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A Report of the Battle. 
Major General Denkert
3rd PanzerGrenDiv in combat near Inden 

1.)Introduction: 

3rd PanzerGrenDiv was in the Würselen area, northeast of Aachen, prepared for defensive actions, when the American offensive started on 11/16/44. In the course of the enemy's attacks the division fought its way to the rear, eastward. Its defense was based on Altdorf, Inden, and Lamersdorf by 11/27/44. The crucial point was to prevent or at least delay the enemy from advancing to the Roer (Rur) and subsequently the Rhine. 

2.)The terrain: 

The towns mentioned above are all located in the Inde valley but from there the terrain ascends steeply to the west and soon offers an unobstructed view over Pattern, Lohn , Pützlohn, and even farther. The eastern banks of the Inde are much higher than the western banks, especially in the southern sector of the division. The Lucherberg area offered especially good surveying opportunities for the artillery and later also for the heavy weapons of the infantry. 

3.)Our tactical situation: 

The defenders lay in positions on the ridge south of Altdorf, Inden, and Lamersdorf. Combat group by combat group, with good cooperation and a good connection to the heavy weapons. Enemy attacks had been repulsed for two days from these positions. The casualties of the battles so far didn't allow anything more than such a loose defense, base by base along the ridge. A consequence of this loose formation was that the defenders survived enemy air raids and artillery fire it also increased the danger of enemy infiltration at dark. A breakthrough was a possibility if one or two bases were to be taken out. Furthermore, it was no longer possible to build up sufficient forces for counterattacks so that the fights in the villages had to be conducted with soldiers who were streaming back from the bases. 

4.)The battle on 11/27 and 11/28: 

The days between 11/24 and 11/26 were rather quiet from an infantry point of view even though there was strong artillery fire and fighter-bomber activity. 

On 11/27/44 the enemy resumed his attack against the Inde bridgehead. With about a battalion each, and tank support, he attacked from Pattern to the east and from Frenz to Lamersdorf. The main-combat line was held in fierce fighting. 

On 11/28/44 the enemy formed to attack at about 4 a.m. in the Pattern- Lohn area. Under cover of the night he managed to outflank our widely dispersed bases, just as it had been feared. Some of them fell to the enemy that was coming at them from all directions. Altdorf fell at approximately 7 a.m. 

Almost simultaneously, the enemy pushed into the northern part of Inden. The town was defended by parts of PanzerGrenReg 29, which had the Combat Group Nohse as an additional external unit. A counterattack that was immediately started was stopped by the fierce defense after initial gains. The northern part of Inden remained in the hands of the enemy. 

Lamersdorf was attacked thrice. The assaults were repelled but the enemy managed to infiltrate the south of the town. A very adeptly conducted counterattack, by only two officers, a few men, and some assault guns, recovered the town. It was completely under our control again. 

5.)Assessment of the situation: 

The general situation, the broader picture, showed that the battle so far had significantly contributed to slowing down the enemy advance. Every additional day that the Inde bridgehead could be held was a success. But if we wanted to win the battle and especially to hold on to the still intact bridge, we had to recover all of Inden. The uninjured state of the main bridge in Inden, which could still be used by vehicles of all kinds, came as a surprise. The division had expected that all bridges across the Inde would be destroyed in enemy air raids or by long-range artillery. In order to counter the effect we had assembled bridge-building material so that we could have had a chance to cross the river if need be. Even after all available vehicles had left the western banks of the Inde, we still needed armored vehicles and lead vehicles in order to defend the bridgehead. This was another reason why a river crossing had to be kept open. Hence the division ordered a counterattack against the northern part of Inden for early morning of 11/29/44. Naturally, this included defensive activities in the west and south of the town. 

6.)The battle on 11/29/44: 

The counterattack, led by PanzerGrenReg 29 and the subordinate Combat Group Lohse, gained ground slowly. It was a hard fight, with all the difficulties of in-town combat. The enemy clung to each and every house and despite the gains made in the attack, Inden was not fully recovered. There was still close contact to the enemy on the northern fringes of town. The 84 prisoners that were taken and the enemy casualties, made the attack a success of sorts nevertheless. Enemy pressure on Inden from the north was decreasing. But in the afternoon the enemy attacked Inden from the northwest, supported by tanks. This attack was repulsed and several tanks were disabled. We still held the town. 

At dawn of the same day the enemy attacked Lamersdorf, using a battalion and 10 tanks operating out of Frenz. There was tough seesaw combat over there too. In the course of the events the enemy managed to infiltrate Lamersdorf South. The breakthrough was sealed off, however. The successful anti-tank measures and the artillery fire that was directed from the hills near Lucherberg, Had enabled the defenders once again to withstand a force superior in numbers and equipment. But in the early afternoon the enemy attacked again, with stronger forces, we counted 24 tanks. This time the attack came from the northwest, west, and southwest. Assault guns and panzer Jäger disabled five tanks, another one was hit in close-range combat. After all anti-tank guns had been taken out by either enemy fire or defects, the town could no longer be held. The defenders were shifted to the eastern banks after the bridge had been destroyed. Lamersdorf fell to the enemy in the evening hours. 

