Exploiting of New Breach Watched Now as the Test

By DREW MIDDLETON

By Wireless to The New York Times.

WITH THE AMERICAN FIRST ARMY, Near Uebach, Germany, Oct. 3 – Uebach, a neat group of houses surmounted by tin steeples now black against the gray evening sky, has been stormed by American infantry. This whole sector of the offensive in the Rimburg – Palenberg area is grinding steadily forward, and what is officially described as a “definite break-through” of the Siegfried Line has been made around Uebach.
Hundreds of guns opened this morning’s dawn attack as the offensive, which started on a relatively small front yesterday, entered its second day on a more extended front with a greater number of troops involved. By dusk, when a cold rain swept across the battlefield, the troops in this sector had penetrated three to four miles from the jumping-off place, and in addition to capturing Uebach they had taken Palenberg and cut the road from Aachen to Muenchen-Gladbach with artillery fire. This road is the westernmost of the two main arteries supplying the city that is the center of German resistance on this army’s front.

The Germans are steadily building up the strength of their Aachen garrison, however, and it is evident that the ancient Frankish capital will be the center of the most violent battles fought in Germany since Napoleon’s day.

The pace of today’s fighting was slower than yesterday’s yet more was accomplished. The commanders of battalions and companies in the line are confident they can do “even better” tomorrow, when they will take up the job of exploiting the break-through won today.

Tomorrow will be a critical day for this thus far limited offensive. In the past we have opened breaches in the line, but failed to exploit them. Tomorrow’s fighting will indicate whether we are to be stalemated again or whether this newest thrust is to lead to something better.

The most spectacular action of this long day’s fighting was the storming of the historic castle of Rimburg, a twelfth-century structure from which German knights guarded the approaches to the Rhine Valley.

The castle and the high ground around it were held by determined German riflemen and machine-gunners. Under cover of mortar fire that kept the enemy down but did not drive him from the castle, Doughboys of rifle companies approached its ruined walls, dashed into it and cleaned the Germans out, room by room, with grenade and bayonet in a desperate hand-to-hand struggle, which was more like a battle in the time of Richard the Lion-Hearted than in the day of General Eisenhower.

Slits in Castle Smoke

For a time the old dark castle seemed to be seeping smoke from every one of the slits that forgotten masons had cut for medieval archers. Then the firing stopped and, except for a few muffled thuds of grenades, it was quiet. Long lines that had been held up by riflemen within it swept forward.

Oddly, this ancient fortress was a more difficult obstacle than many of the thirty-nine pillboxes that fell to American Doughboys today. Many of these were taken easily, for the troops that held them were mostly second-class garrison battalions, containing an amazingly high number of one-eyed soldiers.
Between four and five hundred prisoners were taken in today’s fighting, and between five and six hundreds Germans have been captured since the operation began Monday morning.

Physical disabilities of many of the prisoners should not be taken as a blanket indication that their fighting qualities or training are inferior. Some veterans twice wounded in Russia have fought with great skill and bravery. In considering reports of the weakness of the enemy, as evidenced by prisoners’ stories, it would be well to remember that prisoners sometimes tell interrogation officers what the prisoners think the officer would like to hear.

Once Rimburg castle had fallen a wave of infantry sifted forward over the fields and through the silent streets of villages, while hundreds of shells shrieked and screamed overhead to tear at the pillboxes. The overwhelming strength of the American artillery and the swiftness with which the heavy concentration could be brought to bear prevented the Germans from launching any effective counter-attack or even of moving platoons forward to reinforce the weary soldiers on the firing line.

The sight of fifty to sixty heavy shells plunging down on the German position is like watching an act of God.  This morning more than 500 shells were thrown into the little town of Beggendorf, two and a half miles northeast of Uebach. Beggendorf was the logical site for the start of the enemy counter-attack.

How Our Shells Work

The line of shells marched steadily across the town. Factories, stores and houses collapsed like toys under the pounding, and when the firing ended the town seemed to have been altered, as if by enchantment, from a collection of red brick houses to raw ruins dotted with winking fires.

The infantry on this sector this morning encountered heavier artillery and mortar fire than yesterday but under the great weight of American counter-battery fire the German artillery effort dwindled throughout the day.

Meanwhile, infantry that was pouring across three bridges and one ford over the Wurm River to reinforce  the first battalions that crossed yesterday eliminated Rimburg Castle as a defensive position, stormed pillboxes and mushroomed out into the open country beyond. 
Most of it was infantry fighting, with Doughboys methodically wiping out German machine-gun positions until they had pushed into the outskirts of Uebach by about 11 A.M..

From there they pressed on around the town to the north, pushing through the pillbox line, mopping up Germans in the field pits and systematically wiping out pillboxes. Beyond this line of pillboxes the Germans were throwing up earthworks in an effort to form yet another obstacle to the Americans. In addition, old French maps show a further string of pillboxes running north and south about four miles out of Uebach, an area that has not yet been reached by our infantry.

However, a staff officer of the First Army definitely stated that a breakthrough had been made in the Siegfried Line in this sector.

Even if a breakthrough has been made, much hard fighting lies ahead. It should be remembered that only on one sector of the comparatively small front, say three to five miles, has a great success been won and that at some cost.

The fighting was bloody around Uebach, and the infantrymen suffered from mud and the bone-chilling north wind as well as from the rifle, machine-gun and mortar fire of the enemy.

There was a stiffer fight where the Germans held the Palenberg woods east of the railroad and south of Palenberg. 

This obstinate force was finally outmaneuvered by a task force of one infantry regiment, which wheeled out of the line of march north through a gap in front opened by another unit fighting around Uebach and fell on the Germans in the woods from the rear.  With this attack from an unexpected quarter and an increase in artillery fire, the German resistance in the woods slackened, and by dusk the task force had taken Palenberg and pushed on. 
Farther north cavalry around Havert ran into trouble last night. It was driven back from the German town by brisk artillery fire, but re-formed across a small stream this morning, attacked again and retook Havert.

Still father north an armored unit on the First Army’s flank has all but surrounded Overloon, Netherland town twelve to fifteen miles southeast of Nijmegen.

