HEADQUARTERS, 117TH INFANTRY
APO 30, c/o POSTMASTER
NEW YORK, N, Y,

3 Jamiary 1945

Mr, Delbert A. Meeker
Britton
Seuth Dakota

— Dear ur, Heeker:

The regretful news that your son, S/Sgt. Bernmard D, Meeker, 37580807,
was killed in action on 19 December 194k in Belgium has already been deli-
vered to you by the Secretary of War.

My purpose in writlng this letter is to express my deep sympathy for you
in the loss you have suffered, and, at the same time, answer some of the ques-
tions which I know are in your mind, by acquainting you with all the facts
which are available at this time, 4 wish it were possible for me to give you
all the detalls surrounding the death of your son, but I am sure you under-
stand the need for censorship regulations at the present time.

Your son died in line of duty, in keeping with the highest standards and
traditions of the Army and of his country which he served so nobly and well,
1 hope that it will alleviate your sorrow just a little when i tell you that no
man could have done more to help bring an early end to this crusade for human
freedom, Ile was a soldier and a man, Both officers and men of his unit miss
him greatly, but his couraceous example in making the supreme sacrifice has gi-
ven all of us additional strength to camplete the unfinished tasks before us.

rrotestant religious services were conducted in your son's memory at his
grave in Belgium by the chaplain. Information conecerning his personal effects
may be obtained by writing to the Quartermaster General, ASF, Washingtom; D). C.

With kindest personal regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,
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- Dear. Mr, Masiger: --#

This letter ls to confirm my recent telegram in which you were
regretfully informed that your son, Staff Sergeent Bernard D, Meeker,
37,580,807, Infantry, has been reported miseing in action since 19 December
1 in Belglum,

1 know that added distress is caused by fallure to recelve more
informetion or detalls, Therefore, I wish to assure you that at any time
additional information is received it will be transmitted to you without
delay, and, if in the meantime no additional information ie received, I
will sgain cammunicate with you at the expiration of three months.

The term “miseing in ection” is used only to indicate that the
whereabouts or etatus of an individual 1s not lmmedlately known., It is
not intended to convey the impression that the case ie closed, I wieh to
emphasize that every effort is exerted continuously to clear up the status
of our personnel. Under war conditione this ie a difficult task as you
must readily realize. ZExperlence has shown that many persons reported
missing in action are subsequently reported as prisoners of war, but as
this information is Purnished by countries with which we are at war, the
Wear Department is helpless to expedite such reporte,

The personal effects of an individuel missing overseas are held
by his unit for a period of time and are then sent to the Effecte Quarter-
master, Keneas Qity, Missouri, for disposition as designated by the soldier, !

Permit me to extend to you my heartfelt sympathy during this
perlod of uncertainty.

Sincerely yours, g




SAVE ’
WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY REFER TO1

AGPD-R 201 Meeker, Bernard D.
37 580 807

23 May 1945

Mr, Delbert A. Meeker {

Britton, South Deakota

ey Hirs Meekers:

I have the honor to inform you that, by direction of the Fresident,
the Silver Star has been posthumously awarded to your son, Staff Sergeant
Bernard D, Meeker, Infantry, The citation is as follows:

SILVER STAR

"For gellantry in action on 18 November 1944, in
Germany. When his squad had to make an attack through an
enemy mine field, Sergeant Meeker voluntarily led the
way, piclking a path through which the others could safely
follow, Despite fierce opposition, he displayed an un-
usual courege and fighting spirit and contributed tc the
neutralization of an enemy strongpoint, siding in captur-
ing fifty=cne (51) enemy soldiers and large quantities of
arms and ammunition,”

The decoration will be forwarded to the Commanding General, Seventh
Service Command, Omsha, Nebraska, who will select an officer to make the
presentation, The officer selected will communicate with you concerning
your wishes in the matter.

Mey I again express my deepest sympathy to you in your bereavement,

Sincerely yours,

kaTU f'
__ﬁ..{kaén}
S [. A, ULIO
Major General
The Adjutent General o
a_____:}ﬁh‘
MEEKER AWARDED

| The Silver Star was




/ WAR DEPARTMENT
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Mr, Delbert A. kieeker
Box 172
3ritton, South Nakota

Dear Mp, Yeeker:
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Reference is made to your letter requesting information concerning
the decor:tions and awards to which your son was entitled.

I have the honor bto inform you that by direection of the Fresident,
the Bronzs Star lledal has been posthumously awarded to your son, Staff
Sergeant (then Frivate) Bernard D, Meeker, 37 580 807. The citation is
a3 follows:

DRON'T STAR MEDAL

"llor exemplary conduct in ground combab against
the armed enemy during the Northern France Campalgn
in the “uropean Theater of Operations,"
(Autherity: ACC Letter Order, dtd 13 Apr 48, S Sgt, Inf)

In addition to the zbove decoration, he was entitled to Lhe following:

Good Conduct Medal

urcpean-African-liiddie Zastern Tampalgn Service Ribbon
with thres (3) Bronze Service Stars for the Northern
France, Rhineland and Ardennes Campaigns

Jorld dar II Victory Medal

Combat Infantryman Badge

Digtinguished Unit fmblem with one (1) Rronze Oak Leaf
Cluster

Marksman Dadge with Rifle Bar

I have raguested the Commanding Officer, Thiladelphla “uartermaster
Jepot, to forward the foregoing decoration and awards to you.

An appropriately Inscribed Certificate representing the Tironze ‘tar
Medal will be forwarded under ssparate cover,

Although the “uropean-.frican-diddle Tastern Campaipn Medal is suthor-
ized, only the ribbon pertaining to this medal is at present available for
issuance. 'hen the medal becomes available, the matter will undoubtedly be



ALRs=DA 20). Meeker, Bernard D, 13 April 1948
(8 Nec 47) 37 580 207
Mr. Delbert A, Meeker

given wide publicity through the press. Tt is suggested that you make
request for the medal at that time to the place designated in the an-
nouncement.,

The Distinguished Unit Pmblem consists of a blue ribbon one and
three-eighths (1 - 3/8) inches in length and three-cighths (3/8) inches
in width, set in a gold colored metal frame of laurel leaves approximately
one-3sixteenth (l/lb% inch in width, Tt will be worn on the right breast
centered over the pocket, It 1s awarded to individuals assigned or at=-
tached to units cited in Department of the Army Ceneral Orders for out~
standing performance of duty in action against the enemy for one citation
occurring on or after 7 Necember 1941,

Yo medal has been authorized nor is it contemplated to strike a medal
to accompany Lne Distinguished Unit “mblem.

It is hoped that Lhese memsntos of vour son's faithful service to his
country will be a source of comfort in your great loss,

Sincerely yours,

] ‘-,
ﬁ:’? ::?/ b o0
Al O
¢ %e Co GAULT
Tolonel, ARD
Commanding