7.)Conclusion: 

The division was finally relieved in the night 11/29-30, as far as I remember by 246th VolksGrenDiv in Inden and to the north and by 3rd ParaDiv to the south. 

With that the deployment of 3rd PanzerGrenDiv in the Inde area was over. The division had suffered heavy casualties in the fierce defensive battle since 11/16/44. But the division had also contributed to the slowing down of the enemy assault on the Roer, especially with her stand in the Inde bridgehead. This was not without influence on the greater tactical situation. 

signed Denkert 

Major General 

The Fights at Inde.  
Author unknown
The Fights at the Inde 

The Inde, right behind us, is a river that the enemy will have to cross in order to get to the Rur. It is about 8 meters wide, cold, the current is wild, it is very difficult to wade through it, tanks cannot drive through the riverbed. The river crossings in Altdorf, Inden, and Lamersdorf are prepared to be blown-up. 

Our bridgehead is narrow and it is centered on the towns of Altdorf (II./8 and 3./PanzerJäger Unit 3), Inden (Assault Battalion AOK 5), and Lamersdorf (III./Panzer Unit 103). We also hold the heights west of the Inde Road. The last position is defended by bases only. I./ArtReg (motorized) 3 has its firing positions in Niederzier, II. Unit lies to its left, III. Unit on the eastern banks. The infantry has also crossed the Inde already thereby trying to prevent the enemy from advancing onto the eastern banks. 

North of us the right neighbor holds bridgeheads around Jülich, i.e. Koslar and Kirchberg. The enemy concentrates his forces on the right neighbor and takes Bourheim (11/24) and Koslar (11/25). He also attacks the left neighbor in order to advance along the Inde. Opposite us lies 30th US InfDiv, rather quietly. 

Thus our division has three quiet days in the Inde positions after 11/24. Only artillery fire and fighter-bombers disturb the peace. Finally the soldiers can make up some sleep, fortify the positions, and mine the area. On 11/24 the artillery destroys two jump-off lines near Pattern. The next day (25th) the right neighbor tries to enlarge its bridgehead by recovering Bourheim but fails. The left neighbor records a defensive success at Weisweiler but then has to retreat to the line: Point 123.6 (1 km northwest of Frenz)-western fringes of Frenz-Frenz Chateau-Merberich Estate. In order to keep the connection, the division takes the right back to Lamersdorf. 

On 11/26 the enemy increases the artillery on the hinterland and also send more fighter-bombers. Smaller assaults on Inden and especially Lamersdord are repulsed. The day brings some relief for the right neighbor because the bridgehead is enlarged due to the envelopment of Koslar. 

The enemy plans to attack along the whole front of our corps on 11/27. This is supposed to pin down the bridgeheads and drive us across the Inde. To our right 29th US Division is supposed to take Kirchberg after overrunning Koslar. To the left 30th US Division will attack Inden. From the south 104th US Division intends to conquer Lamersdorf and then march on to Inden as well. 

Simultaneously the enemy attacks with a battalion (III./119) from Pattern and Altdorf. Tanks cannot follow the infantry on the very loamy ground. The attack falters 750 meters away from our main-combat line. It dies in the ferocious defensive firepower that is enhanced by Jägern of 3./PanzerJäger Unit 3. Subsequently the enemy abandons his plans. Thus the assault on Inden does not occur although the enemy does attack the town with fighter-bombers quite frequently and directs a two-hour long barrage at it around noon. 

The enemy does, however, attack on the left, from Frenz to Lamersdorf, after a prolonged artillery preparation and with strong infantry forces. But the attack is repelled by III./PanzerGrenReg 29 with support of three anti-tank vehicles and the enemy is forced back into his initial jump-off lines (104th US Div). 

Thus, the division has been able to hold on to its position even though the front-line to the left has been pushed back and it has been enlarged to the right to Lamersdorf which has in turn stretched thin the defensive lines. This rejection at the Inde comes as a surprise to the American. 

The relief of the division has been planned for the night 11/27-28 but cannot be followed through due to the heavy enemy pressure. Instead the GrenRegs receive support of a mobile reserve battalion, 200 men, most of them officers and NCOs of the Luftwafe. But this does not figure in as reinforcements because it is so difficult to integrate these troops during a battle. To our left, 12th VGD is relieved by 3rd ParaDiv while 246th VGD secures the Rur positions in our rear. 

