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30th Inf Div.
_L 4 l/
2/
(The following is a transeript of notes taken by Captain Ferriss while
S——

BREACHING THE SIEGFRIED LINE

present at the CP of the 119th Inf on 2 CUet Lk )

The CP of the 119th Inf on 2 Oct was located in a small room on the
first floor of a private dwelling in Groenstraat. In addition to myself, there
were present in this room virtually the enti-e time I was there the following
officerss Col Edwin M. Sutherland, CO of the 119th Inf (referred to as "CO" in

T my notes); Major H. D. MeCown, S-3 (referred to in the notes as "S-—3'9; Major
Vodra Phillips, -3 of 7L3d Tk Bnj; and Lt Col Seeright, CO of 197th F A Bn. In-
termittently, other officers visited the operations room, as indicated in the
transcribed notes.

The 119th Inf had the 197th FA Bn (code name "Crunch') in direct support.
The 65th FA Bn, (Castle") reinforced fires of the 197th FA, while the 92d Chemical
Bn ("Meteor®) was in general support. Finally, the 258th FA Bn ("Mallory Red")
had nine of its SP 155's on the special mission of supporting the 117th Inf and
the 119th Inf in the reduction of pillboxes.

1300 =— E Co in Rimburg, meeting heavy s. a. fire.

1315 — CO told Wayne he wanted to get B Co across as soor as possible, so that

he could start Brown rolling.

1330 = CO of 2d Bn rpts committing I on R of & Co.

1400 — Cox reported plan to commit G Co behind E and move his CP into Rimburg.

licCovn thinks this indicates things are going well.

1350 == 2d Bn, having cleared out ‘?mem-g' proper, is getting a lot of s. a. fire
from upper stories of castle immediately behind tovm.

1410 -~ Herlong reports using "little bridges" successfully to cross creek.



-

1420 ~ Effort being male to get Mallory Red to fire direct fire on castle.
1430 =~ 2d Bn, says its view of castle is obstructed; hence, hasn't been able

to use attached tanks against it.

1LhO -~ CO says none of 1st Bn has crossed IR track. Heceiving fire from down ER
tracks - an MG right on RR tracks.

12 ~ $-3 checked with lst Bn - found that one platoon of A was across RR, but
none of C. Bridging held up by mechanical failure of dozer; hence, no vehicles
across stream. Tanks and TD's ready to go across.

1450 == €O says 2d Bn has 3 foot bridges -- they haven't gotten them in yet —-
iﬁ'; too deep to cross without them.

1500 =~ CO urged Herlong to get platoon around to I and work on MG firing down
HR tracks; told him time of essence.

1535 == An engineer iﬁ Col says both "expedient" bridge and treadway (northern)
bridge are almost in. Latter has been put in under MC fire. Approaches are
apparently OK.

1537 — "Smitty" (lst Bn) reports he expects tanks to roll across culvert in a few
minutes. CO believes that things will begin %o crack when the "cans" get across.
1535 -= Hallory Red reports unable to get guns into position to fire on castle —
wants air OP to adjust fire. Lt Col Seeright previously said there were 3 OF's
up and he had requested that one adjust arty fire on castle.

1545 -= Crunch 6 learns that arty is putting smoke on RR to protect those putting
in bridge.

1550 == 1st Bn reports it is all set to cross, using smoke to protect crossing of
tanks.

1557.~ $-3 learns that Croydon has run into trouble with bridge.

1558 =~ 2d Bn has 1 squad of T Co across stream —— they're wading.
1559 -- 3d Bn alertedn‘?,cﬁ that he'll be ordered to move soon -- as soon as tanks

move over stream.
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1600 —- Lt Col (Zngrs) says treadway has been in since 1530. Tanks
didn't go before due (1) communication trouble; (2) waited for smoke protection.

"Ixpedient! bridge mot in.

1557 —— Capt (105 Engrs) arrived to get dope on how to handle mainten-

ance of bridges, which they are to take over .

1605 = Maj Phillips (S-3, 743d Tk Bn) learns that 1 platoon of tanks is now across;
others waiting till the one platoon fans out. TD!'s will follow when all 3 platoons
of tanks get across.

