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200,6 - Fitchell, Elmer (MX) (Enl)
‘SUBJECT: Eecommendation For Award.

70 : Comzending Censrsl, Ninth United States Army, AFO 339, US Army.
{Through Chennels)

vmmmﬁmammmmmsa,
United States Army, it is recommended that the *_. ting - !
swarded the following enlisted man for disting !
mmmﬁmﬂmMWomummMmamM,Me
sarving with the irmy of the tnited States,

1, Persorzl Data:

2 32563708
(488
S S - ' i
irm or Service) : . Organization)

b. Crade, £8Y, sssigneent, a.ndupécityat time of aet or service
for which award is recomnended was Technical Sergeant, 3256370K, Flatoon Sergesnt
of Compeny °F", 120th Infartyy.

{1} Techniecal Sergeant Elmer Kitchell wms lightly wounded in this
action on 23 February 1945 and has not yet returned to duty,

c. Technical Sergeant Elmer ¥itchell wes swerded the Bronze Star by
Ceneral Order Fusber 7., Headguerters 30th Infentry Division, dated & Aprdil 1945,

d. HNo decoration has previously been ewerded for this sci or service,
mrmmsmmwummmmmmmmrmm
award on the basis of this or related sets.

* . The emtire service of Technical Sergesnt Elmer Kitchell, since the
rtnﬁitiano*’thaéndarmouponﬁamm recomnandation is besed, has
been honorable,

f. Entered military service from kmﬁton, New Jersey,-

£ Nearest relstive is wife, Mmy Eitchell,; Thompson Boad, ronea,
tew Jersey.,

2. General Data:

2. The officer recommernxiing this awerd has personal imowledge of
the act uron whiech this recomendstion 1s based,
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b. This recosmmendation 1s not supported by oi.icial records,
3+ Speeific Data:
B mmormmmanml%s.

b. The action wes located in the rlerer Wald, northwest of Selhausen,
Germany. _

¢. (1) The terrein was characterised as flat with dense woods and
river in immediate vicinity. Hostile observation was poor, The ememy employed
mortar fire and entipersonnel mines,

(2) Vislbility was poor; time of day, U3%. Atzospheric conditions,
elser and cool,

{3) The enemy was locabted in conceasled positions in the town of
Selhausen, Ceruany.

{(4) The morale of ocur troops was good considering the hardahipa
encountiered, Iinenmy morals, good,

(5) ﬂﬁmlﬁasmmimdbycmﬂ@?',&sinmm.
aree in the woods and 7 in the attack on the towm of Selhevsen, which was 36,18
of its foxhole strength of 1lihk., Enemy troops, heavy.

{6} After pushing zcroas the Roer River, the men of Compsny F°
encoantered a heavily wooded area sown with antipersomnel mines which inflicted
meny casupaltiep on the compeny and threstened io hall the entire advance, In
extreme peril of his life, Technical Sergeant iitehell after being wounded picked
his way through e sese of trip wires and over antipersormel mines in order to
lead his platoon safely through the woods, Beecause of his perilous position at
the head of his platoon, he was severely wounded a second time by an exploding
mine bhut continued forward and brought his sen through the woods in time for the
ettack upon the town of Solhmsen.

