Like the New fear's BEv. that precedea 1it, sieuw fear's bay,
19>, vas no more noisy or festive ror the 120th Iofaatry .eg-
iment thau the previous weex .ad veen. In foxhole strong 901hts

wilich formed a semi-ciicle, suHhtlﬂu abt a iocation about 1500
Jaras southwest aid cAtealllp apglonimalely 4000 ja1ds southeast
of walmédy, selygium, Troops thouxht the snow was colder than
usual. The turkey uviuuer served at unoon tasted good, but other-
wise there was still watbtcu to Le stood, weapoas Lo be cleaned,
aud gloves to be thawed out, Lelore 1/50 when the sun set,—---
Ok out lefit were elements oi the 1st Division, own our right

“the 119%4 Iofsutry aey,imeut. The hegimeutal Command rost was
still at Beverice.

xaids aud Patrols

The enemy to our fioat was quiet; he did not make him-
self obvicus To view, noir did he throw auy but harassing fire
into our area. Though he secmed eager Lo keep us worried, he
remailned ever cautious aud made no show of power,

The nepiment wauted more imformation regarding the
uwait opposing us. It also wanted to test the defensive power
st up swainst it. with the double mission, then, of worryiag
"Jerry', and or capturing prisoners of war, a series of com-
bat patirols puicked enewy lines duriug vie iirat tho weekse
or the wouth. [.foruaclon Guese pabrols gathered was to becused
as a basis for au oiieuasive Gu reduce the German salient, al-
ready beiung hacked in its westeru eatremities.

Three hours 1.to the oew year tnoABlatoons of Com~
pany '"B" set out across the suow to captureGerman prisoners,
auu to 1uvestigave a stiong point in « house 200 yards south-
wezt Of tne poad juuction at Daughez, ia front oif Company "A".
shen the maiu body of the raidiang party had re.ched the road
junction which came to be callicd 'Five Points' for the number
of roads which couveig.ed ohere, the ten-uan point had turned
south toward vhe house. The poiut pame to wibhin 55 yards of it,
wi:en the men were fired upou. The patrol leader recoginized two
machine gulls, Oue Iirilky L.oon the house, Tlie other from a pohnt
200 jards west of it. He cespatched oue platoon to flank thLe
house from the leit, asd held the remainder of the men to keep
the atteantion of the enemy by fire. woting more movement, the
enemy poured automatic i1i.e¢ and rifle prenades om them; the pa-—
trol leader was killed. ulhile the platoon flanking the cnemy
ou his ripht uwas passiog toroupi the tiecl.s sputhwest of sSaug-
nez, some oi the men stumbled over uneven huaps in the ground.

The "unevea'humps™ were investi.ated, and by the light
of the bright moovn, «cre discovered 1o e Jhe vodiies of wpprox=—
imately 50 Americau soLGiers. They lay 1u groups, ou Top ol one
anothel awd in disoxder, gSome were shot in the heaw. 4 few of
the patrollers remembered stories of men in a Field Artillery
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Observation Bavtalion whio .ere capturew aud murdered ia a field-
near walmédy. This, then, was the site of the famous massacre,
details of .hich were later written up in Yank magazine. AC &
later date, the information wes confirmed; when the field came
into Americwi: hands, picture recordings were made of the horri-
fyine evidence of German cruelty there.

The plateoncontiaued on its mission. Koving to tvhe woods
next to the house, the, surprised acd captured a German prisoner,
a slim 120-1b. supermaa who looxked sbout 15 years old. (A Batt-
alion Comnander later wondered if he was#'t so small that he
should be "throwu back"!) word was sent to the acting patrol
leader, who ceemed that vhe patrol's mission hoad been accomplish-~
ed, and withdrew The party vack to our lines.

