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& ; , Bo, "EW at Tessv-sur-Vire July 31, 19hh
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0o, "BU. of the 120th Tnfontfy, had moved on Division order to within 3 miles
of Tgésy—sur—Vire and held up, waiting to ha relieved by elements of the 117th
Iﬁfqnt;wn Répﬁrts receiﬁed from 30th Division Peadgusrters indiecated that the
2nd Armored Divisionfwaﬁ:ﬂeé%£iy enpaged outside of Tessv. OCo. "EY, woiting to
e relieved, snddenly received Division orders to Mh-le of£1 for Tessy, ”Sc:T%
took off," s=2id faph, freer,

There was nn artillery supnort--—the comfany simply moved off on its om,
advancing across country on a simven ro~d to within one miles of Tessy.ﬁere the
company hit high eround and immedistely became the target of enemy artillery and
mortar fire. Iis bo. “ﬁ" deployed in a defensive set-up and worked its way toward
tovm it encounteréd machine gun fire. To add to the hot fire hitting the company,
Co. "I" of the 22nd Infantry, off at the left in an assenbly area, opened up on
Co. RN by mistake, '

| It was at this %ime, as the company reached the outskirte of the town, that
it was helped by an individual exploit of one of its ovm men, Pvt. Carlos J.
Roiz., The advance stalled by an enemy machine gun nest, Pvt, Fuiz, acting as
leading scout, illed two of the enemy machine gun crew and as the other took
flight Pvt.Rviz pursued him, leaped over a hedgerow, landing squarely on his
qﬁarry'and Finished him off, toc. As one of the enemy illed by Pvt.Puiz was an
officer, it £s believed by Capht. Howard ¥, freer, CO of Co. "B" that this was of
inestimzble 2id in paving the way for Co. "RB" to slip on into the town.

As the enemy dropred back, they shot green flares and their artillery would
fire just ahead of the flares at the advencing imericenss Co, "B" responded by

placing mortar fire on the flare points and pushed its advance another 100 yards
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where it again was stopped by heavy firghfrom an AT g firing down the road.

Again, another individual act cleared the way when Tvt. Lonnie M. CGroves, armed

1

wriew in the field with Capt. Howard W. freer, 00 Co. "BY, in vie fuest,iug.26,




He
with a rifle grenade, crawled down a hedgerow, and knocked Xhm outd AT gun., The

enemy pulled out now from the immediate front and Co. "B" pushed on another %
mile into town, still receiving heavy artillery fire. Then, at !0??';8, as it ad-
vanced into the town itself, in the words of Capt. Greer, "we got fire from

, everywhere," (i& prisoner taken in the vicinity reported that an engineering

J company originally holding the town had been reinforced by two SS companies which

{ had just arrived and which, according to the prisoner, had 16 machine guns_;_f

Co. "B" continued its drive into Tessy by sending two platoons down the main
road and the weapons platoon down another., The troops driving into town by the
main road used two deployed squads, with the other platoon deployed to the left,
and worked from house to house with rifles, bazookas, and grenades. An enemy
halftrack towing an 88 attempted to open fire on the advancing American troops,
but Pvt. Francis L. Kimmel knocked it out with a BAR. An armored car with an
AA gun was encountered also and knocked out with rifle grenades.

It had been supposed by Capt. Greer, based on his information from Division
Headquarters, that the 2nd Armored Division was in the town and the mission of
his company was to occupy roadblocks. But as Co. "B" fought from house to
house, they realized that the 2nd Armored could not possibly be in town because

| of the intensity of eneay fire that was being encounteredo|However, Capt.Greer's
/ force continued to push the enemy back teward the river, until a counterattack,
| supported by 88s and mortars from the high ground across the river, not only
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u stopped Co. "BY, but shoved it nearly % out of town.

