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CRITIQUE.

SUMMARY .

MALMEDY was erronecusly bombed on 23 and 25 December, not' the 24th,
by the IXth Bombardment Division(M), sccording to Ninth erd Eighth
Mr Forces' records. Photographs revealed the location, not pilot
observation. Personnel mis-identification wmas responsible. Acknowledge-
ment was mede by the IXth BD in its daily report, but not by the Kinth AP.
During the Allied Air Commenders' Conference on 4 Jamuary 1945, General
Carl Spects referred to an Alleged MALMEDY mis-bombing by tlhe
Eigkth AF in December. That refererce was the source for the only
#llusion to the MALUEDY accidents by the Air Force's officiel history.

ZULPICH was the assigned primery of the 322d Bombardment Group
for the 23d, but of the 28 dispatched B-26's, six dropned 86 x 250
General Puppose bombs upon MALMFDY about 1526. Their personrel realized
ZULPICH was not bombed, but believed LAMMERSUM six miles beyond had
been attacked. Photographs disclosed MALMEDY as the victim. The flight
wae off course, bombed some 33 miles short, a town in hilly, forested
country, whereas ZULPICH was in the open. Visibility was unlimited.
Enemy aircraft did not oppose, nor did flak prevent full load drops.

Four B-26's from the 387th BG dropped &4 x 250 GP's upon MALMEDY
about 1600 on the 25th, instead of the nearby ST. VITH, the Group's
objective. Pilot interrogation indicated & mistake, and BORN wes
balieved to bave been the locality. Protogranrhic interpret:tion by
the IXth BD again pointed to MALMFDY as the locetion. Personnel
error was the apparent cause. Flight officers believed ST. VITH
%o be their position, inasmuch es instruments and visuel observation

agreed. Plane=-to-ground visibility was three to four miles.



23 DEC “MBFR.
Qrders.

ZULPICH(F-230327) wes the primary terget---no secondery, for the
afternoon mission of the 322d BG.(VI,Bibl. #5, V) It wes & neoc ssary
reilhoad for the Gorman Seventh Army, according to the IXtr BD, which
nemed the town as the 322d BG's target. Bombing could be visuval, if
conditions permittad. Tn turn, the 99th Bombardment #ing edded trat
the route wes to be from the base to K-7746, to the terget, and
bombing was to be blind from approximetely 12,000 feet &t 1500. At
1145, the 322d's Operations notified A-2, and pilots were brkefed

at 1230-1330.
Ihe Flight end Reporta.

Six B-26's attecked MALMEDY at 1526, while 22 others slso
dispatched to ZULPICH were aborted or bombed elsewhere.(I,IV,XT)
Mej. C. J. Watson's flight took off rt 1328-1408. According to the
course map, the briefed route was flovn, whrieh was from the base
to ROTGEN(Initial Point), to target, laft to SIERVENICH, &nd return.

Pilots named LAMMTRSUM(PF-3445), some eix miles northesst of
T1PTCE, a8 thke target of t eir 86 x 250 GP bomb.(IV,V) Thair A-2
statements i~rediataly after the 1655-1730 landing were descriptive.

Flight Leader, Mej. C. J. "ataon. === "Eit town-not target-
might be Lemmersum. Excellent results on town."

2d Lt. D. R. Bustafson. --- "Center of town &nd walked out.
Kot target. ax."

1st I t. S. E. Eyberg. === "Hit towr of Lammersum - not targat.
Execeilant on town."

1st Lt. R. ™. Pike. ==="Bombs throug' certer of town - not
target. Excellent resuvlts.”

lst 1t. H. S. Isaacs. === " it canter of town - “as rot
target. Excellent results on towsn."



Conley. ==- "Bombs blarketed small town. Did not
bomb primary. -=- 3 or 4 runs on T/0.?

