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OPZAATIONS OF FIRST U.3, ARMY
* 1 =~ 30 september 1944

INTRODUGTION
Operations of the First U.3, Army during the month of 3eptem=

ber were those of an interior unit .on an exploitation and develop=
.ment misslon, , It 1a true that the direction of advance at one
time out across the line of retreat-of German forces east of thg
lower reaches of the IJILINE Riﬁer, as will be geen in a more de-
talled narrative which follow;; However, in general, the period
was one of direct advance in a clear cut zone of action, It will
be recalled that the First U,3, Army, fanned out from a corps rear
boundary reaching from CHARTRES to DHEUX;‘orossed the SEZINE on a
front extending from MELUN to MANTE3-GA3SICOURT, and then dlreated
ita efforts almost exacti} northeast with a right boundary between
th; Mirst Army and the Third Army on its right, running from MSLUH
irregulayrly above RIEIM3 to RETHEL and thence east, and a left
boundary between the First Army and the Britlsh 3Second Army on:the
left running northedst from MANTES-GAS3ICOURT pagt ALBEKT .and BAPRUME
to TOURMAI and thence east above MOM3,

_ As the month opened tha First U.3. Army had reached a line
between BRETEUIL and MONTDIDIER on the left and RulIEL on the right
except of course for asome bulges where advances had not been uniform,
Shortly thereafter there was a change of direction and a broadening
of front so that the army right boundary then ran almost due east
from 321330N3, and the north bohndary ran slightly north of east
from TOURHA& to the neighborhood of DUSIELDOKF, Within this corerl-
dor the First U,3. Army explolted the disorganization of the hostile
forces and pressed against a withdrawing enemy., [nis easmy be;snl‘
to reslst our progress with some stubbornness abouﬁ the middle of
the month as oup fnroes'approachsd and finally reached the sastern ‘'
frontiers of BELGIUM and PRANCE,

18 an intalligence statement prepared on 31 August had tndi-'
eated, 1t appeared that .the Germsn Seventh Army, wilch had resisted
our attacks in NORMANDY, had been practically completsly demolished
or geattered, To our.north facing the British were Lhose portions

of the German Fifteenth Army which had not been sent as reinforcements



to the German 3eventh krmf. To ﬁuv right front were portions of
the OGerman Myst Army which had defended the west coast of FRANCE
from the LOIRE River to the 3panish border. It had yielded two
divisions to the debacle of the 3Seventh Army and had been charaod
with blocking advances of thes Third U,3. Army between CHARTHES ‘and
ORLEANS, at which it was not successful., It appeared to be opera-
ting south of tﬂe 0ISE River, Yith this German Flrat Army aoﬁth
of ﬂhe OISE and wibh‘tha bulk of the German Fifteenth Army to our
north, in front of the British and defending the channel ports, it
aﬁpeared that ths drive of the F{rst U. 3, Armylin praaées at the
commencement of the month, which had already reached northéaast with
'1ts right on RHEINI and its left considerably refused to the north-
west, mirht be striking 1n£o.an open gap., After the capitulation
of PARIS, the rapid atlvance of the First U,.3, Army in the last days
-nf August aéemed to indicate that unusual opportunities were of-
fered for continuation of the exploitation, Intelligent study eon-
celved thal the most favorable action of which the enemy might be
capable would be “to withdraw as rapidly as posaible for a final
stand to the west wall under the condept of fortress GERMANY," It
wa3g aaid‘in the 1nt3111ranee statement drawn up on 31 ﬁuguat that
"the enemy must appreciate that the largest factara operating in
his favor are the logistic problems confronting the allled armies
in EBurope and the approach of autumn ralns with its mud and poor
flying weather," and that "it is, Lnereropa, probable that he will
dslay upon favorable terrain," To the enemy rear were the ARDENKZ3
and ARGONNE Forests, the helghts of the WOEVRE, the VD3GL3 Moun=
talns, and the very considerably obstacle of the MLUSE River.

Dur actions must be marked by apeed and vigor, If aupply
agenciés in the rear could support rapld forward mo?emhnt in atrqﬁ;ﬁp,
it miéht bs poassible to break through the'aubatsntia; enemy defen=
aive lines hefore ﬁe could reinforce them, Our effgrté to do this
would be handleapped to, some extent by the fact that we would e
operating on a very broad front, a rr$nt'f§r broader than normal
for an army and a front so broad as to thin our forward fighting
strength, even if 1t could bhe strongly supplied with munitions for
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fighting and gasoline for moblllity, The preceding paragraphs glve
a general pieture of what was at rirat.oonaaived to be the pfoa-
pective shape.cr our oparations for the greater part of the month
to come, fha question would be whether the Firat U.3. Army oogld
advance faat enough to render the enemy incapable of maklng a stand
along the west wall and to force him to make nis first serious
stand on the RHINE, However, substantlal German forces to the
north and northeast appeared to create what might be elither an op-
portunity for a large capture or, if they wef?lstill well organized,
a gerious danger on oupr left rear, These alternative opportunitles
in that direction caused a peostponemeat of our proérésﬁ dlrectly .
eaat, -

On 1 3éptember ﬁhera was a very important change in dlrection
ag 800n 43 it became apparent thgb the rapid armored advance on
our left, our refused left aentar,.and the speedy advance of the
V and VII Corps on our right was c¢reating a front with a wide and
deen re-entrant a).ut.h of 31 JUENTIN, northeast beyond LAON, It
appeared that there were substantlal Cerman forces immediétaly to
the north, and there wasg a chancé of ereating anotﬁér'poaket. He
almed at our enemy, not at terraln,

'The poundary between the V and VII-Corps had run northeait
from 30I330N3 and LAON, On 1 September it was changed to run
directly north from LAOH, With its left on LAON, the 1lst Division
moved rapldly and aggressively almost due north, On its right,
the 9th Division in the same VII Corps also proceeded northy but
soon had to tace some of its units east to protect our now ;xposed
right [lank, This change in the V=-VII Gorps boundary, combined
with only slight alteration of the XIx-~V Corps boundary, reaulted
in a pattern which would evéntually practioally pinch out V Corps.
In fact that corps was given an "assembly line" ruaning across its
front from CAMBRAI to LE CATEAU,

. It appears at thie time that 9peratiqns'of'tha Flrat Us3. Army .
for 'the month of 3Jeptember can th&rafore be lbsically divided into

the following mﬁjor.pariodsl (1) The thrust to the north, including
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the reduction of the MON3 poeket, (2) the change of direction to
the east, including the creation of a new zone of action for the
V Corps and movement of 1lta elements into that zone and alse in~
oludih;g the rapild pr‘c;réss to obtain bridgeheads acrossa the MBEUSE
flver, (3) the eaatward drive béyond the 1line of the MiU3E until
serious resistance was met, (4) dqvalopmentlof the enemy defenses,

(5) preparation for an effort into GERMANY.
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‘THE DRIVE 10 THE NORDH Q

It will be recalled that as Lhe month Openod the First U,3.
Army, in a zone of actlion approximately nolrtheast, had 1tg front
1ine extending irregularly from RETHEL on the right through MONT-
CORNET;, MARLE, LA'J'SI. 331383N3. COMPIEQNE, and PREQY-ZUR-0IZE toward .
BEAUVAIS, with elsments advanced along the left boundary beyond
3T JUST in the airection of MONIDIDIER not far from the British
6th Parachute Division near BRETEUIL and the British 1lth Armored
Division at AMIGN3, Since the most lnteresting activities of the
next thres days took place on our left flank, progress o5 the
action will for thosa'thraa days be described from left to right.

On i 35p£eMbar the ;Ix Gorpa-on our left continued pushing
fofward Combat Command "A" of the 24 Armored Division, This divi-
alon had previoualy paassed through the T9th Division, but on a
broadanad front moved to the left front and was driving 1& 4 zZone
to Lhe left of the T9th rather than taking over the 79th Division's
zone, Its Combat Gommand "A" peached BAPAUME by noon, and by aight,
driving sharply to the nnrhheaat’azainst light resistance, stood
with some nf 1ts olements at BAPAUME. and othera far in advance,
10,600 yarﬂ; beyond, northwest of CAMBRAI along the BSCHAULE River,
‘rolinwed closely by a RCI of the 30th Division whilch was at AISZE-
0OURT LE HAUT northeaat of PLRROINE with.aucoeaalva unlts at WOSIBRES
and FLAUCOURT southwest of PLRAONE, In the zoge of the V Corps ths'
5th Armored Divislon led the advaﬁua rolloWed‘by a WOT of the 4th
Infantry Division by noon approaching CHAUNZ bayond NOYON ahﬁ by
night haying ltas Combat OoﬁMand AN ;t AUT@;%ILLE near CHAUNY and
1ts Combat Command "B" followlng ‘in rear occupying COMPILGHNE and
completing the clearing of the FOHRET DdLAIGUE, north of the AI3NE
River, i

The same day VII Corps commenced ilg northward bthrust with 1t3 :
naw west boundary running slightly east of narth from' L&ON up Lo
and through the west edge of the FORET DE MORMAL, Although both .
its lst and 9th Divlslions were Lo move northwards, the latter would
likewlse be charged with the defsnse of the right flank of the corps
;nd it was to be expected bthat a great d?al of 1ts strength would
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‘be kept in rear to protect that rlank; Conseguently, the major ef=
fort of the eorpa might be exvected to be exerted by ‘the veteran lst
Divdision vith a lens £ 1me renutation far fast movement and hard hit-
ting, Tha zone of action of this divislon was approximatal§ 1L
mileas wide, Tta left boundary was the corps Left boundary alﬁeadyﬂ .
dasgrihed, TIta' richt boundary ran almast due north from 3ISONNE and
then pragtinsally parallel 4s and only alirhtly.uo the east of the
highway north VERVING=wLA CAPELLE--AVEIN:S, aﬁd MAUBEUGE, By noop
Camb{tlenmmqnd 4Bt A ghe 3pa Armored Diviaion was thrsugh VIRVINS
znd by night on en-eaat and weat Line through LA CAPLLLE with 1st-
Division aléméwiﬁ at VOYWNNE (ssuthweat of MAHLE) and CHIVRES (northe
vest, of 3I30NNE), On ins rirht Combat Command "4" of the jrﬂ'érmdned
91;1415n with the %9th and AOth Infantﬁy Rezimonts of the OtW Divie.
sion wasa exteﬁdeﬁ alons the AURE River from‘ETREAUPJNT (south of LA
GAPELLE) extendiny east to AUBENTON,
~ On 2 3awienbsr in ‘the znna-of the XIX Corps Combal Commana "“A"
of tHe 24 &rﬁored Division reached the line DODAIQTUAMBhAI and by
13350 hné niroaséd hha,éalgian horder and takan its onlective near RONGY,
fallowed hy Combabt Command "B", By night the 30th Division, soming
un from the vaar, was on 1tg obleative at CAMBRAI, In the Zona of
the V Corns, alamenta of the Sth Armoraed Division proeceeded as far
23 the line G\Mﬁu\I-—MONT&Y (abova LB G&TEAU).and with o 00T of the -
At Divizion at LANDRECTIES by the gontharn tip n'f.‘ the FOREL DE MOR-
MAL, Thie eorps had had only light reslstance, It had been ordered
to atop-on this line and was’already as&amblin; units of the 28th -
Prlvlaisn praparﬂhcrw to a move to a new zone of action bo the rlght o
and to bthe ezat of the zone of the VIT Corpns This was the pseuﬁo-
pinahout, This 1line waa to form the hattom ha;a of a poekety
In the sons of the ¥II Gorps, on the same day, Gombat Command .
"A" of the 3rd Armored Division reached by noon across the SAMBRE
to VIEUX--MESNIL (west of MAUSEUGE) with the lst Division about 8
milea An rear at &Vﬁﬁmﬁa and hy night thease units wera.wall forvard
and J0st weat and mouthwest of MON3, these two units bainz'gsnérally-_‘

