered olm:c behind the road block and planted AT mines and
haressed the strong enemy concentratiom, but d4id not eliminate i%.
The 2nd Battelion, 120th Regiment, on 18 January msntei ned
their position on the Wolfsbumeh hill, vi o 833968, cnd aided in
bringing up supplies to the lst and 3rd Battalions. The following
day, 19 January, the 2nd Battalion wes relieved by the lse Battalon,
119th Infentry. The second then moved south 2,000 yards, through
the lst end3xd Battalions, 120th Regiment em@ at 1415 attacked for
thuir objective, Reckelsborn end the eree in the vieinity. Keckel-
sborn lay 1200 yards southeast of Recht on the Recht-St. Vith roed.
The attack was made after Recht had been captured that morning dnd
the road block at 823950, eliminated. The 2nd Battalion with Come
pany E on the east, Compeny F on the west, and Compeny G in the

center met light resistance andwas consolidated in the dty dy 1700,
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The lst and 3rd Bottaliéns, 120th Infentry me intel ned their defensive
poeitions in the vieinity of objective *Q*. Company K, of the Srd
Battalion, under let 1$%. Melton Smith, egein :assisted the Srd Buttalion,
117th Infentry in the finel reduction of the road block at 823950 whieh
took plase during the morning of 19 Jonuery. 57

The lst Battalion sent petrols to objective *T to atteumpt to
determine the sigc of the enemy force that was in pomsession of that
importsnt aren. The goose-egg "T* enclosed the junotion where the
lignosuville=-St. Vith road conveirged with the Recht-St. Vith road at
829917. From thet area, reconnaissence was made 1,200 yerds to the
west by the patrols.

On the right of the 120th, the 117th Infantxry on the morming of
19 Januery prepearcd to attack to seigze Recht in ecomplience with

Dirsaion inatructicos. 9°

At 0600 the 2nd snd 3xd Battalion, 117th
Infantry attecked. The former left Hunnert with Companies £ end ¥ on
line and in 20 minutes were on the outskirts of Recht. Resistence was
light ond conpisted mainly of asmall armms fire. In a very short time
the enemy troops defending Recht were driven ocut. Company E led by
Opat. Sidbald tooR a center route with Compeny G om the northwest. By
0930 the nd Battelion was in possession of the city and sent patrols
to the sast to assist the 3ra Battal ion in the final reduction of

the road blosk at 823950.

The capture of Recht in such a short time, wes not wholly due
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o the fighting capabilitios of the infentry end the excellent sonk

and tonk destroyor support. An exceodingly heavy ertillery barrage

wags lald on the city prior to the at$rek. 5 th Division artilicry

hit the town heavily ih & well rlanned pattoeru. Figst the outiying

section of the ¢ity wes bomberded and then the shells mcved scuth,

catohing the center of the ¢ity and the area of building evnoentrations. 59
Beocause of that terrifie ba;'raa-. it was not surprising that the enemy

who did remain to dofend the city eapitulated in gppmimtely one hour.

In tsixe 119%h Regiment, as etated earlier, the lst Battalion re-
lieved the 2nd Battalion, 1l th Reglment on the Wolfsbusoh hill. :he
2nd Battalion retcnod thel xr posmition on the right flank and mainmkained
ontect with the 517th on the right and the 117¢h Infentry on the left,
During 19 January nev enoxy troops were ‘identified on the Division front
thot had most probably bsen brought in as reinforcements.

At 0800 tha et Battslion, 117th Infontry Regiment, crossed their
line of deporture end at$agked south for their objective. That wes en-
other goose ogg ayve, abous 2,000 yards south of Recht and enclosed
en area of Aomipeting toxrvain. The terruin it anteined wes very heavily
Hrosted and an advange on the objeotive was very diffigult. Howover,
the battaiion met only small exrms resstance end advanced casily against
it. By eurly aftermcon, consolidetion on the¢ objeative had teken place.

