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SUBJECT: After Action Report for m?::h 19L5. CLASBINCATION . D55
T0 1 Comanding General CANCELLED

Ninth U, S. Army - rg[ammm

LQPOCO 339’ Uo s' m
THRU : Channels !

1. a. At the beginning of the period the Battalion CP was located in a
Catholic Mission in Broeksittard, Holland (vK7169, France and Belgium, Sheet
¥o. L8, 1:25,000), The CP's of the lettered companies were located as follows:
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£1$ Compeny A at Hellensburg, Cemmany (vKT71(5).

2) Campany B at Merkelbeck, Holland (vK7L63).

(3) Company C at Jabeek, Holland (vK7466). r
b. On 2 March 1945 the Battalion CP was closed and & new CP was <
opened the same day in the vicinity of Ratheim, Cermany, (vK9276, 0SGS L4507, ¢
Sheet No. 19, 1150,000). The:-CP!'s of the lettered companies were closed and new 3
CP's opened on dates as indicated. -
(1) - Company A at Ratheim, Germany (vK9075), 1 March 1945. "
(2) Ccompany B at Hilforth, Germany (vK9L472), 2 March 1945. '
(3) Company C at Huckelhoven, Germany (vK9L7L4), 2 March 1945.
_ i

c. On 3 March 1945 the Battalion CP and thé Company CP's closed and new

anes were opened the same day at Swalmen, Holland, (vK829L, GSGS LOLO, Sheets
Lo's 27 and 37, 1:150,000). : G

d. On 7 March the Battalion CP and the CP's of the lettered companies
were closed and new ones opened the same date at Stevensweard, Holland (vK6883,
GSGS L4OLO, Sheets NO's 27 and 37, 1:150,000), except Company B mhich opened its
CP at Eiland, Holland (vKé6983).

e. On 20 March 1945 the Battalion CP was closed and a new one opened
the same day two miles SW of Alpen, Germany (vAlli3l, GSGS 4507, Sheet No. 17,
1:50,000). The CP's of the lettered companies were also closed 20 March 1945
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and new ones opened the same date at the following locatiol_m; i
El; Company A 2 mi. SE Alpen, Germany (vAlL29(. ig

2) Company B 2 mi. SW Alpen, Germany (VA1529). ;.—

(3) Company ¢ 63 mi. NE Issum, Germany (vA1630). P>
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After Action Report for March 1945, contd

f. The Battalion Forward CP was opened 21 March 1945 at Wallach,
Germany (VAl933, G3GS 4507 Sheet IT, 1:50,000) and was closed 25 Larch 1745.

g. On 26 March 1945 the Zattalion CP was closed and a new CP was
opened the following day Vic Friedrichsfeld, Germany (VA3737, G538 507,
Sheet 37, 1150,000). The CPt's of the lettered campanies were closed 2§ Marca
1945 and were opened 27 March 1945 Vic Friedrichsfeld, Germany (VA3737) .

h. On 28 March 1945 the Battalion CP and the CP's of tae lettered
companies were closed and new ones opened the same day Vic Luiscurg, Gerzany
(vA3638, a5Gs 4507, Sheet 37, 1:50,000).

i. On 29 March 1945 the Battalion CP and the CP's of the lettered
companies were closed and new ones opened the same day Vic Holthausen, Gernmany
(YA3937) GSGS L507, Sheet 37, 1:50,000).

Je On 30 March 1945 the Battalion CP and the CP's.of the lettered
corpanies were closed and new ones were opened the same day at Zweckel,
Jermany (vaALB833, GSGS L507, Sheet 37, 1:50,000).

2. Operations for the period 1 March 1945 thru 31 March fell into two
categories comprised of missions within the assigned areas of responsibility
and special assigned tasks.

a. kissions performed in areas of responsibility: ‘
(1) The area of responsibility for the Battalion was as follows
(L@ coordinates pertain to Maps: GSGS LOL1, Sheet 48, North and South and
G3GS Lh1l, Sheets L4902 and 5002, 1:25,000). .
R (a) ‘At the beginning of the period it was that area in-
cluded in the following boundariess
Heinsburg (K8575) to Orsbeck (k8978) to hHilfarth
(K9473) to Geilen Kirchen (K8763) to Heinsburg (K8573).
(b) ©On 2 ¥arch 1945 the Battalion was relieved of the above
area of responsibility. Instead of being assigned a
new area, specific tasks were assigned and training for
future operations began.

