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PATHS OF MEMORY - Condécourt

The bloodiest battle

If it is a place that symbolizes the region Val d'Oise, the sacrifice of Allied soldiers who died for our liberation, it is the village of Condécourt.
Located in the valley north of Aubette Meulan, about forty miles northwest of Paris, the city saw 29 August 1944, the bloodiest battle of the entire Paris region. Within hours, thirty GIs of the 30th Infantry Division are killed, there are hundreds of injured, some will not survive. The village was between two fires, suffered greatly.
   
Why this fury?


Blocked last week by German attacks against the U.S. XIX Corps must eventually forcing the encircling Paris. On 29 August, the entire Paris region is released, except where reduced Vexin cling fierce German paratroopers of the 6th division.
The 30th U.S. Division "Old Hikcory" received the mission to blow up lock Condécourt. Two regiments were engaged, the 119th and 120th the same ones who had held the salient during the Battle of Mortain in Normandy.
Facing them is the training regiment parachute 21, and cut between Longuesse Sagy with artillery and rocket launchers. The weather is rainy, the Americans may involve aviation, so it's the infantry supported by tanks which will take Condécourt.

Course
 
Knowing Condécourt strongly defended the two U.S. regiments begin to bypass the town to the west by the plateau Gaillon, and east by the valley Aubette.
From the beginning of the battle, two U.S. tanks were lost. The two battalions on the front line depleted. We must revive the attack despite the losses.
We will not rewrite the heroic story of that fateful day, let the soldiers do as they are lived.
"On the morning of August 29, at the head of the 119th Regiment, Companies E and F come to Condécourt on the hills above the coast of Sablons. They suddenly fall in a real ambush, attacked on two sides by the crossfire of machine guns and snipers hidden in the bushes nearby. Completely uncovered in the lowlands, the GIs of Captain Warren Fox threw themselves on the ground but once the barrage of mortars and artillery made the situation untenable. You have to get mortars and bring forward and get the first dead and wounded. It appealed to the support of artillery, but Lieutenant Harold Clifford, the forward observer 197th Field Artillery Battalion was wounded and loses its capacity radios.
[image: image2.jpg]» e Condécourt - Villette %
gt combats des 29 - 30 aoiit





[image: image3.png]



Death of Captain Fox

The German paratroopers attacked again arising from a sunken road amount of the village on the plateau. E Company receives from the shock and loses again in a few minutes 50% of men leaving many dead and wounded on the ground. Captain Fox instructs the rest of his men to go and take cover behind a hedge against 100 meters down the slope. Injured during the movement, his men pinned down, the Fox falls again
under the blows. Captain Warren Fox gets up and says to his men: "Fire! shoot! "Spotted at that time by the opponent, Fox is soon killed by a burst of MG, its men wounded or captured. (It is said that Fox's body was brought down near the obelisk at the prospect of Chateau de Villette) stuck in the mud, many weapons were stopped, two heavy machine guns are lost. "Lieutenant John Good men trying to reorganize its own section with extra machine guns and mortars cover finally arrived. Company "E" has lost some sixty men, Private Harvey Bates was the sole survivor of his platoon.


Meanwhile, on the other hand, the 120th regiment U.S., rising from Tessancourt, Villette arrives at a village south of Condécourt. To 15 hours in torrential rain, the 1st Battalion of Colonel Bradford is struck down with grenades, mortars and MGs. The colonel was wounded and evacuated. The Germans hold the crossroads of Maroches with anti-tank gun and machine guns, impossible to dislodge.
You have to give the artillery, the 197th regiment saturates the targets: "The batteries take as quickly as possible, the pieces begin to overheat but we did our best. "
The bombing is terrible, shooting is set to befall every five feet, like a curtain devastating raking the area. Condécourt is on fire, burning barns, farms and houses collapsed in the explosions, the station is destroyed, clouds of dust and smoke rising into the sky threatening. Residents are holed up in basements and cellars, and only a reckless, young Genevieve Dauvergne was killed. The Paras German-made fast to put away too, Hauptmann Karl Schulze leader of the 3rd Battalion moved into a cellar of the farm where Béhot lay dead, four soldiers. - 21 hours, the cons-attack has ceased, the 197th artillery fired over 900 shells in an hour, nearly thirteen tons of metal!
The situation for the inhabitants quickly becomes hellish, Mr. Huard said: "It is that time of the SS who occupy my farm (confusion with the paratroopers, nes) Fifty guys very angry that I shouted:" you in the cellar! "With the six members of the family is descended to the shelter, then was the bombardment, a shell fell nearby, we were overwhelmed and suffocated by the smoke, the fighting took place all around, I saw Germans throw grenades on the other side of the wall, the house caught fire and the fire spread to my barn that was completely burned. "