Based upon pilot reports, the Grour telephoned the IXth BD
sbout 1845 that ZULPICH had not been bombac, :nd balieved LAMMERSUM
had b:en sttacked.(II7,V) A 2210 amendment to the official OPFLASH

#228 of 1915, repeatad trat data.
Protogruphs Jdeptified MALMEDY.

Flight cemeras operated "100%," e¢nd Capt. Barnhurd 0. Kougen,

IXtk BD Proto Interpreter renorsed:

"6 A/C. P.N.B. Bombs it through the centar of tre town of
Mslmedy, on buildings and streets in the town."

Eis "center of town" desoriptien was identical with oilots'. (I1,IV)
flthough the IXth BD acknoledged the misteka, the Ninth AF did
not.(I, Bibl. #5) The IXth's deily Mission Summary &s to tre 322d BG

reported "... 6 a/c bomted tha town of Malmedy, 1/2 mile ™ of bombline,

due to mis-identification of target..." by bombardier. In turn, the

Ninth AF's “ummary of Operations for the 23d, dected the 26th, referrad

only to EUSKIRCIEN and GLADBACK attacks by the 3224 BG.
Pilot stutements based upor impressions were the origirsl 3224 BG

informstion, then when lster photographic interpraetution provided
eccurate deteils, the Group's December history relsted this version.(IX)

nThe Group's bombers headed for the defended arec of 7ulpich
in the afternoon but weather conditions interforrad with the oper: tion
end the majority of tre aircraft brought t eir bombs back to base. Cix
aircraft misidentified the terget and bombed the village of ialmedy

in Belgium while four otlrers bombad east of the villege. ... Because of
the fluid situation of the troop lines during the German Bounter-offensive

ro serious demage to our troops was reported in the bombing of Malmedy."
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Misiske Explapations.

Pilots were lost and committed & personnel error, yet several

mission fectors seemed to favor the flight.
Location. ===-- MALMEDY was 33 eir miles from ZULPICH, a substential

distance, evsn for aircraft, and LAMMFERSUM wes yot another six miles
beyond ZULPICH.(X) Actually, the flight wos off course end did not
epproach ZULPICE.(XT) MALMSDY was on route to both basa-to-target
&nd base-to-IP of ROTGEN whare the form:tion was to tske positions.
Torrein Could Be & Guide. -=--- MALMFDY wes in hilly, forested
courtry, ZULPICE in the open.(X) LAMM:RSUM and MALMEDY were bot! on
rivers, rowever, possibly & perplexity. Tre former wes on the ERFT,

MALMEDY &t the junction of 1A "ARCHE eand LA “ARCHENNE RAU.(X)

*eather Was Favorable. --=- Pilote reported CEILING AND VISIBILITY
UNLTMITED.(IV) Treir descriptions of results and photogrenhs were both
detsiled, sugg sting sharp observation.(IV,II) “esther did not affect
bombing, the TXTh BD Weathsr Office raportaed.(VIII)

Eremy Was Not Distracting. ==== rircraft opposition was lacking, snd
flak did not prevent dropping of 86 of the 87 carried bombs.(IV)
Attention is crlled to possible tactical significence in the JXt! BD's
flak analysis of tre 322d BG ZULPICH mission.(1) Tre locetion's
identity =as uncertain, rowever, ipasmuch &s ZULPICH wes thre targst,

MALMEDY wae bombed, but pilots believed LAMMERSUM had b2en attecked.



2/, DECTMBER.
No MALMCDY bombing evijence ~aa found smong eir forcs records.
Such an ipcident wes not mentioned in tha TXth BD's idisasion
Summery, a8 on the 23¢ und 25th.(T) Deasoriptions of missiore to the

naerby ZULPICE end XIDZGGEN did n~t refer to formsti:ps striking
WALYDY by misteke. Records ware "ot sxamined of the 387th, 397th,
410th, 416tr BG's, which also attacked those two communiocstion conturs,
{nssmucl as tf 3y were unsuspectod.