") e e

&trgemtslunr(m:l) Eitchell, while serving with
wmnrmmmmm,wmmuwmm&mrymmmm
connsction with military operstions ageinst en armed enemy., On 23 February 1945,
et approxdeately 0330; Compsny F", 120tk Infantry, launched an attack across the
roer River with the mission of selzing the town of Selhausen, Cermany, sboul 850
yerds southeast of the crossing site. It was necessary for the compsny to advance
in & southeasterly direction through the dense woods of the fierer Tald, using the
concsalsent of the forest to aprroach the line of departure mhich wes about 5O
yards away. The attacking forces entered the woods before deybresk., ilthoukh ths
night wes clear, little light penctrated the deep woods. The weather wea cool,.
Only after entering the thick woods did the trvops becoms aware of ihe pumerocus
antipersonnel mines wiih which the eneny covered the entire area, ¥ithin the
Mtnaﬁmmmunmmw atm,&imlﬁummﬂm.
&8 a yesult of the exploding mine In the mﬁmdtht'mti’mshﬂﬂeh
"Fe Company ressed; an ares some yerds wide by 30 yards long it wes estinated
that et leest 500 mines had been planted, Nany of j )
forming & network so as to detonste a whole -
lLater the ssme morning 150 undetected mines were resoved from the route through
which tidls company passed., The enesy, slerted by the explosions of the mines
begen to pound the ares with heavy mortar fire., The platoon leader of the 3rd
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Phtmnmamngmriﬂkteboammhmbsfwtmam.
T/8st Titchell was also wounded st this time, It was immedistely apperemt that
momzimazmmmm,mdweuwwmm
troors who were almost panie stricken by the sounds of ihe exploding mines and
morter shells, the cries of the wounded and the fear of hidder dangere which lay
aeross their route of sdvance, Quickly sising up the situation and disregarding
his wound, 7/Szt Kitehell immediately assumed commend of his platoon. Although
his men were scatiered and badly ¢isorganized because they hied not ell esberked
a2t the sane time or at the same pleee on the shore, he carefully made his way in
the darimess {lwough the mined snd shelled area, gathered his men and orgenised
them %o continus thelr sdvence to the line of departure. His calm and efficient
menner cuickly instilled confidence in the badly sheken mem, znd in 2 short time
he moved the platoon into the woods towards Selhausen., Carefully sdvaneing in
the darimess through the forest he succeeded in taking his plateon through half
- of the trescherous area., idwmy through, more mines and trip wires were encouniered
end /5% ditchell was again wounded, this time much more severely. Naverthelesa he
emﬂmmtoluﬂhisplatmnmﬂilhmﬂmﬁtmlwadm Ey courzgeocus-
1y leading his platoon through the heavily mined forest, after he had been twice
woundad, T/5¢t Kitehell brought his men to the line of departure in time for the
attack, Decauss of the heavy casualiies inflicted by the mines in the Fierer Wald,
his platoon played an extremely important role in the ensuing attack becanse it
furnished the necessary (ire power for the troops s they suecessfully sdvanced
on Selhaugen,

B, P, TURLUE
Colenel - 120th Infantry
Conesnding

§ Incls: '
1l - Certificate of lst Lieutenant Stoner
2 = Certifiecate of 1st Lieutenant Terry
3 - Affidevit of 2ergeanmt Vore
4 = pffidevit of ;rint.a First Claaa ieloy
5 = sSizetoh of setion



AFFIDAVIZE - ‘E’

ihen we crossed the Hoer Hiver oa 23 February 1945 at
0330, T/Sgt Elmer Kitehell, 3rd platoon sergeant, was inm
charge of three alligators. Our platoon leader was a new man
and had only been with us for about three days. There was a lot
of shelling on the bank of the river, and when we got oa the
other side this shelling,with the darkness, made it difficulit
to organize the men. T/Sgt Kitchell, knowing every man in
the outfit, took over the respounsibility and really got things
going. Ve hadn't gone more thaa 15 yards into the woods, which
practically came up to the bank of the river, when we ran
into mines. The platoon leader lost nis leg and T/Sgt Kitehell
was wounded somewhere in the wrist, or arm, I believe. He told
us to keep going though, because we had to make the LD oa the
other side of the woods on time. He continued in the lead feeling
for trip wires, and when we got about halfway into the woods
someone behind us set off a mine, which knocked me off my feet
and wounded T/Sgt Kitehell pretty badly in the hip. Even though
he was hurt bad, he got up off the ground and told us to keep
moving. Hines kept going off behind us. I guess the fellows
were confused and weren't careful about stepping over the wires
vhen they were pointed out to them. Then, too, it was dark
and almost anything could happen. T/Sgt Kitchell kept goiag
until we were about 3/4 throuzgh the woods and then he collapsed
from loss of blood. Then we left him behind, he kept saying
we had to go on. Ve started out with 38 to 40 men and ended
up with 12 when we got to the ID. If it hadn't been for T/Sgt
Kitchell, I don’t think any of us would have got there. I

