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264 COMBAT DECORAVICNS HAVE 384 SIVEN
T0O THIRD BATIILION OFFICERS AND Kai IN
TN-AND~A-UALT_.OWIHS OF FIGUITNG

Tlre.s oruvery and devetion to duty
nas camed for officers and men of the
Goards Bofuvalion r o orard tobtal of 274
wa rds to date., j

[038 e .tdoil JOr Codruguous sold-
luPhlig £0¥ the acn’ of compenies X, K, L

u..iu tho Tﬂ.‘.x‘d. .b--.t -'.-."_liGn, ll?t!h I;’-Afo,
S @ U Toodousg, Class Ticotions:

Distiuguished Scrvice Cross..l4
Silvur Sturs; ud clusters.,.b87
Brenzi Stuls, s clusterselio
Cortilic s Of Uritee.vesed3

(The cbove . list is not complats, as
obher decorations for the battalion are
sti11 pending.)

FIRST ISSUL OF “3RD INDCRSLIZENT® IS SQU-
VLNIR CGPY, {ECCUNTING EKISTORY Of UNIT

- ON CCLTLUENT :

"‘JI‘C'- I.».Gr;Su...-lm i .:.0 -ti lhs i‘u:l-linb
iafoncy, +or this is uiv iirst lssuic off
e ereseMy Voa I, NG 4.

Tite Tesa8atu daenls- Fr.08 " - 46ross
Fradte, £rGu- e coufining, hedgerows to
she opun sirstches of th: north, into

it d ey H@lauid, and Gerp.iny, are told

~ deteil in this issue,

cour Battalion Cowmander, Li. Ccls S.
%, LlcDowedl - waiils eacn wmar to have a
topr to koepy youtve fou.nt Tl oood
"Ly b3 you can well be proud of jour Jcb
ot soldiering, Yol I, Ko L1 aus been pus—
sed by a censoring officer so you aay
serd it home,

Aua Vol I, No 2 is now being planned.
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“ROUGH IN.THD &
Orf R

Ly tine Heart of Qermny, baygs W745.

Jith three batile sters on-theld 3.0
ribbons poimting to their ten-and -a-
half morths of mrugged combat, men of
the famous Tidrd S.ttalipn of the 1i7th -
Infante)r eginent paused this weel for
a little checling on ilheir great rucord.
Comuanded ably and couragsously by L.
Col.) Samugl.T. MeDowell, of Rock Hill,
South Cirpolina; all the way from battlc
scarred Janha Beéaen, the fighting Third
has turnzd in & brilliant record of
accompiishrent .

Third patialion landed on the shores
of Normandy cfi ) plus &, and moved iam-
ediately dnte positions along the cast
banks of the Virs River. Third Batto-
lion was holding four miles of vitel
growid, wery flatsy and under constant
observstiol. and harassing sniper fire
of the enemy on the far banks of tho
river and the Vire et Taute Canal, 3¢ -
gides holding, the Third devoted amany

. hours tc active patrolling.

It was here that the Regimental and
battalicn staffs pored over maps,
coordinav.d, studied, and planned: for
the first scrious time the 117th Inf-
antry was to begin a long career of
"Push! Fush! Push! and vsttock!
Attack! .ttack!" by driving across the
Vire!

To the tune of a po,ulsar song, msn of
the Third sang, "From St Jean to &t

« Lo; wherever the doughfoots go-o-o!l

(Please turn the page)
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And on July 7 the 117th Iafantry Re;-
iment .egan to live up to its World War
I na. :, "Breakthrough", Oun thut date,
under one of the greatest concentrat-
kons o artillery seen in'this war they
crossadthe vuire River, a few .bnuwasana
yards to the north of the crossroad
town at Airel. This was destined to be
the first of many successful river
crossings. '

The Third B.tialion passed through
with several casualties, and turned
right to take Hill 30. Orders were
passed down for the battalion to drive
on to St. Jeun de Daye, another cross-
road town.

The Third fought into town, and turn-
Wd south to take the crossroads leading
from Carentan, Airel, and St Jean de
Daye, and going to St. lLo.

Asain the Third Butioulion pushed off

things much rougher, but to be summed up
£s "Rough in the Eroir
fact, the entire fight  .through:
infamous bocage or hedgerow country is
definitely considered one of the rough-
est possibly anyplace on earth. Those
days when advances were measured in
gains from one field to another were
rugged teachers; a man was a veteran in
one day.
On the heels of their brave stand durs=
ing the counterattack, again the Third

44

pushed on. Frou Heights Vents and Hill
90 the "Joes" of the Tlird Battalion
stepped into another hell of flying
steel, German panzers, and artillery

coming fram three directions.

