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INTRCDIOTION

The account cf *ho 30th Infantwcy Divisicn periiciputiom in the
Bottle of the Bolgium bulge { ee the Cerman counter offensive becaue
knowm) waa divided Into twe distinct pheses. The Tirst, and more
eolorful and spectacular phase was the dafansive eativitiss of the
IMvisicn frowm 17 t« 26 Docamber. The mocond, wes tl.e ciffansive drive
that ran from 13 to 23 Janmuary. Tho latt.r was & Lard, costly, dreb,
nslugging mxtoh. It wae the St. Vith offensive wherein the "0ld Hickory®
Division forcod the snemy back, elmost yard by yard for 12 slow moving
miles. It wos in that lattor 1C day action that the Division lost almost
2,000 men; an,i axtromely high price that is inddcative of the tenucity

1
of the onomy and his relucthame to surrender the Maliedy ~S5t. Vith road net.

The background loading to the l(#.luy offensive aotion, took place
betweon 3rd Junuary eund "D day, 13 gauary. It is thueielore, uduperstive
that the eurly days of January be reecunted to svt the ategs for the
primexy drive.

At tho opening of 1945, the 3Cth Division front line exieidded fium
o polrt slightly cast of Melmedy to a short distance west of Stavelot
vhere it jolned the 82nd Airborne Divieion on ihe Salm Hiver line.

In thot nree, tnd lae antirv distoinec scuth to S_f. Vith, the terxain
was much elike, RExtrewcly hilly, steop valileys cmd ridge Ilines were
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numerous. It wee on muoh terrain features thet the enemy built his
main lines of resistance.

Such pointe of vantege were valuable to the Germens, but he
also reiaived immeasureable aid from the weather oconditicns. Extremely
deep Bnows, roads covered by ice end flenked by 6 foot snow drifts,
made attaecks by our foroes extremely difficult. From elevated points
of vantage, the Germans wcre in positions to observe the advense of the
30th Division troors as they plowed acrose country for designated
objectives. It will be noted in the following narrative thet almost every
city taken in the Division zone in the advange to St. Vith, was daminated
by 2 high point or ridge line;A to the enviroyws of the community.

In addition to the advembages gained by the enemy by the rugged
terrain features pointed out, he was also favored by the heavily
wooded ereas. JFrom such sections he frequently attempted to infiltrate
small units into our lines, or he ;id self propelled aspsult guns emong
the firs to embush our vehicles as they moved by and aleo emplaced
anti-tenk wearons in the fire breeks. <%hose fire greaks ran thru the
densly woodod Ardemnes Forest and extended from eight to twelve yards
in width. Besides using the firu.breaka for points of vantage for

lacomnrets,
anti-tank wespong, the enemy utilized those lanes to bring armor and
troops forward when their travel was prohibited beoa'uue U.S. ﬁ'tillary
or a 30th Division unit controlled s particular roed. It was those
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fire breaks, thet the snemy used as yoeds to get thru an otherwiss
imponetrable forest.

From the division front lines and running south, thoere were
adequate roads to launch & eoordinated attack. However, those roads
in eddition to being snow and ice covered, became ewen worse of o
hazard due to the fact thet they wexe all meverly cenalized by the
hill masses and wooded creas. Fossession of a high point in the
neighborhood of a roed or a road junetion, perforce equalled control
of the road. OSuch terrain features were excellent for en employment cf
& delaying dofensive ecition. For that rcason smpecial attention was
dl rected at Houyire (k809006), Hauts Sarts (F625996), Wolfabusch Forest
(P833968), Diélburg (F610954) and Hunnerts (F797957). thono were all
points of excellent cbservation and good fields of fire. <hey
cddntained fime opportunities for cover and oconccalment, possessed
steep approaches and held commund of the roads that passed betwcen
them.

The enemy defensive organization in this scetor during Jenuaery,
1945, were primerily pillbox and breastwork defenses, improvised
out of loge ond dirt. Trench lines were sbundant und easily made
to conform satisfactorily with $he many rising ground areas. +hese
trench lines and strong points when making up end MIR were on the

forward slopes of steep rised, Mine fields were almost all hasty,
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but becuusv all traces of a buried minme wore sopn eovered by the
frequent anows, they proved exceedingly effective. Where roads

rounded froquent turns in the Ardemnes, the portion lost to view
in en spprooch, were frequently éneffootively blocked by a meries

of felled trees straddling the road.
&
laying the ground Work for the Division 8ffensive

On 3 Jemuary the VII Corps attacked in the arees between the
L'ourthe and Lienne Hivers with Houffalize (P6172) as its finel
objective. 2 At tho seme time, the XVIII Coxps (airborme) begun,
ag & portion of the Corps hﬁssbﬁl. "to conduct patrolling on D day
(3 Januwaxy 1945) properly supported by aertillery, and in Buch
strength as will lead the enemy to bellefe & gonercl attack is being
launched®. i In the same letter, Maj. General Mathew Ridgway, XVIII
Corps commandcer, suggested to Mej. General leland Hobus, en outline
plan for operation that included.:;averal arcas that leter became 3Cth

4 That was primarily the eity end road net

division objeotivesn.
leading to St. Vith, that lay in the 30th Division sector.