One man iua the patrol cuose to stay behind. Within 50
sards of eneu, punners he lay in the decp saow all night; he
mzde slight movements of his hands and feet Go keep from freer
ing, dut knowing the euemy would Le alert to movement for some
tise arter the patrol had been stirriang, he waited till daylight
vefore startiig to cieép. He made his way, almost numb, to the
man who had stayed bLeliiud To s@me, a maa #ho had been hit seriously
by machine gun fire, and Lad fallen in a ditch. He tore his snow
suit® to make bLaudages wud applied them hastily to The man's
back. Scipers noted tie movewsut Ly then, and staited to fire
occasionaily 1 nis direction. He dragged the mau ovel the snow
to Five Corners, where e fouad a wheelbarrow. He placed the
wounded man inside and wheeled tomard his own lines by a covered
route."e tried to solicit help from civiliasns; one gave him cog-
nac¢, but all ireowved Germau reprigals and turued ntm away.He reach—
ed at last a Cuapauy "A" outpost, aud procured aid there. The
wounced man was savew. The wau wiuo brousnt hia to safety vas
his ascislant sqguad leader, serpeant Herman A. Fischers

Qtaimont and"Huyer!"

OL tue 2 Jauuary w0 raidiuae pasties were plapned: Com~
Pauy "I" was briefed on atlbackine, st.ateplc ground 500 yards
southeast or COtalmont Irow the Jorth mhrough our linesg it was
to teke prisoners aud withdraw on order to our regular positions.
keauwhile Coapau, "B, szoti Armored Iniantiy Pattalion, was
to 4arive thiough Hedowoat and Paugnez for "Huyjer", the high
pround 1500 yards southwest of Laugnez. It was Lo be supyorted
by tite from the 1st Battalion, and was also to be prepared to
withdraw ou order.

4t 08%0Q oua the J January, both Compaunies moved out on
schedule. The day; was IL0pnyy 8nG observation for supporting fire
almost impossible. Coupany "I"™ met a force of only about 30 men,
who offered little resistance. The Compauy was on its objective’
and had taken three prisoners,vheun according to plan it was or~
dered at 195V to nithdraw. esistaunce proved stiffer agalnst
Company "p'", of the 526ta ammored Infantry, howevery they reach-
ed Hedomont, btut jusl veyond the Town they met witi.ering machine
wun fire which made clear—that the Geramns intended to hold "Huy-
er" at auny cost.Artiller, was light until about 1630; when Com-
pany "B"™ withdrew al that time, it 1acreased considerzbly; the
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Attacjk plans had mesuwiile been drawia up, and D—=day
nas to be waturdsy, 15 Jawuary 1945. H-hour was od00. The strat-—
eg¥ of the operatiounas a double strike, one from poth Llanks
of the neyimental zone aimed at the euemy's piopable strong-
points. From the right flank uneac jalmédy the 5rd Baballion
vas to move Torward to take "Huyer'", the high ground soutawest
01 Daug«€z, while The 2nd sattalion from weismes planned to
take the setTlement of Thiriwmont ane the hih .round south
of it, "Haussart'. Accordiayly ou the ni Lt of the 12 Jsuuary
the <nd Battalion moved To Welswes. The 18t pattaliou was to
atbacik turough thne other Jatbal.ons aiter the, had secured
thelir ovjecvlives, iU was preparea (o sedze Ligneuville.

HHu.)rcrll

On schedule &t U300 both satvaliuns struck. Deep snow
slowed the advouwclng uults, and tanks aud teaosk desbroyers were
useless. As a result tie Jrd Zattalioas toox heav, casuzlties,
Lut at MU0 had reuched its objective, aud in three hours had
consolidated ivsg deiease.

The ¢ad Battalion fouud i¥8 assigument tougher. Thi-
Timont ana thewiill behiond it were cousidered by the enemy to
be the key Fvoe the key Uo the area and he clung to them
tenaciously. Artillery, mortar, and small arms were deluged
upon the sattackers. Compaun, "G" struggled ilanto the outskirts
of Thirimont aud finally reacihe. some oi the farmhouses in
the center of the village. Just bLefore noon a hundred eneny
infantry counterattacked, but were unable to dislodge Com-~
_,_Oa-u\y rlG_'ll -

Companies "E" and "y" were unable to come to the sup-
port of Compeuy. "G'", however, siunce some pocxkets of resist-
ance which Company “G" had by-passea .ere taking a toll in
casualties from well dug in and ideally located points. At
1600 after t.king a hard pounding, Conpany G was ordered
by The xegiuwentul vomsauder to withdrsw. sefore the troops
could orgaenize for the .ithdrawal, Liowever, a cuupsuy of
infantry supporved Ly a compe of tanks counterattacked through
the intricate road-gyster of the hamlet, anu cut off some
of Company "G".Aporoximatel, U0 men .ere lost, whow later
developments indicated were taken prisouer.

weunwhile, after supporting vhe iuitial atltack by rfire,
the 1st Battalioun was 1u readiness for an attuck on Tigneuville
and had moved forward btoward Laugnesz. Because of the heavy
resistance encountered Ly the others, the 18t Bottalion did
-not contiunue onward g Luasveal Company "A" outpostea The ''Five
Points", while vompaiy, "_" was positioned in defense of Gero-
mont. At noon, the Vomwauding Qificer , 1sv Battalion, was
ordered to prepvare plaus for a uight atteck on Thirimont.
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The usesimental Comnsad Post hald wuved Liun leverce to wmoa-
Dijou iu the moruai.g and 4s oveairl, cadle ou, plané uwere completed
for the seigure of Thirimout zwuwd "'Haussast' the next day. se-
cause it had ample time o worK over Tae details of Che opera-
tion, the ‘st pattalion wad € sure that each niau «as Lhorough-—
ly orieunted and xnew hi:z exact duties.

Jhirimont

AU the dark hour of nulf after aiduight on the 14th, an
adveauice parby Irom Cowpany "i" woved ocut from "Five Poiuts",to
establish a vlioca on the bigaeuville road 1000 yards east of
the nigh round "Huyer'". 1lhe remainder of uwihe Pattelion followed
when the roadllock wes sel up, moved 1000 sjar..s8 south aluost
to The vliock, theu seun, east iavo tue Pauge slrean valiey and
up the steep .anks aund vhe windiung road into Thivimont. AT -
Q4> the ewenmy te.an o snipe oand drop morbtar shells, aud nis
Oppositioun increused Steadily uutil in the earl, dawn, LGhe Batt-
alion was forced o halv. sonow canaliged any armored supwout,
aud tCauiks bo,.ed down iu toe soLt strea.-vottom. Patrols sent
to to flauk eunemy sbtroun. points .ere uusiule to adwance. At 1500
caue a lignt counterattack, xa waniclh 30U infantrymen with one
tank were repelled,

Lndide the bown ciements ol the Yth Geiman Parachute megi-~
ment, jrd Paracuube pivisiou, llad set up an ivon-clad defense;,

and they fought with a facalicism of which Hitler amust been proud.

As dark was closiu, Lua, avout 1750, they counteratvacked with
one bavtalion of LoTauTry wlVanRCLdy, 1il waves ane supported by
one compaiuy Of bTaulks., Coupeauly C' 1.. the lead raliied its fire
pouwer, aud callcd for artilleiry. The enemy pushed madly for-
viara Go within 50 yards of our hastliy dup in lines along the
hed _eross and roadwsys walch make Thirimont a couplicated net-
work., There two tanxks were knocked out by artillery ,and the
infentry vasked off. Pressing our advanbtapge we iforced the eummy
to withdraw Lo the east, and pounded him with artillexry as he
fled. o

9359593535 uS

The %.¢ Batbalion sositioans on "Huyer" We.e tak&n over by
the 117th infantryat 1050 on the 14 January (§). FIR€=,.vered
and even higher than "Huyer", "Haussart' (Hill 551) was known
to be full of sniusis who had caused nuaerous casualtles among
tne troops in Thirimont. It presented a Loramidable problem, but’
it was bthe yriuncigle key to the eubtire Ligueuvilie sector. AU
1150 the 5rd Batbalion crossed the Line or Departure, and moved
generall,; parallel to The Liganeuville road, striking "Haussart"
from the novtiwest. slong the road where destrojed American ve-
hicles were still lyin, fu vestimony of the German breakthrough,
men met coustant harassment vy awtillery =2ad rocket shells, almed
at Tthe obvious route 0oL advauce.

e
(8) Company "“L" was attachew to the 117th Llnfantr, until 1600,
when it vreverted to Battalioca control.
~1Q2~



Iato the dras of vhe Peu.e stream whe Trouvss Laa across Gue
open ground aud Up the hill cvosand the hel_h¥Ts ahiead. The eneny
was piregared. He had chose ositions Lor his aubuma.ic Iire
and arviliery; obiervaviou wuscii .ele iumo08sibie Go aetect.

In and around one houce "“Jeryy™ haa set upy a *illbox'',
aud as Company "K' wdvunced over the snow in The open, the ememy -
let &0 with their aseaximum. A squad leader sho had distinguished
himseli himselt a month before at a paper mill near Walmedy ob-
served whcre tue stron, .olat was, aud with two of his usls
roa 20U yards toward tle uuuub. The three men ducxed into a barn
next door for cover. the "buddies” all cawe frow ugper Hew Lork,
and They qught with au ardent eud unbeatab.e teamwork. With
ritles ?u%hhvpa reug dbu,uAL% torturg a LA%deucmd o%_the. ound

tioQr o: e _nouge orcig, tien ac -0 _upstairsiPfe Lay-—
MonG we Gould had dist.a_ulahed tlmse I by l€adily a sguad to

Kaock out a stroi,, polat ou "Quyer'; 00w he rair to a back window
to catcein the erumans by surprise.As he climbed iun, however, an
euneiny Ubseiva¥ion Post uearb, perceived biim und cut him down.
Lergeant Francis - Curry awcd his tther comrade, Pfc Adam Lucero,
did n ¢ hesitate a moment; They fired a BaR and threw handgrenades
into the upstairs fioa outsiuve until vhey were ifived on from
guother enemy position. Yney weut inside and fired through the
floorythe euemy howled. Lhen uvney rain cutside to fire <through
the .indowsjsoon they had to force the euemy upstairs agaiu.

‘+he remainder of the sguad had come Fo the rarn, meamihile,

and was firine peirsisteutly chiough the walls snd windows of

the house. wor thiree and a haltf hours thc scrap sontinued. AT
1700 ser eant Curyry had nis wmen put hay in the house from the
parn, aud imuitu t. So0u toe house was aflame, and the enemy

was forced to withdiaw, «ith losses, into the night. The '"pill-
box'" was reduced, acd the two pals respaxible were unscathed.

There were maiy more well instulied stron. poiats, ho.ever,
and dalnﬁbSo touna the »ud Battalion di_ in, ia 500 yards short
of their objecvive.Patrols .ere seat out vo reconnoiter the areas
to tie iLanas.

The 15 January saw the pavvalious resume the atlack with
a superhuman erxio-t. Just belore dawn the enemy directed a two-
coupany altack g alnst the st Battalion clinging to the outskirts
of Thirimont. [wo nours later, Yoirouwel Eilis uW. Williiamson, ‘ist
Battalion voumander, sent Company TA" ou vnelert sud voupany "B
on tre i ht to stirixke ior ilhe remainder ol thie towa (0819).
‘'he enem,; cailed his ubnost support and thre. all Lis stiength
8painst the attuckers. The velmens used the sturd, formuouses
aud stable:, whichn served as utually; supportins pillboxes and
provided thick-.alled vasenent chelters for machime _ummers and
suipers; they used wark IV tauks which poured 7o mm fire on the
doushboys. At This poiat, had it .ol wecn for the attached wpla='
toon friom the /48id Tenk patbtaliown and a placvoon irom tvhe Z257rd
TDs, the Cown might never have Leen vaiken. These mobile powerhouses
were able to blast ai tne cellars aad eugay-. the tanks so effective-
ly thet the vowa of Ynirimout had rallean to the 18t Battalion
.DJ- /leU .
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a toll of 15 dead and five cuptured “Yermans.