It was another of those scraps that
made the doughfoots wish forfthe wide .
open spaces, But it was more of those
confining hedgerows, where these defense-

for southern points,astride this road minded Krauts were-grepared £o hold,

and early on the 5 e / Several days of this
13th met one of the (. 7 ‘F__,_._‘_’_._‘.L',.-.-_._.__— 5 f/.« living hell paved
greatest counter- Jptals P g ~"| the way for the bat-
attacks ever suffer- / =S S sy q Z,;,_, talion to move onarr
ed by this unit. :::f~’ .43 e~ ;éﬁb\% =1 they settled down to
Chateau lMare de Cav- Pt ‘G \ﬁ'K j>:; b T steady,grinding ad-
igny was the area cf ok 2, '% A L vances again.On July
this battle. C-3rman ey A {\ s 25th the battalion
Panzers and Infantry & F & Lﬁﬁ;z i fj pulled back from
broke to  within b e Y ) &™=  their farthest for-
point-olank range in front of the war? lines te prepare for the saturation

batta- .on, and artillery poured in from
three irections.

The ‘ompanies held, fought, and took
all t..e tough, battle-hardened enemy
sould dish out. Ccl. McDowell called
for artillery support to within 100
yards of his own lines. Third Battal-
ion held its ground; the German power
broke.

That 2attle is now lost in the vague-
ness trat history gives to such "little
pictures." But to the survivers of
that fight it will always register as
one of the toughest days in their en-
tire combat experience, Their comments
regarding that day will amount to some-

+uirg by our planes; they were to pave
say for the now-famed St. L¢ Dbreak-
tnroughs. A tragic error sent hundreds of
pounds of bombs into the Battaliont's pos-
iticns, wd the unit was caught in anotha
hei’-hole. And they snayped back again
to push on!
There followed Le lMesail Opuc; ancther

cerner of the world where the Jerrics
Lod  S0we  "Liebensrou. which they had
all intentions of holding. The St. Lo

breakthrough had been a rected, but this
particular part of the Geruun Army had
not heard abcut it! It was another of
those bitter, grinding, grudgingly-ob-
tained advances; but again the  heroic

S0
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_pressure of determined doughs told, =nd stands in the history ©f this war.Ther
Third Battalion smashed through to were bitter hand-to-Hand battles
Tessy. a?tillm:y duels, and thundering tan
Here the battalion enjo;wd iis Jirst. Tights. The highly-touted lst SS Adolph
real rest since tne start oo Juss  Lith Hitlur povision, the monkey-man's own
when the men unloaded frowm Kaval CL.it ab led inte the 3Uth's zone. When the fur
St.Laurcvo-sur-her. It wws now i Awgs of the battle had abatud, the smoke hac

A douzhimt wagon greived: a. 30 show, Jifted, battered Shermans apd Msrk IV's
performed on an oubdoor sbtis ~obily . and V's line! the highway--the leadin

thrown togstier by the A & P .1 oon; elenorhs of “ne latbter were well withi
pictures were shown in an old ° SRS HE the reginoniial zone. But they had beas
in all, it wus a good, welcoue Yol -1 o stopped: n the smoldering hulks of the
p—
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But- oz the bth 11%; moved out—for . prwers Iay hhe falion hepzs of a Nazi
was to be lst=r calied the turning- counterofifens wo, Thoe Hitler Divislor
point ‘n the wir by Germany's leading had boen smesicl; it was palled out;
analys .~=MORT/TN{- ti. p.sh to Avranches never material-
It wz2s a motor move; and a. 5o MEUe +2od,
ments of a breckthrovga were o “we  The 117th licked iis wounds, reorgan-
road. &Iyes werve coaled skywas a iZed,- and was ?rzdy oaine  This. timd
twaffe. brivc D nower did saters - the move was to tic nuizbborhood of
Third Ract (=or moved! znbos. =1L 4rs Leafront; with tho Thire leading. Al-
held - by a s te- aait on afe most immediately arfter the troops had
ican division;  they dug in znd goc : dismounted from tne trucks and turned
Ta-Valls was 4o 1vcation ' iof ; nerth in- ag-other "button" for the Fal-

battalion at that time., 30t> _ovision aise .ocket, the encmy was contacteu

was in cposition nc  Kegd Ghe sesbern and I - radgingly exchanged fragments

flank of %ne Falaise pcakef clcz.w. of gvcui.. Cor his mortar, artillery and
German :ommanders hiad  otheir idscs a- automsiic weapons firc., Machincpistole

bout how tiv¢ main kignway ronniug from were "hur~r-ping' on all sidés.