extended narth_and
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at 1107 through the wooded area to the northwest of HIRSON and pro-i
|
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south on the east side of the FOREP Di MORMAL, In the meanwnlle
on the right of the VII Corps the 9th Division had entepred BELGIUM

eeeded to the vieilnity of CHAHLEROI so that by night this ﬂivlaion
had matehed the advance of the lst Diyislon-on its left, 1Itg |
unita were dlsposed approximately as follows: jcomhat Command o
of the 24 Armorsd Division was at MAhPENr_glong”the JAMBRE River;
the 60£h_1nf1ntrylwaa on the south edge of CHAKLEROX and in the :
nelghborhood of HAM=-3UR-HEURE south thereof; the,33th and 47th
Infantry Regimsnts were concentrated in an area whlech may be des-
eribsd by the triangle SEAUMONT--3OLRE--TRELON, - ®he Oth Division
had thus driven north without extending its right flank so that
‘Combat Command "&" and 1ts 60th InTantry Regliment forméd the top -
of a large tr}angle whoge sides resgohed south to an approximate !
poLn£ in the neighborhood of the forest of IRELON, To ihe right
and east of thls large trianzle was the gap in the enemy's strength

of which mentlon hag previously been made, This area was covered

by elements of the Ath Cavalry Group.

On 3 3sptember there was a general clean=up and rendjﬁstqent
perlod, The XIX Corps oﬁ the left contlnued.its rapld advance to
ths northeast and in the afternoon prep:red to turn toward the east,
Its 79th and 30th Diviaions were assembled south of the British
boundary at IDURNAL, The 23 Armored Division &a¢ its Combal Com=
mand “&h maar JOURNAT ;= 7w ) : and the 113th OaValry
Group wag near DOUR (southweat of MON3), both of Lﬁeaegnovaringv
‘the west of the MON3--BAVAI pockst, and its Combat Command "B" at
MARCHIENHIS Ain the general assembly drea, Ia the zone of the V
Corps, Gombat‘commands“ﬁ“ of the Sth Armored Divlsion.was at, EBO&U—.
PONI (north of VALEHCIENNE3) and other slements of the division
were agsembled and preparing to move to the new zone;

‘" On the same day, ¥ Jeptember, in the zone of the VII-corpa,
thers was greater activity, The 3rd Armored Division nocupieﬂ MONS,
Tts Combat Command "A" was at that town and at RARMIGNIES (sobtheast

of MON3)} and Combat Command “B" to the ndrth and west of MON3, The




1e£ Division renerally to the south of MON3, attacked west agalinst’
the pocket of fleeinz enemy who had come in at a eonverging angle,
Advance units of the lst Division were generally extended on a line
south from MON3 to close the area bstween that town, BAVAI, and
FORET DE MORMAL, where large nﬁmbers of confused enemy units had
been checked and-disorganized, . [

On the extreme right of thé VII Corps the 9th Division began
to direet its attentlon to bhe east ﬁurnins itself momentarily in |
that direction, Behind the screen of the 4th Gavalry Group who by
noon had thelr elemeats on a line CLHARLEVILLE (MEZIERES)~-=-KOCHOI,
wnd in'the aftemoon extended thelr reconnalssance from FRIMAY to
DONCHERY (west of 3EDAN), the 9th Diviaion moved east on the MEUSE
River in its new zone, . Ttg 47th Infantry was stlll in the vieinity
of BEAUMONT, TIts 39th Infantry was well concentrated considerably
south of GHILLEEDI in the area FRAIRE—-EHILIEPEVILLN--FLOHENNES,
and 1ts 60th Infantry advancing east of. the I'RELON area through
the neighborhood of BAIYAS, CHINAY, and MARIEMBOURG was up to
NEUVILLE by niéht, just below the 39th Infantry. As 2 consequence,
with one regiment in rear (the 47th at DEAUMONT), the division was
well concentrated in the eenter of ite zone bshind the screen of
the 4th Oavalpy Group and only approximately ten miles rroﬁ its
next important ohase line to the east, the crurse of the HEUJE.Rivor
nopth and anuth of DINANT,

The actlons of the precedins three days should perhaps be
briefly summarized, in order to give a clear bleture of this mapauveg
and 1ts success, It had been knawn Lhat soms elementa of bhe German
Jeventh irmy, piocked troops who had beén allowed to esoape firat
across the 3EINE, and elements of Ethar forees wnlch had baen on
the channel'coast were possibly An a position in which the ﬁorth—'
ward drive by the VII Corps mlpght cut them off and foree them a;ainﬁi
the sea. They, however, atlempted to escape eastward through MONS,
The sdvance of the 1st Division Loward that oity, in depth, intepr
nosed a barrier willch nelther the enemy nor ourgelves at firat

recognized, Pressed, although only lightly by armored and cavalry
! s

%
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8lements of the AIX Obrpa,-bhsy were moving rapidly northeast in

great strength toward MON3, The heads of some of their

into the rear of units of the 3rd Armored Division in i

hood of that eity.

_on a mopping up mission, hurried to support the endanger

unlJtSO

MOMAL through BAVAIL to HOUS against a large mass of th

the enemy, estimated Lo be hetween 20,000 to 30,000,

blocked on tha south by the V Corps positlon from CAHBRA

OIES and on the weat by the XIX Jorps from the vieinity

CIENHE3, . This enemy had, however, beea in the mood for

not for fizht,

columne of men and vehlelss ol all typés were %}bwn'intﬂ

fusion by finding our troopa belween them and GERMANY af

from the slde, There waa heavy fire poured updn them.
ualties were enormous; they gurrendered in amall groups

running into the hundreds,

ahip in this confused sibuabion, they were wiped off the

strangth af the German Army .

" The fact that theas unlis mlght have béeén availahl

Iafantry of the lst Division, pushir
They found themselves flank to {lank {rom the fo

I

They gravitated east agalnat the VII Oor

Without eoordination. or effa

eoclunms ran
16 nei;ﬁbor—n
1 forvard
‘ed armored
rest of '
usands of

ls mass was
I to LANDRE-
of VALEN-'
flight and .
pe. hixod i
utter gon=
riking them
Thelir opa-l
and in groups

ctive lendep-

tactical

Dur prison camps were orowded,

Lo man the

defenass of GEXMANY 1lself opened up Lo us a great oppo tunity..

Those delenass would De Just so mueh leas strongly held [Af we could

reach them before other unfth'misht be brought lato th

clraumstance caused a quick readjustment in the arpy pl

Ihis

to be made

aven before the oapturés gouthwest, of MON3 were satirely complete,

It will have been noted that the 9th Diyislon was already developed,

although not yet deployed, ready for the movement eaah.
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DUHE CHANGE OF DIREOTION TO TIHE

On 3 Septenmber, although elements of many German units atbempt-
ing to withdpaw from the lower re?ghea of the right bank of the
JBINE River ‘wers still in the zone of action of the AIX Corps east
and weat of MIN3 and considerably north of CHARLEROL and NAMUR, V
dorps was given a new zone uf actlon on the right paralleling the
First=-Third Army boundary, which ran from north of RIEIM3 %o Just
gouth of 3JEDAN, The new laft boundary of V Corps ran from LAON
generally northeast and then eaat so as Lo cross the MIU3E River

‘just'QOuth 5? GIVED, absut half-way belween NAMUR and %&DAN. Ihe
~ front in the ALfficull country Ineluded Ain this new zone.or action
was held by broadly extended uniis of the 4tk Cavalry Group pending
the arrival of the 4th and 28th Inlantry Divisions and Sth Armored
Division of ¥ Corps. This shift of zone of actlon for the V Corps
resulted for most of the reast of the ‘month in the advance bf the
Firat U,3. Army practlcally directly east with three corps sbreast
from north to southh (left to right) in the following order: XIX
Corpa, VII Corps, and V Corps.
Left (or nnrthern) boundaries of these corps were Lo be as

Tollows: j

XIX Corps (with British) ssuth of TOURNAI--south of

BRUSSELS—TEhgneeiﬁenerally easgt above MAASTHICHT and

towards DU3SSELDOI

VII Corps (with XIX Corps) MON3 well north of CHAR-

LEROL, NAMUR, and HUY, just above LILGE, thence just

north of AACUHEN and easat to a polint midway hetween

COLOGNE and BONN, .

V Corps (with VII Corps) LAON, GIVET to a poiat on
the RIHINDE well s+uth of BOWN,'

On 4 3eptember the Flrst U,3, Army had made conslderable prog=
regs vith the %gsumption of pressure agalinst dlsorganized and'wiﬁh-?
drawing enemy forces to the east, wiile still standing ugilnat-aﬁd
capturing prianneﬁa in what was called the MON3 pocket. By night
tha!sltuntlon was about as follows, In the new zone of the V Corps,
reconnaliagance elémenta of the 1024 cPvmlry Grpqp had unita in
CHARLEVILLE (by MEZIERE3) and 3évaneed reconnalssance into BELGIUM
in the valley of the IEMOY (3EMOY3) Klver as far as' MARAIS aad north.
thereof at LOUNITE-3T PIERAE near the important road junction of
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GEDINNE, T; the rear of these units petween HOCKOI and GﬁnhLE?ILLE
the 5th Armored Dlvislon and the 4th Infantry Division were ologs
ing into assembly aress and praparing;to cross the MEUSE, over
whieh two fool bridges and one treaﬁwag bridge héd already heen