Continuing to lead the two platoons, Lt. Calloway dispersed
his men in a wooded area near the crest of "Haussart". Though Company
"," was trying to move forward, he knew that if his men left their
positions, the infiltrating enemy who were sniping at them and the

enemy who was delivering the flanking fire on Company "LP pinned
down, would gain an advantage and the hill would have to taken
again. He realized that while his men held the ground, someone would
have to annihilate the enemy positions.

Still struggling uphill, the tanks were gaining the high
ground an open field away from Calloway. Though one man had been
killed and another wounded taking the exposed shobtcut, he dashed
across a f£il@d and down a path to meet the tanks and bring them
forward. Up the hill 6Q0 yards to a point near enemy strongpoints
he led them. Once the tanks had gained vantage points near the crest
of the hill, the enemy was easily beaten. Lt. Calloway used a tank
to evacuate nine wounded men o fhis platoon. He had had a full day.

Captain George R. Reeves of Vompany "L" was another hero
of the day. He had exposed himself to direct artillery fire on pos-
itions which were holding up his company. A sniper sighted him, and
he felt a sharp crack at his hip, put on inspevtion he found a bullet
had pierced his clothing and wallet without even scratching him.

By night the opjective had fallen into our hands. Eighty-
seven prisoners of war were taken, although most of the enemy had
fought ferociously till killed. Three consecutive days of fighting
had brought a long casualty list for the 120th Infantry Regiment,
tooy it paused for a day to reorganize and conso idate its gains.
Patrols cleared the area south of "Haussart to the river.

S598Huo585858558888. 8

Meanwhile the 119th Infantry Regiment had seized Ligneuville
and "§olfsbusch™” to the southeast. On the 17 January at 1630 the
regimental Command fost moved into a once luxurious resort hotel
in Ligneuville. 4 half hour later the 2nd Battalion had relieved
the 5rd Battalion of the 119th Infantry on the high ground, "Wolfs-
pusch". At this time the 3Uth feconnaissance Troop was attached to
the 120th Regiment.

The 3rd Yattalion took over the former positions of the 2nd,
and with the 1st Battalion remained in the vicinity of Thirimont.
The 1st Battalion sent a reconnaissance pabrol to determine with
what strength the enmmy held "Hill 522", another key to the area
2500 yards east of Recht on the g8t. Vith road. The patrol was fired
on; it was decided that the enemy held the hill "in force".



WHill 522"

On the 18 January the 12VUth ,nfantry struck again. The obj-
ective: "Hill 522"; the Line of Departure: 2nd Battalion front
on "§olfsbusch®. The 1st Battalion attacked south. Iheuemed through
the thick pine forest to the high ground and encounteredlittle
opposition. They taptured two enemy patrols, without disclosing
its formation or committing a large number of men. By 1330the men
had dug in, and though they received intermittent tank fire which
caused tree-bursts, no casualties were suffered.

The enemy is known to counterattack with per31stence and reg-
ularity. This occasion was particularly humiliating to the
enemy , and he made his counterassaults especially frequent
and vicious. In the following days he tried desperately with
this strategy. to eject our Armies.

Three and a half hours after the 1st Battalion had moved onto
its objeftive, it was struck with a force of five tanks and 100
infantry. The tanks were canalized, however, by snow and woods, and
two were speedily put out of action by bazookas. The infantry
withdrew.

They returned, however, later in the evening, A block estab-
lished by the 1st Battallon on the road running north into Kaiser-
baracke damaged two more tanks and an assault gun. Again the infan-
try withdrew. But this time they left behind forty prisoners.

889858908855 53555589988

The J>rd Battalion meanwhile moved to™Hill 822" to reinforce
the defense of the 1st Battalioh.

Key to succecs in this area at thid season was the mainten~
ance of communication, supply, and evacuation routes. Part-
icularly with flanks and rear exposed the S-4 assignment was
doubly difficult. No vehicles could go without convoy.Wet
weather and shell fire constantly hampered telephone wires,
and the wooded, hilly terrain made radio a troublesome method
of keeping contact.

To keep supply lines open, the 2nd “attalion sFill holding
"jolfsousch' sent elements to protect the vulnerable main road lead-
ing to the forward pattalions. The 50th Keconnaissance Troop kept
contact, meanwhile, with the 23rd Infantry HRegiment on our left.

The Germans, too, had realiged the importanceof roads in pre-
ssrving a strong defense. Three of their blocks had to pe by-
passed in the initial stages of the attack on "Hill 522",

One was at the railroad crosging north of the hill, one at
Kasiseroaracke, and another at a dirt crossroad 500 yards due
north of Kaiserbaracke.

On the 19 January Company "K" was given the mission of con-
tacting the 117th Infantry on Tar right (west), and with help from
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that -egiment to attempt to wipe out the road olocks on the road
petween them which was close tbethe regimental boundary. At the
railroad crossing, Company "K" was aple to oreak up the enemy
block and destroy a Mark IV and an assault gun. At Kaiservaracke,
the plock could ve removed; pressure there, however, forced four
assault guns and a staff car to attexpt to make a getaway to

the south. mlements of Company "C" and of the Antitank Platoon,
1st Battalion, deployed on both sides of the escape route, dess
troyed all five vehicles.

German tracked vehicles were cscattered useless up and down
the £t. Vith road. Pive uarkIV tanks mounting 75 mm guns,
and two 105 assault guns, and one military car lay wrecked
between Kaiserbaracke and "Hill 522". In the wooded terrain
and fougy weather long fields of fire did not exist; the
tanks had to be attacked from close quarters. Rifle grenades
and particularl; bazookas proved invaluable, and alone acc—
ounted for most of the destrosed enemy vehicles.

SUNSISSEsEEsEs

FPatrols had ascertained that enem;, infantrywere well entren-
ched around Feckselborn, a tiny settlement on the Recht road
west of the &t. Vith highway. Relieved by the 1st Battalion, 119th
Infantry, our 2nd Battalion moved into the attack from the area
of the 1st Battalibn on "Hill 5:.2" along a ridge extending south-
west into the hamlet. prilliantly led by ti Col. James W. Cantey,
who kept the troops organized in face of an initial artillery
barrage falling on it, the advancing Battalion met only light
résistance, and had consoiidated the gain by 1705. Of the 18
prisoners captuied, spme indicatcd that they had expected an
attack from the west, and had peen taken by surprise on their
right flank.

The 1st and 5rd pattalions remained in position, while Com-
pany "K" with elements of the 117th Infautry at last reduced the
roadblock at Kadserbaracke at 1115.on the 19 January.

Nieder Emmitzer Heide

Assigned to the 120th Infantry was QObjective "I", the village
of Nieder Emmitzer Heide, and especially the high ground immediate-
ly norkh of it. A patrol from the 1st Battalion set out at U830
on 20 January and, halfway to the objective, drew fire. At 1000
using the main 8t. Vith road as a left boundary, the remainder
of the Battalion maneuvered through the wooded area west of the
town, and so was able to hit the enem, from the rear, destroy
his positions, and take 15 prisoners.

The %rd Battalion attacked on the east side of the road to-
wards Nieder Smmitzer Heilde one hour and forty minute- after the

ﬁk%h?Battalion. It encountered assault guns and infantry, but
was able to,push on to QObjective "T" and consoiidate a defense by
1645, i
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Supply routes again kad to be cleared. Company "C", which

had remained on a roadblock on "Hill 522", was sent to open
the road to Wieder wmaitzer Heide. Company "K" assisted until,
when the road was finally cleared, Company "C' rejoined its
Rattalion. Company "G relieved Company "C" on the roadvlock.

The 3VUth neconnaissance Troop relieved the 1st Battalion,
119th Infantry, on "Wolfsbusch" at 0900, and established contact
with the 117th Infantry on our right(west).

Counteratiack on "Wald"

The night of 20-21 January was long and cold, and the men
were tired. AT 0400 a werman patrol was noted and three of its
nunber shot vefore it could escape. At the first glimmering of
dawn, enem, artillery increased slightly. B-rations were served
fro breakfast, nevertheless, and feeling secure, some of the troops
were trying to keep warm in their vlackets, when at 0915 the enemy
made a spectacular appearance.