Mortain to Bartholewy, .ad or Yo Av- St Clarrc de Balouze was the end of

ranches ard the sea shpuid be wesd, (It this drive, and the battalion again
was incidental  to them that the &sgh- scttlicd down Lo a holding pelicy, Buz

way Tan through. the heart of *le LiThth the attacl--rinded U.S. Armics were not
Infantry sectorl) The (feirimn “nteation ready to cict an their laurels.

was tc cut the imerican arnies in half, Another r.ooad move by motor took the
and provide themselves with an escape regiment to the ~vicinity of Brezolles.
gap. Here things began to open up, and the

But- the 117th Infantry held its unit; fresh fye:m the  tight, little
posit’ons in one of the most gallant hedge-lined ficlds of Normandy, struck
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ot CnbensLnesieallye Tho
ay7ed-out o bhe ro-dl, ~nd tad litorab-
fon of Fronch towns by wholes-le lots
LAVIHC 3 wer conurualied by the

Spkead the sc:l enulid ,;.".l;., a5 th.u.‘-,- QL=
wd - oub pockit after peelct of £ rn-ticgsl
Germ ne, nd froed toan—:fbor-tewa of
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de ] :rlou;ﬁ y-hapny - netives. Thie T

s Yikes G4,

Mamos Aake Carnsall, Te Cnsten  end
Phower Ia Sognd were presvd 80 rapidly
enat t,m,y nave passwd frow  the oumory

T mosh mOnm=uXd u}t as © pug of that

fﬂ._f..,i pictuce of hngpy Froenchmen, wenon,
ol pretty eirlss cdl W viag hestilye—
tade Heart—fillod J11ied £1 ra, ane ail
oftering kissus, f{flewvrs, fruit and
clier Lo the dusty, griming dougis. 1t
Was nere tha at tnuy finet Eho .f.l.r.;'(a LSS p’ut
les Boches' 51gns -~ in cuantitios; they
¢1ss s:w the shavod-heeds of ecll-bor-
atiig girls!
. Tidrd Bebbelion dcves so ohtlusiast=
ieally end  sc ruopidly thit it was not
vnusuzl for them tu Find tn t they were
E0UC yards abesd of nll Sriondly btroops
end ab one btins, even gherd of feiundly
crmalicry sul,j;ort,. Su thyuy drove én to
aVTEuX, d o fow deys Later to yerdun,
ere Third Batt:dion spein dug in sud
settled back—=only tTu bo upracted by
givi saon ordess To move of  ona wxploit
fine bridgencad covel the Seine
Gassicouvri, andvher fapld advancs Bugan
ard agaia tae Thira Batb lilen found it-
seif tway ahecd of all of ivs support-

for the croesirz of

ab znbes-

s lorbalet Lsbels
;*'{ly gwlmu. And
proviy itvle

ing units. Garg.nvilie
and Frowiile weré rs
e 't Lol

avun befor

“town amaziagly nmd g,

Phere bnd boen som gl“.!ut‘.rli";g by now
biiat vhey -dwars  fouepab usy tue big
placus, but other p.,m Lo got te go irfo

then and see then. Paris wne the :ﬂ_. (g ¢
in question this tias. Bat on then
lztost Louy of liber-tion the b\t.":i-':t ':;1

one doy erussed a guttod Nozi adrfill

and from it H-d o glimese of dishoud
Prris. ab lesSe thay'd seen what thelr
fignting a%a helped Yo tnie.!

At Frowville, the battsidon prepared
the Oise at Meilo,
and ¢n ugnes 31 rade that MOVE,Crud S
the river the batualion moved ot night,
#nd by acening wore severel miles bo-
yond. gn inv.ostigation of thcir
rourklings proved togt Lins arca, Rouss-
2107y oS o Germeat sw.ply peint, and
hups ewves full of stores wore loeatod.