'caﬁplehed, snd the 28th Diviecion (also in 'V Oorpu} had ¢lozed in
the visinity of LE THOUR, west of KETHEL and north Ofs HAEIMG. .In
the zone of the VII Corna, our front line formed a right angle with
the eity of NAMUR at the point of the angle. rhe right face ex-
tended agouth along the MEU3SE and the left fasce generally west from
NAMUR, On the east face two regiments of the 9th Division were on
phe_wast bank of the MEUSE between GIVET and DINANL, tambofar;lf ' 1
delayed by blown hridsges. To the north af ﬁhsse elements the 2d
Battallon of the 4Tth Infantry of the Jth Divisién; far 16 front,
entered Miupn at thebsnd of the MEU3E at 2300 hours, with the lst
Battalion of thils regiment, achelonad to the right rear covering

ths space haﬁweﬁn 1t and the other infantry unils of the 9th blvl-
sion, To, the west of this point, the 3rd Armored Division had
eleared the nortqern outakirta ol Gika”RDI and extended almost to
FLEURU3, Portisns of the 3prd Armored Divislon were gouth of MONS,
Where they stood &9 pupport tue 1lst Diviaslon walch, extending neap-
1y snuth from that eity, éacaﬁ weat instead of east agalnst the
remantsa of the'uaua pocket redueing enenmy attemptas to break Lhrnu;h
to the east, The 1lst Division during thls day captured 5000 pris=-
oners of war in this poecket from the ineressingly disorgarized

eneny withdrawal whieh, moving east and northeast constantly, ran

-

into our forces which had been moving north
In the zone of the XIX Corps moat of our tronpa. exoepblng, "
‘the 113th Cavalry aroup ﬂhlch pressed agalnst the HON3 pouknt from
the wesdt, were oocupylng asaembly arsas and preparing to advance
to the eaat arainat diéarganized enemy forceg paralleling the &n:l&-
American boundary whioch from TOURNAI ran only slightly nortn of east
from TOURNAI, Tho 30th and’ 79th Infantry Divisions and Combat Come
mand "A" of the 24 Armored Divislon waere gsouth of IDURNAI and Oombat
Oom@ana "B" of the 24 Armored Diviaion-aoﬁbn of DENAIN, A Bpitiash
Guards Division on this date captured BRUSSELS,) o thit the front

line here was deeply refused from BRU33ZELS back -of MON3 and
- 1l =



forward through CIARLEROI, prinélpally'in the zone of actlion of
the XIX Corps, _ :
Prom this siltuatlon, onward for a few days, operatlons can

perhaps best be desorlbad by giving the activitles of our three

dlfferent anrns for the perlad separately,
Y Corpg _ _
In the =zone of the V Uorpa..pn our right)adjacant to the ad=
vance of the Third Army, kgfivitieg‘cnnsiated prineipally at first
in brinkine up the main atrength of the corps in order Lo support
reconnalissance elements which had croassed the MuUUSE civer through
the heavily Torssted a;hntry.. By the morning of 5 3splember; the
5th Armored Division had gotten a Combat Command aeross thal river
* east of MOMIHERME (about 9 miles north of CHARLEVILLE), with its
ather Combat Commands, the aama-a?ternooﬁ, preasing esatward on d}
broad front asuth of that city Qnd the river. On 6 Jeptomber, the '
12th Infantry of the 4th Divislon awept across the river south of
VIREAUA énd continuaﬁ dariving east wlth unifs'of the 1024 Cavalry
Group on 1ts ripght, covering ihe area ssuth as far as the 3LMOIS
River, Meanwhile, Combat Commands of the 5th Armored Diviaion had
reached beyond and to the aoutheast of CHARLEVILLE as far as GER-
NELLE, LA HORZYE, and VENDRE3IIE, with reconnalssaqce elemdnts ab
PONT MAUGI3 (south of 32DAN) and YONOL. A1l of this actlon had
takan blace bhefore noon, By'avening‘pr;5rass had been aso rapld as
almost to double thase advances alonz moat of the front, so that
the 4th Division had then reached, on a broadffrant.'the line held
by the rsconnalasance sleqaants on 4 Jantember, ér&ctinally from
MARALS thyough, LOULITE-3T PIRKRE and thence bhrough PLLEKRL toward
GIVET, with a 1ead1ﬁg battalioﬁ as far esst as BIEVAE, The same
day, the 5th irmofad Dilvislon ocoupled 3EDAN, held two Gﬁmbaf Com=
mands in the vicinity of that clty and 3INGLY, southwest thereof,
and pughed 1ta'dombat Oommand "af to the front 3sbr1d; the CnILKS
. River, covered by elements of the 1024 Cavalry Group covering a
zone of almost 12 miles astride the CHILRS and MLUSE Rivers, almost

as far ag DOUZY, This advance had been made agalnst scattered
. L \ . it
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and’spotty resistance; front llnes were fluld, and reslistance was
generally light except at specific roadhlocks, _’

On 7 3eptember, still in tne zone of the V Corps, the 4th bivi-
slon eontinued to advance on both flanks with leading elements )
reaching MATISSIN and PALI3EUL, north of ‘the SEMOIS Hiver., Meanwhil@, .

to the south, one regiment of the 28th Divislon, whioch was now up I
and ilnserted in the advance on the rigﬁt of the 4tn Division,
reached 3TE CLCILE, Amportant road and rail junction on that river;
and another regiment of that division crossed the OnIki3 to MATTON
and BL&GNI,. having passed through.advance elements of the Sth
Armored Divislon which were now being recollected and reassembled,
Cn 8 Seplember ﬁne corps began to encounter more atubborn reais;
tance from the enemy,'oohaiatlng'or strongpoints, roadblocks, and
defense favorable in terrain feabufaa, although it was appérant
that he was still conducting & delaying actlon in this zone and
not eatabiishlng a sbatlc defense, :Although at particular places
lis reai;tﬁnoe encoUntered was very determined, the corps noul
gtood with its two infantry divisions sbredst in.tna front line,
and the 5th Armored Division moved through tne 28th Division to
attack east toward ARLON and LONGVY, On Bljeptamber, at tnls stage,
the 4th Division had its left flank units well advanced into the
ARDENHES Reglon, very nearly on a line from JEMELLE to 31 HUBERD,
with 1tarrisht flank bent back from 31 uUéEnT to a posltion about
3 miles east and gouth of PALIBEUL; On thé right of the corps
zone, the 28th Diviaion was advancing wilth both-fLinka somewhat
refused, itg left flank being on the 3EMOI3 River at {URBEAUMONT,
iis center approaching JAMOIGNE, and its rignt at MAKIUT et the

‘Junction of" the GHIERS and MAROHE Kivers. i
' Y11 gorns

buring the eourse of these operations the aituatioq in the-

VII Corps, now become center oorps whiile moving to the east, had
been considerably more diffioult, On 4 september, it will be re=
called, the lst Division and part of the 3rd Armored Divigionlhad
bBeen involved in the reduction of the MONS pne*ét. wpila the 9th

Dlvislon had been pushling toward the.east and had réhched the line
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of the MEU3E, not only in its own 2one of action somewhat’ south of
NAMUR, bﬁt alas taking NAMUR itself, with & battalion extended far
to the left, In the rear of this battallon at NAMUK, a portien
of the 3rd Armored Divislon had cantured CuanLEROI and had ele-
ments to the northeast nf that cléy, In the rear on 4 Jepnembér,
while the lat Diviaion continued to reduce enemy attémpts to escape
to ths ﬁrzat in the n.t‘a'a.laauti'i of YON3 and took 5000 prisonere that
day, the 3rd irored Divisien centinued to move Lovard NAMUR, on
5 3September the capture . of prisonesra in ‘the FORET DE MORMAL area
southweat of MON3 had bDrought the total captured to 15,000 during
| the preceding 48 hours, with an eastimated 10,000 still in the
wooda, 1ilsao ﬁn 5 3eptemher portlonz of the 39th Infantry and the
- A0th in?antry eatahlished thenseivas acroaa the HMaU3E, north and
gouth of DINANT, On 6 3Jeptember, the 1lst Divislon left the 16th
Infantry to continue mopping up and moved eastwards, north and
south of CHARLERIT, The 3rd Armored Division moved on HUY with
Compat Commands astride the MEU3E River and actually occupled KUY
with a leading part of one of its elsmente., In the Qone of asction
of the Oth Dlvision, bridgeheads were well establlshed across the
MREUSE although the enemy there engaged that unit with heavy infan=
try weapons and also employed tanksy gelf-propelled weapons, nqbal-
warfer, and flame throwers in sn attempl to prevent the crosslﬁ;.
south of DINANT,
A battallon of the 32th Inrantr} whlelh nad erossed the MLUSE

River north »f DINANT advanced upon that hoﬁn from the north, and
on T.september the 9th Dlviglon completed clearing th;‘anamy from
DINANT after constructing a bridge across the MEUSE, liodsrate
enemy reslitance cghecked the 39th Infantyry from moving farther to
the east, although not before 1t nad progressed mdrg taan 6000
yards beyond that glty. Also on 7 3eplember, reconnalasance ele=
ments of the Frd Armored Divislon reached LIZGE bafore noon, Com= _
bat Command "A" %ﬂvanﬁ;ng to Lhat elty to meel only moderate re-
sisgtance before night, vhile Combat Command "B" pasaed beyond ;nd
o the east as far as ROMSEE, rorth of the FOKT DE CHAUDFONTAINE, -
| ?
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and the lat Division was closiny.hnto aasambly areaa c¢lose in rear
of these advancing elementa.

On 8 september; the VII cnrpL mopped up the flnal Sﬁamy re= .
sigtance in LIEGHE, the 83rd-RaoanLaiqaance Battalion stood aatridﬁ
the road toward HIRVE and SATTIOZ, and the ATth Infantry (attached
to the 3rd Armored Diviaion) ooveyad the area'to the southeast in
the neizhborhood of BIAUFAYS. onl the left or north flank, the lat

Diviaion eontinued to advanca.wl#h nogligible contact with the
enemy, two of ‘ta reriments bainxlih the,vielnity of HUY and one-
anproximately ten mixés north tha}aaf at FATMES, just below WAREMME
on the corps Wundary, Tartherp sTuhh, on the right flgnk of the
eorps, the 9th Divialon enntinued to_advnnce 1ga1hat determined
and well=organized defennes cnnduil:tad by panzer grenadlsrs of "Depr
Puehrsr" Regiment azainst the expanaslon of our bridgehead souih of
OUX and north of DI*&NT. This resistance was not, however, snough
to pravent extremely rapid forvard movément by the 9th Division, .
By the nizht of 8 Jeptember, numerous penetratlons had §§§E§§;EE'T
to szbindon any atlempt at a defénitve line and to resort to delay
by settinzg up at roadblocks and communicatlon centers strong p;Lnta
of infantry groupa aupported by light tanks or armored cars, In
apiﬁa of these efforts on the part of the hostile forces, the'ad-
vance of the 9th Division had reached-polnts at some places ten '
and in others twenty miles east of the crossing of the MEUSE, The -
fopward elements of thie division aﬁd reconnalssance units in ad=

vaice of them were agubstantlally east of the road south from the

naighbarhood of NEUVILLE 2N CJNDRCZ(gauthwpat of LIEGE)to MAKCIHE,

with itgbight front largsly aover#d by elsments of

]

AIX Gorng

During this same extended paﬂiod, while the V Onrps on the

4t Cavalry

Groun,

right and the VII Corps in the eeJter vers pughing forward to rohm ’
a line which pan from asuth teo no th up to and slightly in rronb ar

LIEGE, the XIX Corps on the northern flank was engaging 1n.rap1d

forward movemsnts, It will bs recalled that the laft boundary of
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the RIX Corps, which was algo the boundary between ﬁe FMirst U,8.
Army and the British on our left, had run generally northeast from
BEA/AIS ﬁo TOURNAI, wnére it turned and thereafter ran génardlly
toward tha east. Ia pushing up‘northeagb in thsldiréqpion after
the XIX Corps had encountered the enemy uniLé fleeing from the