Some 7Tighth AF heevy bombar attucks ware mada within the tact!eal
eraa, but MALM'DY wrs pot emong them, tccordingz to the day's mission
raport Ko. 760. (2)

Bibldogrephy.

1. IXtt Sombardment Divisfon, Nissdiom Sum.ary, 24 Pec. 44. In

Maxwall Fileld, Alabama. Air Univeraity. Air LFistoricel Archivas.

534333, Dac. 44. #1ssion Summsries, Dec. 4.
2. Zightd rir Foree, Missior No. 760. Gerran :/F's & Coumunice tion

Carter, 24 Deo. 44. Ip Ibid. 520.232(or AF=8-SU-0F-S, 2, "ec. 44)



25 DRCEMBER.

Flight and Reports.

Erroneous MA] MFDY bombing by four 387th BG eircraft occur -ed
during the executed afterncon mission of the JXth BPD egeinst ST.
VITH.(VII, VI) Tre 387th and 323d BG's dropped upproximately
362=533 of 250 GP bombs, plus some 100's, anveloping the town in
smoke. Briefing by the 387tr BG wes at 1300, tnd 36 B=2('s were
disputche: ot 1430, to fly & courss soutkesstwerd f{rom &«n undesignated
point; below SPA and STAVELOT to ST. VITH. Actually th> flicht pessed
batwsan STAVELOT and MALMZLI, bombed &#bout 1600, then turned right
at ST. VITH for the retmrn.

Green Flight flew farthar north, droppirg 64 x 250 GP's upon

MALMEDY.(1) Tris wes Flight A, Box I, 1-. "y Pilot Anderson and

Bombardier Srannon, followed by Pilots Missimer, FPattorson, &nd Wuellor.

The 387tk BG reulized et once that a mis-bombing lec 'n place,

but believed BORN(P-850S40) to be the locality, a view rapaated by the
IXth BD in ite first report.(II,V,VIII) Ttis town was mentionsd in
tre Group's interrogsation report, which wmus likely made within two
hours of tra landing. The more official OPFLA"F to the YXt! "D cearried
the same informetion. Tn turn, the JXt BD': 15 MAnute Missior Raport
notad in the 'deviation from route' column thst "...850040 bombad by
1 flight" of the 387th BG. Thus, basod upon pilot observsiion, errly
reports pointed to BORN as the viotin.

Protographe rewsaled it to bes MAIMEDY, whicl was acknowledged
immediatel: by the IXtkr BD.(III) Came}"'a of tra 387tk BG oparated
*100%," and 1st Lt. Ben “ann, 1Xth BD Proto Interpretetion Officer

.
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reported:

=~ Beox I, Flight A did not bomb the primary. "Aoparent
misidentificaetion of targaet &s primery complately envelopad by smoke.
Edits in town or dalmedy upprox. 10-3/4 mi. N.W. of primary."

Official confirm:tior. was made by the IXth BD's Mission Su~mery

for tha 25tk, deted the 26th.(VIT) Referring to the 387th BG:

"Tte leader of one flight misidentified primery. THis &/c
plus 3 others dropped 64 x 250 GP st Halmedy - friendl: territory.
Bombardier &and navigsator balieved they were synchronized on primary.
'Goe' oparutor ohtuined fix 3 minutes from BRP which corresponded
with visurl observetiion. Snow cover and haze made pinpoint navigstior

di fficuld.n
Tre section 'Fajlurss to Bomb' classifed personnel &s responsible,

tte rozson: "Leador misidertified pimary, Jdropping &t Melmedy =-friendly

verritory.”
The orly other detsils were provided in 'Unsatisfectory Bombing

Recort', er icsiencs probebly by the IXth BD.(IV)

"Hombe. o . misi~entified tarmat. Bombed torn of Halmedy,

12 miles KN™ of 5t. Vitk. Bombardier &nd Navigator waere bothk positive
they wore on briefed turgat. 'Gee' box we3 10t workirg well but oparstor
obteined supposedly accursta fix on course 3 minuets from BRP. This

fix corresponded exactly with bomberdier's visusl obsarvetior. and no
doubt axisted as to his correct position. Srow covar and reze made

pin noint navigetion difficvlt. A7l details conesrrning arror rot yot

coordinatod.”