The truce

The GI's still trying to infiltrate the village. The Germans let them go for the best surprise. A section of the Company "C" arrived in the farmyard Fouque, unaware that the Germans are hidden in the straw of a barn. The section is surprised and captured with the transmitter. While the bulk of U.S. forces is stopped before the Maroches and on the plateau, Individual matches are held in the village from one house to another. Nurses on both sides are overworked, the wounded come from all sides. We must do something to neutralize one sector and save the wounded. We waved white flags, they want to negotiate. Two American officers and German consult, it was decided to stop fighting for one hour. The wounded were looked like the church square in the guise of the Red Cross, the two nurses are busy side by side to bring them together and treat them. Soon the church square is covered with stretchers. Most affected were evacuated to the dressing station American Chateau de Villette. German side, the Leutnant Heinz Bliss remembers being escorted American casualties to the dressing station of the chateau de Vigny.


The battle will continue into the night. On the morning of August 30 is accrued losses:

Among the American dead of the 119th, there is: The Warren Fox Captain Commander E Company, the Lieutenant Jean Spector and Richard Fite, the Sergeant Homer and William Davidson CESD, Ernest Dierks of Illinois, George Latham of Kentucky, and Thomas Hanley Maryland, Ralf Kozlowski New York and New Dewey. Those of the 120th: Sergeant Thomas McIver, Corporals Frank Risley, Bennie Bobowski, Isadore Bauernhuber and Private Joseph Miskiewicz. Condécourt dead and buried but will be repatriated to the USA: Roger Thomas, Harold Wellmann, Frank Wilkolaski; Davisch Hamer, Bion Grover. More than twenty dead Condécourt.

It has 20, but it lacks clearly impossible because, even after 65 to have numbers that are still classified "secret" ... ..
It ignores the deaths of artillery and tanks on the plateau Gaillon will know which town? Seraincourt, Condécourt, Gaillon? etc..
It takes at least 300 wounded, figure logic, how many died of wounds, "DOW" (Dead of Wounds)?

German side, there are twenty on the ground with corpses. Losses were about thirty people dead and hundreds injured. The bodies will be collected and buried outside the cemetery.
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Captain Murray Pulver back in Condécourt, at the very spot where his company suffered heavy losses.
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Full text of the battle in "The Battle of Vexin"

Tuesday 29, the German resistance to Condécourt hardens, the paratroopers put the village in a state of defense; section of Feldwebel Baaske installs its three batteries of MG including one in the steeple of the church and town hall, the intersections are mined battery of 88 rocket launchers and the Hauptmann Nebelwerfer Rapräger (Fll. Werfer Btl. 6) protect the device from the hills north of Sagy ready to intervene if necessary with spears Rockets multitube of 105 and Wurf granate 300, launched by traps placed on the sides of one or two half-tracks remaining. Anti-tank guns are willing to access the village. People see the Germans take a lot of mines in a depot of the cellars of the town hall, loaded into a van to go and have to face and in plain Meulan Gaillon face on the Hauts de Condécourt and on the track the "Banger".
Objective "P" coded "Goose Egg" by the American services, Condécourt was attacked by the 30th Division.
Colonel commanding the 119th Regiment Sutherland ordered to send his 2nd Battalion to seize the town. Gaillon advancing from the plateau, the GIs of Major McCown has already suffered losses, we have seen during the fighting and Rueil Gaillon.
The newspaper reported the 119th Infantry: While companies E and F came to Condécourt (on the hills above the coast of Sablons), they were suddenly attacked from two sides at once by the crossfire of machine guns and snipers in ambush groves nearby. Lying uncovered in the field of GI's Captain Warren Fox threw to the ground but once the shootout mortars and artillery made the situation untenable. The mortar section is still too far behind to provide effective support, Lieutenant Earl Fay and his driver the Private Robert Lorenz went immediately to fetch them and bring them forward, the way he brought three wounded Americans found next to two German dead.
Sergeant Unger forward observer mortars Company F led the shots from the front lines of E which received the shock of the attack against paratroopers. Unger was pinned down by fire from a sniper who had already hit the hip and took him to target every time he raised his head to carry out its mission to address the hazard of falling fire. Suddenly an 88 exploded about ten yards ahead, Unger heavily concussed and bloody refused to be evacuated despite his injuries.
Lieutenant Harold Clifford forward observer of the 197th Field Artillery Battalion had lost his means radios, he went to join the men of E Company to try to use their radio, but found himself paralyzed by sniper fire that prevented him from making the slightest movement. Wounded during the attack, the adversary reaching two hundred meters from his position, it is recovered by nurses. Clifford will have saved its fire plans that will inform his replacement.

Another account says: At 21 pm 40 a hundred Paras arising from a barn, burst over the men of Company "E" that all officers are reported missing or captured. It was at that Condécourt was wounded on Rush Private Garland Hall. While E Company led the attack unopposed down a hill at 300 meters from the village, the men fell into an ambush crossfire of machine guns from the woods on their left (probably Wood Horsetail) . They were uncovered in the field and the Germans began to pour in the shot mortars and artillery. Finally after losing 60 men, the rest of the company, enjoying the support of mortars withdrew from this predicament. The "E" decimated, was replaced by the "I" in 21 hours. Rush Hall during the action was shot in the face by a sniper shooting. Treated soon after and decorated by General Hobbs rehired but pursued by an inexorable fate, Garland Rush Hall was killed at the end of the campaign.
The newspaper of the 119th continues: Lieutenant John Goods tried to reorganize the men of his section with extra machine guns. The Private Harvey Bates was the sole survivor of his platoon, he managed to destroy two MG nests and using a gun hippotractée. The IG's Harold Gilbert remained at his post-gunner during the attack causing the enemy heavy losses before being killed himself.
Sergeant Charles Curtis had found an excellent observation post in a barn where he directed the firing of his guns and heavy artillery, especially those who ended up with the mortar attack to break the paratroopers.
Curtis still managed to save some of his wounded comrades going to recover with a jeep under enemy fire.

German side, the observer Leutnant Heinz Bliss artillery paratroopers recalled: "On 29 the morning, Americans from Rueil and Gaillon, with two infantry battalions, attacked our positions and camouflaged to Longuesse Condécourt with a ideal field of fire on the edge of the plateau. Fighter-bombers and spotter planes flew overhead. To direct their fire, an aircraft launched strips of tinfoil on the second battery, so as to highlight our position and, thanks to radar, to guide their shots. An artillery barrage fell on the battery, without damage to men, the fact that Hauptmann Jenkel to shelter his troops, but two rooms were damaged. Leutnant Hans was buried in a hole and could be released without injury.
The Americans attacked again in the afternoon with tanks, they were repulsed leaving three tanks burn before our positions (likely, or tanks Gaillon with that of the distillery?) The answer was not long in coming the form of a rolling barrage of artillery across the sector.
Condécourt in the situation for residents quickly becomes hellish, Mr. Huard said: "It is that time of the SS who occupy my farm (confusion with the paratroopers, nes) Fifty guys very angry that I cry," you in the cellar! "With the six members of the family is descended to the shelter, then was the bombardment, a shell fell nearby, we were overwhelmed and suffocated by the smoke, the fighting took place all around, I saw Germans throw grenades on the other side of the wall, the house caught fire and the fire spread to my barn that was completely burned. "
A Sagy Grand Mesnil, home of the Routier family was requisitioned by the staff of Colonel Herrmann, while the father is in custody, we just look for the mother to feed the officers, children worried accompanies it. Once filled, one of the officers goes upstairs and down again with a new nurse held it offers in compensation to Ms. Routier. On the table a field telephone, an officer picks up the phone, the crank actuates booster and gives some short orders; soon artillery batteries opened fire rolling meet U.S. troops. The Road to return quickly to the shelter looking to pass a column of paratroopers in battle dress, impressed by the faces gone black and fierce determination, ready to walk by the order.

