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28 March 1945. Intérview Major Julius W. Singleton, 8-3, 11l7th
Infentry at Waldeslust (382372) Germany with Lt Henderson.

We moved the regiment into assemblf area near Wallach
(200335) on the evening of 23 March 1945. The 1st Battalion
made the initial crossing, teking Ork (218339) with Companies
A snd B abreast. 150 prisoners were captured there.

The 24 Battalion went tbrough Ork and took objective Polly
(240345), esnd from there went into Katie (245353).

Ginny (265350) was captured by the lst and 24 Bettalions,
the.zd on the left and the lst on the right._'Followiﬁg'that
the lst'and 34 Battalions :captured Sue (290560){' In tﬁat at-

tack we employea the 3d Battalion oﬁ.the'left‘and_the lst Bat-
talion on the right, clearing the objective by 0600A 25 Merch
1945. | | _

At 0900, using the same fb;mation, We-tqok ébjective Anne
(315375). 1t wes ours by 15004. Compeny B went on in and cap-
tured the town of Hunxe (332388). |

‘At 0200A 26 March, thé lst and 24 Battalions Jjumped off
for objectivg Sally (355375). As soon as that capture was ef-
fected, the 34 Battalion passed through the 1lst, and together
with the 2d Battalion on the right went on to objective Lilly
(395375). That objective was cleared by nightfall. By that
time we had moved shead of the rest.of'the division, and our
flanks were eXPQsed. il _

The next objective was Mavie (420576) which we sttacked at =

_.midnight, using again two battalions ebreast, 5d on the left
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and 24 oﬁ the right.  We were on the objective by 04454 27 March
1945.I After we were secure on the objective we had a lot of
trouble. Our flanks were exposed, we had by-passed séme gppo—
sitlon. Also the enemy forces to our fromt. and flenks built wp
for a cduntefattack in strength which we broke up with artilleny;

At 2200A 27 March, K'company, reinforced with a platoon
of temks, attacked to teke objective Jojo, which includes the
town of Besten (415393). They had the objective by midnight.

The 24 Battalion at the same time sent patrols into the woods
east of objective Marie, the patrols returned with the informa-
tion thsat there were no enémv in the woods.

We heve encountered more 0pposition here than in the Roer
River operstion, and the terrain in the present campaign is a
greater obstacle than the flat open terrain betﬁeenlthe Roer
River and the Erft Canal. |

We have used a lot of air support in this 6peration. Until
we reached objective Anne we had an air laision officer with us.

Until we reached objective Sally, our chief opposition
consisted of weak infantry units, isolated d@fénses.built up
around AA wespons. At Sall& we encountered elements of the 116th
Panzer Grenadier bivision, and since thet time our opposition
has been more_ihtense,

This morning we were paésed through by the 8th Armored Divie
sion. | . '

Total Prisoners of War to date, 1,086.
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Commg ypg Colonel MeBowell was very cooperative in

pledng vogether the sequence of events



6 April 1945, Interview, Lt. Colonel Samuel T Mc
Dowe:1l, Battalion Commander, 34 Battalion, 117th Infan-

try at Lemgo, Germany with Lt. Henderson.

Our first participation in the ri?er crossing
operation was to cerry the boats down to, the edge of
the weter for the lst Bateallon,which was the assault
battalion. It was during the hours of xdarkness on
the mornlng of 24 March 1945, Thlngs were pretty
quiet and there were no casusliiese. _ |

Our crossing was uneventful since it Was‘hours
after the assaukt 1andlng. We used ma;nly LEVP boats,
crossing a compeny at a time, K Company belng the
first’ to cross. By 0900A we were all across and in
en assembly sarea in“0rk (218339). We went from there into
an“asseMBly area in Spellen (224353). J _

Wb—jumped off from objéctive Kate (238548) during
the night, went through Ginny (263350)without opposi-
‘tion and on into the northern half of Sué (290360) while
the 1lst Besttelion took the south half.