‘1618 — CO tells Herlong to use bridge that's in (treadway), not wait for other

one —- put things across it as fast as possible -- Herlong must make room for 3d
Bn, which CO is going to start at once., Speed essential, as troops must begin dig-
ging in at 1800, /

1621 ~-~ Lt Col Brown arrives at CP. (0 tells Browm situvation -- that Herlong is
ready for him so long as Browm keeps to R — temporary bridge (about 200 yds S of
treadway) will be in momentarily.

162); -~ 2d Bn has only 2 squads of F across, none of E. Resistance: 5. A.)Co

E's L in contact with 117th.

1629 -= Lt Col Quinn (S-5, 119) tells CO it will be ok to feed Cox! tanks (B Co.,
7h3d) across on Herlong's bridge — these tanks can then help reduce resistance
facing ¥ Co. Quinn to tell Cox to do this.

1631 -- liaj Phillips learns that 2 platoons of tanks now across stream.

163l —- Maj Hill says Lt Col Johnson - on PL 5 - offers to put mortar fire on castle
blocking 119th's progress (which is on Johnson's right rear). CO's answer: Use
mortars on castle if observer can actually see Jerries.

1638 == It Col Cox told that 2 platoons of Co B (CO, Lt Howell) of 1D Bn is
attached to 2d Bn immediately -- have tanks pick TD platoon up at treadway bridge.
1645 -~ "Smitty" (1st Bn) told to clear bridge as fas as possible -- (O wants
entire outfit on position by 1800. A & C are not to wait for tanks to join them,

though they!ll be there soon.
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1650 — Only spasmodic arty fire (McCown to Div).

1700 — Crunch 6 says one FA Bn has put 1100 rounds into woods E of RR; another
(Castle) has fired 600 rounds -- presumably at same target. He thinks woods should
be well flattened out.

1700 — Herlong going across stream to join C Co.

1708 — 1st Bn S-3 reports that C Co pinned down between stream and RR and is wait-
ing for tanks. He is told to get story straight as Herlong had previously reported
that C Co was up to RR.

1715 — liaj Phillips learns that tanks (3, %o be exact) are bogging down on E side
of stream -— an effort being made to pull 'em out with help of TD's, "Too damn
much rain, for too many days." ‘

1723 — Maj Hill says 117th is getting fire from its R flank.

1728 = CO tells Gen Hobbs that he's going to have to send Brown ahead without
tanks, due bogging <own, with mission of getting to "U" tonight.

1730 == CO to Herlong: Necessary to get to "U" tonizht -- due soft footing, we
don't know when tanks can join inf —-- so inf must go ahead -~ 3d "m being sent
across. Herlong says 3d Bn can help most by swingingz onto R of 1lst Bn. Co said
this would be done. This confirmed to Prowm, who was present at 119th CP.

1732 == CO to Cox: Situation explained ~- Cox to concentrate on getting bridge in
at Rimburg and on tying up E and F for night with 117th at I edge of woods. Idea is
to hold a secure bridgehead for night.

1740 — S-3 tells 117th that bulk of our F Co is across , and B Co now crossing
at Rimburg.

1747 — Maj Phillips says two platoons of TL3d are stuck in mid. Yo use trying to
put tanks across on treadway bridge now in -- advises that if 2d Bn's tanks and
TD's have not started across, they should be pulled back -- must wait for bridge
to be put in at Rimburg. CO adopts advice.

1748 — 2d Bn told that its tanks and TD's are to be pulled out (if not already
mired ). |
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1751 == Pﬁillips learns that Cox' platoon of tanks think they've found a roube
through soft ground that will work. €O says for them to go ahead and try it.
1755 —= 3d Bn reports it's 200 yds from stream, carrying its 3 inf bridges.

1810 — L. 0. from TD Bn told that remaining two platoons of TD Bn will bivouac
in éeneral vic with Browm's two tank platoons in defiladed positions W of stream
— prepared to counter any infiltration from S and SW.

1819 == CO tells Cox that success of entire operation depends on Cox' securing
bridgehead and successful completion of bridge at Rimburg tonight. Engrs must
work all night. Cox must get bridging material to site very soon before it's dark.
CO just learned and informs Cox that Cox! platoon of tanks have gotten through
boggy ground and are 600 yds S of moat. CO says Cox must get inf protection to
‘these tanks.

1822 — 3d Bn reports 1 platoon of Co L across stream.