_ British zone and had assisted 1n enclosing them in the oberation
whieh pinched out the V Corps, it happened that the XIX Corps
found itséelf momentarily 1; a position with practioélly no enemy
on its Iiaunt in ite 2zone of sasctlon, Enamy_ln'this neighﬁorhdod
withdrawing in diaorderlwére beating themaelves into capture agalnat
the fixed situation of the lat Division to the east, In these cir-
cumatances XIX Corps employed the day of k'3eptembar in agsembling

its 30th and 79th Infantry Divislons and 1ts 2d Armored Diviasion,

The 79th Dlvislon was being raleibed to the Third Army, the 30th
Diviasion and Combat Command "A™ of the 2d4 Armored Dlvision were
on the British boundary just south of TOURNAT, and Combat Command
"B" of the 24 Armored Division, against the VII Corps boundar?. wis
Just south of DSNAIN (between VALENCISNNES and CAMBRAI), As has
already been mentloned; the British Guards on this day had eaptured
BRU33EL3, There was a long avenus rorwardlﬁétwean BRUSSELS and

CHARLEROI for the XIX Corps, to awsep up. On 5 3eptember, recon=

nalssance elemsnts from this corps had moved so rapidly that they

wera flve or six miles east of MON3 before Aoontime, and by night
the 113th Cavalry Group's forward elements were beyond BRU3S3ELS on

a line whiaoh ran from the neighborhood of the FORET DE su:uﬁﬁa
past the violniﬁy of WAVRE to GEMBLOUxigenerally goutheastwards
from BRU3SELS, already somewhat ahead of the British whose contaoct

unitg were on tﬁé lef't rear near HAL, /The following day, 6 3ep- :

tember, the 113th Cavalry Group continued rapldly towards the eaat

152135 'd1d the 24 Armored Division, ‘By noon its forward units

were on a liné LOUVAIN--EGHEZES, nearly ten miles ahead of the

previous aight's line, with further more forward units at &ODOIGNE.

By night they were on a line whleh ran generally north -and south

throﬁ;h TIHLEMONT.and NAMUR except for an irregular re-entrant Qt

- JODOIGNE, where some resistance was met, During the.same day, the
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three mnja}:elemamts of the 24 Armored Division warehclbsing up
fast, B8y noon of 7 Jeptember they were at'ﬂIVELLmS gouth of BAUS~
SELS, neay BOIGNITS, and at OLOURG Just qorthaaet of MOH3, and by
‘mizht the 24 Armored Divislon wag at WAVRE with Combat Command "A"

. slightly in rear, slightly north of 5JIGNIL3, Lnemy resistance
began %0 stiffen In this zons of action, Acrosa the entire froat

of the XIX Corps hls infanbry dug in st srossrosds and at towns

and fought delaying actlons with anbi;bank_suna and swme tanks, re-
alsding wlth 2 apecial ébubbérnnséh at JODOIGHLE, This resiastance,
howefar, wans only momsntary for the 1ll3th Cavalyy droup forged

ahenad nsarly 30 mtlés; reached the ALDLAT Canal at a polnt 25 mlles "
" eagt of HAISELL and thence in an irrsgular ling beat back through

30 TROND and forward near WAREUME on the VII Corps bounaéry. At

the asana timé. e 3Qth Divislon was puahad-dp toward tue front

from TOURNAI to a position juat southwest of WAVRE in rear of the

24 \rmorsd Divigion, On 8 3aplember pne‘udvanca ol "bhe 115th Cav=
alry Group, leading the forward-aurge ol tiie XIX Corps, continued
rapidly an thatlhy noon units were 7,000 yards from Aadjrnlcﬁr and
by nlght'closa fn and patrolling the ALBERT Qanal to the ‘aouth.

The 24 Armored Divislon had followed closely in the wake of this®
advance and had elmmentq slightly nnrtheéab of 31 TwQhD, while ele-
menta of the 113th vaxlry Grouu were near‘&u.ma AXHL and GRANDVILLE,
olcae by the corps boundary and lear rear elements of the 1at Divie
alon i the VII Corps zone west of LILGE at the dmportant road jung=-
tiop of NOVILLE, The puwsr‘or the XIX Corps was well up and 'delay=
ing action 1nd blowing or bridges acrsss the ALDENT Canal by the
enemy could not atop it from future exerclse of 1ts power,

c We may take It that the 8th of 3eptember marks the eand of the'
operation for the éhznge of dlrsction toward the eaal and complete
read justment Por the efforts in bthe new dlrection., From the nelgh=
borhood of LIKGE south almost in a dipect line the VII and V Gorps
were well advanced in thelr zonss and providing adesjudte oovnr;;da _
during the forward movement on thelr parts of hhe-broad'front. Thﬁir‘
Torvard blamanta‘ware walllaGVaﬁced beyond 3LDAN on the eouth and

LIZGE to the north, That the XIX Corps was not yet complately up,
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does not destroy the correctneas of this general principle, For
"although the 2d Armoread Divislon and 30th Diviaion were somewhat
“in rear, the 113th Cavalry Group leading the moyamenl 9r this corps
was well out in front.and by the next day was in toueh with the
1ine of the ALBZRT Canal wirreh—runs almost directly north from
LIEGE to the British boundary, ‘
Future efforts would be to drive in the tﬁrea corps agalnst

the German frontler in order to develop whalt atrength the eanemy
might have there and what weakneaass he may not have besn able té

repalr. The next four days were devoted to thls drive eagts
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On b éaptambar the XIX Corps devotad moat'otlita energles to -
closing up for the stroke across the water obstacles to its front,
rﬁe 2d &rmored.biviaion. during the previous night, had assumed
poaitions at KERMPI and BEUR3 nesr HA3SELT and 3T TROND fa;paaiivaly,
astride the dlagonal roalt which runs betweén those two larger towna,
It was planned tolhave Liiem adv;ncé at 1300 hours 9 Septémber, when
gagolife could be secured, The 30th Divigion in rear waas forward
ﬁf JODOIGUE "at noon and by night coneentrated at HEX, MOMALLE, and
.REHIGOURT gouthwest of TOHOREIS and only absut a dozen miles from
the MEU3E River. In the mornins of the same day, the 113th Oavals
ry Group eatered HOLLAND near HMAASTRICHT and eﬂtabllﬁbed'patrola
along the ALBERT Cianal, where all bbidgaﬁ wers found blown and
croasing sites atrongly dsfendeds By night these eavalpymen were
patrolling the west bank of ﬁhe MEU3E River from HuR3TAL north of
LIGGE on tha‘corpa boundapy across the entire frogt of from 25 to
30 miles to EY3ALN on the British boundary and had elements in
MAA3PRICHT itsslf, Oﬁ 10 3Zeptembar the eavalyy malnlained 4te.
patrols, and the 2d Armored Divieion remained in ils positions be=
Lween 3T TROND and HAG&?LT, éxcept thut.it was reported that Combat
Command "A" had moved forward as far as EBZN (south of EBEN SMAEL),
In the meanUime, the 30th Division advanced northeast on a front
of appvaxlmatelf six miles wilth its left on the road Eetwsan LON=-
GRL3 and MAASTRICHT and 6cquﬂiad dkcchHT-%nd FORT EBEN EMAEL,

‘_ On 11 3eplember the XIX Coves wmade 1tg gtream Gros€1ngaw’ Un&hﬁ-
of the 113th Cavalry Group passed over the MIUSE on the right flank
near LILGE and moved north aléng'the east bank'of the river‘in the
morning until by nizght they ocoupiled & lins frﬁm south of VISE west:
of .the ZAITICE Rond down to and 3am§what below the corpa-boun@aryi
The aame morning tie 3rd HBattallon of the 119th Infautry (30th Divi=
sion). established 2 amzll bridgshead over the ALBERT Ganal and the
MEU3E River 'about two mlles south of VIZE amd constructed a brid;e,
and that evening had two battallons across and advanced in rear of

b}
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the eavalry aast and northaaat on the line VISE--DALdEZM, Ihe 2d
Armored Dlvtsion and tbe 824 Reconnalssance Battalion patrollsd
from north of HASSKLY along the British boundary to and along the
MiUBE, covaring the left flank of Lhe corps whose maln effort it
now appeared was developling on the rignt of 1ts zone of action to
ehvelop tne MAASTHRICHT neilghborbood from the south. '
By noén of" 12 3eptember, the corps had establlshed ibs crosa-
ing, Its left was still protected from uA33LLL to MAAITRICHT by
eavalry patrols, Ihe lst Battallon of the 117th Infaatry EJOLﬁ
Divislon) entered HOLLAKD west of Mu30a neaded north from JI5E,
and the 119th Infantry on the soutin was near MOWILOUX with a road
between these Lwo Lowna delining the advanced brldgenesd. By night
this bridgehead had been,extandaé agalnal enemy reay guard action
ab_that. in the zone ol the XIA Corps, it re;dhad'from HTE'GEER-
TRUID to a polnt approximately a mile east of IuRdDW3T and way be
sald to have been paralilel t9 and approximalely two miles south of
the road out of MAASTHICHT toward GULBEN. Tuese unils wers well ﬁp
on high graqnd-moviﬁg north, 1he center, thellart front, and the
lef't boundary of ths corps were alill covered by mobile wzad armored
unitag,.
Y11 gorps |
Un 9 3Japtember lu the zone of petion of the VII Corps the, enemy
attempted to eatablish a defense line which numercus pena%ratiéns
forced lim to abandon, He then dttempbed to delay by.ssttlng up
‘at rnﬁdblauks and communicatiun'éenpera atrong points of infantry
groups éupparted by light tanks or'armored earg, GLust from LILGE
the operations of thé VII Corps developed generally into a thrust
by the'lst Diviaion on thie high and relatively open ground along
the LI1EQE--(ERVE--BATTIOR--AACHEN, Road; a drive by the 3rd Armored
Diviafon astride the valley of the Vi3DRE River over terraln whieh
wag hllly and torturous; and an attemplt by Lhe 9tn' Division ﬂc move
over the more open but ptill somewhat broken ground south of that
river phraugh and northeast f'rom TdARUR, B§ noon of 9 3eplember,

¢ombat Command "B" of the 3rd Armored Division, wilh the 47th Inrnntryi
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had peached LIMBOUR3 but not in strength, although the division
1taelf uis approaching VERVIERS agalnat seattered reslstance, gom-
ing ﬁith two' ¢olumns well north of the Vi3DRE River reaching a
.po}nb about tws miles from VERVIEAS and with Combat Command "B"
south of the Tiver approaching PEPIN3IER and THEUA, The 1lst Divi-
alon on the left had relieyed the 3rd Armored Division at LIKGE
and moved on HERVE, The 9th Division on Lthe right met stiffen=
ing resistznce bu£ followed about four wmiles to the right rear of
Combat Command "B" and by ni;ht wgs Just west of LOUVEIGNE, On
the extreme right on a front of approximately 20 kilometsrs 'the
4th Cavalry Group maintained eontact with the V Corps and had itg
patrol line generally from HAMOIR to HAMPTEAU near the corps bound=
ary, .