The American plan intends an attack before dawn on 11/28. A battalion is supposed to secure the heights west of Altdorf and a second battalion shall march through that area, take Altdorf itself, and clear more terrain to the north. 104th US Division plans to attack Inden from the west at the same time. The attack is prepared meticulously. The several groups and squads are briefed about their objectives with the help of aerial photographs. In order to surprise us, the attack is not preceded by artillery fire. 

The enemy attacks and overruns the widespread bases between Altdorf and Inden. Still at dark, he advances to Altdorf in the north and Inden in the south, monitored by 12 tanks in a hollow west of Altdorf. Tow hours of bitter street fighting follow in Altdorf. When II./PanzerGrenReg can no longer withstand the pressure, Captain Dr. Schütze calls for a reduction of the bridgehead and shifts the bulk of his troops to the eastern banks of the Inde where they are positioned to the right of I. Battalion. This denies enemy reconnaissance across the river. Six tanks also retreat. The bridge, which had already been taken by the enemy is recovered. A bridgehead north of the Altdorf mill is held by 8./PanzerGrenReg 8 (First Lieutenant Stöhr) and three anti-tank guns of 3./PanzerJäger Unit 3 (Lieutenant Golkowski) until noon. Since the fuses of the explosive on the bridge are lit by the fire, only few of these men can save themselves. They have to wade through the cold water and fight their way to the German positions after the guns have been blown up. First Lieutenant Stöhr receives the Ehrenblattspange. 

The enemy also infiltrates the north of Inden at dark, a full battalion advances to the Inde. They have good artillery support. An immediate counterattack recovers the western exit of the town, toward Pattern, but to the north only reached the church, due to strong enemy defense. A second counterattack, with tanks, scheduled for early afternoon, has to be canceled because the necessary infantry cannot be freed up for it. Only at night this attack can be conducted. Inside the town parts of Reg 29 (II./29 under Lieutenant Herford) and the subordinate assault battalion of 1./Panzer Unit 103 and 1./PanzerJäger Unit 3 attack near the northern bridge, supported by FEB 3. The attack advance well and causes heavy enemy losses of men and materiel. We take 84 prisoners. But at midnight the attack bogs down short of the city limits because the enemy's close-range-combat means are very dangerous to our tanks. The grenadiers dig in for the moment and secure the area they have already taken, together with the assault guns. 

During the day the defenders of Lamersdorf repel three attacks, even though these were supported by artillery and fighter-bombers. After dark, the enemy, attacking from the southwest, infiltrated a few houses on the southern fringes of town. Lieutenant Wilde, Lieutenant Schramm, and five corporals and privates immediately counterattack, accompanied by two assault guns and three tank-breakers. They clear the village and bring back 18 prisoners. 

The enemy has thus only reached his goals in the right sector of the division, while we still hold two bridgeheads. 

Our forces, advancing for a more thorough counterattack in the north of Inden, are stopped at 1 a.m. on the 29th by an enemy attack against Inden with newly arrived troops. Every house is contested. A counterattack advances all the way back to the church as soon as the enemy pressure decreased. In the afternoon the enemy brings in tanks and attacks from the northwest. The defenders manage to disable a few tanks, repel the attack, and keep possession of the town. 

At about 9 a.m. the enemy breaks through into the southern part of Lamersdorf with mechanized infantry and ten tanks from Frenz. Lieutenant Seidel disables two tanks, another one is taken out by grenadiers in close-range action. The gap is sealed. Artillery helps a lot in that and it is based on the excellent spotting possibilities that the heights west of Lucherberg have to offer. Around noon the defenders are ordered to retreat to the neighborhood of the bridges, the tanks are ordered to shift to the other banks of the Inde. But the order cannot be followed up on before dark due to the enemy activities in the air and the constant combat the troops are in. At 1 p.m. a new attack starts, launched from the west. The enemy builds a wall of fog between Lamersdorf and Inden and then attacks the factory on the southern fringes of Inden. It is quickly taken. The enemy advances with 8 tanks to the western fringes of Lamersdorf but this attack is defeated when the assault guns hit three of the tanks. The enemy tries to take the town once again in the afternoon. 24 tanks are involved in an attack from northwest, west, and southwest. Tank-breakers and assault guns hit five tanks, grenadiers take out another one in close-range combat, but our assault guns and tank-breakers are also disabled, one of them is destroyed. The Combat Group now retreats across the Inde and destroys the bridge. 

The bridgehead Inden is still safely in our possession and shall remain so until 12/6/44. 

Our division is relieved in the night 11/29-30. Our sector is taken over by 246th VGD; 3rd ParaDiv takes over a small part of it to the left. Our division gathers with the train in Troßdorf. We are now reserves and have a chance to regroup briefly. The armored units are pulled out of the front in the following night. The assault guns help clearing out the north and south of the town on 11/30, in cooperation with PanzerJägerUnit 519. 31 prisoners are taken. While defeating an enemy attack from the south in the afternoon, our assault guns are finally pulled out as well. 