In Sue we got &n awful lot of fire from the AA
guns to our front and in the sector of the 1luth Infantry.
The fire from there was reelly wicked, We put & lot of
‘ertillery into there and it must have been good artillery
for the 119th took more than 100 prisoners.out of the
- area, 60 of them wounded. | |
On'the'morning of 25 Merch we went;from Sue to Annne
,(5155'?5) We go't hit prettyobadly with the AA fire &and '

I f; mall arms from ‘the edge of the woedg.
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- communications trenches end dug in positions. AA

igi@n thajeuﬁshof Gluski

On 26 March we went into Selly behind other

elements of the regiment, and jumped off from there
to Lilly (395375), teking the northern half of it.
Eneyuy Tire was quite intende in Lilly.
4 | MwowsehryT) -
On the night of 26 March we took the northern
half of Objective Marie (420376). dJust about the
best defenses that We have encountered were on the

hill between Lilly end Mérie It was just laced with

alﬂcraft weepons in a gr@und role were empleyed#here,_

tied in with the aqﬁnses of elements the 116th Panzer

Grenadier Division. One thing that maéa;;taallecult,_-

On obéectives Lilly snd Merie we wore iﬁ.frdnt‘ofgall 1“'¥
other elements of the divisiénm, anﬂiwelﬁere\absorbing‘ o
all the fire the enemy @ uld throw, and;iﬁ-was-abouﬁ-the-*?;
most eceurate fire we heve experienced.' e
On the night of SV Maerch Compsny K went from
the northern pars of Marie to take Objeective JOJ0
(4 *593) That would heve been & daylight move but
the 1nten51ty of the enemy fire would not permlt us
to attempt it in the deytime. The seme holds true for
the atteck from Lilly to Marie..
After 'K Compeany hed gotten on Jojo they cleared
the éneﬁy out of the high ground southwest of Jojo. :
In this job We had & Company of the 743 Tenk Battelia,
& bla%oon'of ﬁha 8234 Tank Destroyer'Battalion, and
our su@portlng artlll ?3 I hed an sir, strike placed
gi (2945?2) 4 never dl& get up to
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see the results, but the air corps reported they
had knocked out three tanks, and there was an
ammunltlon dump there that exploded. At least we

didn' t get any trouble from there.
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COMME NTg During interview seversl platogn leaders came

in and out of CP, occasionally being on hand to offer
clarification & certain points.



T

6 April 1945, interview, Capt Henry C. Abbes, Commanding Offi;
cer, Company K, 117th infantry at B650650, Germany, with Lt.
Henderson,

At C?éSA? 24 March 1945, with a platoon of machine guns we
crossed the Rhien River. K Company weas the first of the batta-
lion to cross. ‘the others followed in order L, 1, and M. We
used five LSVP boats for the 34 and 2d platoons. The supporting
weapons and thé support platoon followed in alligators. ‘hings
were generally pretty quiet. ‘'here were some shells on the
near shore while we were making preparations for crossing but
none while we were on'the water. We moved directly‘to assembly
area in Ork (218339).

About 1100A we moved into Spellen (224353) using the group
of houses at 229353 as our assembly. The other companies moved
in behind us.-

We had been informed long ahead of time as to our missions,
We knew that the first objective would be Ginny (263350), end
our final ob jective would be the autobahn in objective Anne
(315375) .

' At 02304, 25 March 1945, we juxﬁped off in an attack from
a line of departure on the highway (253354) to go through Ginny
into Sue (290360). Our company was on;the'left ;ith L Company
on.the right. Each leading company had a platoon of tanks,

The 24 Platoon rode the attached tanks, the other platoons fol-
lowed on foot. At the powér line (266354) in Ginny, the men
dismounted, the 3d Pletoon came abreast on the right, the 1st

Platoon was echeloned to the left rear. Two tanks moved with
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each forward platoon. We got into Sue at 0500A. ‘'There had been
no opposition in Ginny except a few small arms along the rail-

| orad., We took three priéoners, continued into Sue without op-

position teking three prisoners there,

Qur opposition in Sue came the morning‘whan we Jjumped off
at 0900A for Anne. 7This opposition was in the form of stiff aA
fire from the area of 290367. Our line of departure was the
woods (281364 to 286360), 'the formestion was the same as that
used the night beofre, K on the left, L on the right; I Company
following st our left resr. We were pinned down in the open
field as we started to cross it. One man was killed and four
were wouhded. Qur supporting tanks fired from the line of de-
parfure_into the AA emplacements., Sgt Wester saw one of the
gun emplacements and designated the target to one of the tanks,
The tank was able to knock it out. ‘The enemy abandoned the guns
and withdrew nortﬁ into the 119th area.