At the seme jump-off time, Lt Oolonel Semel T, ticDowell's 3xd

Battalion, 117tk Infentry, moved south on the left flank of the lst



Battulion, frem the vielalty of Beckelsdorm. Thay advensed for an
m;ﬁha'b measured epproximately 600 yards in a noi'th-sauth direction
end 1,400 yords in an cast~wsst direstion. Tho objsstive wos eboud
1,000 yards scuth of Eeckslsborn and cmelosed o pervion of the seoun=-
dsry Feoht to Rodt road. With lst Lt. Gale Deugherty's Gompeny L
loading, and taen Companics I and K, the battelion sncounterud a

emall emcult of enemy fire just scuth of Eeekelsborn. Made up of
ebout B company of infentry aupported by three light tenke, they

wore sesily zcuted and.tha 316 Buttalion moved on thelr objective.
Cnge they consolidated, they wore on en aprroximate 2,000 yerd line
with the lst Battalion. At 15380, on dlvision order, both battelions
attacked to $eke e levge area Gesignuted as "Willle® end *Nilliow,
vhich lay sbout 500 yards south of the areas teken earlior in the dey.
The lst Baltelion hit 1% on the west end the 324 Battulion on the eest.
The latter mot very little resistance and was in control of thédr obje~
ective by 1730 with Compales K, L, and 1, echeloned t¢ the northeast.
The 1st Battelion, with Ccmpanies A and O lesding, met feirly stiff
resistence oonsisting cf eppreximstely & sumpeny of infanbtry employing some auto-
maticweupon, but primerily amell eyms fire. By last light they had
yoesecsion of the reverse slope and hod mede contoct with the 3rd
Battalion by 1925 hcurs. The cbjective was important, for its

gentexr point was a steep elevation which provided cbeorvation of

Rodb and lsed right intu that city.



On the rizht of the J17th, the 119th Infentry swung intc¢ action
ooyly the morning of 20 Jenuavry. I4. Colorel Robart K. Herlong's
1ot Battulion wos yelieved of tho Adcfengive position 4t held on the
Wolfebusch hill et 1000 hours by tho 30th Mece Rocn Troop;. Plowing
through heavy shew a distance of approximately 5,000 yards the battele
iop at 133C, orrived at 702927, an arce 1,000 yerds southwest of Rscht.
The position straddled tha soad leading out of Rocht, and was dosigned
ng o Yogurva point to back up the atteck plonned for the other two
battalions of tho regimont.

The 2nd Battallon, l'alzm moved by foot, from the vieinity of
Bonvegznew (7659568) ¢o an asscmbly area about 6000 yards to the scuth.
The 3rd Battulion, working in coordinetion with Ghe Znd, loft 1%s
vost eree in the vieinity of Malmedy end won trensported by truek to
a point about 1,200 yerds noxthweat cf Rucht on tlie Font-Recht md.
Thers Major Hol D. MoCown had his bottulion detruck ond led them
eouth vhero they took up n ponftion on the left of the 2nd Battolion.
In that srea two platoons each, from the 7.Srd Tenk Bsitelion end
823x8 Tenk Destroyer Bettalion drove into positicn end at 1415 hours
e ccmbined ettock was launcked. Strikling to tho scuth, the 2nd
Datsolion with aymor ottmchments hit Wolkeshexrdt (782893), cnd @rove
pa fexr south es L’bisu?ﬁerg, (77568L). The 3rd Bottalion ewinging in
frem the ncrtheest, bypossed the second amd eaptured Oberst Crcmbach
(788885).
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Both hattalions me% olemonta of this 1€4h VG Divisicn whome
maistence eonpisted orimevily of amull arms end ausomatic vooepcns fire.
Their amoy surport wes not woll dlreplacsd ond di . not hold up cwr ade-
vanse to ony apprecieble extent, Novertheloss, it was elmest 1§00
ho ra beforo th: cbjuetives wers oartured. The difficultlies cacounter=
ad were nct only oconfined to the reelotence of the anamyrxﬁ:a long
march ,‘the men hed undergone carlier in the Qey had sepped thelr
strength to a considsrzblz amowrd. It wes net the distace of the
maych, But the woathar conditions that proved such en obstasls.