1825 =~ S5~3 learns that Cox' platoon of tanks has received bazooka fire about 250
yds S¥W of moat -~ fire bounced off. This word phoned %o 2d Bn.

1830 —- Herlong tells CO that fire is still coming down and across RR track and he
can't get across RR. CO told him that the one platoon of tanks already across
are his to use if they can find any route up to RR that's dry enough — if no
advance possible, dig in W of RR, but be sure to link up with 3d Bn.

1835 -~ CO tells Brown to get in good position and also help Herlong on L -— the
two bns must be tied in.

1839 =~ Scotty ‘(2d Bn S-3) told he must contact and protect the platoon of tanks

that got through boggy ground.
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1. ENEMY STTUATION AT END OF PERICD.

" ae Enemy Front Lines, / '

: (K843600) - (KB43885) =~ (K830570) = (xszosm) - (K820510)
. _bs Defensive Orgenizationa

 STEGFRIED LINE is the main defensive position in Divisi

The enemy has constructed additional tank ditohes and fexholes .

Qf the SIEGFRIED LINE, botwsen GEILENY TRCABY (K8664) and the R

'Qons'brud‘hion heg contk: Lnued on ditches end entre‘mhman‘cs in the

'hhe REI&.‘E. .
~ 6e TUnits in Co:d'-swu.

, 2 battalions of 330th Infaptry Regimnt, 183rd I ™
ooqupy sectors between GEILENKIRCHEN and RIMBURG (K8488). 5 h‘qﬁm;p 5
o;f a.hout 450 men aach, operating under 275th and 49%h Infantry Diviaiona,

> sctor from RlIEBURG %o Division's southern boundary s

Arti.l‘lory i
Estimate 3 tht ba:ttnlionn, 3 modium 'battoriea, and prqbubly G i

~ bebttory of 210mm capable of intervention in Division zome. Muah of the .
enemy artillery ‘.1.3 ’beliaved t0 have digplaced to the rear fep daf_gga‘g_ in
Q&“tht ; _

’Ruawu. g
. o batt&lion of oach of the 3 infantry regiments of 183rd Inf; :';.-.

. Divisién aro possible enemy reserves in the Corps zone. 698th Infants
Regiment, 246th Infantry Divi’.aion, has been identified in the v uini‘by I!f

- MACHEN . (K8343)s Of 246th Infntry Division, 3rd Battalion, 404th Infambr
siment, _gﬁd sy and Brd Bli}takionu, 55211,& Inrantry !Iegimﬁt ore |

s mﬂ &hh ‘Panser Divisiung &re considered to be in laybeck xoles . ror
s mgsible o ‘\_x':rterattacku againqt Allted bresithroughs of the SIE F&m LINE.
_.a.eooz-ai . £0_ PI¥ statemonts, clements of 12 SS Panzer Pivision s
viginity of (K4704) in unknown strength. COLOGNE (F4560)is ko
ahr‘aggler aoi!.lactmg point,capable of diapatching limited reserves to our
fronb‘
29! ENEMY OPERATJ.OWQ DURING PERIOD.
. 8e Gomeral Summary.

' Coptact with the enemy was limited to patrols and artil ory riro.
Engny' ‘patrols operated in tho WINDHAUSEN (K8461) urea during thg hours of .

darkness. Obeorvition of enemy movements was poor hqcause of the weather.
be Operation, of Component Elemanbh 3 Fy oo
(1) Artilierye i
R0 B Eneny arvillery was fairly active duping the period. 15
SHELLREFS received, no ‘gounterbattory missions fired. Pire was received
from Northeast, Baet, and Southeast. No pattern’ could be noted in tho five,
and no definite locations were obtaineds’ Sévanfl @mobﬁmttou o.t' 207 -
rounds were roported. '
" (2) Engineers.
‘ Enemy continues to lay extensive minefields.
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a. FEnemy Casualtios, inoluding Prisemerss . ... . | .. .
255 Ps teken todsy - 3+ Total for operation ~'2546+" ‘Total to dato
10,051, Enemy dead buried = {Septe 29 = 3) {Sopt. 30 = 2) (Ooke I < 2)e
Total to date = 321 Enomy kanks destroyed = (Sept. 21 = 1) (Octe 1 =0)
Totel to date = 163 o : s
Y. Woothor and Visibilitye _ . ]
_ Low overcast with rain all morning. Lew clouds the rest of the
day. Visibility poors Forecast for Octe 2 = Heze in early morming with
“only ‘fair visibility. Brokon olouds throughout the rest of the day with
good visibility. Favorable for eir activity and ground operationss.
" ¢e . Miseellaneouss : : =
5 (1) Civilien report on German soorol wespons referred to V-2
_sites in the woods East ang Northeast of DUSSELDCRF (F3492). w.a"i&'a
. previously reported incorrectly as Noke: - T Edns
7 (2) - Geyman civilians are roported to be using & modern ory Ndth
' o Division
xros, Gormsns 6ro s with |
Jicense number 63604. 1 i,

(3), Chvilimes roport that whilo thoy were cxaniued af & Germmn
 hosdquartors st (K853525) & civilian came in and reported thati he hed

ﬁfg.ﬁflﬂ_ﬂ_"n;ﬁber 063315, oquipped with & radio tronsmitter, in

“mrose Gormans aro-glso reported to bo_:naigpglﬁﬁq_le_n_ciﬂﬂ}ian- op

Just ;;oﬁlrnéfd’:-fzom-'-_;,&‘..&smgfg‘li?"?{1’5’653}'%;1:11 valuable informetion. If this
statement is true, it means thet et least one civilisn (Germ S

- prevent passage %o and from our lines by oivilians. The desor: ption
= ‘this particular sgent was: 45 years old, thin build, thin fao with high -
. sheok bonos, slighty bald, woaring ovoralls end s black suitcgst, no hate
o (4) Belgieu Seoret Ammy reported to First U.S. Army thet the
follewing civiliens are belisved atiached to Amoricen cbmhat"i:nit_jé‘g
Mbrcell MOREAU, ‘of BRUSSELS, a former member of German Gostapo. last seen
in Amorican uniform, Edmond ETTENNE, of BIEVERES, suspeotod enomy agent
snd Germep sympathizere If either of these persons are found present in
units, they should be turped over to CIC. : ; I T T

e - (5) Cut tolephons wires bohind the__?f..;ms of 29%h thwmﬂim

passod ‘through our linos and returned %o tho onemy liness k11 wits must

L]

 wore found to have beon booby trappeds A wire attached to the eut wire was

attached to & Tellermine and fixed with igniter so thet when the wire was-—-

“ picked up by wire crews, tho mine was detonntisds. The hyktalion *of ‘4ho 29th

Infantry Division attached to this Division reported its wire cut in fou
places during the day. These sre only two instances of temperd

‘communications, but they give us feir warning ‘of whet to expget in

futures Wire-tapping os well as wire cutting is also a distinct

bility ingide Geimauye ' T T | bt

8« The enemy oen . Ty : i

= &1)' Dolay ous mdvense with the forces mow in contects

2) Meko en all-out dePense of the SIEGFRIED LINE, ueing all

+ avellsble reservese A gl l

“Pe - Discussions st s e e L Ak i g o
Copability 4 a (2) is definitely indicated, B U ) et sk

T EEE e i

Y
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| G-2 PERIODIC REPORT From; Fz 0001
No. 107 . To 1 02 2400
Maps: GSGS 2541, 4249, 4338, 4-9-R1-R2-§1-52  1/100,000
1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END 'OF PERIOD. ’
&« Enemy Front Lines.
o (k851598)-(K860598 )~ \UBACH (K865592 )=(K857585 )-RIMBURG (K84§586) -
(x837570)=(K830560 )= (K820650)~(K8205610) .
bs. Defensive Orgenization,

SIEGFRIED LINE is scill main enemy defensive positions Only in the
northern half of the Division zons are our troops through the firgt line of
fortifications where they destroyed 11 pillboxes. Between GRILENKIRCHEN (K8664)
and the ROER RIVER, the enemy has constructed additional tank ditches and foxholese.
Construction has also coatinued in the 2 defensive belts of the SIEGFRIED LINE
further to the BEast, this side of the RHINE RIVER.

c. Units in Contect. L

Piis taken today confirm the oresence of lst Buttalion, 330th Infantry
Regiment, 183rd Infantry Division in the sector between GEILENKIRCHEN and RIMBURG
(K8458)« Phs were algso taken in the same arca from 4th Compaeny, 1150th Infantry
Regiment, attached to 183rd Infemtry Division. PW was teken from tho 4th Battery,
218th Artilléry Regiment, in the MARIENBERG (K8459) erca. Now #d biftoabions of
the period wore: lst Company, 42nd Fortress MG Battalion in the BERG
(x850598) erea, end 3rd and 4th Compeanies, 47th Fortress MG Battalilon in tho
RIMBURG (K8458) area. Tho sector from RIMBURG to the Division's sguthern boundary
is believed occuvied by 5 battalions of about 450 men each, oporat?ng under 275th

end 49th Infantry Divisions, Pfis were taken todey in the vicinity jof (K818528)
from 4th Compeny, CT VALTA, attached 49th Infentry Divisioni
d. Artillery.

Estimate 3 light bettalions, 3 modium batteries, and possibly 1 battery
210mm capableo of intervention in Division zones Much of the encmy artillery is
believod to have displaced to the rear for defense in depth. .

€s Reserves.

1 battelion of each of the 3 infantry regiments of 183rd Infantry Divisgion
6re possible onemy rescrves in the Corps zomee 3rd Battalion, 40@@h Iufantry
Regiment, and lst end Svﬂ Battalions, 3562nd Infantry Regiment, 246th Infantry
Division, are still uricerated, but ere belioved in.the wvicinity ofLAACHEN (k8343)
or cn route to this areas Uncommitted cloments of 42nd and 47th Fortress MG
Battelions arc alsgo ililoly encmy reserves. 156th Panzer Grovedior Regimmnt,
116th Penzer Division wes identificd today on the British front the & ﬁ
sector. 9th Panzer Division and 105th Fanzer Brigede woro also i ntffiad in
the semo orea. 10th S3 Panzor Division was idontificd today in the arca of Teh
Armorod Division. 12th S5 Panser Division has boon roported in widely separatod
ereas, but is most probably in VII Corovs sectors COLOGNE is & s:aagglar colloct=
ing voint from which the onemy cen dispatch varioua tyuoa of rese -
2+« ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERICD.

as Gonoral Summary.

In the norihcrn helf of the Diviaion gone, resistence to our attoaock was
mot initially elong the lino of the WURM RIVER whorc the onemy ooTnentrnted small
armg, mortar end artillery fire to onposc our crossing. In spite | of this hoavy
fire, a orossing was scoured, and tho advence continued to the Easte Tho enomy's
defenso in this arca was made both from within the pillboxes and from ficld fort-
ificetions proteeting them. The ecncmy sbibbornly defondod ; G (K850598) -
whore houscs were roported being used es pillboxes. By 1986, our|troops had
ogcupied most of the town, but somo small &rms fire was still boing rocoived.
Morter firc was particularly hoavy in this mowtiveyn seotexn from positions belioved
to be locatod in the UBACH (K8659) nroae Artillory firc was aISOFhonvy in volume
in this sector. Howevor, thorc was no report of the use of dircot fire weapons
by tho enomy. In the contor of tho Division zono, tho onemy met pur abtack with &
largo volumo of smell ayms and morter firc im the vieinity of R (k842689 ).
4 perticulerly intonse amount of smell erms fire wes roccived from the castle
(K845585), end our advancc clomonts wecre held up West of the ral d in that
scctors South of RIMBURG, smell erms firo camo imitially from.
and artillory firc wes also rcooivod, - Oppesition in the woods to the Bast gonw
sigted of 1ntcn@c firc from smell arms and cutomatic woapons 1
fortificntioﬁd'tﬂnrco ‘Soveral pillboxcs wore uncovered in the
(K841575),. At 1900, our troops wore i positien olonghhe :
southorn Flank, . sgvcral feints mado by our troops in thet arce ﬁﬁaw smell erms
and artillery rocotion. Considorablo ertillery fire £oll om BnchLmz (K7848)
end EIJGELSHOVEN (K8256) during the poriods
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CED ATTHE NAT
g .

A

,“tipu of Component Elementss,
Anti Aireraft.

| wwwe Enemy £iak opposing the serinl bonbardnent preeeding our attaok'waa

Hght, in contrest to the 1ntanae acourzte 'flak groviously notod in this area.