The firat phese, suggosted sbove, patrolling end small movements,
were deaigﬁed to cinfuse the enemy &8 to wh:-.-re/in the lst and 3rd Ammy

sectors of the "bulge®, th¢ nain Americen drive would be launched.
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Woeption was what wesn expocted %o be guined from patrol forces

sent, out by the 3Cth Division. 3 Those diversionary activities did
not decelwe the enemy to any greal dogree and the latter continued

e gareful withdrawel movement withidn the bulge. 6 ?i:rat the armor
was pulled out and replaced in the line primarily by Valksgrenedier
unita. In the 30th Division sector, ss the offensive slowly began,
 there were no elecments of the lst O3 Panzer Division to bs found,
The opposing unit wos the 18th Volksgremadier Division badly

depleted, but novortheless oapnble of a defenslve rearward fight. 7

A divereionary activity is attempted

i 1945 began, the anomyjthough definitel; stopped from any
further large scale drives to the west, wus still to be reckonsd
vith, inscfar sn the possibility of his leunching engd uttack wus
concerned. In tho 30th Division sector the 105th Engincer Combat
Battallon had sovan bridges mined for possible demolition.

Thoee sranned the L'Awiblove River and its subsidieries. Roads
were cerefully guarded with anti-tenk defenses, in the Melmedy
(78cl )=Stavelot (7107) sector, end in that role the 11Cth Aah
Battalicn (90mm), 823rd TD Battalion, 825th TD Campeany (both 3
inch) and the normal Division 57 mm AT guns were utilized.
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Along with these precauticus elememte of tho diviaion conetantly
sent cut reconnalssance and combal pe¥role. They hed two primary
purpcsos; maintaining contaet with the enemy asc thet cuse idae of
his activitizs gould rlways be known and sscondly, & ccnstent drive
to bring in priscners sc¢ that identificatione and poesibly future
plena cculd be goined from interrogation cf the ceptured troops. ’

Cn 3 Jenuary, the wain effort in the XVIII Corps was mado by
the 82nd Adrborne Division whiech held & lime con the immwdlate
right cf the 30th Division. T4 aid in &lverting some of the enemy
foroes to the 30th Division front, the 120th negiment of the
A vision attackod at 0830. 3 January, abt th: same tims, tho 8211&
Division moved off as the maln effort in $he XVIII Corps suctor end
met hoayy rosistance all along tho line.

In the 120th Infantry zonas, the divorsionary activity was
oxoocutad by tkrae groups. Company I of t'. Reglment under ls% Lb.
John A. Doyle maized their objective, an ares of high ground,
approximately 1500 yards southwest of Melm=dy. Compay B of the
526th Armored Infantry (attacked to the 30th Divésion) moved off
at the seme time for Lhe objeetfive of Howyire (KB07007), but met
heavy enemy fire north of Redomont, 2,000 yards from Houyire,

They held thet point of their furthest advemce until 1800 hcuras
of 3 January and then withdrew to their Tormer line, slightly
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south of Malmedy.

On the left of the above unit, the 1lst platoon, Compeny A,
526th Armored Infen try neized the cross roads at X 814019, which
ley immediately to the socuth of Baugnez. That unit withdrew to
its original line at about midnight, and Campany I of the 120%h
Infantry fell back at 1950 hours to the southern outskirts of
Malmedy. That action by those three units served the worth
while purpose of diverting some troops fram the 82nd Divieion
front. However, the results were not what was expected from
the enemy in the way of artillery ooncentrations end troop and
vehicle shifting. 10 The only enemy troops contacted in the
skirmish wore the 2nd and 3rd Compenies, 293rd Volksgrenedier

Regiment, 18¢h Volksgrenadier Division.
30th Division orveses the L'Auibleve River

Following the amall action on 3 January, the division begen
preparations for its comsolidated orfensivé which began on 13
January. One of the primary needs before & concerted drive toward
St. Vith could be considered in the 30th Division o ne, was the
necessity for geining a firm line on the south bank of the
I.'ﬁﬁaleve River. As the line stood on 4 Japuary, the Division
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line betwoen Trois Fonts (675;57 ) and lhlhady (790045), wes on the
north benk of the River.

The plen wes to first oross the L'Amibleve between Trois Ponts
and Stavelot. After that right flank wes secured, it was then
contemplated that the drive south between the north-south grid
lines of 76 degrees and B} degrees would begin in force and not
helt until 8t. Vith wes seized.

On 4 January, XVIII Corps commender, Maj. Guneral Ridgway,
drected that plans be prepared for a corossing of the L'Awdblove
between Trois Fonts and Stavelot end thet a bridgeheed be
established in the sngle which lay on the south benk of the L'Awibleve
and the east bank of the Salm Riverngl On the following dey, 5
Jenuary, the 30th Division was instruoted to accomplish that mio’c‘:ion

#utp&w.,auﬂ- 12

during the morning of é-January
Regimental Combat Team, of the 28th Division, was attached to the

For the operation the 1ll2th

30th Divial on at R51000A Januery.

The objeastive of the attack was tc gain and meaintein the area on
tte south bank of the L'Ambleve thaet waes bounded by Bx;ineux (K700958),

Wasmentan val

Femne (709967) and Wennervel (710975). On the right flemk of $he 30th
Division the 82nd Airborme Divison, had attacked south, and the 517th
Regiment of the latter division, had possession of a line several thousand
yerds south of the L'Ambleve and west of the Salm River. It was
therefore necessary for the 112th RCT to attack for the objectives
outlined ebove to pw tect the left flank of the 62nd Division, plue

\g.t;ring the 30th Division & foothold on the south bank of the L'Ambleve

for future operations, 13



The 1l2th ROT was given tho burden of that opuratiomn and
assigned in eddition t¢ their normel regimental attechmunts,
Compeny O, 103rd Engincer “ombat Battelion, Company ©, 630th
TD Battelion,, 5 platoone (from ccmycnice D end C) 743rd Pank
Buttelion and im support of the¢ entire operation, were seven
£i01d artillery battelions. ¥ The tasks assigned a:d
acccmplished by the regiments of the 30th Division were, the
bridgehond established by the ll?tﬁ Bogiment to aid the 112th
RCT in thelir atteck and the _ll9th Regiment and the 120th
Regiment maintaining their dofensive positions inpho Aivision
gactor.

The original plan stated that the 117th Regiment would
esteblish two small bridgeheads at 0630 hours, 6 Jenuary and that
the 112¢h BCT would pass thru them en hour later end ssize tho high
ground in tho vicinity of Montegnes (6%8995) a @ thon continue to,
and oooupy Wenncranval, Wenne and Spineux.

Enemy forces opposing the 30th bivision maintained their
main lino of resistance on the scuth benk of the L'Amdlove. In
the zone of scheduled uction, (west end scuth of Stavelot), tho
1st end 2nd Battalions, E;l:ﬂv;egmm opposed the U.ﬁ'é‘roops.
while south of Melmedy the lst end2nd Pattelions, asmh‘mnogmem

were disposed, with the 295th in reserve. Those $hree units were



all element®s of the 18%h Volksgrenedler Division. Thelr defenses
were wlong $le ridge line and high pointe in the erea. The roands
were covered by messuld guns, k& blocks of falled trees, and
dugouts at the sldes of the roads thet contalned one or two msen
arred with an antomatie weepon. Tye L'pmbleve, the nuirow, wes
an extremely fast flowing river and’ma o¥erlooked by ~» hill line
in the posseseion of thu cnengy.

Undexr the cover cf darkness, 6 Januery, Compoxry G, 103rd
Caabat Enginoer Bettalion ocnstructed foot bridgns over the
L'Amblove at (84993 and 677991. Bhortly therenfter, (0630) hours
81111 under cover of derkness, Oompany G,117t¢h Infentry under lst
1t . Charles W. Monerleflf erocesed at the two bridge sltes casteblished.
They met me oppoaition end by C7C0 the ontire regiment was over the
river and had teken up positione in the corner omclosed on the north
by the L'smmbleve and on the east by the Selm River. A% 0730, the
1st and 3rd Battalions of the 112¢h ROT, supported by 3 platoons of
tanks from the 743rd Tank Battallon attaclked tc the south. Cities
of Wenna end Wannorenval were objectives of the 3rd Battalion und
Spinoux and ls Tombeoux goals of the lat Baitellon,.