witnessed this action.
WM%

FRANK H. VORE, JR., 386353941
Sgt, Co ¥ = 120th Infantry

Sworn and sudseribed to before me
this lst day of Juzne 1945.

Mo L Tpdeer
? L. JACKSOSE

captain - Infantry
Summary Courts Officer
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6 March 1945

On 23 February 1945, the 2nd Battalion, 120th Infantry
was committed in an attack. PFart of the Battalion attack plan called for
Company F of this organization to cross the Roer River at approximately
07.7-52.7 and, procsedinz in an easterly dirsction, enter tlhrs woods located
to the south of Krauthausen, Germany.. The company was then to swing to the
right and, vsing the woods as a covared approach, move to thes line of
departure which was ths southwestern sdzs of ths woods (08.2-52.7). At
H-hour, the company was to move out from the lins of departure and sttack
the town of 3slhaussn, Fermany, that was approximately 350 yards away.. Ths
crossing of the Roer River was to be made during ths hours of darkness with
the assistance of rubber and wooden boats and with craft known as allizators.
This crossing was exceptionally difficult and hazardous due 1o thes fact that
ths men were not woo well experienced in the handling of the craft,.ths
awollsn swift waters of the river, plus the fact that it was dark and the
enemy was harassing the arsa with mortar fire. Ths attack jumped off at
H-hour and ths crossing of the river was negotiated with some slizht difficulty.
APter the troops of Company f regched the other side they procesdsd in an
easterly direction in corder to enter thewooded area that was to bes part cf
their coversd route of aporoach. The ensmy had foressen such an advance and
had very heavily mined and booby trapped this woods. &s the forward elensnts
of Company F reachsd the woods, the booby traps and mines were set off by
the unsuspecting troops,. These mines and booby traps caused severe casualties
among the personnel of Company F. Among the first to be wounded by the
fragments of the booby traps was the platoon legder of the 3rd platoon..
T/5gt Elmer Kitchell, who was at the tine gcting in the capacity of platoon
sergeant, sszeing the platoon legder hit, sized up the situation and
immediately took the necessary quick and ageressive action. Disregarding
his own personal safely and the fact that the area in which he was located vas
extremsly treacherous to walk about in, hs neverthelsss began quick and
e?ficisnt reorganization of the near panicky platoon. ne enemy during this
tine was dropping mortar fire in ths vicinity which added to the hazards that
T/3gt Kitchell had to work undsr. Tzt Kitchell succesded in successfully
getting his platoon organized and, takinse over the job of platoon lsader, led
them forward in the continuance of ths attack. It was not known until later
that T/5gt Kitchell performed this reorgenization while he wae wounded. The
same® booby trap that woundsd the platoqn leader also wounded the Sergsant,
but he male no =ention of the fact ani carrisd on in the platoon leader's
place. After the reorganization had been accomplished, T/8zt Kitchsll
personally led the platoon in a southwesterly direction through the woods
toward the line of departure. As the Sergsant was ths foremost man of the
prlatoon and as he approached the line 0f dsparture, wore booby traps were
detonated by the troons in the darknsss. OShrapnel from one of these traps
succeedsd in azain hitting the Serzeant, this time seversly. The Sergsant
warmted Yo carry on, but afier being wounded twics, he was ordsred by his
supsriors to be evacuated. It was ths courazeous and hsroic action on
the part of T/Sgt Kitchell that without a doubt brought his platoon forward
when the advance threstensd to bogz down and succseded in bringing them up




CERTIFICATE - @

(continued )

where they were vitally needed in the attack upon the company's objective.
This platoon later played an important part in the compeny's successful
operation againet the assigned objective.. I was an eyewitness to the above
action..