(2) Artillory. -
: Enomy artillery fire was heavy bhroughout the periods

tretion of 75 rounds. " Most of the artillery firc roceived was fr
piece or a 4 gun battery. : -
(3) BEngineers. ‘ '
Enemy mlnﬂfic-ds were enoonntared throughout the Divi
3« MISCELLANEOUS.
2« Enomy oasualtios, including nrisoneru.

Fire was
received from the Northeast, East and Southeast. The prevonderence of fire was
from the Southeest, in the general vieinity of ALSDORF (K8954). 30 SHELLREPS
received, 22 counterbettery missions fired. One report of a battglion goncen=

m a:Finglo‘

sion zone.

Totel Phs taken tcday - 28. Total for cperition = 28, Total fo date =
otal to dete -

10,079+ Enomy dead buried todey - O. Total for operation = 8¢ T
32le Enomy tanks destroyed today - O+ Totdl for oporeation = 0.
163, ; ¥ :
be Weathor and Visibility. et -

._ W

Total to date =

Ground haze.in early morning, lifting by mid vorning. Gensrully olenr
throughout the dayk Visibility goode. Forceast for Ootober .8 = 8$attered clouds
in early morning, increcsing in lete morning. Broken clouds in the aftcrnoon
with scatterod showors. Good visibility. Favorable for air activity. Favorable
for ground oporctions. Forceast for Octobor 4 - considerable cloudiness, little

rains Favorcble for ground oporationss
ce Msoellaneoyse
(1) On VII Corns front on Soptcmbor 30, an ostimated 300

but intonso artillory fire was recoived for 2 hours thoronftor.
. (2) T7th Armored Division rcportod thet on their front tho

-4 enemy infantry
launched & courterattack at 1915 agerinst $th Infentry Division Norbhoast of

L. IMMERSDORF (K9626) aftor sn intonsc proparetion by on cstimetod light artillery
btattelions Tho penotration was socalod off end the situntion restorcd at 2080,

crﬁﬁy‘ﬁnéh

sovornl timecs raised white flags to stop the firc., Whon the firing has consad,

the onomy hos rosumod his firo,

(3) The large nwber of unoxploinod holes observed in tho Division zono
foll back to |
in easc of nocessity. !W statcs thet they wero dug by clvilians who did not know

arc rovorted by PW to bo nothing morc than foxholes for troops to
how to dig thom vroporiy
4. ENEMY CADABILITILS

.« The cnamy can
(1) Deldy our edvanco with thc forces now in contact.

reporvos.
Discussion.
Capability 4 a (2) 13 indiectede

SECRET
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(2) Make en all-out dci‘onse of tho SIEGFRIED LIKE using cll evsiclbe
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Order of Battle Notes for period onding 22200 October 1944,

1, The following is an extract of a captured document
. of 42 Fortress M3 Bn, dated 28 September 1544

M3 Ba 42 KOHIER
B staff STFE ICHHOLZ
L ZIGARETTE
" 2¢o ZWIEBEL
" 300 T ISCHTUCH
4 go ASCHLCNBECHER
A co FERDINAND
185 Gren Div ZAMPA
Gren Regt 330 VE ILOHEN
I Bn, * ROSE
I Bn; ¢ NARZISSE

giving the codensmes

42 Fortress ¥ Bn was formed in DUSSEIDORF on 15 September and onve.d from

there to GETLENKIRCHEN., -Some of ite units worc attached to 330
_Gren Div), while the rost romeined in BEILENKIRCHEN.
5 M5 Oos with 16 HM3s cach and a 4th bazooke Qo.

2. Organization of 14 (AT) o, 330 Regt (183 Inf Div):
Threc Plats with each 18 bazooiaa and % LI(«I} "
rescrve for the whole go. 00: Lt XKIRTNER.

2+ Organization of 219 Arty Regt (183 Inf Div):

Onc Bn with 3 AT Btrics

One Bn with 3 Btrice 105 wm Hows.

One Bn 155 Hows,
According to PW the daily allotment
10 rounds per 155 wa Dow,
Porsonzlitiess 4 Btry: (O- Lt MOTZGAU.

4, 47 Bortress Mz @n, connccted with 49 Inf Div, was identificd
 on 119th Inf front. According to them the Bn also consists of 4
“otherwisc its organization is differcnmt from 42 Fortrcss Mz Bn.
{probably also 1 and 2 gos) has threc Plats, cach with two HND

onc AT squad (bazoskes). o has two Mortar Plate, onc Bleycle
one Engr Plat,

Porscnalitics: 3.Coi CO~Lt WIESZ.

D+ Anothor onc of 0Te connceted with 4 Inf Div is T VALTA
forued (or possibly rcformed) at ESCHWSILER dpproximatcly 15 Sep
from there to HERZOGZWRATH. CO- Capt ValTi, FPN- 24526. 4 gor CO

6. According reports from higher HQ 156 Pz Gren Regt of 116 Pz
' “been identificd on the British front ncer ARNKEIM. ¢ Pz Div and
arc in the eanme arca, 10 88 Pz Div was identified in 7th Armd Di

7« PWs from 47 Fortrcss EZngr Bn state that ycllow flarcs at pres
#yc erc here" and greon flarcs "Lift Artillery firc”, It has beo
howcver, that colors arc being changed frequently.

4 gos QO-1t WIENINGER.
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VFUIBUAOO Bl SOG ONVLNLA0Ng 4L/T00 JRISATTY, UTLODOr ¥y 4VST TO USTODROr Ty LU4S.
Attack on the Siegfried idne.

The Znd Battelion occupied a defense line in the vieinity of" enrath,
Germany, with th® lst Battalion on the wvight, For the atitack, thid Bettalion
vas ordered to follow the lst Battalion mt 1000 yards ou an orvder and seize
an ares worth of the two slag dumps at Palenblirg. Company "4 *, under
Regimental control was ordercd to seize u bridge site on the left of the lst
Battalion and secure it frum small arms fire, this eite being on the main
rord from Marienberg to Palunberg, :

A wtudy of maps and photos indicated that the area weet of the slag dump
wag very steep ground, the ares south and southwest of the slag dumpe consistiag
of extensive factory or mine buildings plus 2 large residentinl ares in
Palenberg and Ubach, The Battalion zone of advance to its objective was blocked
by the slag dumps, '

Plans for the attack was as followse=The Bsttalien Line Of Departure. to be
just east of Seherpensesl, the Battalion (less Company ®*L “) to wove to this
Lline 4n orwg-:ju pass through Seherponseel on two roade in the gone of advance
und gftack in the zone of the lst Batialion until acroge the Wurm River,
therealter northeast to the Battalion objective. Formatian Coupanies abreast,
Gompany “F " on the left, Company "¢ ¥ on the right, one Machine Gun platoon
direct suppert of Cempany “F ", one seotion direet suppert Compmny "G *, ene
seotion direct support Company "E “. 51 mm, mertar platoon frum positions
sorthweet of Murienberg in general support of the Battalion. The Battalion
to be prepared to change formation to colum of sompanies »t Battslion Line
of Departure, to indtinlly seisze a line (see overlay) near the slag dumpe,
reorgenize wnd eontinue the attack on order.

The Attack--Qotober 2, 1944, Compony "L ",

Company "E * ccordinated there attack with the lst Battalion mdvanc.iug
on the left of the lst Batielion. Initially "E “ Compauy was to clear out
the town of "Harienberg ™ und then cross the Wurm River snd seeure the bridge
site on the main road to Paulenberg. This bridge site was locuted approximately
400 yarde worth of the Battalion (lst Bu,) crossing, (see overlay),.

On the advance, I Compeny rsn into extremely heavy mertur amd artillery
fire 400 to 500 yerds from Marienberg. They contimued their audvanee, ram into
Hachine gun fire and sniper fire in MHarienberg, finally clearing ocut the towu,
"E ¥ Company suffered heuvy gasuanliies during this operation muinly frou
artillery snd morter fire, The lst platoon with one section of Heavy Hachine
Gun and the weapons platoon attached, vecured the bridge site from positions
on the weet eide of the river, The 2nd and 3rd platoons erossed the river
North of the lst Battalion (see overlay) aud oleased out twe large pillboxes,
mimerous maohine guns postions and secured the bridge site from the Last of
pumll arme fire, Tho bridge site was secoured by 1600 when the 275th
" EBugineer group started vork sud completed the bridge for heavy traffic by 2000.