Plowing through 2 thiekly fors«sted esrea, through enow that was at
lepst lnmwe deap, and earrying heavy coobat ecrms and equipnont, the

men were Tatigned by the timo they errived st their line =f derorg-
ure. When tho sttack tecrinated, end oomsclidatism was rodo during
darknzsa, many hours wers spont in digging fox holoe and gun eme-
placomanta in frozen ground. The uae of the txite phrass, "tho attaok
wan made under A £fioult conditions,” was in this ons:, a difinite undexr-
statemont. In eny event, this salient was the mwoot advaced in the
division mector at ¢t at tims. %*he two battolions took up their

fipal positiona the night of 20 January in the shape of a rough "Vo,
o) echelovad to the morth on the flanksa, From west to oast positlons
mare held by Companise @, I, and T of thv 2nd Battelion, ond Companies

Lond I of ¥ 3rQ. Compmy K wtnder the tempersry dixccilcon of lst 1t.

«55=



Rodert J. Xanz eeb:biisiivd & reed Bleek et £°C094; o point aprroximete~
ly 1,200 yorde nortl of Rodt on the primery rocd.

In the 120%h Reglwen!, the Jal Bottelion #t 0750, agein sond
patroles to objeolivo oPe, whiol they Wad recoinoiteorsd on the provious dsy.
Thet oroe so exilainod alove, erelusad troe twe romda frow Recht 2nd
Lignouville whodyy they converg:@ end rom into the St, Vith Lighwey.
The patrola fount ths ohJec fvo held fuirly lightly end ot 1030 tho
tattelion roved down to tlhe attack. Componics A end C lod end keeping
nlércg ke Recht roud, Zhe objvctive vas kit cn the nertl vwoot. Drimary
repistanco care from gelf propolled 75 mm guns, whidh werc utteoksd and driven
off. By mid-ofterncon the westerm portion wwe in joma-ssion of tle
end Buitnlion rnd the eumpizien bogem to "dig in", fh.'. 3y Daitelion
then moved devm the Ligneuvilie«~St. Vitk road i@ occuplied pesitvions
¢n the esot side ¢f tLo objecvtive, with Compenier L ol T to the
eouth end Comprny K echelensd 4o the noythezet. By lest light o
line wit: {thce firovt battelion hed been Crewn vp end oreclideted.

The 2nd Pattelicn, 120t: Regiment m In the vieinity cf
Yockelpbern and ren &wn twe gelfl propelled gunp thebwsye in the rear
of the fronl Llinor and frem Pidden foreat pesitions frequently fired
& bernpoing ronnd of cmeunition, Compeny G took over the roed block on
the Midmody-St. Vith xved &t 826935 and rolievoé Cempeny C, Aot Bottalion,

of the task.



With 1) wselignsd obvdstives for 29 Jensary e4ptur:d hy 30th
Divisicn trecops, w.other (lepe in vz Grive on S5t. Vit had boon
oampletod. Threugh sxtreevely damee worde #1) v unlehe of poow,
tte Divieion hed plugged Ste sy forwerd., Purled (T mines werm o
eonstent asures of troui ls sod in the seven doy periof frem 13 to
20 Yarwery, bthe M70th Upgincor Batisdlon remowed well cver 200, 61
But the nany herdshiy ard tousunzl probleas wern met ond szlved.
Browm enpes, ere2icl wintcr glething, slada for/evmc-.mtion ond wany
other ingonlons fteme were ukillzed nnd on 21 Jenupry the 014
Biokory® Divislon could almcst oee S3. VAth.

1)1 thet xomslnedivo b cortured in the Iapt phanc, wers four
objootives north and weel of St. Vith anc eseveral te the scutl of the
kay eity. On the right of the Division the 82nd airderns Divielon
had dosn rinched omy by the 7Hth Divielion. On the left, tae Tth
Amored Divinlion had Just bogun to move Shrowgh the et Diviaicn,

. and over ave of the reods An the 30tk Divielon sestor preparalory

to positioning themacd¥en for the shvike on Lhe *plumt, St, Vith.