On 10 3eptember the-1lst Division advanced 10,000 yards against
enemy rear guard action to reach BATTICE (east of MERVE),'wlth}ond
regiment on itg la?t rear sutbing the road Detween TIGNULZE and FT '
D'EVEGNEL, The 3rd'armnr§ﬁ Division definitely ocecupled ValVIERS
by noon, The enemy hap defended roadhloakg in our 1l¥ne of advance
and defended approaches to numernus blown bridgés with 20mm and
anti-taﬁi fire, The 9th Divialon south of tﬂe VESDREL River agalnst
scattereh reatatance had'ﬁovad to a point 2,000 yards east of IHEUK
but had sent its S0th Infantry off on a temporary mission to cut
da hizhway to the south of the river crossing aﬁ*ingfLL& in reapr .
7 of the 4th Cavalry Group patrolg, On the same day the Ath Oavalry j
Group advansed its patrols, easpecially on the righﬁ. so that they
extended from MALMEDY in the mountainous eountry on the right to
the HOIGUSL River south of THEUX, '

On 11 3sptember thé 60th Infantry feturnad to, the area of 1ts
d1v1510n.';h§ abh Cavalry Group secursed the front from tas line
MALMEDY nearly to TOLLEUR.QH thQ\HOIGUE River sbuth rof VLRVIERS,
The 9th Diviasion had its 4Tth Infantry beyond VERVILRS and its
other elsments near and in rear of THEUX, The 3rd Armnreé Division
~oacupied EUPEN with ané Combat Command and was driving northward

with two otharg, _The 1st Division on the left was dlapoaed on an

arc with a radius of about six milés, north and approximately that
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tance from VERVIERS wltk itd left elements}abavq BOLLAND (north-
.28t af'HE?VE}Iwitb ita center at the AUBEL road'Juncglon and ite
right slightly over a kilometer north of WELEENRALLUT almost on
line with the 3rd Armored unit§ ﬁbova LUPEN, *.The 3rd Armored
Division thus wae the usad of a wedge polnted inorthezst ln the
left aenﬁer of the corps zone or'achion. d
On the morning of 12 Saptembar,'tha 3rd Armored Division
definltely occupled EUPEN and extended patrols to Lhe.nsutbeaab.
By 1405 hours lts.leading elemsnts crossed the border into GARMANY,
GDMbat’CJMMiﬂd i Sy mnvingunartheasb ancountersd dragon's tooth
obstacles weéb of WALHZIM and preﬁared to reduce them, Combat 60m—
mand 3" panéhrated more nsarly directly east and over the frontisr
to the north of ROTIEN, On ‘the laft ths lst Division advanoed
northeist agalnst strong enemy reslatance incluq1n5 Lanks, 1nf¢h-
try, mines, and roadblocks, Its 18th Infantrj occupied GE@H&HfQH.
Its 16th Infantry orosssd the border at 1515 kours and advaanced .
well iato the AACHENER 3PADT FOR3Z, The Ota Division cnnaentrayed
in the vlieinlity of VERVIER3, after mopping up with two pattalions
of the 39th InPaatry, in the rear zone of tho. 4th Cavalry Jraqﬁ.
On tha right the 4th Cavalry droup puahed fprward to a line from
WEYWERTZ to 3T VITH, approximately 7 mllsea sasl and ten mlles
goutheast of MALMEDY raspectively,
‘ Y. Corps !

‘Oon 2 3eplembay on a front of naarly 40 miles, V Corps regis-
tered gpubstantial advancges of approximately 1% milas on all parts
~of ite zone of actlon, moviné agalinal numerous roadblocks and uomé
artillery fire. On. the corps 1aft, the 4th Division (elose agalnst
the boundary and not far remote Trom the Ath Cavalry Aroup covers=
ing the right flank of the GII Corps) had its 12th InPantry along

the OURTHE River batwesn RINDBUX and LAROCHE. About 8 miles
directly south, its Bth Infantry had reached the' vieinily of HiER- -
BAIMONT on the road bstween CHQHPLD%%QB\BToaﬁﬂ, and 1ts 224 Infan=-
try, refused to the réir, was at RECOGHE about 1.m113 west of

LISRIMONT. The 23th Divislon wWas passed through by the Sth Armored’
’ !
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S s HEADQUHRTERS -
5 2d INFORmATION AND HISTORICAL SERVICE

Offlci*‘l history of V Gorns 11.sts
. first entrance of its troops, and as far
- 18 is lmown ‘of any Allied troops, on
.Germen 'soil as being. at 1805~hours on |
5 1 September 191;4...;.__-‘_ : SRR e o

3 o flve -—man reoonnalssance patrol from
the 85th Cav Rcn Sq, with 5th Armd Div,
. -went 40O yards across the Germen border

. to reconnoiter Siegfried Line positions.

. Patrol was led by S/Sgt: Holzlnger. Other -

~ members of the patrol were T/5 Coy Locke,
Cpl. Ralph Diven, PFC McNeil and Lt.

" Delille ‘(said to be the first Frenchman

. to. Cross. the Gerr:fn border) 3 gy

. Internew wzth the Exec‘o of the 85th
'-Cav ‘Ren Sq by M/Sgt Forrest Pogue,2d Info
& Hist Sv, sets the time thet the patrol s
crossed the border at 1630 hours on- 11 Segt
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HEADQUARTERS
23 INFORMATION AND HISTORICAKL SLERVICE

28th Inf Div Jad

Co B (reinf), 1uSth Inf Regt, crossed bridee east of IEILER,
LUXE}BOURG, (858713) at 2030 hours on 11 Septerber 19kk.

Co I, 110th Inf Regt. reinf with MG plat, 81 mm mortar pnlat,
AT plat end Cn Cé Plat, ecrossed Gerren border vicinity of STUPBACH
at 2330 hours 11 September 1944 and went to HARSFELT.

Dismounted patrols of the 224 Inf Regt crossed the border of
Germeny at 2345 hours 11 September 1944,

5th Armd Div

According to S5-3 Journsl of 8lst Tk Br, one plat of light tanks
frox Co D, 8lst Tk Bn, entered Germany on 11 September 19i4L. An inter-
view by }/Set Pogue with Cept Chsrles P. DeBevoise, -2 of 8lst Tk Bn,
this patrol crossed thse Gerran border at 1800 hours on 11 September 44.




Division but advanced with its left regiment to NEUFCUALEAU and ‘
its pight regiment forward to HABAY-Lu-NSUVE. The 5th Armored
Division had itg‘combat Command "R" at LTALLE in the valley of
the 3EMOIS less than 5 miles from the right flank of the 28th
_Divislon and its Combat Command “A" in LUALMBOURG at PLIANGE north-
2ast of LONGWY while its Combat Command "8" remained in reserve
aaubh-or 3LDAN near REMILLY, On 10 Beptember tne advance on the
left of the V Corps saﬁtar was not so rapld, the 4th Division,
howeaver, réaehin; the genaral line BAJREE«~-~MABAMPRE--BASTIOGHE for
a maximum prorress of approximately 8 miles. On-lts right Lne
mijor pressures and sdyanoes of the corps were on tne‘southern
flank vhere the 5th Armored Division reached Lo.and @ast of the
city of LUXSMBOURG with Combat Gommand "B" north of that city at
| STEINSEL and its Combat Command “R" across the ALZAZLTE Kiver to
ANGELS3ERG farther to ihe north, and just wesi of HEFFINZEN, [hese
units wers followed by the. fast moving slements of the 28th Divi-
sion’which by night had ocoupled HASsKUY, UUIR3CH, and MuCH4R-DUN-
KRODT on a front of over 20 mliles running north and soutbh thfough
ARLON above LONGWY, -Although these units were still more than a
dozen miles in rear of the €lements of the 5Sth Armored Divislon,
their advance had covared'mora than that distance that day agalnst
seattersd enemy opposition oocupylﬁ: iaolated abrohg pointa,

On 11.aapnember the V Gorps econtinued its rapid advance, prin-
cipally on the right flank. although vhe 4th biv1siﬁn on the left
advanced t0 the AYWAILLE~~BASTOGNE Road with its ﬁaiu athen;ah by
noon and patrols were reported Lo have entered GARMANY ‘at 1045

that morning, - In the center the 110th Infantry of the 28th Divi- ’
gion reached tne LUXEMBURG border by the citles of LONGVILLY and
UBLR#adPaLh, .and tne 1oatn Infant;y reacned the CLuRF.Hiver to

il i Wboar w3 Ernzanii Qalne oy . ot P S Wt o W;‘Qb Y
the east thereo On Lhe righb the 5th Armored Divislon applied vl I

eontinuing pressure, ao that lts GCR was in the vielnity of LIiE= ﬁ‘*“, J
Pa el

KInCOH, Ata COCH aero6s the ﬂLLailL River about 6 miles nortn of

LUXEMBOURG, and its GCA qn the high ground about 4 miles northeast
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roup ¢ontinued patrolling

On 12 3spiember the 102d Cavalry
the corps left flank snd made contact with the VII Corps whoge 4th
The 4th Division asasmbled near

Cavalry Oroup sxtended to 31 VITH,
If HALDINGE, and the 28th Division fleaa 112th InTantry) assembled
r néaﬁ BIRSPELD (west of WEISWAMPACH) . by nQOn after rapld advances
“he previsus day's positions.

from %
the darman boarder nzar
That afternoon the maln atren;bb of these two

Pitrols of the 112th Inf antry
{AR3PELT, wnere Lhey reportad

WETE AcYos3

no reslatance,

Mvyislions oroszsed the border and establiahed themselves on high
ground a3t of the atream line from JTEINEBRUCH (above WINTERIPELT)

asuth to the nelighborhood of DAHHEN (batxsen ths border and DALbI~

Warther asuth alosnz the samv atream ling €08 of the: Sth

pEn) .