(2) The following type of work was performed within the above
outlined areas
(a; Operation of water points.
Operation of gravel pits
(¢) Maintenance of routes of communication.

(d) Gridge maintenance.
(e) Construction of Treadway Bridge.
(f) Operation of rubble pits.
et



After Action Report for March 1945, contd

b. Specific tasks perfomped other than maintenance of the assigned
areas of regsponsibility included the following:

(1) Operation of water points.

(2) Clearing mines from roads assigned for maintenance.

(3) Construction of two 80' Bailey Bridges at Swalmen (vKB829Y).

(4) Training power boat operators on Maas River at Stevenswesrd

) (vK829L)

(5) Training Assault troops for 30th Division for Rhine River
Crossing.

(6) Participation in Rhine River Crossing as Engineer Assault
Troops. 262 power boat operatars assigned from various
units of Ninth Army and frained witk the Battalion assisted
with the assault. The Assault consisted of L waves from 3
beaches controlled by Company Commanders as Beach liasters.

The first wave of storm boats carried two engineer and seven infantrymen.
The second consisted of Storm and Assault boats, the third consisted of LVT and
M2 Assault boats, and the fourth wave consisted of LOVP's.

Thé Beachmaster cantrolled and coordinated movement of all traific from
Iirst assault wave until relieved after beachead was firmly established at
approximately 1800 following day.

3. Difficulties encountered were: '

a. It was found during training-on the Maas River that tne Double
Assault Boat shipped enough water to swamp the boat when propelled by the
22 h.p. outboard motor. This difficulty was overcome by adding an 18" X 53
plywood prow.

b. Cold outboard motors are difficult to start and as a result the
assault wave in training frequently was too irregular. To overcome tnis
difficulty chemically treatec medical heatpads were put around the cylinders «
“he motors priar to the operation and motors were covered with gas protective
covers. The results were very good as the first wave of the actual assault
was nearly simultaneous.

c. Jnother difficulty encountered was the drifting of assault craft
after being put in the water and bafore the motor was started, wnich resulted
in bunching of assault troops on the far shore. The preheating of the out-
board motars helped overcome this difficulty. In addition the Engineer assistant
operator held the double assault boat out from the shore until the motor was
started. It was not necessary to hold the storm boats.
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After Action Report for March 1945, contd

d. To prevent succeeding waves of assault troops from landing
too far from original landing site, the first wave carried red and green
inver-airceraft lights built into special boxes and placed them on the far

snore as guides. Duplicate lights gere carrieq in adjacent boats for use if
necessary.

4. The Battalion Xedical Detachuent performed routin: tasi:s pertaining
to the health of the cammand including sick call and dental work, sanitation
inspections, and normal administration connected therewitn. In additicn it
established a farward aid station at iallach, Germany to assist in handling
casualties incurred in the Rhine iiver crossing,

5. a. The strength of the Battalion at the first, twentieth, and
thirty-first of the month of larch 1945 was as follows:

Date Officers gp_ E Total

1 Karch 1945 29 3 0080 528
20 Maich 1945 31 3 918 952
31 Xarch 1945 _ 28 3 610 a1

b. During the pei-iod the organization had battle casualties
totaling 19 and 20 non-battle casualties.

c. The increase in strensth was due to the receipt of reinforcements,
the returning of 2 from evacuation hospitals, and the attachment of officers
and men for operations in the Rhine River Crossing.

6. Roster of officer persomnel attached as Inclosure No. 2.
The following awards were nade during the mc:nth of Karch.

L Purple Hearts
Fhnir o Wil

21 Good Conduct Ribtons
AIRIAN H. VOLLIAS

Lt., Col., CE
Commanding

3 Ineclss
l. Copy of Unit Journal (triplica‘be)
2. Roster of Officer Personnel (triplicate)
3. Copy of FO No. 2 (3 copies)

CIAIHIANY IVNOILIVN 3IH*

Iy Ny -



- " |
Folp NPT
tme -

daw ek

Y T
dnds JL02

MR

4

SR % RO
acs kSoT,
e Qe

b,

()

(2

. ™8

(3)

(&)

2

3. Cc &

(1)
(2)
3)

G«

A Koa.