Kis-identdfice tion Reasons.

Persorrel error ws the svperent cause. Flight officers believed
ST. VITE to bs treir position, inusmuch e&s navigetion end visuel
observation agreed.

wogther seemed to favor tke latter.

~&8 three to four miles.(VII) Deteiled protography ve&s obtained,

Plene to ground visibility

sufficient to identify the victim.(III)
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ALLIED AIR COMMAKDERS' CONFEREXNCE.

This was reld at SPAEP in Versailles, Thursday, 4 Jamary
1945.(YGeneral Carl Speats, U.S. STPAYegic Air Forces in Burope,

reported:
E. had operated... Tosns in thn battle

ZEightk Alr Iroe
area had slso been ataacked, including(so it was said) MALMZDY
whict was on ou-z side of the lime. ...%

Gensral Spaats wes reporting presumably sbout the pariod since
the last conference on 28 December.
oited

Thet confereice report maz the4 sou oe of information
for the following statement in the Air Force history: (2)

{One such town, Malmedy, wa- the scone of a tragic
error, for it was held by Allied troops &% the time it was bombed."

The refererce wus thm the hesvy bombe ‘s of the Eighth ‘ir Force,
but no dete was mentioned, on ar allusion to December opcretions

of Ardennes.

Ribliograchy.
1. Notes on the Allied Air Commsendara' Confencre, 4 January
1945. Ip Files of the Air kistoricsl . rchives, /ir Univarsity,
Maxwvell Field, Albbama.

2. The Army Air Forces in “orld "ar II. Vol. Three, :urope:
Argument to V-E Day, Janusry 1944 to “ay 1945. Chap. 18, Autumn
Assault on Germeny, by Jokn E. Pagg. p. 670. Ip iArmy Library;
General Reference Section, OCiMh; 7ir Force Fistorical Office.
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MALMFDY BOMBTNG ON 23 DBCEMBER 1944.

By 3224 Bombardmert Group(M), 99th Combet Bombardment %ing,
9th Bombardment Division(M).

+ Alr Universi

= e e ¥ P e o . -il"ile
h the Air Hiséorical Liaison Office in .

1. Jtr BD(M) Mission Summary(/fterpoon) 23 Dec. 44.

(pmy})m. T
"Zulpich (Coamurdoutions Cantar)

322 BGs 28 a/e disputéhed (inoluding 2 PFF a/e). 5 &/c bombed
other targets, dropping 64 x 250 GP. 3 window a/ec.

18 s/c failed to bomb: 6 a/c flight leadar coudd not
locate target due to weather. 2 PFF &/c returned to

base aftar navigetors determinnd thet formetion would

be 12 mirutes late st terg:t due to lade takeoff. 6 &/c
bombed the town of Malmedy, 1/2 mile ™ of bombline, dus to
misidentification of target. xxx 4 &/c ogher reasons:

2 afc jettisoned bombs when &/c were it by flak. 1 a/c
could not cstek forration. 1 &/c did not drop as leader
Jettisoned. Bombs of 1 a/c which lended &t Couvron

untccounted for.

4 &/c attacked casual target, the location und type
unknown &t thls time. Ko photo coverege or visual

observation.

1 a/c attacked the towr of Goldbach (F-230410). No
pkoto coverage or vieusl observetions of raesults.

No losses, 18 &/c flak battle damaged, no cesualties."

Eailurog %o Bomb.
Group No. 2/C Classificetion Reugon.
322 1) Personr.el Bombardier misidentifed target;
5) Other bombs kit town cf Melmedy in

friendly territory.