.

krmoréd Divislion was well acroszs near STALZEMBOURG above VIASDEN,
ccﬁ atood 1bout 3 mlies southeast of DISKIRCH, znd CCA on a-three-
mile froat had moved northeast to a point nearly 12 miles from

LUXEMBOURG toward TRILR and not far northwest of GRLVLNMACHLR, with

the 112th Infantry of the 28th DMviasion attached and assemblsd in

support a few miles in resr at EBRN3TER
Exeept for this farward thrust of the armored units absut 10
]

the V Corps now stood on a 1llne In lts zone of

milee In advanoe,’
action which. may be deserlibed as running practie¢ally north and
goutn Crom 3T VITH (in VII 09rpa zone) Lo the elity of LUXEMBOURG
(near the Third Army boundary). As the horder was orossed, although
there were apparant yeaknessea in soms apnbts, reslatance aaéﬁad to
e oorps was, covering a frﬁnh of sligthy more i

have gatiffenad,

than 50 miles,
ank and the elosely knit units of the 4th Divialon on its left

Tta maln aurength'waa in the argor on 1tg right
The eountry in froat of 1t was wooded, hllly, and broken

’

flank,
by many stream lines. a
In the zone of the VII Corps, as well aa in Lhat of bhe v Gorps,
|

the German Prantiaﬁ had been orossedy, and 1t appeared that oantaot
if that line had not \

had besn made with the SIEGFRIED Line itself,
_ The Filrst Army was now dise
N

aotually besn breached at some apots.
:  FPAANCE,  BELGIUM, HOLLAND,

onged with units in fivs eountries:
It i3 not incorrect, nowever, Lo say-that l

LUXEMBURG, and GERMANY,
- SN -



12 geptember marks ths appvdximnta end of the sustalned drivs of
the Flrst U,3. Army to the east, Only in é.na zone of the XIX Corpse
had the frontisr not yet been reached, [hat corps uad faced dif-
floult water obstacles in the llne of the ALSERI Canal and HLU3E
River wnioh ran north tnrough a broad flat valley above LILGE witn
diatant and dominating kills to the east, affording sxcelleat
n;tillery obsarvation of any advance which we migut make, The

XIX Corps was, of aourae) talking rapid ateps Lo bring its front
foruard even though the British were not up ia strength on the
left. The principal of ﬁheae steéa was tae nrossins'cr the MIU3E
53ub§ of VISE and an envelbpment of the ﬁﬁA&ntUﬂT logality. 'Ex-
eept in this zone advagoea for many days wel's novhers near as

marked as they had been during the previous psriod,




i\ v

DEVELOPMENT OF EMEMY DEFZNSE
By 11 September 1t hafl began to be appirant that the enemy was

acting with sgéed to repalr a diffieult and dangprous situation,
His losses in the MON3--L& CATLAU pocket and uils actlon 1n'tryin¢
to defend the LUXEMBOURG--MiiZ--NANGL sector left u gap in Lds v
1ines betweén TRIER and MAAITRICHT. To fill this gap he used
police and 1ine of comminleations, slgnal, and other service units.
Toward thls gap the widely exteadsd First U,3, Army drove, The
penstration of the first belt of the west wall aouth of AAChN

by the VII Corps made 1t 'appear by 15 Sepiember Lial a gap hzd
been found in his formldable defenses. Ihe generally low astimates
of the stats of the fortifications 1n the wall between AACHIN and
'TRIER, previously indiecated in Engineer and (-2 reports, were sus:'
talned, The =nemy had tried to F£ill the gap wilh reinforoements
wileh odnslsted of extremely young troops and L. of ¢. units, The
former fougﬁb nard and with spirii; the lattar wereiuninapirgd.
Bolh were untralned, wlthoul combatl éxpsrlanad, and of low combat
efflelency,  Our front was excesslvely long; our supply was difs
ficult and distant, and the prineclpal problem was whether or not
we would be able to exert the pregsure Lo drive in ths enemy's
_derateh r@i&fofcemenba before he could bring up stronger and pete-
ter troops and reinforce nils fortifications and supply machinery
by #eneral use of the ¢ivil population,

6nmbat tradps of bhg First 0,3, Army were agll up. 4 ocorps

rear boundary on 13‘3%pﬁﬁmber ran nortls Lo soulh gensrally through
NAMUR and 3eDAN, following, however, the course of local rlvers,

' The period of 12 days from 13 to 24 3epiember inclusive may
bs called the period of the developmenl of ensmy delsnses. dvents
of tnis perlod did'not exmetly justify ths optimlaLic'coholuaiona
drawn on 11‘3epL9mber that a definlue gap had been found in Lhe
enemy dafeéaea of any p&rLicular'importance at tbe partleular 10&
oation south of AACHZN, Pressurs Lhere and ab othelp points, al—'

thiough resulting 1n penetrations of nis line 1t particular spous,

revealed 1o speclal thinness or wemkness except in certain stretches

s
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of bad terrain where the Aifficulties of movement were such that
vwe'oould not explolt thede in foree and such indeed that we were
quite able to protect ourselves agalnat inroads on hias part by
having mobile armored eavalry groups cover extended portions 6!
our front which partook of this character,

Comparison of situation maps of 13 and 24 3eplember will in~
dieate advances, but thege advances were small, They were limited
to particular portions of the 1line and left us very nearly par-
alleling hia frontier, our atrenghh agalnat his strength, and our
wéakneas againat hls wealmess, Any paps which might develop we
would have to oreate, The principal of these gips we hoped to
make at the point already mentioned south of AACHEN, where veteran

diviasions of the VII Corps which had asucgessfully coreated and ex-
ploited the breakthrough of 3T LO};%%cceaafully ohanged direetion
and driven north on this gide of the SEINE to create the MON3
pocket, and had brilliantly azain aswung to the east along the
north edye of -the ARDENNE3, were now in a positibn to take advan=-
tage of any promising situation, If the enemy had heen unible to
create a defense along thls portion of the line, tnese divisiona
reinforoed by armor would be able to crack through to open eountry
suitable for swift movements to selze the loYer end of the RAINE
Valley,

This atﬂituﬂ; on our part, at tois time, when we had coﬁpleteﬂ
our rapld drive to the east, was not 8o much a propliecy or a fore;
oast as it was an oﬁtimistic nlan by whiah we might be able to take
the fullest advantage of a favorable situatlon, - 3uch sltuations
have a hablt of not springing eaaiiy to 1life, Any enemy, eveﬁ a
disorganized one, always attempts to frustrate the stroke whiah :
might be the most dangerous to him. On this oceuston our enaﬁy threw
in broken and Pragmentary, but still capable and seasoned portionj
of his fofoaa.

we hid to fight to devélop the situation, e had to fight
to flx nis strengthas where we might he able to make a new 3na1jaiu

and strike with more declialveness at aome sarly future date,

i



During this per&od; on our laft flank,'iha XIX Corps had its
owr, lef't conatanlly cxpoased. TL waa ariying up the east bank of the
MIU3E River, covering ita 1oft pear with machanized armor, On 13
Javuéaber, 1t 30th Ditalon eub the MAVITRTICHD-~QULPEN east--west
highway and captured MAASTRICAT and_ﬂ%ﬂﬁ. The next ﬂay‘some of its
vnlts and those of the 11%th Gavaley (Oroup beran striking more o .
the @43t and northeidt. On 15 3eptatbder the 24 Armored Division |
eleared the ares norkh of the ALAZRY Canal, crozsed north of MAAS- :
TRIGHT and on the 164h, with the newly attuched 99th Infantry Bate
talion nroteeting the area’ in he left rear in ta place, atruek
toviards HiSULaN and 1t3 road and pail junction, attanklﬁg northeast

with Oowbat Commanda ahkrsast, anah on 9 T=-mile front, On 17 3eptem=
tbar that diviaion ucauaiéﬂ SITTARL, eul the éIrTAﬁD—-HmERLEN Rnadrl

to btha southeast, and pushed towards GEILENKETHCHEN, wﬁilq the 30th
Dlvisgion on 19 IJbLemhar'aﬁv1neeé 3 _diatancs of mors than 5,000 yards
abreaat tba 24 irmor&d Divigion aa that theas ﬁwn faced and threaten=
ad 34 1L“hKIﬁL;ﬂN from the noavth and szat faces of the woods near,
ﬂuILuHhI:ﬂth ané extendad a line to the south from thoaa wooda,

whfie the 24 1rmored and 30tk Divislone prepared to attaek eﬁst b
arainst the ﬁfEGFE:ED Line at this place, (repulsing a éamblnsd tnnk.
infantry, and artillery eountersttack in the process) the 11%th Cav=
alry froup from 22 Septesber onuards held the 1ine on the north fiank
from BLKG to 3I/TARD and relieved the 24 Armored Division down the '
3T TARD == S ERLEN==GANGEL P~ ~OETLENKIRCHEN Road aa far as GARGELD 1t~
get®, Tris permitte é regrouping of the 2d Armored Diviaion for fur'
ture aetisn, On the 23rd of september, the 99th Infantry Battaliou
extended 1ls ralrols to MAERSEYOK and mads eontact tuere with tha.ﬂblw
giap Brigade in the British zone, On 24 abptembar tnere WAS NO uatar~-¢
1&1 change in position, Moderats art'llery fire vas received on th!.,
front, The forward Line of thls corpa generally ran north and souihf _
from the woods wesh of GLRILENHIROHEN althouzh alightly refuaed-in-ihb
riﬁht senter or the corps zons and on thq left flank, | ?he\aduﬁhnrﬁ-:
raption of thisg poaltion was gensyally from GEILENKIRCHEN south on

the nigh ground sllzhtly more than a mile west of and practically

piralleling the railkosd Crom
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G&IL:HKIRDH'ﬁ to. AACITEN aenrly Lo the corps boundary,

Opurutlons oi the ALX Corps nad, during this perlod, devalopad
~into aubsbannlal exsluitstion of the sarlisr crosgsihg of Lhe MEUSE
nlvar above LILGE until ghe entire area in the corps zone of actlion
had beén secured to an aversge deﬁbu-or approxlﬁately 15 miles on
2 frant 4lmost is widé.

Y11 0

In the 20 mile wlde zone of the VII Gofpa, most of ;ha aobiy=
ity during the period from 15 to 24 September inclusive was in
the nonﬁhsfn Sglf of the gorps front. Ihls was the attempt to
expioi@ tite wealknass south of AACHEN by py~oassing tiat town and
cuttling 1% off in rear by means of a tihrust northeast-wlth -divie
nions'abrvaat. e right boundary of the lst Division paased about
five miles south of tnat town and its 1efL boundary (alao of VII
Corpa) about two miles north thereof, IUs main effort was to be
Ion tta right to cul the rosds Qnd rallpoads which supplied and
aupported AACHEE from the east aad northeast, ‘Its initial pﬁél-
Lions orl i} aephémbur were three miles to the west and one Lo
four miles soulh of AACHEN, On 14 Sepugmber thla givision pene-
trated the weat wall against 1light resistance, lightly held or-
vacated pillnoxes, and, advanced sbeadily although slowly that day

5 Asfadl aoleg ¢ aldl
and the next. ihere was No change in the aitualion here on 16
Ssptember, but ‘the anemy oouptarattauked strongly on 17 3eptember,

By thls date tne advance asd progressed far enough so that the‘
town of 3IOLDERZ loomed on the right flank, Durlng the rsst of
the period, the lst Division was unable Lo make substantlal prog-
re;a 1nto or around AACUER, I. ropulsed enemy attacks, fought into
and mopped up part of Lna J10L3uREG aren, but was unable with'tnc
stronghold of 4ACHEN on 1ta left rear to drive forvard to its
eritieal obj)ective og the corps left boundary and to comp;ehaly
enclose VACHLN 1ga1nat the 30th Divislon (XIX carpﬁ) on the lsftu,.
During the gama pariod the 3rd \rmored Division, on bha right of
‘the lat Diviaien moving In a narrow zone, struck bowarﬂa JLOLBEHG
Ltaslf, it ﬁeized SALUEIM on 13 September, went Lurnuah tne first

line of west wali defenses on the 1l4th, and the second line on

‘. o .