Leutnant Ernst Könnecke is under fire from mortars around the west of the difficulty in putting Condécourt 119th Infantry Colonel Sutherland. The 1st Battalion of the 120th Regiment of Lieutenant-Colonel William Bradford, who had cleaned the day before Meulan arrived as reinforcements. All the area is mined, the tops Condécourt and the Railway "Banger" The American tanks from the plateau Gaillon turn around noting the presence of mines and then try to bypass the town to the north. A section of the Company "C" s attempts to infiltrate, arriving in the farmyard Fouque, Germans concealed in the straw of a barn surprise them and make them prisoners with their transmitter. To 15 hours in torrential rain, the 1st Battalion of Colonel Bradford appearing before Villette.
Kenneth Parker of B Company, remembers: "At La Villette, in response to enemy fire, our 81mm mortars are rapidly heading in the gardens and courtyards; jeeps ambulances come and go. While an artillery barrage fell before us, a Parisian with some education and speak excellent English engaged in conversation with us, the Germans are finished he said, they know they have lost, he located a group of Germans who had taken refuge in a strong cellar during the bombing of the previous night. He informed us that the fire had affected the church and the steeple, and the conversation ended when we received orders to advance, the men picked up their package during the order that reverberated across the board. The enemy artillery continued to pound the ground as we moved slowly. "

German side, people who do not know where to turn away, see the paratroopers battalion Schulze mount reinforcement, forty fellows cumbersome in battle gear, his face turns black, perched on board a large vehicle half track go online. Inquiries, identity checks, threats of execution. Heavy fighting undertake around Chateau de Villette defended by the 16th Company of Leutnant Karnitschnigg some Paras in sniping roost on trees, Obergefreiter Schiede Julius was killed in the park. Americans are soon hooked and suffer losses, Colonel Bradford was injured early in the engagement. The village was evacuated, people go to take refuge in the quarry. Captain Williamsson who took command of the battalion, sent his men by the old road Meulan along the east wall of the castle park. Again the GI's are rejected, a cannon stationed at the intersection of the cross Maroches holds up under fire, already four Americans were killed path-breaking peaks. The increase is blocked: this is, it seems, that we must place the weapon made by Lieutenant Mosby will succeed in destroying the barrel with some well placed grenades. Testard Michael recalls: "Me going there after the fighting, the gun appeared intact, but the Germans 3 or 4 gunners lay dead shredded by shrapnel, it seemed that he had fought with knives." Once this intersection neutralized, the Fallschirmjäger entrench themselves in the Manor Maroches they are a bastion of fiery ensuing dogfights while making a few tens of casualties on both sides.
C Company was hard-won street hollow Aubette found himself stopped at the village.
The weather is bad, not to involve aviation, Colonel of the 119th Regiment Sutherland leader then ordered the shelling of the town to the death. The German artillery paratroopers of Hauptmann Jenkel is no exception, there is then an exchange of gunfire between the German batteries Fsch.Art. Rgt.4. Sagy to U.S. and parts of the 197th FAB Colonel Seawright Gaillonnet in position. In one hour, the U.S. artillery will shoot about 1,200 rounds and soon ran out of ammunition, must go to replenish the batteries nearby. The tanks of the 743rd Tank Battalion are also part.
At 7:40 p.m. the 197th report states: "Following the attacks-cons, we saturate the target, pull the batteries as quickly as possible, the pieces begin to overheat, but we did our best. In the words of one observer: "We're knocking the P. ... out of them" (they put the package above) despite all our infantry back. "
- 21 hours, the cons-attack has ceased, the 197th artillery fired over 900 shells in an hour, nearly thirteen tons of metal! It is reported that Lieutenant Clifford forward observer was hit but was not evacuated, information that will be contradicted.
The bombing is terrible, shooting is set to befall every five feet, like a curtain devastating raking the area. Condécourt is on fire, burning barns, farms and houses collapsed in the explosions, the station is destroyed, clouds of dust and smoke rising into the sky threatening. Residents are holed up in basements and cellars, and only a reckless, young Genevieve Dauvergne was killed. The Paras have been fast-to shelter, too, Hauptmann Karl Schulze leader of the 3rd Battalion moved into a cellar of the farm where Béhot lay dead, four Fallschirmjäger.
Kenneth Parker wrote: "The situation worsened when rain began to fall in torrents and the bombing enemy grew louder, not to direct our fire, we fell back on a hill in a clump of trees. When the rain stopped, we could observe the entire battlefield as in a diorama, our artillery fired on another front to the east, an observation aircraft circling looking for his victims. Forms dark green elongated field reported the first loss of cons-attack. One of our artillery observer arrived with his "radio" and began to adjust the firing of its battery by targeting the steeple of the church, passing shots went over our heads and then he shouted: "That's all "
Even his "radio" seemed disgusted, it was thought he could at least be drawn on the ground held by the Germans, it was realized immediately that this task was reserved for the corps artillery began a bombardment unprecedented in the industry.
For a few minutes volleys of shells came whistling then swooped exploded causing massive bundles over the trees and the village in the bowl. Someone shouted: "Our third section is downstairs with C Company! "Cried another very existed:" Look, there are guys who come to us! "By pointing to the fields. Nearly a dozen GI's marched in column to the middle of the field. "They have their hands on their heads, they have more weapons," said another GI who was watching with binoculars. Two Germans were coming in their direction, what had happened? Maybe guys have been cut off from their lines by our own barrage and then they were isolated and helpless. Perhaps the Germans also made us prisoners not knowing how to keep them secure in such conditions? "

The progression of the 120th being stopped before the Maroches, the 119th regiment continued the offensive by attacking from the west from the plateau of La Beauce: fighting in the woods of Oyot Poirier, paratroopers die on the edge in their positions, the one of them severed leg, managed to crawl a few feet before succumbing. Americans also died broke in plain Genetet by machine guns and mortars, which we will find the corpses in the bomb craters. Bursting through the town is trying to infiltrate the 120th Chardronville by the troop assault progresses to Hauptmann Schulze PC located in the farmhouse at the crossroads and Avernes Sagy. The street is guarded by gunmen ambushed from behind Panzerfaust porches; Schulze emerges by launching an attack against enveloping observation officer of the 2nd battery was severely wounded, Oberleutnant Bliss is named to replace him with his radio . En route to the PC of the 3rd Battalion, aboard a BMW 750, they fall right in the bombing and must take cover in the ditch, the bike is turned into scrap, but the radio is saved. They eventually find refuge in a barn Schulze. Just arrived, the Americans attacked from three sides. Bliss ordered a volley off the 2nd battery of mortars Leutnant Könnecke installed at the exit on the road Longuesse into action and the guns of Feldwebel Baaske; the GIs left behind, leaving dead and wounded. About 18 wounded Americans were relieved by the Germans and taken to the dressing station of the farm of Castle Vigny for treatment.
 

VILLETTE

On 29 August, the 1st Battalion 120th Regiment Lieutenant-Colonel Bradford, had been sent to reinforce the 119th in trouble before Condécourt.
Kenneth Parker wrote: "The battle for Villette was the last serious commitment that we were on French territory. Arriving near the castle they heard strange noises coming from the sheets for shelter and soon appeared a few GI's who had just escaped from prison to join us on the pitch and then they went quickly back . Our column down into the valley and walked along the wall of the castle park. "
The history of the 120th reports: Faced Villette, the company "C" suffered heavy losses due to repeated attacks against parachutists in the afternoon and at night. 1st Lt. James Mosby was able to direct his men helpless before the determination of the enemy supported by heavy artillery, mortars, grenades and small arms. The only way of evacuating the wounded was beaten by a gun, Lt. Mosby slipped crawling near the enemy piece, and then rises by launching three grenades in quick well placed, keeping the gun out of action and its servants. (This would be at the crossroads of the Cross on the old road Meulan, while the main track). Returning to the road, he joined the 3rd Division to 300 yards away to find the men severely harassed and demoralized, he took in hand, personally involved 18 wounded in the area that was evacuated by road it was secure. The Fallschirmjäger hold the dominant position of the Windmill, timber trees. Mosby and allowed his men to hold the ground until they are identified by the "B" Company of Captain Murray Pulver. Pulver then sends Lt. Hunn take command of both divisions of the company "C" whose officers had been wounded, he organized the defense against attacks from the flank of the enemy armed with machine guns. Lieutenant Colonel Bradford and Captain Payne, S-3 of the 1st Battalion had been wounded early in the engagement. The losses were significant on both sides, and during a lull, a German doctor came into our lines to ask for a truce and call for our nursing our wounded captured, granting them any protection. Our nurses Condécourt went to treat the injured and could reach our lines without problems.

Charles Durand Ruel refuge in the career de Villette says: "At about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, civilians living in a nearby quarry we learn that they have shaken hands with four Americans come to recognize, at 5 am Robert Faye returns from his sentry post and announced that he saw two Americans walking on the road in the distance, we do believe that in half and look, there are still Germans in the vicinity. Finally, around 6 o'clock I see with my own eyes a armored car. "



Mr Stephen Wallut of Montgeroult to almost miraculously recovered in December 1999, the trace of Captain Murray Pulver, who was head of Company B during the fight de Villette, he gives his testimony: "Check before Villette our reconnaissance patrol clashed immediately a determined resistance. The Cannon Company immediately attacked but we were soon pinned down by concentrated fire of mortars, artillery and MG; going ahead with Colonel Bradford and Captain Payne. On the outskirts of the village, we fell into a barrage of mortars, mortar damn impossible to predict where they would fall out! One was wounded all three, with Captain Colonel Payne was helping Bradford to shelter in a nearby house, he had received a deep wound above the ear and was bleeding profusely. Payne had shrapnel in the leg and arm myself who received shrapnel in his back that fortunately was curbed by my bag.
Colonel who saw them bleed to death was losing patience while waiting for rescue, we assured him that we had arranged almost unconscious but he decided to leave the shelter and went down the road swaying. Shortly after I heard the vehicle coming to pick, it was the last time I saw Colonel

.
The Cannon Company had lost two of his section chiefs, Captain Ellis Williamson who had resumed command of the battalion told me to send reinforcements immediately a section of infantry with machine guns in our fourth section. Lt. Hunn advanced with its second section and two MG Lt. Hunn I regarded as the best officer in combat that I had the pleasure of knowing, he came to support the company with its section C to strengthen the guys annihilated by this after - noon cold and rainy and everything that the enemy was sending their top.
I received a desperate call for ammunition, while the rest of my company was holding a flank position, I decided to make myself with my Liaison Sergeant and Private Belowski Adam Hall. We arrived at the front without a hitch despite the intensive bombing. The men were very happy to see us, they were just out of ammunition. It brought back many wounded, and I said to two others seriously injured, that I would return soon with stretchers to get them. I reached the aid station where I asked for help, the doctor said Captain: I do not want to send any of my men to go get killed there. "I replied firmly:" How would you react if injured in the mire, you hear someone say that? "I was so angry that I would fall on him, he passed behind the table, then ran into another room and shut the door.
I came back and threw the rest of the nurses: "I need four men, there did here who have the guts to follow me? "Then four nurses took another stretcher and followed me. Returning by the same route at the head with Sergeant Belowski, when suddenly opened fire with an MG before. Once again I jumped out of the Jeep and Sergeant plunged into the ditch on the right, and I ran like James Owens put me away in a hole in a brick wall, I discovered that I had three balls in the holes leg of my pants. Belowski Sergeant who was in good viewing position, located the gunman and shot at once. A nurse stayed with us, the others had disappeared. I loaded an injured my back while the nurse settled Belowski and the other on the stretcher.
 Subsequently the sergeant and myself reçûmes the Silver Star for our work that day. Lt. Hunn was also awarded a medal for his exemplary behavior in fire. "
As Murray has admitted on his return in August 2001, the growth of his company followed the castle wall on the old road Meulan Sagy, his men were plated by enemy fire in the right field, the German machine gun neutralized by Belowski was in the grove behind the cross and the health post in the outbuildings.
Pulver also mention that Murray had been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for destroying two German tanks, a bazooka, during the Battle of St. Lô the previous month.

As to Lieutenant James Mosby, proposed for the Silver Star, he finally received the Distinguished Service Cross rare, perhaps reminiscent of the feats of his grandfather a "hero" of the Civil War who, at the head Southerners of his Raiders, led daring attacks in the rear of the Union forces
Meanwhile the fighting continued: - 18 h.30, the 120th artillery bombarded Condécourt; the 119th running of newspaper reports: 20 hours, the 2nd battalion of tanks with a section to repel an attack-cons, at 20 pm 30 it must withdraw the tanks opened fire at 20 pm 40.
The noose is tightening around the Fallschirmjäger, they are virtually surrounded and only a thin corridor remains open to Longuesse and Sagy. A Chardronville Mr. Fouque saw the paratroopers go online to Villette, they are well equipped, machine guns and ammunition belts slung at the crossroads they tend to pass a bottle each, probably tea with rum, a gun is in position before home, everyone is shelter in the cellars, twenty people at home Rayer. An aid station treats injured at home Waringuez; Lane station an ambulance waiting in a cadaver. Shells and torpedoes on the farm, the road and surroundings.
The 12th company has suffered terribly, The Leutnant Helmut Landt, Gerd von Ochsenstein and Könnecke are injured, the dead and wounded on stretchers lined. The paratroopers are subtracted to Maroches in the City Hall and the spire of the church where the Feldwebel Karl Baaske has disposed its guns. They are interconnecting street Aubette, a section of six IM. 'S is gunned down outside the gate of the manor


Evening Kenneth Parker reports: "Just in the dark, our artillery was plowing the soil of the field where the Americans had been captured; hit a barn caught fire and lit up the sky throughout the night. It was ordered to dig positions on the slope, but it was impossible, a hard layer of limestone appeared at the foot of the surface over the white chalk reported our position even in darkness. "
Charles Durand-Ruel continues: "At 11 o'clock at night, violent blows on the door, the neighbor career promises:" I am with two Americans who want to talk to Mr Gerard "the owner of the castle. Appears a soldier clutching his rifle on the alert. I'm wary, too, has a green uniform and a funny helmet. I ask him a question and he replied with the most beautiful accent in Chicago. I asked "Have you taken o village? "He replied" No Sir, we are in the Village to the Village is yours "The tears to my eyes, I translate all the people stand with their mattresses, lamps illuminate acetylenes. The American asks: "Are They Any Jerries In The neighborhood? "Germans? I do not know. It is a bit stunned and there's plenty: Arriving from the depths of the United States in a quarry in the woods in France and find an American citizen after having climbed a cow, a pig, two goats and even a beautiful white horse , is fairly banal. Better yet, Madeleine him a famous bottle of whiskey he drinks a glass because it is soaked by the storm and shivering with cold. After half an hour he thought of his friend who is always out and gets him. One - it is a colossus with candid eyes; we quote verses from the Bible and theories on Democracy .-... We will put our prisoner, the dig, the U.S. holds out his hand, saying: "I shake hands with You Because You Have Surrendered" We're a bit speechless It is half past one in the morning. "
The company Pulver after seizing the intersection of the cross is stopped in the evening before the fanatically Maroches defended by paratroopers of the company Ochsenstein. "We spent the night along the empty streets, the Germans we constantly swinging grenades over the embankment, the gap in the morning was littered. "
During the night the inhabitants of Condécourt hear German wounded moan or call for help on the track and into the swamp. At dawn, the Fallschirmjäger evacuated Condécourt which was invested at 8 o'clock and forty prisoners, including twenty injured were taken, we shall see August 30.