Qbservs tiong.
YEATLER: Zulpich 322 BG: Clesr, Snow on ground, Visibility 4-6 miles
in raze
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322d's cemmeras photograhing 1004
- Elak Apalysis Annex.
Zulpick Reil Communic: tions Center. 322 BG.
No A/C were lost to flak, but 18 were demaged.

“Flak in the target area stastéd out to be moderate asnd imsccurate.
Fowsv er, as tte /¢ reached tlte inner deferse zon2 of 18 kmxy
Feavy guns, the fire became intense and accurcte. This terget
represents one of the moreteavily defanded areas of the eremy's

co: munication eystem. Moderate to interse fire could be aexpected

from the 18 lreavy guns plottad.®

II. m hoto Interprotatior.
(T %

S-2 Report(First Phase Interpretation), signed(typed name) by
Capt. Bernhard Q. (Hougen), Photo Interpretor.

Photos of 322d Group.
Targ2t hit: dalmedy.

A. T:rget Briefed: Zulpich==--Prisry.
Nona  -=-Second&ry.

«P.T.: Center of Town.
P. : Same.

C. No. & Typ2 of A/C dispatched: 26 B-26s. 11 stisacking.

|
A

D. Bombirg b; 3's 6's, ...: 6's.

E. No. &end size of bombs drppped:
4 x 1000 GP
150% 250 GP

P. heading A/ when bombs drovped: Approx. 30!
G. Time bombs dropped: 1526.
L. Aetivity at target: None.

J. Results of bombing:
"Due to operational difficulties, wisther, and mnemy

activity trte »/C coild rot fly their designated positioms in threir
respective boxes and flights; it is iopoesible to determine the

bombing by eitk r boxes or flight due to this.
¥6 A/C. P.N.B. Bombs kit through the center of the town

of Malmedy, on buildings erd streets in the town.
Pl A/C. P.N.B. loo:tion of strikes undetermined due to
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poor quslity of photos, hits in flelds, A/C hit by Flak, one
engine out, jettisoned bombs.

No ptotos of otlrer bombings."
K.B, === PNB wss probably Primery Mot Bombed, according to postwar

AF sources. do
(-’ﬂt'! %l OPFLASE REP(RT.

To be teletyped to the IX BD within two hours after last plane
landed.

B. Briefed Primary: Culpich.

D. ho. MA ‘3&30“&‘:
Primary.

__6 Secondary. "Bsleived Lammersum F3435 -= hit certer
£ town == Excellent.”

F. Bombs.
86 Secondary.

G. Results of Bombing on:
Primar,. ___

S:condary. "Bdlieved lLammersum - Fit csnter of town &nd
~alked througk. Sxcaellent."

s No. A/Ci(As t< orsualtises)
5 demagad.

J. Flak:
Target: Mod & Iracc.

Elsewlsre: IP Interss &rd Acc.
L. Altitudes of At‘acks: 12,000 ~>condary.
M. Time over Targets 1526-1530,Secondary.

Th2 more official OPFLASF from the 2R 322 Grouv was the
toletyped OPFLASL FRo. 228 for 23 Dsc. &t 231G15A Dac.,to the

IX Bomber Commend(sTt: A-2) and CG, %tk Combat Ting.
- It contained nore of the above information of tha

preliminery raport, but, ves «mended at 2210A, to indieated some
of tts sbove data. The most importart was Par. D to read: 11 A/C -
Sacondery-Lammersua(P3435) .
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Iv. terrogetion Reports.
Ll

"eteon(iaj. G.J.); Eft Ldr; Box 1, Flt. 1, Pos. 1; took off, 1408,

lmdﬁd, 1655'

Altitude, 12,300; hour, 1526.

"Fit town - not target - might be Leammersum. Excallent results
on town."

Bombs: Dropped load of 13 x 250 GPs.

et ther: Ground Laze. GAVU.

Flek: Intnse and accurate.

Opposition: Kome.