Vosa, L Cxpe
. ]

U
INIT, _
DATE: 2¢ Merc.: 1945
; < %
AL /_j(./"—’ . -;:;.';;L o £
APC 33y

221500, Lsrek 19L3

'BCE:;C 15 253030, Ghﬁ@tﬂ hjdr‘- h}os, hhcié’ u’osj Mo(ld
9!‘.‘:‘5.16 11;0.0(}0, Shcct# ?, 1?, 3?_0 8, ]::_l 33&

1 end 2, Tntelligence {(by 1153¢ Eagr € Gu)
XV1 Corp: ascaulis esross Rhine R in 2, D-deyy Jbuour. axd
secuwrer that portion of Ninth Amy Weidgelend vdihin Z.

12 Corps (Dr) <n owr left assaultc acrose Rhine I north
of Wesel to seawrs bridgehsad and ssize Wesel.,
30th Inf Div (roinf) aessaults across Rhine R in £ at D-day
[=hour, secwres that portion of initial bridgeh od 4n £
end adv B in Z tc puocessive Jorpe objc.

79¢h Inf Div (reinf) on our rif}:v assaulte acrosc Ihine

E 4n Z st D-dsy, E-hour.
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1355th zax : Co

wth 2 K less Co D)(Cperating LVT's)

9 LI and 9 LOVP's crews (frow Navel Unit 122,5.3),
€ pezile orews (from detachment ¢, 329 Uarbor
Craft Co)

£33 42, AV D (xbl)(less Bixy B)(atched for opns)

~¥

25Cth Ergr @ Bo supparts attack of 30%h Inf Div 4n £,

Condusts asspw)t cossing of 117th Inf at site I exploying
{ifty stom b 8 and forty M2 assauit boats.

Swervise camstrustion of ne.r-sixcre arproachss {or LCVP 8
sund LOM's. Thrk to be perfarmed by 230t e € Do,

lore equipnent to initdsl assembly ars: uwider covor of
darkness on D minus 1.
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2. Hq, 256th Bagr € Ba, A0 339, US Army. 22 Mar LS. conid.

Conduct ecsgult erossing of 119th Inf at site F aplceying
fifvy storm boais and forty M2 assault bogtic.

Sipervise construction of near-shore epprosches for '8
@:d L8, tork to be perforaed by 780¢h Engr C In.

Mc7e aquipnent to initial asseably srea undler ccvar of
dasiness on D minus 1,

Oanduct as. avlt grossing of 120th Inf at site M eploying
Nty stomo boals and forty M2 assavlt boats.

Swervise construction of near-shore acheos for 1LVP's
and Laf's. Tork to be performed by 23Lt: BEng- € D,

lMove sppracimetoly one~hslf of equipment to initial assembly
area uxier cover of derimess on D minus 1) balencs en D~day-

Co will

Control all enginser crosuing means at crossing site in its
aonn 00 00 is known a# beackmaster.

sh..nmzu;.. loeding and daparture of LVT's. three LCVP'a. snd

8 ‘B
mwmmdmmummhrmarvfw essanlt
oompaniss by use of inter-alroraft marking lepec, using

ane rod lmp on 1eft flank and one green lam; on right
flak in ezch assault cmpany aresa.

Ugintain continwous Liatsan with Inf CO o his represen-
tative on beach on D-day.

dMark near-chore sssault areas prior to E-hour by usane of
luzinous signs on left and right boundarise and LVT lanes
by meens of luiinous signs an left bounduxy anc tracing
tape on right bowmdary.

Av completion of assault erossings sscenbles ir bivoudc
area on battalion erder and be prepared to now to aoc-
corplish nornmal enginear missions on far shore.

Operate two agsault bosts for rescus work aftar foot troops
have orossed, wmtil relieved by Growp om<der,

This oxder will no% be t-nkuMorOBO?'lc

uﬁmunbemwmpmamdcnwnaarm

larking aof individugls

(a{ Boactmaster - Waite helmet.

() Pnginesr guidez ~ Two inch white stripe around boton
of helnet.

(¢) Eagine ~ bosgt erews - Qne-half inch white stripe
eron. sotian ef helmet.

(d) A officers (other than thoes asaigned other mariin:s)
engazed in swpervision of as:gult crossing. one inch
wide stripe cver top of helmet from ti:e chir airep.
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