the 15th with an element of ita Combat gommand "8" beyondzhn eagt
of STOLBEﬁﬂ‘;nd by the 16th of 3eprember, was practically agrround-'
ing STOLBERG iteelf, On 17 lepiember tue 3rd Armored Division
waa oaﬁhten&btackad} but pushad exat against enemy sounterattacks
and‘preuaura on that dny and the néxt neay MAUSBACH, On 19, 20,
and 21 3eptember, asslated by_mdpp1ng up operations by.the lst
Division, it captured the figh ground east of 3IOLILAG on 20
Saplember. fought. into the outakirté_nn the 2lat, 'oceupled 3T0L-
BERG 1tself on the £2d, snd by the S4th was able to alback norsh
rfom that eity towards LICHWEILLER. Progress, hovever, was dif-
fioult anﬁ the division was unable, as the lst Division on its
left had been, to reach the assigned objective on the acorps boundﬁry,-
In the meanwhille, the ik’ Dlvislon, whleh cowmenced the perlod -
assenbled In Lie nelghborhood of-EUPLN, attacked northssnt towards

DUREN «hrough a heavily wooded arex, On 12 Geptember it had taken .
a line from_tha woodg soutn and sast of mbram running HOZPLEIT-- ‘ E
n&lNASEKHOFf;Unnr EL;EHEJHN faclng aud'agproximstuly 2 mlleg west

of MON3CHAU on a broad front, Laley wovémsnts of thid division

wars prindipqlly eonflined né the left aalf of ibts zons of actlon,
;évanc;ng through the woods and_ paaslb nOTGEN, which was taken on

16 3eptember, penetrating the 3&;0?31&0 Lins and ‘pushiing northsasts
It had by 1? Jeptember reduced pillboxes and oveércoms neavy amall
arms and artillery fire Lo oceupy a posivion fromISCBEVENdUTTE
practically south Lo a psint gast of LAMMIASIORF and tﬁsnce 13ross
open ¢nuntry to HUFIN, Thereafter progress was alow, fesiﬂt?nca

was slunborn, many pillbdxes had to be ouercnmé, and anemy caun=
teratbacks commenced -on 22 3eptsmber, The dlviasion, althnugq aée
vampting to advaace aortheast, was gonérally confronted by'an gnemy
to tue east, and Lh; aastern ‘edge of the Forsst arsa had notfhaam

clearsd,

'l

Ihnila theage opafiLIdha wE e iain; on, the %th Givalrylﬂroup
sceuplaed almodt the Fight half of Lhe corps front, pibﬁa;ling the
MONSCHAU and BUCHHOLZ Foreats along the German border hq the v
Corps bounda}y on thq right.: fhera wag somg redistance to Lhese
paipolh near the town of HOFEN, and after tne 60th Infantry had
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mopped up enemy reslalance in\:heidCFEH--Auzbﬁ unea-scuph of MON=-
3CHAU, the 4th Oavalry Group took lover ‘that area as well when the
50th Imlautry moved by motors to itrangthan the fur@auvarea cast
of ROIGEN, \venuss tapough the afsas ocovered by tnls sr&up; al-
tisugh di‘“icult, Were numeroup; jay the cuvalry ;roup lield them

flml:ﬂ' .

In the zone of the V Corps on Lhe ssuth the fraﬁL Wi3: exgep-
tionally broad, and the principal jaclivitles were near the nor-
thern and the southern bounduriea; On 12 3eptember the A4th Divi-
sion on the left, north, continuaﬂ its qdv1qae on Garman asoil

through extensive minefields, anﬁolouka, and underp Jastlle srtilv
lery Pirs, Ita activitise for the next few daya earried 1t sen=-
eraliy from the acuthsaatern ond of the 3GnhEE EIFEL near BUCHET‘
forward throuzh tonat wooded area uabil by 24 3Jeptember 1t wag
thrvugd the 3CiN.L W{FEZL on a2 ling ruaning northeast fasing OLZ-
ABTH and J40NTHEIM, This advance Jaa made gonstanlly agalnst aiiff
rasistance, and gnemy aaunternttnﬁtq whilch were cam&anaed'ldaal;y
sa the 13tk ol 3JezpLembar by unltairrom 1 nnﬁuany to a 11itls more
than a h*ttalian; rne 28th ﬁivlahcn on the right and aomewhat to
the ra;r waa alig ntlf across the Hardar on 13 3epusmber, nut taacd
easmy reslastance throusnout the pe@iad, inoluding automatie weapons
fire, artillery fire, and pinoqu. although not ‘the numerous
small eounterattacks muich the 4th Dlviglon had met, By 17 5ep~
tember 1ts wosltlon may be deaortbLﬂ a8 being refuaed behind the
right flank of the 4th Sivislion an1 atandin5 slightly apross the
3srman border from dic3CHELD thrauEé KL3FELD. to DAHNEN and thenge
gauth along bthe east bank of the ubﬁ River aodunjmo 1ndlude VIANDEN
Just above UIAKIRCH, Up tarough Eh Jeptember Liere was no material .
ohangs in these poaitiona._ ' <! : £y
“ Ta the grutn 3omée elemanla af‘bhs S5th Armored Divlision sup- |
ported by infantry of .the 28th Div#aion hiad drfiven well ahead oh
13 3Jeptember and captured Gﬁavhuﬁi%nﬂﬂrin'the valley.of tos MO3SLLE

north, reached and orossed the

. . |
Rivey, while othera farther to the
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OUR River, snd were mopping up JALLINDOWF, Theas positlons ware
not maintained, Ahtempts to eross the J&Ub& and the OUR south and
north of WALLWHDORKE wepe only pa:bially succsssrul. Ihe enemy
sounterattacsked on 17 aapﬂaﬁber. the advance was checked 1n thls
neimhﬁarhood at the WALLENLOLF cerossing, On 18 and 19 September
caunneratiacks continuad and pari of the atvision wag required to
withdraw to cover DIEKIRCH on the soulll on 19 and 20 3Jeptember and
on the north of tht Lown on 21 and 22 3eplembsr, - Maanwnila; the
advance to GREVLNMAZHER with 1ight unics wag likewlse puahed back
ap that hy 24 Septémber the front here astood snort of Lﬁnt town
and approximatély through the small village of BQELDOhF. It was
asparent that on the broad froat on Walsh it wad operating V Oorps
fiad not been fuprnlatiad surficienL gtrengtin to move Corward deol-
alvely or even Lo hold lsolated aafannea agalast stubborn enemy’
aztbtlons ' | : '

It will bs seen fr?m‘tne paragraph%%%&%marlzlnz activitles
of XIX, VII, and V darps sucpessively tnab Los le=day pﬁrlod from
15 to 24 3Jeptember, followlnglthg drive to the gagt, had baen :
taken up witn problngs and readjustmenls a;aihét the fortif;eq
aﬁsmy poaltions,. Attempis to (inc weak gdps 'in ihat position and
to exploit trnem with parts of our far flung forces nhad been only
partially auecessful. For the clean up operations east of PARIZ
and the rapld drive wnleh aad coma-to a elose pruotiaélly'an 12
3eptember (excepl 16 the eone of KIA Corps, ;hare it extended into
thls period) the extremely broud front vas approprizbe. for
tnruating througn an enemy poaltlou,_aﬁr'faroaa may quile properly
be described by the dangsrous word overextenﬁed.

| ARMY ARTILLERY ACTIVITIES ' :

In a report for an'girlier period of the operations of the
First U.3. Aray, 1t was atated in a.prefatory passage ihat it ap=-
paaxaq desirable to emphasize the unusval, Normal organization and
normal activities may be gaid to be established doctrine in our
asrvice, . Performance 1n the field in accarﬂsnna.wtth thnege, althou;h
recorded so ag to have a formal reeord of c;*%v&;pns. 13 not of

RN Weace %

a3 @ TTRA

¥

/



exgeptional value as eompared with record of activities out of the
ordinary, for instange, activities which may be of yalue in demon=
étrating elther new tacties, apeelal adaptations to-speclal olruum;
gtances, or unusual adjustments which may have been made and whleh
may in the futurs be worthy of imitation, B3uch matbters require
special emphasls, It was in aeeordance vith bhislyiew that an
earlisr psport of thls army made a barticular polnt of dlscugsing

_ the u3e of the pinchout operation whieh had been longland ateadlly
tavght in our schools, but not fully proven préviously by an Ameri-
ean Army in battle, .

It 1s in accordance with this line of thought that 1t seems
: déairahlé to mike speecial mention here of certaln uses of Army
Artillery during the month of 3eptember, & high proﬁﬁrtidn of army
artillery: is heavy artillery, not eapable of especially rapld move=
ment and not needed ezcept agalnst stroﬁsly disposed enemy nﬁita.
This was the réason that artillery operations during the firat half
~ of the month of Geptember.wara on an extremsly reduced sealse,

The rapld separate advances of the corps north and 'east from
the JLINE Rlver offered no opﬁortunity for massed employment of
artillary,  Divislonal artillery reinforced by the attachment of a
nominal amount of cdrpa artillery proved surricieﬁﬁ tb break the
light enemy resiastance eneountered, The bulk of the eorps artil-
lery, advaneine by bounds between sugeessive posltlons of.peadlnasa!-
wag seldom within range of the enemy, Although tank destroyers '
proved inyaluable far reeonnalsgance, flank guards, and in dlreet
fire againsﬁ roadblocks, there was no heavy anti~tank action.

Consequently, it was deeided to use army artillery ahd surpluat
‘sorps 3rt1113ry unita bo'supplement the supply, transportation, and
"~ eommunication facilities of both the First Army and the several eorps,
Guided by thg First Army Artillery Officer, the Commanding Officer,
32d Fleld artillery Brigade implémented this decision by (a) re-
‘organizrn% the immobilized field artillery units into pr&vlslonsl'
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trueking battallons, (bk;orsgnizing n provisional signal ceompany
to aasist the Slgznal Officer in reeovering cable in rear areas,
(e) supplementing the overanraiﬁed line of oommunlcatlons‘by the ‘
loan of officer ecourlers and Alr OP 3ectlons to'the Ordnance Offleear,
"Quartermuster and Surgeon, and (d) furnisninzlorrioera aad enlisted
men for use on guard and labor (mdatly ammunltion handling) det&ila-
or the abave liated' nahifitiee, the truckinu activities were
possibly the most 1mpressive, in terms of resulls accomplished, ;
At one stage, a total of elghtesn fie}d artillery battalions wers .
hauling supplies for the First Army, wilth approximately 450 heavy
(2F ton, or batter) trucks and over 200 light (3/4 ton) trucks eo
engaged, Although the number of available trucks [ell o;f sharply
dﬁring the laat half of the month, yhen numerous baptaLiona ware
ratufnad to action, approximately 17,200 tons of supplies were
hanled gome 16,700 miles during 3eptember 1944, Thls speclal task
was accomplished in such-a highly efrficient maaner '
: phat it seemed fittlng to commend the Commanding Offlcer,
?Sé PA Brigade and his command for the great saslatance renderéq to
the First U,3. Army during thie oritical period,

The initial sssault and rapild penetration of the near edges of
the SIEGFRIED Line ocozaloned no great increase in our artillery
activity, 'aelf—pnopalled 155mm guna were employad with excellent
effeat in an assault role to reduce conorete fortifications, How-
ever, as tha momentum of our attack slackened for wgﬁt of supplies,
enemy reslatance, both infantry and artiliery, Inereased materially,
Ranld centralization and resumption of aetivily by'oorbs artillet?”
was necessary in order to mags fires against numerous enemy enuhteru
attacks and to counterbattery thne active enemy artillery, IThe 324
FA Bripade was recommitted ;n Lthe artillery role on 17 jeptémber to
support tﬂa propoged attack of VII and XIX COrha to the ?ﬁlﬂx. Qur
artillery fire increased materially after 20 3Jeptember. Heavy am=
munition axpendtpursa. not balanced by resupply, requlred a return
to stringent ratloning., . : ‘ .