Gustafson(2d 1t. D.R.); 451 Sq.; Box 2, Flt. 2, Pos. 4; took off, 1340,

larded 1700.

At., 12,000; 1529.

“Cant'r of town and wulked out. Kot target. Ex."

Bombs: Dropp:d losd of 16 x 250 GPs.

Yoekler: 0/10 in laze.

Flek: Intense, &ccuarate.

Onpoaition: Hone.

. Sxcellent results

of 13 x 250 GPs.

Eyberg(l:t Lt. S.E.); 452 Sq.; Box 1, Flt. 3, Fos. 1; took off, 1404,
larded 1705. A33.: 12,300; 1526 Frs.
"1t town of ] ammersum - not targ:t. Excellent on town.
Bomba: Dropped loud of 16 x 250 GPs.
¥izthars Ground haze. CAVU.
Flak: Intanse, accurate st IP.
Oppoeition: None.

Pike(let Lt. R.%.); 451 Sq.; Box 2, F1t.2, Pos. 1; took off 1328, landed

-

Alt. 12,000; 1530 Yrrs.
*Bombs through cartar of town - not target. ixcellent results.”

Bombs: Dropped load of 13 x 250 GPs.
Tagther: Luze on ground. CAVU.

Flak: T terse &nd accurate.

Op: osition: None.

Isaace(1st Lt. I's S.); 450 =q.; Box 1, Flt. 2, Pos. 4; took off, 1408,

lerded 1720.

ARY: 12,000; 1526 tre.
"} it center of town - "&e rot target. Zxcallent results on town.®

Bom' &: Dropped 12 of 13 x 250 GPs.

Voutl ers CAVE.
Flak: ] terse, ‘ccurate.

Oppo:itlon: Nome.
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Conle;!?); 451 Sq.; Box 2, F1t 2, Pos. 2; took off, 1335, landed 1730.

Alt. 12,000; 1530 hrs.
“Bonbs blanketed sm&ll town, did nct bomb prisary. =- 3 or 4

runs on T/0"
Bombs: Dropped losd of 16 x 250 GPs; "Selvoed bombs around."

~eather: Over secondary, grd-haze 2/10 strato.
Flek: Primsry terget, intsrse, sccurate.
Opposition: 2 ME 1098 SE 2Zulpict.

V. 322 BO's A-2 Log of Mission, 23 Dac. 44.
(Bibl. #1)

Zulpich Denfended Area.
1145 - Notified of targset by operutions.

1230-1300 - Prebriefing.
1520= F/0 #399 and Irtelligence a:nex rec'd.

1640 - Interrogution started.
1730 - " ended.
1845 - OPFASSE and 2-hour p one report.

V1. Orders.

A. Jft: Bomberdment Division(')
(BIb1. £4)

1. Typed summary of FO #680.
The 322d BG of the %tk B™ was to bomb, blind, the

Zulpich Reilkead, F-230327, st 1530.

2. 2 chart(typed) of the wing's mis.:ions &nd detailad
Tre ¢tk B Wing's target wes the Zulpich Raillead,

¥F 230327. The rotation "Spec. Photos" w&s entered in the terget
column, probably indiceting tbe requirement to take them or the
terget had been set up ¢s the result of such photos. Specifically,
the target wis a small reilhead 7 miles rom the bomb line, &nd
in general, 7ulpich wes to be bombed &s & smdll villege with important
road net. ‘ttack's objective was to destroy su.plies in the raillsed
and to cut communicati ns in the srea. A TACTICAL SIGNIFICAFCE
column applied to railheads of MUNST:REIFEL, ZULPICK, NIDEGGTZ', s
follows: "The German 7tk . rmy wrich jumped off in &n atteck about 6
days ugo &re depending on these 3 feeder line ruilless for &ll types of
supplies and reinforsement, &8s the Germuns expected to ocsptura u grest
deal of supplies ard as they did not, they are rdather in bad need

of supplies.” Bombing Visual #nd Blind.
N.B.==«Bomblins mertioned was that of the M:dium Bomber