1l Company, who was following at our left rear was original-.
ly supposed to follow us to the edge of the woods in Anne, and
then drive north to take pot (298385), but the plan was alter-
ed., Dot was taken by the 119th while our entire force contin-
ued to the east.

We got into trouble at the intersection (2908368), ‘the en-
emy was he&vily entrenched along the woods line on the objec- |
tive, and we were harrassed by a tank firing from the direction
of Hunxe (332388), and mortar fire from the right front. There

was just nothing to do but advence and get out of that fire, I
_ ‘IQL*
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set my light machine guns up at the intersection to spray the
woods to our left front, and ordered the company to advance.
One of the tanks became bogged down. The others refgsed to
move. We continued the advance without tank support.

We took 27 prisoners from the edge of ;he woods, After
‘we had paésed that line there was no more difficulty. The de-
fenses were only at the edge of the woods., We moved up and
cut the autobshn. We had our defénses established and were dug
in by 15003. The afternoon and evening were very quiet.

At 05004, 26 March we followed the other battalions to
the east in a column of companies, taking our tanks with us.
Formation was L, i, K. We encountered some artillery while go-
ing through Hunxe, We followed the highway south into objec-
tive Sally (355375). There was a heavier concentration of
artillery as we were going through the woods., Going from Sally
to Lilly (395375), the 24 Battalion was on the right of us. At
383382 we deployed from a column of companies to two companiés
abreast, I on the left, L Company on the right and this company
in reserve,

We got into a lot of trouble on the objective,

As we got to the edge qf the woods we got fire from AA em-
placements on the hill., There were-tenks in Besten (415393)
and tanks in the woods at 402378. The enemy was dug and dig-
gin in on the high ground. There were no enemy on the objec=-
‘tive itself, but those that faced us were looking right down
our throats. With that opposing us it was decided that the at-

tack on Marie (420376) had better be a night affair, The two

£
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ieading companies, I and L sent their asséult platoons to the
edge of the woods, clearing out the little prongs extending to
the east, This was at 2300A. The attack was supposed to com-
mence at 2400A, but it was postponed until 0100A 27 March.

On this attaeck we were the reserve company. We had no
opposition and I think that the leading companies had little
resistance., We established a defense of the objective, L Com-
pany set up a line from 423383 to 425380, I Company, 416378
to 420385 to 422384, One platoon took over the gep between I
and K companies and the remainder of the compeny was extended
eaétward from 411377 to tie in with Company I.

The following morning we sent a patrol into the southern
part of the objective in an attemp to contact the 24 Battalion
who were supposed to be in defensive position there. Apparent-
ly they had gotten lost sround the airport. Wwe did not con-
tact one platoon of Company G. 1t was the ‘only platoon of that
battalion on the objective, end'so far as that platoon knew,
there were no others around them,

That same evening this company made an independent attack
on Besten, A heavy artillery concentration from 21004 tc 21304
poured onto the objective, The 1lst platoon was to attack on
the left and the 3d paltoon on the right. Our line of depart-
ure was the trail at 414386 to 420386, From there each platoon
sent a five man patrol armed with panzerfausts and automatic
weapons into the town at 2200A. They entered the town, met no

resistance, and informed me of the situation by SCR 536. The

1%

YBS2-ET



TECRET
leading platoons moved into town. The support platodn took up
positions along the road 414388 to 419388, The light machine
guns were attached to the left platoon. Our morters were in
position just behind the line of departure.

We took about 25 prisoners out of the town. Only a couple
of them offered any resistance. After the town had been clear-
ed out the forward platoons took up perimeter defense directed
to the north and the support platoon moved up behind and tied

in at the rear.