Artillery fires throughout the remainder of the psrlod, though
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heavy, were ﬁeverthalaB; limited to only the most lucrative }grggﬁs;
especlally obtaining exeellent effect on the industrial alant#. [ 3
railroad network, and susply installations in the AACHEN ssctor. A
combination of diract fire by aaif-prapellad artillery anﬁ tank

dasﬁnfyerﬁ, arid. preciaslon fira by heavy artillsry, has prcvedlsuff.

g

‘fictent to redude all types of fortificatlons encountered Lo dute
in the B3IMAPRIZD Line,

~
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.PREPARATION FOR RURT{SR ADVANCE
By 25 feptember it wag plain that the enemy had sucoeeded in
manniny and improving hls west wali flafenaes; not qnly_with rem-
nante of Lhe battersd diviaions Crom FAANCE, but also hla seratah
mita and =ome formationa whiah may have beeén intended for use
elseyharé. }he anemy aﬁnnly lines were sﬁortenins; ouf% usre
lengthening, The nqpmy waa rmrriaoninr the west wall with avary-
thinr he eould lay his hands on, Hie moralé atonoed deolining and 4
firhtened and hardened as ha bezan to fight on his home solil, De-
lay in aur aﬂvannq mafde it apwareﬁt that the exploitation was :
definitely at an end, - Jush as In NORMANDY, a nsw study, a new
acheme of mineuver, a new asnaentration of forces, and a nevw ef-
fort would be naedéd to break through to iha RHINE. This new re-
quirement, was mirked by the additional faot that the %hrrltnry to
aur front was. far mopre Aiffloult than that over whieh the First
&rﬁy exploded liﬁé a rocket through the German 11nan.aast of 3t
LC, and the gap betveen AVRANCHES and MOKTAIN.
| hroughout most of the month the First U.3, Army had been
aneratine with the following distribution of its major unite:

¢ ¥ Qornat  Ath and 284h Infantry Divisions and 5th Armored
D;viaion.

JII Corps: 1lsb and 9th Infantry Divisions and Srd Arnored
Divialon,

_KIK Gorpa: 30th Infantry Dlviaslon and 24 Armored Division,

ThRes unite wers at thig time ocovering a front of approximately
80 miles, obviously exoessive, The 1024 Osvalry Group with the
V Gorps and the 4th Uavalry Group of the VII Corps and the 113th . |
Cavalf? Group of the XIX Corpe, vere halding froat tine sectors
almost 'as wide 3a dlvisions, The country was mountilaous and
heavily wooded., To reinforee our ahfangth, particularly in the
area whora the principal push would ﬁa made, it would be necessary
to brine in addilisnal troops 2s well aa-lé narrow the Firat U,S.
Gpmy front ag a whnle, The addiitional troops Brgughf in conslasted
of the 29th In{antry DMviaion, raturned to the Firat U.3, AfRmy from
the Third U,3, Army after 1t had asglsted in thq eaptura of the }

‘ |
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eity of BREST, and the Tth Armored Dlvtaion.
) The Tth Armored Divielon would nnt be 1mmediataly available
for the forward drivé, It had to be used to croas the former
Angio-%meriean boundary and clear up-a substantlally large area
west of the MEUSE River (MAA3) in the former British zone whils the
British 21§t Army Group was serisusly involved in reducing the
ohanhel no?te earlier bottled up but not yet captured, and in at-
temptinp to rescue parachute units from the Tarther bank of the
RHINE River,

A Belgian Brigade was covering the marsh land ia rear of the
west bank of the MEUSE River, extending vpractiecally to the north
army baunda}y. A temporary change in the Anglo~Amerlican boundar}
g0 that 1t ran slightly north-of nortﬁéaa% from the nelghborhood
of UAB3ELT encloaed a long leg of muttﬁﬁ area whose west aide was
the 1ine‘just deseribed and whose easi aide was ‘the liﬁa of the i
MeU3E, In this odd protuberance of ths boundary, it was intended
that the 7th Argored on the north and the Belgian Brigade on the
soutn should oparaie. i

The 29th Division waa'plzcad helow this eicaptional aren asnd
in the ione.rormerly oocupled by the 24 Armored Dlvision, ready to
operate on the left of the 30th Division.

Far to the asouth, the Inird Army boundary was cusnged so as
to run from just south of LUXEMSOURG then somewhat nortn of IRIER
and to include practically the entire valley of tﬁe MO3ELLE in the
Aot} oflthat Army, Thls resulted in a material shortening of the
Army front.,

The [ew §aya remaining up Lo the end of the @month were taken
over with adjustments ln conformity with the satimate made at this
time and with instroctiona 1ssued to prepare for a ealculated blow,
on 25 3eptemﬁar tiere was no importany change in the altuation ex=
gept the drawing of the new boundary line between the Firat and
Third Armiea as described above, althouglh patrolps were, ofhcourae,
active probing enemy dlspositisns locally. On 26 3eptember, in “

the zone ol tha XIX Corps, the 29th Division and Tth Armored Division
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began to arrive; in the zone of VII Corps enemy artillery fire in=-
sreased; and in the zone of the V Corps the 83rd Division of the
Third Army relieved Combat Command "A" of our Sth Armored Division |
aﬁd assumead feaponaibility'ror the extreme southern part or our fors
mer zone of action. The new boundary left LUALMBOUKG, EGHILRNACH,
and the 3JAULR River apu£h of WALLENDORF in the zone .of the Ihird
Army and Combat Command "A" took over the thln portion of this

eorps front which had been .covered by the 1024 Cavalry Group from
VIANDEN Lo‘D&HNEN and the south flank of the genter {aﬁih} Division
.nf thls torps. On 27 3sptember the Tth Armored Divialon up on+the
left., advanced to WiERT, mnd the 113th Cavalry Group moved north

ag far as the Anglo-americaﬁ bdundary, but elaewharﬁ thepre was no
material change on the front, - On 28 September tie 60th and 39th
Infantry Hemiments in the 9th Division made slight advances, the
Iat;er in conjuncetion with preliminary alr and arai}lery bombard=
ment, The front of this divlsloﬁ. pweeping around in the shape of I
a huge questlon mark, was slightly mors thanllh miles long, with °
the 47th Infantry east of SIOLBELG, the 39th Infantry at LAMMERS-
DOHF, aﬁd a portion of the 60th Infantry approaching MON3ChAU (most
of the 60th InTantry in the forest north of LAMMERSDOKF), On 29
Jeptember the 28th Division made limit;d advances near KE3FELD, But‘
there was no major aﬁtivity elsewhere on the army Iront exceptl

that the 7th Armored Diviaion‘and the 29th Division closed up com=
pletely from the year up into thelr new argas, On 30 septamber,

che 29th Dlvision relleved the 2d Armored Divislon in the wooded
positionq vest of GEILEANWKIGRCIHEN, and took over a zone which fanned
out northeast rrom.thOBa poaitiona, leaving the major {asouthsern)
portion of the eorps zone of action to the 30tk Division, The 24
Armored Divislon was preparing to attack eastwards north of AACHEN

_ in eonjunetldn with and leap=frogging the BOLnlbivlsion.*ao ag to
complete the encirclement of the town of AACHEN, vhere stubbpraly |
resisting German troops atill held out 1n spite of belnp enveloped
from the mouth and east by tha 1st Division in the adjdeent. !lanrpn.

I

Instructions for declalve actlon in thila vieinity had already
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heen oreparaed, llowever, the nweoesalty nr‘making n#w dispoaitiéns
for this actian'aﬁd of seasuring favarablaﬂaeataer for supporting,
agrizl nombardment delayed putting such an effort into effeot.unﬁ
11 after the end of the month, .
‘On the alght of 30 3eptember the army front Line from left to
‘right (north-to aouth) may bs described as running from.OVERLOON.
where the 7ih Armored Divialsn on a apenial misalon was reported
‘facing eaat in' marshy terrain near VLILHDEN, HOLLAND, on a line
almpst direatly ‘soulh through the arsa weat of the MuUSE River held
by Lhe Belglan Brigade bte 3ITTARD eoveral by the 113th Cavalry
arbup, Ihence.the'Qﬁ Armored and the 29th Dlvla!éna were in posgi-
tion along the road and near and west of GEILENKIWOHEN. Almost
-directly naﬁnh alony the 1ins of the WURM River to a point about
five miles north »f AVJSHEN the Z0th niviuion héld tha front, ﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁ
wag %aarlj aurroumded from the northcsst, 5ﬂuthweah, and aouthﬂa&t
by unlta of the lat Diviston, Eqstwarﬁs the 3rd Armored Divxsmgn
held 3TOLBERG and ground slightly to the north and also to the east
thareaf, Oommencing at '-}GIIE?'-":NUUP’TE the '.""th- Diviglon hsld n _Irmnt.
ruming almoat south throush the woods anst of ROTAEN and LAMME&SL
LORF thence to-HﬁH?FHAU and envalry pntrolﬁ coverad ‘the border from
the foregt of MON3CHAU to the upper reaclies of the OUR Rilvar, 1In ¢ ¢
the zone of the V Corps tha front raﬁ along.the eastern edge of the
JOUNZE ETFEL to the nnrthweat of PRUM ang thenae wag refuged .to the
‘neighborhood of KLIFELD frnm which 1t ran almost directly south and
Just Inside the G&rman frontier to north of VIANDEN, 3outh ar thtn:_.
no}nt DIERIRCH wasg well plo}ec?ed by elements to the front ag far -
a8 the new ?htri Army boundary which diagonalod up the map, north- :

east about 7 mllsu _anutheast of DILKIhGH.




FIR3T (.3. ARMY
Order of Battle - Major Units

Date ¥V _Corpg Vi1 goroa AIX Corus
29 Aug »  4th Div lat Div 20th Div
ZBth Div 2th Div T2th Div
5th Armd 3rd Armd 2d Armd
2d Fr Armd
8 3epnt 4th Div let Div 30th Div
23th Div th Div 2d  Armd
5th Armd 3rd Armd
20 3ept 4th Div lat D17 50th Div
28th Diwv 9th Div 2d  Armd
5t Armd 3rd Armd
27 3ept 4th Div lat Div 29th Div
= 28th Diy Dth Diw 30th Div
5th Armd zrd Armd 2d Armd
102d Cav Gp 4th Cav Group Toth Armd
113th Cav Group '




31 Auguat 194#
2 Jeptembear 1044
4 3eptember 1944

15 september 1944

24 deptemnber 1944