The Third Battle of Aachen rages on for another 14 days. On 12/3 9th US Army reaches the Rur between Linnich and Jülich. Inden and the heights near Lucherberg hold out until 12/6, Pier even until 12/13. Subsequently, the Rur remains the main-combat line for another two months. 

In 14 days of defensive battle our division has destroyed 42 enemy tanks and made 174 prisoners, including 9 officers. Enemy combat casualties must have been high because the interrogations of the prisoners brought to light that there were more than 50% replacements in the enemy lines and 30th US Division even had to be pulled out on 11/30. 

The effort of our division in the Third Battle of Aachen is lauded in the Wehrmacht bulletin of 11/26: 

"In the battle of Aachen so far, 3rd PanzerGrenDiv under the command of Major General Denkert and 12th VGD under Major General Engel have distinguished themselves with steadfastness and fierce resistance. It is mostly thanks to their laudable attitude and stamina that the enemy offensive has all but failed in that sector of the front." 

In radio report, broadcast by all German stations on the following day, the divisional commander mentions several single heroics as well as the heroics of all the different outfits. The enemy's judgment concurs. 

The casualties, however, are severe. The infantry has lost more than 75% and this cannot be made up for with replacements. 3rd Pioneer Battalion (Lieutenant Fischer), which is deployed outside of the sector of the division, in the Hürtgen Forest, is completely destroyed. The Panzer Unit has only seven assault guns left, the PanzerJägerUnit has three anti-tank guns and eight tank-breakers left. Flak Unit 312 loses eleven guns between 11/17 and 11/22 and I./ArtReg 3 has only one small field howitzer standing east of the Inde. 

Although the heroic efforts of the grenadiers cannot be mentioned often enough, it also has to be admitted that the experiences made in Italy were further underlined. Eventually, the defensive capability of the division rested squarely on the shoulders of the artillery and flak, as well as on the effort made by armored vehicles. The significance of this resistance, which the allies have faced since the invasion, is elucidated by two letters. Montgomery assesses the battle as a strategic setback. Eisenhower writes that the fighting has not shown any signs of a moral collapse of the German people. After all, the enemy achieved his objective, the Rur, only after weeks of fierce combat and heavy casualties. And the effort of our division sets the conditions for the Ardennes offensive. This is so because there is no need to deploy the forces of 6th SS Panzer Army, which is trained in the rear. But it is also true that five divisions, ours included, which are scheduled to participate in the offensive have been seriously weakened. Furthermore, the enemy has reached the positions that two months later will serve as the jump-off line for the advance to the Rhine. 



First Lieutenant Stöhr -- a letter to his father.


 Expert from a letter of First Lieutenant Stöhr to his father 

"I have to say that I haven't lived through anything like the situations as in those days. I felt like being born again since I had already closed the books on my life. The days were November 18, 23, and 28, and I will never forget any of them even though men usually forget the bad things first. I vividly remember November 28, 1944. They had basically left me to command a Combat Group, which included my company and I had to command that one too, on the side if you want. This Combat Group Stöhr had to defend the town of Altdorf. 

This town nearly claimed my life. It did cost me at least five years of my life as it is. Yes, this wretched Altdorf, barely five kilometers away from Jülich made me meet my fate on November 28, 1944 when the Americans managed to infiltrate the town in the morning of the 28th, before dawn. I retreated, with my flock of course, because there was no way back in. A damned little river, the Inde blocked the way because the bridge had been destroyed already. Thus I had to make my men dig in, the enemy coming at us from three sides, the river without a bridge in my back. No surprise that the enemy attacked. This pushed my soldiers off the hills immediately. Now the enemy sat on the hill and could look at us like we were small fry in a pan. Then he started a big funny hunt of the rabbits. 

In this desperate situation I gave the order: "Retreat across the river!" Hell, that was quite a situation, a running retreat, then swimming through the river while already being exhausted. The river was only about 8 meters wide but the thick uniform, immediately soaking wet, pulled me down like tons of weights. Plus, I held machine gun and steel helmet in the hands and then there was the wild current that took me away. Yes, this creek almost took my life right there after the many shots fired at me beforehand had all missed. They had all missed but closely and I could hear them fly by my head. But then the miracle happened and I did get out of the water. A few days later everything was dried up and the crisis forgotten. I didn't even get a cold despite the sweaty body and the ice- cold water. 

That was Altdorf, that was November 28. We have fought for every house and every tiny little road between Aachen, Eschweiler, and Jülich but it was all for naught. Now I am the oldest company CO in the regiment, me, such a young First Lieutenant. 