From the mast around Born came %twee assault guns with 150

infantry; they hit our lines in the vicinity of where a firebreak
crosses the main road just north of Nieder Emmitzer Heide.lhe enemy
drove hard for the main road; whether to tuPn right to tear asunder
our lines, or to turn left to escape to his own, no one knows.

The attack was preceded by artillery and¥a half hour was raging

at a furious paces the lead assault gun hit two 57mm antitank guns
at the road pend, mashing their breechblocks; it fired on a machine
gun nest of Company "K" and killed all four men therein. And it
raced back and forth in the firebreszk while the infantry around

the tanks scattered and fired small arms into our lines.Tanks of
the 745rd Armored Battalion on the main road kept the self-pro-
pelled gun from leaving the firebreak.

meanwhile Vompanies "K" and "L™ were able to pin enemy infan-
. try to the ground. One tank was avle to direct frontal fire at the
assault guns, while three other tanks with some infantry of the
1st Batitalion maneuvered to the right flank o8 the enemy force,
where they knocked out one of the guns; the other escaped. Small
arms accounted for most of the German infantry, who lost 24 captured
and 70 killed.

Three prisoners were led in by Lt. James Y. Butler, leader of
the Intelli.ence and seconnaissance Flatoon. He appeared even more
ill at ease then the prisoners, and told the amazing stor, of the
capture. Lt. butler had gone to the front lines =hortly before the
counterattack to choose an QP for his platoon. He left his Jjeep
cloge to the fateful firebresk-road crossing, and took a path to-
ward the opposite flank from which the strike came. When the ass-
ault guns charged up almost t¢ the bumper of the Jeep, the driver
took a running leap for the nearcst foxhole. Shortly afterwards,
when the guns had withdr.wn, but the infantry was still battling,
Lt. Butler returned from his reconnaissance, and went nonchalantly
about loading his maps, and egquipment into the back of the vehicle.
saddenly a rush of bullets near him caused him to hit the ground.
Lyery now and then he r:ised %p-and threw another item on the jeep.
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Although he noticed some sgoldiers standing near he continued to
load and hoped to drive away at esrliest opportunity. All at
once he looked up, and saw standing over him three of the enemy,
one brandishing a white flag over his head. He recovered his
breath soon enough to turn the prisoners over to the IPVW.

SERRRIRESN

Two Lmmels

One last objective south of Nieder fmnitzer Heide re-
mained to be taken. +he 2nd Battalion moved forward on 22 January
from Feckelsborn. Company "F" attacked QOber Emmels, a village
which dominated the western half of the objective. Company "E"
moved through Company "F'" to take Nieder Bmmels, the eastern,
northern portion.

Resistance was light, since elements of the 82nd Airborne
Division were putting pressure on the southern tip of Niedcr
tmmels, which they had moved into by nightfall. Five enemy tanks
were knocked out or captured, however; in one the motor was still

running long after the town had been taken. One hundred eighty-
one prisoners were captured.

Prisoners of war stated that they were overwhelmed with
the speed with which our forces surrounded them. By keeping our
routes open we were able at all times to keep supplies and amm-—
unition going where they were needed. It is more htan likely, how-
ever, that the enemy felt a constantly growing pressure, too,
and sensing our relentlegs progress, did not care to try to
stop it.

At 2250 the ord Battalion relieved the 2nd in Nieder and
Ober Emmels; the latter moved back to its former area at Feckels~
born. The following morning the 1st Battalion replaced the 3rd
Battalion, which moved back to Malmédy.

The 30th Reconnaissance Froop had been relieved of attachment
to the 120th Infantry at 1730 on the 22 January, and was attached
to the 117th Infantry.

SRR RIS NIRSEIE TV

The next three days gave the Regiment the chance to rest
and reorganize following the bitter campaign. ilen warmed up in
the shelter of a Belgian home for the first time in a week.
Reinforcements Jjoined the outfit. Light training included:; battle
orientation discussion, combat tips foom veteran soldiers; first
aid instruction; and winter combat hygeine.