E*‘:“"b-

The batt-lica wns quite pleased with
the find——rt longt fhu._'u bif' £uiAs

wouldn't b. shwelling the Third sgaint®
inudin they holsd-ap, whilo othuer

oluments of taou _division hoaded for

Bulgiwe on the friwcd task foree .vh.i.ch
w8 Lo mke the 30th the first jlliocd
unit in Belgiune after an opposed move
of 180 gd4ics in 72 hours. This operst-
len has becn prrised by irmy leaders,
newsprpers, cilics ana comwentators on
:‘.ll Sj.lj.!'dﬁc

L \7

H"; nlg"'j!f »---—

(u. ar b]_,i,.,&‘f'
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Lth Sept. maried the Breakturough
Reghnentts onbry into Belgium, There
Tollowed o foob mapeh seress the count-
ry wiereiln Third  Babeszlicn gvsraged 25
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rilés’ . daily for thirds days,  heading = pillboxes of the Siezfriud line--the
Gast | Shoopiog points along the way for  unit moved into Ubach ahd clcaned it
SmEx 2 Davialion weres Merlin, geutllon, out in bitter house-to-house fighting.
Coronw Tousty, lichrenge, Obrehge,ifloghe The Third  reached town at dusk, and
Lol ZiAns. there set up the dofense. 3Buginning av

2:3 then on Sert  12vh Thiyd - battal- QLU0 on the 4th, and contimuing untrl
ioa-pasesd nerut of Liegs,  wnd crossed 1600, - Third Battalion wae subjected to

a0 Hss,Relland  ovor the Albert Can~
ey ngalfs  Qld Rickery was the first
al aed unit ie ihe counbry.

Yrng north scsinst  spobiy, - but
Courriained pesis 'ﬂn;e, the Third moved
thecugh duseh, Terolidh, and while the

eocnd Batballon eleaved Maastricht,bthe
Third pusicd on 46 the visinity of
Strought.

g W\
"ON TY MQLLAND

_ Heerlon recedved the advincing Yanks
irSo their midst on Suit 17, and com—
memorated the cvent in be au+¢ful LotL=-
ary and other souwenirs whielh tie Third
battalion men  gathercd up - in  léter
rasges to bna eiky.

“here wes no psusd in Heorlen for the
bgitalion, and the unit pushed on into
Ubachsberg and Scliassberg, and Uhere
sctbled for the last night off German
SO:_.]., Supt. .18.

11 early atternoon ef Sept. 19, Third

Babuvalion forward clements eatered
Scaerpensecl egainst light. opposition,

Here was  the objective abt lasti But
Rerlin was a long, rough rona aiead.
siad. that is why on Oct. 2 the Regi-
ent  Jjumped off for the Iirst cruck at
th: Siegfried = 1linc in this scctor.
First Battalion foresd a briagchesd o=
cross Lhe narrow “Wurm o River, and
havtled into Palenburig. 0On the 3rd
Thizd Battalion passcd through them,
end against stiff and

determined resistance=-aiostly from

_plateon Curtificeles of

fantostieally

a powarful countirattazck. It was dncer-
sant, and 211l day loag artillery pour-d
into Ubach.  One plahoon-of Gompany K
was overrun, but kepv fighting and Tes
gaired tac ground. It won bus entire
.'Icrit-.

The  battalion did nct give up any <f
its horG-verncd gromd, and on the
morrning of the Tth ta: unit drove on to
Zu Ubach, 2y nightlall the town was
firndy in theiy honds, spd - the Thind
was ordercd t¢ drive on o ulsdopf., Tb
was a largs iuadustrial town about 1500
yards scuth, across wide opuen grounds

N FOSERC A
ﬁ‘ : W‘ AL:\"*“““O"\
VAR ':.'f 'éﬂ_u"{‘_‘_‘& (‘-L,a_-" v
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This was what the men had dr.oamed of
and prayed for back in hedgerow country
But now, a few confidud to cach othur
that a gaod hedgerow with lots of cover
might look mighty good on that open
stroteh.

Specd was the essential, so platoon
leaders in coupcnics on opposite sides
of the road m.dg 2 bet on which outfit
would be on thu objective first, With
pep and skill thoy sped into plsdorf,
catching the derundurs complebely off -
balsnea, and for proof th.y grabbed the
gnemy bettalion comminder's Jjecdp., His
radio wes still barking out ordersl

-5
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DERFECT INFANTRY ATTAC
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Losin Sae Third sct up for tno nigat,

and esespt 1er a Suray Goraon halde
track which eamce in and was blown-up

{(by baree suparste claim nts])
vsunl quantily ot arbillery, the
pensed guistliy,

and tha
nizht

Came  the fabteful morning of the Gth,
acl Third Battalion was order.d on to
Yevisdorf, the next town -scuth., The

