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B STMENTS

Developmsﬁbs in the Britlsh zone of action were hamperéd by
enemy resistance, water gourses on the teryaln difvicult to eroas,
and the fallure of the use of the Iirst Alrborne irmy to free our

advance on that f{ank. "The approaech of the 3eventh'U,3, Army
toward the BELFOAT Gap on the.south ