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SN Dooumentiticm ol sacgliried Line.
e + gommanoing ueneral, fuh TAVAEl M arvadlery TN Fd0,U.E. My

1, Mony ot the dewrlls or olr erperiences 11 breachily uni®
“ie..ic J1me have been plVen Lo s by our intanwuy. Since they
neilunily uncerwent uhe eXpPOriences, 1uv 18 1eLL Lhtt 3 Lruer ploiure
will ve vbeained direce 1.0m wheit, fowlel il NAVIOL UB piVe & Teporw
o1 wnelr wapelriences. All 01 uht IOLLOWLIg 1M1OLMALLUN w2o ieporved

W0 up Uy BreialeEsy Lifiouil Uilivesrs, rUiwizsd UubeaVeis, ana Jsear area

arviiiery personnel.

Y, lor sexment ol lhe line encounLered see annex "A" overiuy
tor 1/25,000 map.

Z, Flan of segment or Lhe line encountcered:-=1'he line vae constructved
o take tull awvaniilge ol wie riVel anu hEIshy slound. rnese naeuanl
0D LRULEE ChnniiZdeu ube aVeuilee UL GppuUscil, oud QL wodV e pguosnlons
and PERA CoudDLLENSd L0 COVEF withe apyronah roucen. ‘the weneral plon
ot defense war first, the river fercable in 2 few places) secondly,

a hiph woeded ridpe overlooking the river :nd apprecches TTom the 'reet;
thirdly, well pisced plilbomes alone whrs ridee sup;iemenced by oy 1n
pesitlens Dol widh ANd wiunout overnead eovel, Laltay anti-perscnncl
ané cnti-vehigle minem which were loid te furtker canslize uvenuee of
appyoaech. In depth behind the wooded ridpe were addl tiensl mine riclds,
anti-tenk ditches, =nd¢ piilboxes des.pned to rereshlse haystncks and
¢arm heveer. Tacse were very well cuaouflaged due to zging of camou-
flagcd resitions over & lomg period of time.

The wire encounterad by our Forwurd Cbrervers proved to be ne
rhateele 4o the troape with whom they were working. 7The anly wire
sacountered was sipple strond, nuch of iv hed hoen cut by mertir ond
srtillery rire. Ticlde ot fire hod been prepered in eenc cacee by cutting
ot vegetatien snd trees, This wes true in the casge of th2 fortificat-
iens found on the high wecded ridge. IDehind the ricge, the woeds gave
w=y te ener, rolling terrnin ond fielde of faire were ne orchlem for
the enemy., :

4., Detmiled plon of ditferent tynes of defense ~nd obetoelis;e-
"ie infermation eannet be piven pccurately by us, since the op-enrance
of there pooations nad been greuuly altered by our enginecrs znd infan-
try by the time we were clese encugh to inspeot them.

5. OStatcment of tocticaj;==Urce of artillery by the snervy in defense
of Yig noeitions;.nd use of our artillery in the »peoulti--..t the
opening cf this operation the enemy ~“ruiilery missione consisted of
muny herraszing znd interaiciien firee in our area, with little effreot.
.alse there were severzl fTirer in our ares, which seemcd to be attempte
2t ecruntorbattery, however, these were characterized by -n nmsually
err 11 2mount ~r cmminition for councerbattery fire. 'ledivrm wnd heavy
celiber artillery were used feor interdictory anc harrzccing firers. :.s
the errintion propresced, the enagy chrngec hir methods to ehrotine
large concentrntions ¥vith puns et mixed eccliber. .Lre-p veuld be fired »
on frem neveral directione similtanecusly; hewever, the fire =»»s 5§ill
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cuite ineffeciive 2nd contined so until rr= trocrs erosred the
rivei. T7 f2 helicved that by f:> the prr nLect mercertuee of the
encr's SiTe v to this time was uncheeived. Trom the tine of the
river erencing con, tie eney pl.ced tlie grectnet port of hic nnebserv-
ed fire on the cres-ing peints, mnd fired esheeaveu conceotrreincns on
the troeps that were aszrulting the pillboxes. ‘The Ciror on the
bridpger were ruite effcetive ap hericoring fi-en ~nd erusac nuite a
few eagieltice. _ninthir effecuive uze nt wne esnemy ortillery wee
cbinined by woiting urtil our treoeope entcered the wonde nd then tiring
concentrztions clen, tue edpe or uhe tres line. Thie rervited in
mTny trec burste end trne effect woulo heve bern devorinting 1t the
enemy dais had been qere recurates lHewever, miny of hic fires were
wvonled on oress which our troens did ner spnter. Tir rethed of vaing
ehrerved fires in the defense wae Yery eIteéciavis . ©'7 «  Opw
we dd assault A pilloexk, fnd eveuluaily vake it uthere war : tendoney
Le crowd nrenna cthert 2t first.  the enemy tork cdvsvt~ee ~F thir by
firing finres frem hoxes vhiel. ¥~ 2till held teawnrd the ere whin,
ard guet been token ond within ¢ minute er twe rurprise fire venld he
l:trrllp-;hfkc'f""f! en the box in ecur peercerion, Thir rerulted in erenuanlties
for r. while, u_ntiJ. our men lecrned net o gother ~revnd these beres.
another vee of enemy rriillery was displaved in thelr counterntincks.
“hea reT traens meved inte their pillbores, =nd tlhe encay countrr-
atacked, celtynrerelled wuns sne huil-down tonke were vsed te fire
t.*.irect fire on the bexer. 'his tire did lintle ¢t iage to The box
itrelfy heweve f

selfy ° Ty 1t etteciuvely nenwrnlized the persennel or the inside,

Aftre driving the enemy “rem the wenfed rid e "nd e
he ranth, sur into e r R ESAL o
T cuth, eur infencry bre cgedn come nnoer henvy concéntrations 2 4
chrarved fite. Ther crc once mgai si b Wil
ariliig firen ok » ofg2in using the sentiered nipght horr-
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17 P i - - cr, - > - 7
lan ; isah F 17T 70 GentToylne pillbores even with conorete
ylexeing ruser: Weowrver, in meoet ennez it ean he ettYeciively ureod in
errenerailol wilh medivm oy he-wy gnliber -vrill-rv., e 1ired 1'1
mirpected Inertiene eevernl tames and kneckcd the c"mnu’f;_—;ge ppfeﬂiwl
erT expesing the pillbor for adjustment by Frevy exed ;1--1—:,- nie b -;
very ettective asysten we used wnz to =dgunt on baxes ~no r;.'wr"" wig )

-y e i) - o e o . - SR
f‘“tz’::‘ --‘E—-“- the nenvies or meciums 1ived on tnem. «hen tlo hApapisp
“:1- "n_f;{ :‘;iz 2 by, :he: survivors (if any) often ran evt of the hox
wn;um—,[:'f,*’v to ub,': WARY. de _v'r\nm then rire an whe= =pd gre ~Tract
iy uslly very pr tirying., o hao oirrientny in ~ineting en the
_-:;ln fortificatione vhiel: were rysund the pi Llho..we ‘rSu 'mt .r? Ir‘

- e e i ) CPLiNew, t wonded
ridue; heenuse ot the excellent comeurloge -“ne gover I*‘:"'W: 2 :‘h
obEP . VErE coudn HICK whese peraitions up, we oot Ld r; 1 ' .J‘i‘ ik
e ey . s i L, ' arettly 1Ce1linrve
th . rYrner M_ Mir intsntry oy nentralizing vhese nnsit N = :
intentry streclcn tne nillhoxes 1€ rocormend t 3 Aaacaiane He
on thase rortiticstions since as = mie E;,;:ynh, ;h.:,'t fuze delcy he uged
pan e e = = = s SrY pood overnenc

2pecinl care shoula be . iver ’

e S ) fEaVern T Y £ 3 = - r
defenmve rires, ‘e foond to ° the selcciion zne wrepiratien of

} : 2T counterattacyrs were freones ‘ne o8
of e de F— " . > ~'3 Mt end sBom

i rensive vires wore used almoslL eve } " e
wie siven full eredit Tor staprim. arory Died . The artiilesy.

Y n_y»; several eouncernttacks,



we Bhot in ocur derepeive Ilrer ng orten ng pessivle besause we
wers SLmore CerLolll To NeE Wiuw, -l DoC3uEe The countveridwercks oL wen
OOUUTAEU Hi v.s Q4K whell LNCre wWes N0 OPPOrWIinity uwh SGJUEt I'ire.
1his operatis~n required Mere ¢...caVErs vnon normal, due o tne fact
that visibllity was poor £nd zones ol observaticn restricted by’ the
wooded rioge iine,

n. Statenmmt ol righting quality of trocps:-- This can best be
rbiained from tne intaniry. However, our ohseérveres reported that
atter n few hits on & plllbox tnere was 2 noticeable decline in the
enemy's will to fight, 2na on several occreions thay gave up witvhout
any resistance.

{e 1'iscellaneous remarks:-- Forward Observers wio went inuv
pillhoxes were rendered impoueu. when ihe enemy counverritacked. ‘They
were pinned aown by enemy direct rire ana could optain no observeilon
10 A0Jusy 11Te 0N enemy puns.,

Close cooperaivion wiun ule englneers 1s -neuvessary Lo laclilivarte
e adeveloymeni ol uhe siwuAation arter whe initial preachan, or the
1ine., e were delsyed in moving to new positiens py an exiremely iarge
number of anti-tank and anti-perscnnel mines. A8 A result we surfered
pusunlties in voth men and vehicles.* .irtillery mine clearing crews
rre not cepable of rinding and removing wooden anti-personnel mines,

especls lly when uhe situvatlion calls tor 2 rapid 1olvuasa disglacement.

rer the Bottalien vormander:

ARTLY 3. WORCE, Sk,

gapt. Fui
. : 5-2
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BREACHING THE SIEGFRIED LINE T )

(Comments of Lt Col Otto Ellis, Executive Officer of the 30th Division

Artillery, given to Cantain Ferriss on 17 October LlL)

~ s

The SP 155's did a creditable job in their efforts to knock out the pill-
boxes facing the 30th Division. Of course no artillery can destroy pillboxes, but
the SP 155's ran the Jerries out of the pillboxes, at least temporarily.

Col Ellis believes that the enemy was fooled as to where the attack would
be launched by (1) the fact that the division originally approached the Siegfried
Line south of the target areé; (2) artillery feints in front of the 120th Iniantny
on the south; and (3) the fact that the division's artillery was emplaced in the
position of a ring around the 120th with a preponderance on the left.

The counter-battery program was not as effective as it should have been.
He attributes this to a good deal of poor weather and to the shortage of artillery
ammunition. In this connection Col Ellis emphasizes the tremendous amount of art-
illery necessary to actually silence the enemy's batteries. ¥ith an inexhaustible
supply he believés that we have enough rifles to silence them in 10 hours. He
points out that in the last war it was not unusual to thrﬁw out 4 million rounds
in one night.

The 92d Chemical Battalion fired a moving barrage arranged so that it
could be'halted or moved according to directions of the FO. This barrage was
more effective in the case of the 117th than the 119th. This may have been due
to (1) the failure of the 119th to keep up with the barrage (it is a good deal
more difficult for infantry to keep up with a mortar barrage than an artillery
barrage); (2) or to "fallacies in the artillery plan." ("Fallacies" result from
(1) errors in maps, (2) inability to make complete daylight reconnaissance.)

The artillery support in this operation was very effective against

“enemy counterattacks. Of course artillery can kill only when the enemy does get
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out of its holes and counterattacks. That is its job.
Col Ellis feels there was nothing exzceptional in the operation except
the flexibility of communications and liaison. There was never any break in art-

illery communications during the operation.

(Additional comments of Major Parrish, S-1 of 30th Division

Artillery)

-

The enemy has had more artillery during this operation than any previous
operation. His firing has been almost continuous. Fortunately, althougﬁ our in-
fantry took a lot of it, most of what the enemy fired was wild. This was partic-
uwlarly true of the long range heavy stuff. The preatest difficulty of the enemy
artillery is the lack of observation. Only occasionally does it have good ground
OP's, e.g., slag piles. It is SOP for our artillery to knock out all likely enemy
OP's, and these slag piles got a great deal of attention, ‘

The enemy's inability to launch any sizable coordinated counterattack

was due more than anything else to the work of our artillery and our control of

the air.

The shortage of ammunition has meant that in all artillery planning, we
have had to spread our concentrations very thin. Major Parrish believes that if

we had had enough ammunition we could have blacked out the enemy's artillery.



ul Thirtieth Infantry Division Lrt-illery
“f K 1315t July 1944

y/,' v Botween the lst and 7th July 1944, the activity pattern
|~ of the 30th Div, Arty. olosely resembled that of the preceeding
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month;however ,an air of expectancy permeated the command as it was
felt that the rols of defending a river line was rapidly drawing to
a olose, At the C,P. in the vioimity of Lison, Normandy, Franoce,
final plans and preparations during this period were completed for
the support of the first ococordinated attack of the divieion, a
river crossing operation. This operation was to play an important
part in a ooordinated lst U.8. Army attaock.

The general plan of attack was as follows; The 117th Inf.
would foroe a orossing of the Vire et Taube River in the vioinity
of Alres and together with the 119th Inf., attack westward using the
Alres=8t. Jean de Daye Highway as the axis of attacke The 120th Inf
would, at a later hour, force a orossing of the Vire et Taute Canal
in the vicinity of the ocrossing of Highway No. 2 north of St, Jean

Yli-ogh-

'+ de Daye, using sald highway as an axis of approach to Bt, Jean de

{

Daye. The two foross to join south of saild village in the vioinity
of the latters.

As the infantry plan of attack took shape and materialired , }
likewise did the artillery plan of supporting fires. The latter in-
volved the use of sight field artillery battalions and one chemiocal
mortor battalion in addition to the organic artillery battelions of
the Division Artillery,whioch are four in number. The bulk of the
artillery was to support both crossings which were thousands of meters
apart as shown by maps of t he area, The plan was further compliocated
by the faot that both operations must be supported without moving a
battaliong the Chemioal Mortor Battalion must be employed to support
an infantry attack ( & most unusual role) and the attack must be
supported by successive concentrations, both on time and on call in
order to oonserve ammunition.

Clo-LyY -oge

I¥ acoord with the foregoing plan,at 0'&&303 July 1944, the
division lashed out with the firast of its slashing two fisted attaocks,
that of the westward drive of the 117th Inf., followed by the south-
ward drive of the 120th Inf, Marching behind murderous artillery
fire both bridgeheads were seoured by sundown of the 7th July 1944,
acoording to plan. Acoording to reports from Army Headquarters, this
wag the greatest display of artillery fire to date displayed in operations
on the Normandy Beach Heads Cerbainly its effectiveness could not be
minimized in yiew of the casualties sustained by the division which
were; KIA, &3 §m, 2623 MIA, 2. This river orossing operation, one
of the most hazardous of military operations, was sucocessfully
aocomplished against a fierce and fanabically determined enemy, who
had had weeke in whioh to prepares his defenses against this very
operation, who oocupled high ground affording superior observation
and fields of fire over thousands of meters of ground, much of which
must of necessity be orossed,and who had orders to hold his ground
at all coet.

Credit for the success of this operation is in large part
due to the superior work of Col. Obtto Ellis and Lte Col. Frederick
¢. Shepard, Exeoutive Officer and 8=3 in the order respectively, who
took great pains to consider the minutest detail and metioulously
secure the same, This plam may very well be of hietoric significance
in fubure artillery study. See "Amnex 1, F.0. No. 3, 30th Infantry
Division Artillery". Also,see; "Annex 2" and VAnnex o} phoGograph ’@(&-
o river-orossing sites. } 1% Q‘?
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In sucoeeding days following the attack of the Tth July
1944, the division pushed steadily forward until a parabolic line
was established extending from Goucherie to a point approximately
2500 meters south of St. Jean de Daye themce to la Meauffe.

On the third day of the attack Headquarters and Headquarters

Babttery orossed the Vire et Taubte River at Alres and established
the C.P. in the vioinity of the latter village. This was a period
of extensive enemy sniper aotivitye. In recomnoitering for a C.P,
Major Parrish and Lt. Flowers were pimuned down by sniper rifle
fire, "purp” gun fire and ertillery interdiction and harrassing
fire in the order mentioned,extending an otherwise one hours
reconnaiesanced into a four hour ordeal. When the main body moved
from the old C.P. Captain Campbell who remained to close out wire
communications wes immediately taken under sniper fire and forced
to seek cover, |\ During this move Jerry chose to counter-attack
in foroe right at the time when the command post was in route

to the new area, The situation was first dealt with by Gen.
MeLain, Maj. Parrish, Capte. Campbell and Capt. Kunkel who re-
mained at the old C.P. for a pericd. Upon the arrival of Cols
Bllis and Lt, Col. Shepard at the new C,P. they took over and
direoted the highly effective fires of the Div. Brty. oubt of
pocket, proverbially speaking, with a map board, two grease
pencils and a telephone. Literally, a curteim of artillery

fire was pulled down on Jerry and the oelebrated Panzer Lehrs
promptly rotired; however, not before suffering severe punish-
ment e

The 113th Cave Regt,, using the bridge ° sad established
by the 120th Inf., attempted to secure the right flank of the
division and Yo olean out a pocket to bhe immediate right rerr;
however, it beoame or originally was a little too hoy for them
to handle. The linth Division, using the same beach head,
cleanod out thies pocket in tine r3” yushed southward to eventually
equare out the front on o line east and west,

On the July 1944, the division again executed a
coordinated attack which ultimately tock the division to the line
Pont Hebert-¥ents and wostward to the Division boundary. The

The break-through atteck of 25th July 1944, was the
next major item on the agenda of the divisjon. Plans for this
operation were evolved and completed {rom the C,P. looated
approximately 600 meters north and 1000 meters emst of Vents.
This attack was to be preceddd by a great air bombardment in-
volving upwards of 3000 aireoraft, followed by artillery; then
the breakthrough by the infantry and finally the passing through
of the armor. After many deys ewaiting favorable bombinz weather,
the 24th July was set for the show. The bombers took off and a
considerable part of the artillery preparation was expended when

the attack was called off because of poor visibility., Unfortunately,

many of the bombs fell short and considerable casualties were
caused.

On 26th July 1844, the division onoce more smashed 1nto‘7
the enemy lines seeking the all important breakbhrough. This
dey the bombers of the Ninth Air Force really tore into our troops
in earnest, Casualties ran high and thie attack literally tore
the gubs out of the very high fighting spirit, morale and will
of our forces. The 92 Chemical lorbor Battalion is a example
of the havoo wrought. This battalion sustained four consecutive
attacks by our bombers which for all intents and purposes put
them out of action for t he day. Dispite the foregoing, the air
did discourage the enemy and no doubt did ocontribute materielly
to the suocess of the operation. By late evening the armor |
began to pass through our troopsr; i —
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Upon passing through this division,armored elements,
ineluding the 2nd Armored Division, broke into the open. Thus
did thie division break the crust of enemy resistence and un-
leash the havoe of armor upon the enemy which subsequently made
such spectacular dashes,first to the coast and thenoe into
France propors '
The division pressed on in succeeding days to capture
first an intermediate object and then the final objective of
the drive, Tessy sur Vire. 3

The month of July saw the linal seasoning and shaking
down of the division. The division, incliding all elements
thereof worked smoothly and lived up to and exceeded the very
high esteem in which it ie held by higher authority. All
objectives were taken in order, with all proper dispatoh and
the division was the paoce setter for the divisions on the right
and left flanks of the division,respectively.

The division was first up against a make=-shift group,
organized and pressed inbo the line until seasoned troops could
be brought to bear. This group was largely made up of teenage
boys, fenatioal as they were unpredictable. The original river
orossing was just in time to forestall an atteok in force by
seasoned foroes of the enemy freshly brought into the line,

Beginning with the river crossing and continuing
throughout the month the division experienced some of the
fiercest fighting of the whole Normandy ocampaign to dates
The division sustained sixteen counter-attaocks in the first
soven days of the orossing, two of which were in force,
supported by numerous tenks smd=wer® ‘seeldng e breakthrough
to the sea. Involved in these counter-attacks were several
well known German Paratroop Regimembs, elements of the 2nd
88 Panzer Divieion, the Panzer Lehr Division, etec. In the
firet seven days of this attack the divieion lost 3,277
offiocers and men, fired 6,592 rounds of 156 mm Howitzer
emmunition and 22,064 rounds of 105 mm Howitzer ammunition.
See "Ammex 4". All attacks were either stopped before our
Tines, or sealed off by artillery fire, looalized and then
liquidated by the enfmmbtry. None of these attacks foroed
the division to give ground although they oame in consider-
able force,many of which oeme aoross the front of the Ninth
Infentry Division and into the exposed right flank of the
division.

On the first night of the oocoupation of the
CaPsypreviously mentioned,in 'the vieinity of ¥Ysmkx Le Manior
{440628) the unit was subjeoted to a holocaustic saturation
attack by enemy bombers, The [irst wave struok at approximately
2801668 July, braoketing the C.P. area and causing casualties
in the division C.P. aoross the road. The second wave ebbadned
obtained hits in the C.P, and Battery area, one of which hit
the stable in which the aid station was located destroying
veluable medical supplied and equipments One bomb hit in the
vioinity of the aid station killing Major Joseph Funk, Dive
Arty. Surgeon,who was at the time answering a call for medieal
8id by the wounded of the first atvack. In addition to Major
Funk, a driver was killed, the first cook and two cook's helpers
of the @eneral's moss, the Intelligence Corporal and & guard
were wounded and three Liaison Officers were evamouated as a
result of this attacks In addition to the nforegoing, practioally
all of the transportation of the Div, Arty. Headquarters was
either damaged or destroyemdj the officer's mess tent was torn
to ribbons, the equipment destroyed; all of the pereonal baggege
of the officers was burned completely when the officerst
baggage trailer burned. T ble burned the remainder of the 4_7
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night affording & perfect beacon for returning enemy bombers,
This etable was only ten paces from the building housing the
C.P. 8nd all of the officers. The remainder of the night was
hectio for all concerned.

On 29-30th July the C.P. was again bombed. On 29th July
the C.P, was moved to the vicinity of LA Gonniwkere (49605695)
and housed in buildingfegain. On.wave of bombers strudk at
302130B July and another at 0610, WNo damage was dope to the
premises; however, needless to say neither wave caught the
personnel sleeping as the first severe bombing had done. We
found that we were fipally a very profitable target for Le Boohe,
On the night of 30-3lst July, the C.P. was again attack by enemy
bombers, this time with more sucocess. One stlok of 106 pound
bombe and assorted anti-persomnel bombs landed squarely in the
CeP, areas Two of the 100 pound bombs landed 20 feet from the
front door of the house in which the C.P., quarters and install-
ations were loosted, As the plans fort he coordinated attaock
forthe following morning were being completed these bombs
burst in the windows, inmluding all blackout, blew off a door
and penetrated the building in a dozen places., One hot frag-
ment finally lodging in General Lewis' bed. No oasualties were
inourred by this atteck and little time lost in the campletion
of the Field (rder. Another room was promptly prepared, blacked
out and work went opn almost immediately.

Brigadier Eenerel Reymond §, Molein left this ocommand
on 26th July 1944, end reported for duty with the 90th Infantry
Division where he subsequently took ocormand. His leaving was &
serious blow to the persomnel of this organization as well as
to the arganizetion. He was loved end respected by every member
of t he division with whom he came into contact. Much of the
sucoess of the division during thie period was due to his
sotivities, the benefits and lessons learped from his vast
experience in actual combat and his sound counsel, Captain
Riochard Kunkel alsco left as his Aid de @Gamp, As counter-
battery offioer, Caph.Kunkel's work was of invelueble benefit
to the division. His superior handling of mounter-battery
missions will long be remembered in this organitetion,

General James M, Lewis assumed command of Oiv. Arby.
2810008 July 1944.

The Air QOP's throughout this period proved their
worth time and again and were used during all daylight hours.
Enough cannot be said for their part in the operations of the
command, Capt. Blohm, Dive Arty. Air Officer, oan feel justly
proud of his "brood". See "Amnex 5, Report of Air Officer, July".

The work of Sgte Ellis and his oommunications section;
of 8gte Duffie and his Medioal Detachment; of Sgt. Fountain mnd
his Operations Seotion and of Sgte. Berg as Sergeant Major oould
not be excelled. Through adversity, fire, bombings, eto., they
maintained their polse, sound judgment and rurther inhanced the
respect and admiration in which they are held by the offioers
and men of this command.
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Position Areas: 1 July 10th July 17th July 20th July 28 July 29 July

Div. Arty. (See Body) .
113th F.A.Bn. 52757921, L8BBT590 45607000 L3986371. 145105990

118th F.A.Bn

197th Fo As Bn 5257Thh 48657211 46206940 44656277 18705595
230th F.A, Bn. 45808160 16907680 L6BO7300 45006930 45106220 b 7505730

Missions Fired:

Light Battalions: 2381 missions

(200 counter-battery missions included)
Medium Battalions: 865

-Casualties:
KIA - 27 Note: Casualties were extremely high among
the foreward observer parties and liaison
WIA - 119 parties. Two (2) ofk the light battalions
, sustaining in excess of 70 § officer forward
MIA - O observer casualties, One light battalion lost
. all three liaison officers and one replacement
NBC - 20 lialson officer.

Materiel Logs: Primary loss in materiel occurred 'from shell and bomb
fragmentation. Although accurate records are not
presently available tires, radiators and gas tanks on
approximately fifteen per centum of the vehicles were

ctured.and repaired, Toss by accident and by mechan-
al failure was negligible.

Prisoners Captured: 35, including three by the Chaplain,

Effective Strengbh, 31st July: 2121 Officers and Men,

Anmnition Expenditures: _113th _118th _197th 230th Total Lts X Med ’
| 17624 2848 173h5 28136 65557 84,803

Comments: Hedgerow fighting is exceedingly expensive in forward observers
and the equipment of these parties. These parties must of
necessity be in most cases not over one hedgerow behind the
leading elements of the infantry. R;'Ese parties must use
every effort te conform in appear/@o he troops which. they

, are accompanying otherwlse they find themselves casualties
in the very early stages of the operation.

Units should be allowed to enter combat with a fifty per
centum overage in officer strength of battery grade. Some
delay is occasioned in receiving replacements and green
officers straight out of a replacement center and entering
combat for the first timé with seasoned troops find the
going rough to say the least and casualties among this
element are high, Further, batblewise enlistedmen are

not prone to respect the judgment of these officers at
times when confidence is of great concern.
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UNIT REPORT NO. 26

Inclosure No. 2 to scoompany Uait ee

Par. 2 - ONN SITUATION:

"B
" b.
Ce

as

Daye:- Aire,.

i -Orgunigution:

during dey.

on South f ront.

Front liwes, or most advanced elemsnts:
Location'of troops, CI's, boundaries, o tc:

Location of adjucent units amd supporting troops:

" Unitbg
Place:

POHT DF, ST, FROMON

£ Mi WEST of

~Datg; 9 July 1944

Brief description of operstions during period:

See overlay.

Ses overley.

See overlsy.

. Div Arty, 203rd FA Bn and 391st Groupment (391st Armd FA Br
and 58th FA Bn) attached supported attack of Div South from St. Jean de

Support by successive

230th FA Bna
118th FA Bn
197th FA Bn
203rd FA Bn

fires of 230th FA Bn.

cns on call.

H Hour 0700.

dirsct support 120th Inf

direct support 117th Inf initially
direct support 119th Inf —

general support smd reinforcing

113th FA Ban zeneral support
. 391st Groupment (391 & 58th ARmd FA Bas) direct

Corps - reinforcing fire of Div.

support CCB and be prepared to reinforce fires
of 197th FA Bn

228th FA Gp, zenl supt of

113th, 118th displsaced to positions S and Vi of Vire River

Fire from 18 Bns, namely, Div Arty, 391st, 58th, Corps

1

From 1530 to 1930, Div Arty assisted in repulsing counterattack
Sriy,

Sgth and. 67th Armd FA Bas, concentrated fire om front of counterattack.

Ammunition Expended:

105~-mm
155=-mm

(090600 - 091930 July 44)

e. Estimate of combat efficiency:

f. Results of operations duriag day:
. activity kep to minimum.

- 4871 Rds.
- ‘.&000 Rds.

100 per cent.

v
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