, shoved-beck into some gardens and ditches :r;*thz;i:ige of town, but here they

" braced, dug-in, and held, although completely pimned down here~em—the-morthern
‘ehd-of-vowny Artillery support came to their aid and the enemy mortar positions
were shelled. Either these mortars were hit or they were "scared off", for their
fire ceased. Friendly artillery also poured # fire on the enemy machine gun
nests across the river and knocked these out. But enemy troops occupied buildings
all through Tessy, and fp’he situation for a resumption of the advance through town
remsined bad, from Go. "B's" viewpoint.|



As Co. "B" was he_ding in its defensive positions, .apt. (Greer was con-
-/'taot,ad by an officer of %' Capt. Greer told him that the situation was bad and
that he was out of contact with the rest of the battalion, because the wire
patrol had not been able to get through. Thewoﬁ‘icer believed that the
shelling in the town was too heavy for tanks to function, but finally agreed to
[ give Capt. Greer ki tanks. At Capt. Greer's order, the tanks pushed off for
tomn to take the platoon leaders to their roadblokks. Making a loop through
town, the tanks succeeded in achieving this objective ;‘g and, in addition, gave
the enemy some pause. ( "fhe teiics senld have weodss guns," said Capt. Greer,
/ "When they rolled tm;gh town they were a big morale factor for us and just
the opposite to the enemy." Men dug in at theﬁroadblocks with the tanks.After
\ dark the tanks were relieved by SP ATs.

Meanwhile the rest of the 120th Infantry had been alerted and was trying

torn, and Coe "C", which got underway at 1600 hours, ran intd the same enemy

resistance that had stalled Cos "I" of the 22nd Infantry, but finally pushed on

Capt, Greer still could not get any commumication through to the battalion.
The wire patrol had not been able to get through., An air raid shelter was found
in which one platoon was lined up, while the remainder of Co. "B" occupied a
building nearby. The wounded were evacuated by elements of the 2nd Armored
Division. Engineers had not been able to clear the mine fields. A sniper was
captured who, it was discovered upon interrogation, had 60 rounds and ordefis to
hold his positien for ten daeys. Another sniper, located in a church steeple,
was left there rather than hurt the steeple. "He didn't hurt anybody," said
Capt. Greer, |

The Germans were using "big stuff" on Co."B'S8" positions. A 150mm shell

went clear through the company CP and crashed into a wall, but, fortunately,
déu«.ozz.( ,{:é_ PR o

turned out to be a dud, 75mm fire from the tanks Aﬁi the achine guns across the

river helped to ease the situation somewhat, but Co. "B" sat btight throughout the

night. The Germans started some armor into town toward dark, but never followed



through with this threat, as XIX Corps Artillery gave the:.r road of approach such

a pound.ing that the emmy armor quit. "
L‘-
Early the nexb day, ’ohe Comam:lng General of G¥B arrived at the Co."B" CP

to ascertain the situation. Capt. Greer told him that troops could not get into

Tessy without being shot up. The CG of t;ﬂ“;'ﬂ_ras under the impression that his

armor had penetrated into town and, meeting a different version from Capt.Greer,
called the comuanding officer of the 25th Reconnaiaaamle Troop on the phone .

| and asked him whaf. time he had entered the town., The CO of the 25th Reconnaissance

Troop said that he had not entered the town at all. The misapprehension of what

force had entered Tessy and at what time was thus cleared upj

the 35th Infantry, with accompanying tanks, ouu:-d:n:mm tt._agl_:_ over
the high ground across the river. The enemy guns had displaced by the time the

tanks arrived. The deadlock broken, Tessy was thereupon occupied without further
resistance.

It is Capt. Greer's belief that the enemy meant to defend Teésy againat'
our ammor and infantry, and that the fight at this town was not a delaying action.
The death of an enemy officer at the very start of Co. "B" penetration into
town helped the company to get into town in the first place. But the SS troops
fought a last ditch battle until the tanks arrived. Capt. Greer added that the
SS troops are afraid of artillery and mortar firegaXsEs.

The situation would not have been bad, Capt. Greer thought, if the 35th
Infantry had been up on h;l: high ground across the river, The enemy, in possess:l.on/
of this vital terrain, weme able to make Tessy the hot and deadly place it
turned out to be, One of Capt.Greer's platoons suffered 17 casualties out of
32 men, another lost 8 out of 25, the machine gun section had 1 man left, the

support platoon lost 4 men and the mortar section lost 3. Co. "D* suffered
casualties alsoe.

Tessy-sur-Vire was "a big mouthful for Co, "B"."
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TRSSY-SUR-VIRE, July 31, 19LL.

Advance of Co. "B" —--m g

Roadblocks

Source and direction of enemy artillery and mortar fire,
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