Care and cleaning of equioment naturally took first ott-
ention in treining. All weapons were brought to A-1 shape.

-
-108-



LTalillng LaySs

On the 27 January, the Vommand Fost of the 120th Infantry
moved from Ligneuville to gSart, Belgium, and was 1n operation
at 1115. From Nieder Lmmels the 1st Battalion moved to Verleu-
mont; from Fekkelsborn the 2nd Battalion moved to Sarty and the
32rd Battalion moved fromaMalmédy to Halt. Antitank Company assem-
bled in an area at Provedroux. And on the following day Cannon
Company with the 250th Field Artillery moved into Salmchateau.

On the 28th of the momth training began. Billets were
cleaned, and church services vere held. Weapons were cleaned
and checked.

The last threc days of January were given to training, firing
of weapons, and recreation. One noncom from each platoon attended
Regimental Gas School on the 29th. The 1st and 2nd Battalions saw
a film on "Germany——Won-Fraternigation'™. Part of the 1st and Ard
Battalions had baths in Stavelot. All Battalions were familiar-
ized with the new W-24 light tank. Impsovised snow suits, woolen
"booties", and Quartermaster arctic clothing were fitted and dis-
triouted.

SuBsiTa8uEEs

At the end of January the German salient in Belgium,which
had ended hopes for peace in 1944, and had startled complacent
optimicts in non-combat zones, had been reduced to- a "bubble'.
Von Rundstedt's counterattack was already mentioned in papers as
a "fizzle", and compared to the dying convulsions of Ludendorff
bn the last war., :

The 120tk Infantry will long remember the "pulge" in Belgium.
The doughboys may not remember the spectacular success they had
in overcoming some of Hitler's few remaining crack paratroopers,:
nor the briliiant stratezy of theirtr commanders, particularlythat of
Colonel Furdue, commanding Offler of the Regiment, nor the super-
human effort they expendedin the worst of 01rcum5tances. But they
will remembbr Thirimont, and "Haussart",and "Hill 522", and the
counterattack on "™yald". Lven more will they remember the dull, cold
hours of watch, the long, dark days of plodding through snow,
and the foxholes they dug in the pine-woods,and camouflaged
over and over ag.ain. They will remember the cry of incoming tree-
bursts, and sleeplessly bitter nights, and cold K-rations.

333595

Later, at a presentation of awards, Generel Leland L. Hoobs,
commander of the 50th Division, was to say,”" In every hot spot,
in every heavy encounter since D-day-—excluding only D—day. itself—-
you men heve been there, and come through on top.™

And so, along with Ste-ko and #ortain, the campaign of the
Belgian salient took its place among the most difficult assigments
of the neblqeut. the douyLbOjc had fought doggedly and yard by
sard against a stubborrn enem;, a cruel climate, and unfavorable

Vorradn. puig g o ¥ ugh By b= another victory for the 120th Infantry.
- =10 -



SLalISITCS

Total number of prisonersitaﬂen.during the month of January
was 448, Prisoners belonged to following units:

246 Volks Grenadier Division
18 Volks Grenadier Division
3 Parachute Division

244 Asseult Gun Brigade

905 issault Gun Brigade

383 pmarsch Battalion

884 Marsch Battalion

460 Artillery Battalion

298 Construction Battalion

454 Construction Rattalion
9 g8 Panzer Division ( stragglers)

CASUALTIES FoUw 1 JANUARY 1945 TC 31 JANUARY 1945 INCLUGSIVE

Qfficers Bl Total

Killed in Action 5 117 120
Wounded & Injured 17 481 498
Missing in Action B2 160 167
Captured C C. C
Total - 2/ 758 /85
From Wounded and gvacuated to Returned 6 216 222
From MIA to other Batitle Casualty status p 71 75
or returned o 11 11

Died of Wounds

CASULLTY SUsARY TO DATE

Killed in Action 52 889 '941
Wounded & Injured 175 375 40690
%éﬁ%&?@dlﬂ Action 2; qaq %Bﬁ
Total - 229 R 2089
Died of Wounds 9 115 124
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