The 3rd Battalion advenced 400 yards to Grend Faye (698908),
wicre it was halted by heavy sutometic woupon and pmall arms fire.

Gutting to the left, the battelion hit the enemy on the 1:‘1&.11}'7 omd—~
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oaptured a small number end bynpaaaed the mal n body of resistence.
They then drove south through enemy opposition at Remiheid and
immedlntely to the east of Mu&nont. where they formed emn 800
yard line to the east for the night.

The lst Battalion on theright of the 3rd moved off at the
seme time keopdmg well el ong the Selm River, At Dorriere Spai
(676982) fhey encountered en enemy strong point that overlooked
the route Ior advance. Utilizing automatic weapone they elimin?ted
the strong point and were in possession of the area by noon. The
advave to the south continued for approximately 1500 yards, where
at darkness they established a fromt line extemding fram 690960 to
699968. Contect was made with the 3rd Battaliom on the left and
the 517th Parachute Infantry, 82nd Diuuion} on the right.

At 0900,. 7 Jenuary, the 112th RCT agein attacked with the
9rd Battalion on the left, the lst on the right end the 2nd in
reserve in the vicinity éf Alscmont. The 82nd Division advanced
on the right of the 1l2th and received extremely heavy fire from
Spineux. It was therefore, impcrative that the 112th seize that
strongpoint as early as possible go that the oross fire histing
the flank of the 82nd would be eliminated.

Alming at Wanne, as the objective for the dey, the 3rd

Battelion moved south with Compony L on the left and Qompeny K
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on the right. Overcoming stiff resistance, the battalion was
on the outskirts of Wanne by 1300 hours. Shortly thereafter they
wera hit by & counter attack ccmposed of 3 temnks supported by

ipfantry thet came in from the southwest in the vieinity of Spineux.
.r\\g..twwd
The elemonmts of the 743rd Tenk Battaliom, ,\att.achad to-the—batyelion

,(
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enemy fire. With that hazard eliminsted, Qompany K dro: ve into \\’2’

engaged the enemy ermor, destroyed them end lost one tenk from

Wenne from the northwest snd Gompm}y L from the northeast. Whon
well into the city, enother counter attack hit the 3rd Battalion
ocming from the direction of Spineux, and again the 743rd tanks
aided in the drivinglr:;tha Germens back. Lossos for the 3xak
platoons of the 743rd, that were ongeged, were four tanks. One
from enemy tank fire, one from friendly artillery and two from
mines. 1 By dmsk, Compamy I had consolideted their position

in Wanneranval with Oompany,t(in Wenne and Company L on tho east
of Compeny K.

The let Battealion, l1l2¢th ROT, hed jumped off at the same time
as the 3rd. They pushed southeast thru heavily wooded erea for
almost 1000 yards, and then reached and oaptumd the towns of
Spinsux and Ls. Tambeux by 1600 hours of 7 Jmmau:ar_srl._f.i Compeny &
of tat Battalion held the right, Oompany B on the/left and Compeny
C in the rear in support. The dfficulties encountered, in eddition

to the enemy motion, was the extremely heavily "._ﬁoodad area, and
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the kmee deep snow thru wileh thu advence wae mude. frhe anemy
utilized thess notural obstocles unfemilar tc our troops, from
which to attack and fight.

By last light of 7 Jsuary, Company A was securely consolidated
in Spinsux, Company B in 1o Tombeux and Company C to :_fhu rear
center of both. The 2nd Battallon, 112%h ROT, remeined thruout
the dey, ap regimental reserve with Compeny F in the vicinity of
Aisomont, Qompuny E in tho vioinity of Gramd Faye and Company G
to the rear end on the right flank of the battellon.

Thus, in a two day period, the L'Ambleve had been erosaed, the
enemy cleared out of the Salm-L'Ambleve pocket &md the first slep
taken in the rapid, relentloss dfg; c:f*rthé 30:!1'-1,‘)1713_1011 to tho
vioinity of St. Vith. At 081700, thc 42hth ROT, r';rom the 106th
Division, was attacted to the 30th Di'risio;i. anﬂ bogan to relieve
the 112¢h RCT. Teking over the 112th RCY'as attachmontl. which had
reverted $o XVIII Gorps control, tho hafl;th RCT Taa to relieve the
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former of its positions by 2400, 8 J?éuary e to heavy Ss1OW,

extremoly pooxr road conditions and inclemunt woa hu!‘. the relief tock

until the afterncon of 9 Jenuaxy gefom it was co t_blrat.eﬁ. E