/8/ George W. Terry

/%/ GECRGE W. TERRY
let 1t - Infantry
Executive Officer
Company F, 120th Infantry

Sworn and subscribsd to bsfore me on
this 6th day of March 1945, at aFC 30,

/¢/ Harry L Jackson

/t/ HARRY L JAGKSON
Captain - Infantry
Summary Courts Officer

THIS IS & CERTIFIZD TRUE COFY

ﬁmn}w

Captain - Infantry
Summry Courts Officer
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"1 was one of the 12 men ocut . .of our plateoon that got ¢0
the Ll after golng through the mined woods between the Hoer
River and Selhausen, Germany, on 23 February 18245. T/Sgt
gitehell was wounded by shrapnel from & mine after we hal gone
about 15 yards into the woods. This same mine Plew the leg
off our platoon leader. Our morale wmas pretty low, when we
say what we were ur azainst, but T/Sgt Kitehell, althouzh he
was wounded, knew that we had to keep soiny and he teld us
to Xeep wovinr acd wouldn't let us bog down, LDe took the lead
and was doing all right until we got about half-way iato the
woods, Then someone behind us set off a mine. I got a srall
plece of shrapnel in my body, but nothing to worry about. T/Sgt
Eltchell though was badly hit in the kip. Despite the pain of
thlis wound and the shock of the explosion, he kept right on
goln; and inspired the rest of us, although some of us were
wounded in minor ways, to go with hiz, He had to drop out .
finally vecause h: 7ot toc weak from loss of blood, but he kept
telling us that we had to fianish the attack before daybreak,
wverytime a nine went off behind us, it seemed like it ot four
cr five men. #e had only 12 left whea we got to the Li. Those
wouldn't have gotten there if it hadn't been for the inspiring
leadershi; of T/5 t Hitchell. I witnessed this action.

gyihoin € Mloy

IRLVIS E. BCCCY, 33875878
Pfe, Co F = 120th Infantry

oworn and subseribed to before me
this lst day of June 1945.

(1) Lo JACKSUH
captain - Infaniry
Jusmary Courts OUfficer

Horg L Sk ore
ke



LCAZE | @

SERZI L

After the 2nd Battalion, 120th Infantry, had captiured
Selhausen, Germany, on 23 February 1945, I took a squad of men
at about 1200 in the morainr to clear a path through the
antipersonﬁsl mines in the woods between the town and the

ioer HRlver. There were many wounded men 8iill lying in the
wpods and it Was neocessary to clear emough of the mines 80

that the wounded could be safely evacuated. iy men not only
cleared this path, but helped some medics in removing the
wounded., In the area in which we worked--a sector which
maasured about 200 by 300 yards and through which Company F
" had passed earlier that morailag in the attack oz Selhausep——
we dimarmed and removed about 150 mines. When the troops of
company F had goune through this part of the woods, thaavh,
they had set off a great number of these mines., I would
estimate that there were originally a total of about 500
mines 1n this area. Illany of them were arranged so that when
one went off several others were detonated at the same time.
These mines were made of concrete with steel casincs., The

trip wires were stratched parallel t5 the river line, and
were set ocut in sush a way as to create a net, which made it
impossible to walk thrﬁu*h the woods on & straight line without
runniag 1nto one of them. Ve also found two piles of nines,
with about 100 in each plle. The Germans avidently hada't
gotten aruunﬁ to plaanting them yet.

-

ROBERT H. STOBER
ist Lt, Co ¥ = 120th Inf

Swors and subscoribed to helfore me
this 4th day of June 1945,

ety ooy
. captain - Infantry

Sumsary Courts Officer