interdicti@m line whick curvad westvard from the RIINE naar BONN

to pess midway between ZULPICH and DUREK.
(Biblc ,5) po 6910
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B. 99th B “gng's FO #399, 231430 Dac. 44, ¢nd Intelligence Annex

et 231441 D:c.
(Bibl. #1)
ZULPICH (F=-230237) was specified es the tsrget, with zero
hour to be 231500 for Plan B(Blind.), «nd bombing at 12,500 end 12,000
feet. The route was to be from base to K-77,6 to Targ:t, thus was

well north of MALMEDY.

VII. Maps.

I.S G.%. 401..21 l\ortr ‘.hst E\lro'pe, 1:250 000. sheat 3, Brussels-lLiegs.
* 6, Nemur-Lu>embourg.

L 1.346; Genml Zurope, 11250, 000 Shaet K 51, Koln.
" 44163 1:100,000. Skeet 8 1, ’Bonn.

VIII. WeatherQffice of S&h BD.
(Bibl. #4.)

Its Flash Report, dat:d 23 Decembar, for the 322d B& wes the
following:

$228D Bomb Group Target: P-23027 (1530) ZULPICE
Tur-et: Clear, Snow on Ground. VEBY 4-6 Miles in Faze.
Did "2ather Effect Bombirg: No.

IX. 3224 BG's Fistory, Dacamber 19.4. Undated.
(Bibl. #2)

"Tre Group's bombers headed for the deferded &re:z of “ulpich in
the aftarnoon but westher conditions interfered with the operation and
tte majority of the aircraft brought their bombs back to base. Six
eircraft misiderntified the target &nd bombed the villege of iRlmedy
in Belgium while four others bombed :ast of the village.Several
otrers bombed casual targats. Because of the fuid situation of the
troop lines during the Germen counter-of ersive no seriouvs damage to
our troops was reportad in the bombing of Malmedy. Eight-en aircraft
were fdak demaped but tharo were no losses or casualities.

X. Malmedy-Zulpich Distanceand Terrain.

Examination of & 1:100,000 man(see VII above) indicetes thre
air distence to have been approximately 33 miles. MALMEDY was xtiwxt
sttuated at the junction of tMm k= ¥ LA "ARCHE RIVER &n+ LA “ARCH:I'E
RAU, the terruin being hilly and forested. ZULPICE .nd XX* INK
ThE nearby(northeastwerd) LAMMERSUM were in open country, the latter
also on & river, the ERFT.



322nd Bomb Group(M). 23rd Dec 1944 ---Route

Terget: Zulpict Defardad ires. TOT: 1530-1532. X%
Alt: 12,200-11,500. “estler: CAVU.
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25 DECEMBER 1944.

By 387th Bombardment Group, 98th guwixt Bambsrdment Ting,
IXth Bombardment Division(M), Nintk Air Force.

1. Formation for 25 Dec. 44, 387tk BG.
(Bibl. #2)

Green Flight: Records did not identify the following &s to

rank and given names:
Lead A/C---Pilot /nderson, Bombardier Shennon, in 4/C #68..

Other A/C--- Pilots Mueller, Missimer in #880,§700; and
probably Patterson in #717, inetead of Moffett of #899.

Briefing at 1300; Takeeff £t 1.32.

II. Interrogation Form of 387th BG, 25 Dec.
(Bibl. #2)

The flight lead by And rson app2&red to heve baen composed f
Anderson, Mueller, Missimer, Patterson. Tookoff :t 1432; Terget wes
St. Vith; Dute 25 Dec. Flight dropped ‘i::‘x 250 on the target. BORN was

noted &s & locality.

IIT. IXtt BD, Photo Interpretation(First Prase Irter.)
{Bibl. #2)

Report by lst Lt. Ben Mann, Photo Interetstion Offic:r, of

398th BG(98th B¥g) opereations of 25 Dec.
Terget briefed and hit---ct. Vitk. A/C attecking--30.

Drop &t 1605. Activity at target: "Target srea completely enveloped
by smoke, muking identification of target on their he:ding extremely

difficull.

Results of bombing: Box I, Hlight A. Anderson=Shannon.
PNB(Primary Not Bombed). "Anperent misidentificetion of target es prim:ry
wes completely enveloped by smoke. Hits in town of Malmedy

approx. 10-3/4, mi. N.". of primary."
Blights B end C of Box I ettacked St. Vitk.

Box II, rot involved in Melmedy. Flight

A, Morse-Britton bombed Rocherat by misteke, inst:&d of St. Vith, e¢m
ttat incident was that referred to in tre Listory(Dacember) of the

387th BG.(Bibl.f1)
IV. "Unsatisfectory Bombing Report.”
(Bibl. #2)

For 387th BG, Mission of 25 Dec. 44 to ST. VITH. Issuing orgenization
wgs nrot identified, but it was likel; tte W Unsigned; undeated.
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Box I, Flight A, Pilot /nderson, Bombardier Sharnon.
Viml Bo"bm- R.mt'l PM|
"Ressons for _2 Bombing or Failure to Attack Primery:
"Bombsrdier misidentified target. Bombed towm of
Malmedy, 12 miles iNT of St. Vith., Bombaridsr snd Kavigator were
botr positive they ware on briefed target. 'Ges' hox was not working
well but operator obtaipned svpposedly acourate fix on course 3 minutes
from BRP. This fix ocorresponded exactly with bombardier's visual
obgorvation end no douft existed as to his correct position. Bnow
cover and reze mede pin point navigation M fficult. 1] deteils
corcarning error not yet coordirated.t

| oL Y
V. Group's OPFLAT, 25 Dec.
(Bibl.§2)

No mentiorn of Melm~dy mistake. Report moruld give impression
the primery had been bombed as briefed, witl. certain exoeptions.

One fligkt of 4 a/c may have bombad Born P-850940.
V1. Overlay of Mission, by 387th BG.

(B4bl.#3)
TOT, 1600; sltituds 12,500; “esather Kil clouds,¥if. 5 mi.

Route flown

3t. Vith

Briefed Route
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VII. IXth BD, Mission Summary(Afternoon), 25Dec. 44.
Dated 26 Dec. 44, as to Field Order #683

[B1M1.#3,44)
"St. Yitk (Pefended Viilag.)

387 BG: 36 «/o dispstoled, 26 dropping 426 x 250 GP on and in
vicirity of primary. ...

Tew

i
The leader of ore flight misidertified primary. Thie &/c

plus 3 other dropred 64 x 250 GP et Melmedy - friendly terr:tory.
Bombardier ard navigator believad they wer synchronized on primery.
'Gee' opars tor obtained fix 3 minutes from BRP wich correspondad
witk visual observation. Srow cover ind huze made pinpoint

n:vigation difficult.

Box I - Bligh. A. P.}/.B. ’rpsrent misidertificetion of
terget a8’ primary wes completely enveloped by smoke. Fits in town
of Malmedy approcimetely 10 3/4 miles N¥ of primary.

Qther <. Vith Attecks.

/7

194tk BG dispaiched 39 u/c, but none bombad.

Failures to Bomb.
GP  A/C Classific:tion Reason.
387 1K/C Persorrel "Leader misidentified primary,
dropp ng &t Malmady - friendly
territory.”

387tk camnras operating 100§.
JEATI ER: Nil @louds. Visibility 3-4 miles plane to grourd.
VIII. IXth BD. Mdssion Report(15 iinute Report’

(B bl. #3)

3874 BG: 36 A/C; TOT 1500; Bomb:d primery; Deviation
from route, etc. === "=850940 bombod by 1 flight.*

IX. Eightk Adir Force.
(Bibl. #5)

Ko indie: tion found among records.
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