Imeriean sboack juuped off on schedule-—
hote a0 did a Gemaan atvack from Haris-
dory, and the Yaiiks were caugnt ia whe
opnel, s Gasnalties were huavy, wtad the
opoosition uge maay bimes aore poweriul
than the Third Bavtalion fordcu,
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Tn the hest of thu fisht,Col.leDowell
aoved nds OP well-forwerd--25 was his
proctice all the woy from the bloody
voaches  of Normendy. He seloetud &

thres-story achoolhousc in the forward
edge of town, and sst up shop. As the
German  attack c¢aught the atblion
frontzlly, enobher group of coeny
riflemen, gestimated 2t 2 reinforced

pl-toon sup,ortcd by at least four
assoult guns (75's on liark IIL ch.ssis)
Calge in, :

‘The OP was directly inm its dne of
attack, Ool. icDowcll ordered everyam
cof his smgll "forcc® to a post ot 13
window, and thuy waitcd.

~2 the Colenel and his OF group pick-
c¢d off the-riflemen; & supporiving TD
worked on the assmuit guns, The closcst
Q;T was k.otd enly 200 yards from the
OF!

~6-

;

Third batt:lionts

it is a moster of bottalinm Hatery
apw that the OF hela, and thet tae CO
parsonuily aceountud for 4 riflemen,
and bis greup putting 20 ont of the
war——perenaticntly. The adbioir won for
gvury meaber of the OP group a Bronze
Btar. It definitely saved thg buttal-
ion flank.

And  there in lsdorf  znd
schact the battaiion remained anc
trained and rested, while jaclien was
buing reduced to the south, and lsuri~
tan arsiee woere regrouping for furthor
wssaults on the Reichi

Wilnelne -

The capbture of jlsdorf and other
towns on the line officiaily closcd

the jachcn Gap.

4 now chapbtar in Third Eatbalion
battles was openzd Nov, 15 whien tla
unit drove for ikrisdorf sugzin. Flelds
werg heavily mined, nd there was lots
of artillery, but the battalion meved
to th. ebjcetive at dark.

That grostly-desired title-—-=very
elusive and seldom obtained, *Perfect
Infontry (ttzek™ was fin-dly pinnvd on
reduction of the
fortrsss viliage of St. Joris.

"PERFELT L

iy

Mis BIADORE——— T

The perfect maneuver was mnde Nov,
19 with 1little opposition from the
completoly-brffled dsfvrders. One~half
hour after the jump-off, the town was
in the hands of the Thirdl The entirc
German battalion staff was taken; the
next doy soldicrs and civilicns read
of this periect attack.

Terrein betwecn Heriadorf and St.
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Joris wes flat and open: As tnu H‘.Co. . eovered hills into Parfondry, Ster,

could sce
Jecp driver agraeds
He said that riding across that ficld
was "Like driving a vchicle tihat towed
tmrgots on the range--without the tar-
got i

sfter  their  perfect attack,- the
batbalion moved into Mariadorfls su-
erbss in “Phpur Viliage.W ‘They namncd
his worikers! sebilument that because
of the thin-wodled, hrstily constracte
noture of the tiay houscs,

The quice and reveric of this thor-
oughly-siproeisted - rest area was dise
wubod whan - on Dee. Y7 e:mpe ordirs to
lnad up  on trusks and go southly Ven
fonstedbts wintur ofiensive had bozunt

Prompily =t 1900 Tinird Battelion ws
locded, #nd heading for ifloemdy, Bil-
Zixum. It was scom pitch bleeir, =nd
the urdt had  only sketehy reporis of
wiigt lay ahead, They reached Kalmedy,
bolitvved by meny herdgunrtors g be in
euenly hands. Wibtiout bonefit of recon~-
ngissance, the Third Battslion sev up
a hasty Gefense of thu Lowa atd4;hrusﬁ
of the 18th, They were ruedy. -

On the 19th the Third was meved to
Ruy by truck, and there given the mis-
sicn of toking and holding zli  the
villages in the seeter. Thess inclded
doulin du Ruy, Reaane and La Gleizsi

Aad they were
a1l taken in
turn, La Gleize
alone. furnish- : 7
igg yeal - rre-
gist-nee.. The [
wotal list  of /
eniny Gouirp— ;
ment taken i
tutcre 150 still i

1

first sergeant put it, “iou
for three days."