"L ¥ Company cowtinued with the wigeion of sevuring the bridge site until
relieved by unite of the 2nd Armored oa Oeteber 4th, "L " Coupsuy then linked
up with the nd Battalion in defense of Pulenborg.

“F * Company.
i
“F " Qompany, in it2e attack, crossed the Line of ani.rture at 1430 and
wAvamaad in tha uame seetor as "B " Coupsny of the lst Battalion, They
eontintedetheir advance through the west portion of Palenberg, cleaning out this
piortion of town as they advanced. They encountered machine pun and rifle fire from



the houses end dug in positions, Therse advenee comtinued along the west

of Palenberg and they were able to aselst "L " Comprny in cleaning out

the two large pillboxes and numerous machire gun positions, There assist-
ange helped considerably in sesuring the Bridge site., "F " Company
advanced on Nerth of Palenberg and took up deflensive position North of

town (ses overlay) at the bottom of a high ridge that wos oecupied by the
enemy, "I " Company segured thie portion of town on the niuht of October 2.

On October 3, 1944, "F " Company continued the attack with the miscion
of securing the high ground north of the town, The only approach was a
large draw weet and north of the large slag piles and factory district.
The enemy held this dgaw with a strong force and covered by pirlboxes, "F "
Company was stopped on this wttack without advancing,

On October 4, at 0700, "F " Company was counteratbtacked by 240 Germmns,
The counterattask came through the draw that ¥ " Company attacked through.
This was held by the 2nd platoon of "I " Cowmpany. This platoen, with the
support of artillery und mortar firey; had the counteratiack repulsed by
1500, It wee negessary, durivg the operation, for the platoon leader te call
for mordur sad artiilay fire on his own poeifion. Hand to hend fighting wus
engountered with the snemy, “F " Company su od moderate losces, Thse
following days (three days), "B " Company sent out numerous patrols and had
several swall skirmishes with the enemy. They kept coutect wilh tho enemy
st all times,

Company "G ",

"G " Company SEStestiegy followed "I " Company, and crossed the Line
of Departure at 1630, "G " Company also h=d to cross the Wurm River under
extremely heavy wortar and artillery fire. " ¢ " Company cleaned out the
balanee of Palenbery and advanced to the factory district Zast of the town,
They linked up with "F " Compsny and took positions along the faetory, This
fastory is located on built up ground and is surrounded by a wall from 15 to
25 feet high., The enemy had perfect observation of everything from the
factory uildings on our positions, "G * Company segured tnis portion of
town on the night of Qotober 2. On Oe¢tober 3, they cleaned out the factory
area and kopt this area sesurs by constant patrelling,

"G " Company, in cleaning out the balance of Pulenberg, captured a
lar-e number of positions and a large amount of German equipment and guns.

Cougigny "H “4

"H " Cowpeny initially supported the attack of the Hegiment with worters
in battery NHorthwest of Marienberf, On Ootober 3, the mortars displaced to
Palenberg and supported our poeitions, The fire of the wortars was largely
responsible for breaking up the sounmteratitack,

“F * Company was supported by one seetion (platoon) of Heavy Machine gun,
"G " Company and Y E " Cowpany were supported by one sestion of leavy Machiue
gun eachs



SUNMBARY OF BATTALION OPERATIONS,

The 2nd Babtalion, mission origineily was to secure ¥ the high
ground North of Palenberg, This hich ground was heavily defended by dug
in enemy end covered by pillboxes, The only spprouch svailablie te this
high ground washe draw thet "F " Cempany wes to attack through, The
ridge seouring this high ground was very steep and in some plmces vortj.cal.
The 2nd Batialion was released of the miseion of tsking this high ground
on October 3 and given the mission of seouring the Regiment left flenk

which was accomplished,

“F ¥ &"G " Compunies; both had to pass through ujits of the lst
Battalion thset wore held up, making cowirol a difficult problem, “I "
Company reverted bmek to Battellon coutrol on October 4th.

On Odteber 6th, the 2nd Battaliod moved to Ubach and took up positions
to the Northiest (see overlay) and secured the left flemk of the 3rd
" Battalion, Thie move was made durisg the late hours of lightness and during
dark., Heavy mortar and arullary fire wae received during the entire
P‘md.