August 30, 1944

Condécourt

A few miles north of Meulan Valley Aubette is not yet secure. Overnight at Condécourt, the paratroopers were attacked and-cons, August 30th at 4am, they abandoned the village, leaving twenty-three dead on the ground, wounded and dying in the marsh on the railway, the people hear them moaning all night, but the bullets are flying again, nobody can intervene and rescue. In the morning we found a sergeant wounded in the neck, he tried to stop the blood with his cap he still holds the hand .... The Obergefreiter Franz Rombach, Gerhardt Hebold, the 16th Company, were killed outside the gates of the castle. Around the park: Wilhelm Hinz, Gunther Spachowski. Deaths also: Franz Oberjager Hubmaier, Paul Simon, Tycho Marstrand, Hans Weiner of the 10th Company.
Wohlfeil Hermann, Albert Reinhardt, Ernst Spiekemann (20 years), Kurt Nickel (19 years) and Günter Sufeida the 12th Company. Lieutenants Helmut Landt, and Gerd von Ernst Könnecke Ochsenstein were injured. The only company the 12th during the fighting Meulan - Condécourt has lost 150 men killed, wounded and prisoners. Everywhere equipment, weapons, littering the ground.

Charles Durand-Ruel wrote: "At 6 h.30 Robert Gerard and I are going to Villette. The castle has not suffered new damage: the park is trashed. The locals looted the German deposits blankets, clothes, equipment, boots etc ... I look a bit bitter; an American said: "That's a big day, it's OK Let Them Have It. "(Let's make it a great day)

At 7 o'clock, Lieutenant-Colonel Quinn Deputy Commander 119th Inf. with a section of the company "I" comes to Condécourt search for the dead and missing from the previous day, he can only see the sad spectacle of dead and wounded GI's "E" which was virtually destroyed.
At 9 pm 30, Captain Murray Pulver of the 120th who spent a terrible night in besieging the Maroches under fire grenades, reports that there is more Germans, he made his junction with "F" of the 119th whose second battalion had 110 wounded, including 50 company-owned and 60 C at the "E".
 The 119th Infantry recognizes a dozen dead and 120 wounded on their side the Fallschirmjäger were 18 dead and nearly 200 wounded and prisoners, five anti-tank guns were destroyed. The Chateau de Villette and its dependencies have been seriously damaged by air attack from 27 to 16 hours. The village presents a spectacle of desolation, farms burned, the station is destroyed, corpses litter the ground.
Americans invest the town, they arrive at the farm Béhot, muddy, wet, shivering and lame, an officer said to the boss: "You're lucky, the weather is wet, otherwise the aircraft would have intervened and village was completely destroyed .... "Puzzled, Mr. Béhot to contemplate the remains of his farm already completely destroyed, riddled with shrapnel, the shed on fire and sprayed the barn collapsed on the 18 head of cattle died ... The rest of the village is in the same state. Condécourt has paid dearly for his release by making it the most common of Vexin destroyed by the fighting.
   
Among the American dead of the 119th, there is: The Warren Fox Captain Commander E Company, the Lieutenant Jean Spector and Richard Fite, the Sergeant Homer and William Davidson CESD, Ernest Dierks of Illinois, George Latham of Kentucky, and Thomas Hanley Maryland, Ralf Kozlowski New York and New Dewey. Those of the 120th: Sergeant Thomas McIver, Corporals Frank Risley, Bennie Bobowski, Isadore Bauernhuber and Private Joseph Miskiewicz. Condécourt dead and buried but will be repatriated to the USA: Roger Thomas, Harold Wellmann, Frank Wilkolaski; Davisch Hamer, Bion Grover. Nearly 25 dead Condécourt.



Excerpt from "The Battle of Vexin" by Bruno Renoult and Genevieve Havelange.




 

Oberleutnant Heinz Bliss, who witnessed the fighting Condécourt - Sagy.



   

Sagy - Chardronville
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