L"' s

cailze for
amazement und
dasbeliaf. ©

livxt Col, lc—
Dowellts  unit
was ordered to
ercss the
steup, STOW=

Stavelot ond Trois-Ponts. Thoe weatnor
was bitterly cold, and the troops euf-
fercd as much from it a8 they did from
wncy occbien,

It was ab Stavelot that the
through reginent mut, and agein dofea-
ed the lst 35 Adolph Hitler Divisicn in
a head-cn encounter. This fest earnsd
the Nazi propoganda title MWRoosevulb's
Panctically~Trained SS Divisioca." Col.
Walter ¥. Johnsonts 117th Infantry s
not so sure it iiked the ides of- beirg
classad «s anything as low as a Nozi &8
type, bub they reniized that it was in
4the nature of a complinent when it c~nme
from this land of goosu-steppers; so
they rather Z2ancicd the title.

For that ripson newspapers in the
Strates mistrkonly 2oined the impr.ssicn
thot- the divisgion had adopbed . the
C"Lu'l- G ELIRUE e Ox d.J.D Sk lly. a.-\tt the

Third Dotu-licn wag still too proud.. of
th-*rb nold Hickory." Thoey werc not will-
ing to turi it in so qulchlJ on a Ger-
il choice,

abrocivics nod  bfragedy were plainly

Brealk-

‘visible to Third Bobt:lion fighting men

when bhey entercd Porfondry and Ster.It
made them angry within, ond the merbers
of the 1st SS who stroyed into Third
Battaliont's wooded scetor found it out.
sfter a short rest and reorganizatiion
behind the
linvs near Spa,
the Regiment
Jumped off from
Y laedy, thru
Gororciat,  Five-
Points and
Ligneviile, and
on to Road
Block <t The
fight wes bitter
here, and @the
celd wag "Ter-
rible,m ag  far
ng the men wWere
concerned,

AL
Read

fancus
Block 2
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AIVER CROSSERS DE -1UXE

the Gurmens contustud every -inch'of
ground os the Third Battalion pusned
forward. anks and assault zuns gave
mich trouble, but as always, the Third
drove through and took their objesetive,
Digging foxholes was a new problem in
the Battle of the Bulge bécause the
shovels would not penetrate the frozen
ground, Dynamite nnd to be utilized for
the operstion,
¢ There Tollowed a
short sojurn in Recht, ‘5/ \\
then Arbrcfontaine., A (
and Tinally on 31d Feb :T
the battelion moved ’/,ﬂ—n_sf”> (-
back into Germany, /
this tinme inbto Horen , -
botbtored suburb  of / -
scheh. Fronhoven, ) ( ,

JbllDWuG as thu ulatls :
blivouac arva. §

0ld Hickory  Jjumped L
the Roer River in
the toughest locsticny
and after other units had geined their
bridgehead, Third Batuolion moved into
Nicderzicr. They jumped off for the key
~ crossroads town Stuinstrass. But  this
wes not 2 simplce move of cecupaticn.

The Germen defenders had no intention
of lutting this fortificd scttleament go
without a fight. In the edge of the
woods a fow hundred ~yards out of
Nicderzicr, the trnk-riding inf ntrymen
of the Third ron into heavy concentrot-
icns of mortar, ortillery ond mutomatic
weapons fire, Encigy anbi-sireraft gun-—

»s had depressced their  wespons and
were firing thum on personnel — with
decdly effsct, .

It was another fight that can only be
dusceribed as bitter,but Col, lcDowsll's
aen drove into the towu, cledrud 3t of
cll defonders, “nd sot up their defense,.
This w.s accomplisned just in tim ¢ to
mect an cnemy otboek hoead-on, The at-
toek was frow the southeast, but 48
effectively beaten off, Third battalion
took Stuinstrass Feb, 26,

On the 27th the Y"Dirty third" left
Obrumbt 2t dirk and paced. for Klein-

“ i “‘_ nd -

troisdorf. The lattur village was
thoroughly delouscd by nddnight ,andthe.
unit preparcd for the night.

Bedburg was  the next move for  the
Third, and 1lst ilrrch found them there,
cleaning out snipers and taking ILipp i n
the bargain,

A rapid truck move on 2.March tock
the Ba tt"llOF to » right flank  defcne-

ive position ncar Holr -
hoir, /And therc taes
bnattalion remained un-
“’“ til it was pulled back
to the 1liz.s River for
training for anobhur
river crossing-—RHLIND!
and cross it the Rog-
iment did .in the ecriy
hours of the mornine,
2, Morch, with v
First Battalion assaul-
ting, By 1100 that
morning the Third was
also completely across
the last gruﬁt naturel barricr to Ber-
lint .

Spullen was the first stop east of
the Rhinc for the Third Batialion. From
tiscrs the men attacked in o rapid ad-
vance to sSuhnen, and swepb asidé fierce
rusistance to the great, unfinished
mtobahn, Thoe ottack progressed across
this obst:clc and up toward Besten., 4~
gain in the batitalion's arca thé enony
used his deprossed anti-aircraft  guns
on troops with wvicious results., Again
the rusistance w:s contested and stub-
born. - ;

But Besten wes token. The crust  had
been broken! Third Battalion  settled
down to hot chow and rest again.

The rest was short-lived; 30th Divis-
ion wis sorcly fecded to follow up the'
now looscncd armor, to hold flanks, ex-
ploit gnins, clean out pockets, and to
pelice towns.

It was a great change for a unit that
had bstrled for duys for a slight scrap
of ground in hedgerow-land., This  was
wiirt they had dreamed of, and had ex-
porignced bsfore in Northern  France,

i



il

MY 1945

& L 2 kﬂ.fv":[_{/ N

SNeal L,

Eclgiul -nd Holland.

Roadbloeks wure «stiblished in Lemgoe,

but Hamcln nocded to be clesred of.a
goodly numbor  of fanstics wic wWare
recipg armor had

still thcre whers the
.* ba tk’l-—:nl,
117th moved in

to the duinscl,

with The Third

B ttalion lead-

ing, and  these

veticrans” of ‘ten =N

CLHL0S mad e o

quick work of 7

inc rots dn Hoe- ",

e'a 1eft, by the I

crzainal Picd 1

Fineinl :
Te  heavily— U

woonded artes b . SRR

Durde wWas the noxt clean*up canpaign

"SJ.f_.‘;nud to Col. ."i'cDomll's srd. .1 The
job was handled offvetivelyy - hundreds
I priscners wore Giken, and caguin the
zttalion woved on e frocns r'pﬁsturus.
Prunswickl It was hore that the Ger-
aan commander cheose to, figit pather
‘than surrender to commandor, Mnj. Gen.
Lelind S, Hobbs, Gnd on' the night of
the 12th, the 117th had t:ken tho great
German ¢ity. The Third's gonc was rigtt
cAvough the hesrt of the city.
ind on the 13th when the remainder of.
the pregiment moved oub, the third was

U"C)k. &

raebained to  fMQceupy =nd govern®  tho
ity until other troops could wwve in
tu talkke over tne Jjeb. It wes & Jjob,

bat was
a welcomne change
inz.

unanisously conmended 08 quite
~fter months of fight-

-G

, wick to govern

Ais combination 1Fts and Bergomeistors
the dirty third oceupicd  Praunchweig
until roeslied to the reziment at il
gern on 15 April.

onu of the most gratifying fectures
sirce tho Brttnlion cross-
ed tno fulll"lu wis the -

covery ol thouscnds 0%
alliced prisonses of war,
and the visible joy of
these men freod at  last

Purced leborers wore Jjust
as haipy, ~nd the hardencd
Noranndy-Belgiun——=Hol oo
Sicgfrice lino~Pulge-po
hiine viterans felt mighuy
fgood insidel Libena
Rrench, Bolgisns, and Mul-~
larders hzd boeon hapow
but these wer. soldiers.d
themselves; Tanird Bavtalion was moved
and plessed. :
And liust camc the orders to cluan
out ladz.burg, one of the largest Ger-
man cibiue, and stratoegicully situnted
on the Elby River-tne last line boefore

Berling  Tne rogisent - went about  tho
job entitsisstically and well. on 20
spril MadgSburg wes theirs, Units were

aasigned sections of towns as in Bruns-
and control.The mission
was eorried out skillfully.

Itts casy to put thosc tenand a
half months of combrt on popor. The
soldicrs &now bettor 3ra Bne 117th Infy

30th Division is proud of its part in
the story, and exch one joins with the
writur in dudlcat.lng this story o f

their brilliant roecord to 211 of thhos
comrndes who fell that it mizght be so.
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& REAL SOUVENIR
You. regd ‘on the first-peze of this
INNNASEHENT that this Yol I, No 1l is a
souvenlr Issue .entipély.; It is, . and
thet is why you will find enly roferen-
ce Lo your great record, and the little
items along the way that made it so,
Be.mg of a2 souvenlr noturc as it 1is,
it scemed fitiing to find some . MSeuvin-
iTH anturials from whieh to print - it.
and vhat is whrt we did.

Lﬁugngrw}hing process is capburcd Ger-
wn Jrmy staff, mathercd from here’and
2hers, ou,ﬁnn*ng with the first " depo-
sitMiwhich wag picked up in Franca,
Jesh across tuJ Seine River, whon Jerry
N H325 wele overrun, 7

sad the Wehruoelt elso Msupplicd" the

u

s*»nﬂiiq for the job. This time In the ;

cmous Balge. It wus on the Third
P ttalion!s drive tu Roat Block 2 und
buyond that sods jaericon stencils werc
overrun——anterinl that the Kroubs  had
tliemsclv.s taﬁun from Yenk units in the

Jaitial pushe So we are returning thom !

Lo Fou.
WHATS NC BADITCRICL?
wany: of you will jaiss a8 cditorizl in
this issue==if you are of thot spucics
of “mgiculwm:boﬂmrstuxu“dthﬁh.
But herets the way we fulb sbout the
“subject; Lnu nigtory told hero, history

tast you and other munbers of Coloncl

Wadber L. Johnson's 117th Iafantsy hove
wide, * packs nll the cditorials necded.
It shows what pood tredoing, good scld=
icring, good discipline, and fignting
{or a reel c:use can do. Your achicve—
1orts have thejr own cditorial punch!

.HPOWI TIARGRY INCLUDED

5o that you can check as you reezll

your "oeur of the Continent!t @ livtlc
."oru ensily, we have included in  tho
funtures of this spoeial dssuv, & mp o
which we hove superisposcd your roabc,
The most important points rlong the woy
are reeorded,

(Cuncd. pdddle col. 2)

Iost of the: oquipment used in  tha-

BLTTLLFTSLD €0.1715510M8 FOR WPRTHY . (BN

Nine Brbeslion HCOIs Given Gold Burs

Rewsrdod by their battzlion for su-
perior aquelitios of luadeprshiy 4isplay-

,ed in ' combrt, nine non-comrdssicncd

officors of +the Third Pattetion hovo
bueen given prbeleficld comnissions,
Yisted belew rr: the aen who have re-
ecived thes. buttlefield - promotisns,
dates of ccawdssion, mnd hope town:

-~

Ist Lt.  rbnur ?ust, 12=175<U4, Eutfﬁing
Iliinodss 20d 16: lnrray Ge. Kosp, 2-14
45, Dycrsburg, Tennessiu; 1st Lt.drlier
S, SBamons, <-lu=4%, deyal OzKs, idech.:
2nc Th. Romdd C.  Johasone, 2-1h-k°,
Fasudona, Culifernins: 2nd Jb.,  Jerind
Rarkelt, 2Z-18-45, Zehunn, Just Virgimin
Znd Lt Jencs He Weldrop,, 3-13=45,Jack-
son, Temeesws; 2nd Ib. John S.Cash,
3~-23~l5, docksun, -Tunnsssie; 2nd  Lt.
Larry Tagicr, 4=i~45, Fricvndsiip, Tenn.
ol s[5 1 5 78 Gutrpge .ur‘l«;i.i., Q—.L-.Q,'S, J-lekson

PONBassS s v

WP (Gdnb, foon SuL, 1)

w If you wint bo ks EhU aap ifto  one
shust-—une il to pab 34 on two - 30 you
could su., the wriling-—n.re  are the
dirvetions: Just by surc that thelit-
tle bliek squrrcs, on the right cdge of
sheut 1 are dlned up with those of shod
2; you'vw, ot db Ladat

Ak

" NG THS IUBVIT LS

We ‘hove ¥t to so0 &  paper -~ which
docsntt =gk for rondor-participation.
snd w. won't bu diffur'nu.- If you wart
3RD INDORSENENT to bu truly represcnt-
ative of the Third B btndion; 117th
Inf nbry, give us ~ handl

Gepy ef 211 kinds--cartoens,steries.,
poocue, finturcs, dicns--anything to
help the INDORSEITNT will be noeded,

To got yiupr copy started in thc rizht
dirceeticn, scnd it thru mossage conter
in nn o cnvelope-~or on 4 serap Jf poper-
te Battalion jdjut nt or o Capt, Wm. P.
Butbtlor why will net as ndviser when o
staff hns boun assuebled,”

Okzy? Ph-nn Iodts .t bohind it and
P-U-S~H | .

- 2 1 ~10-

/
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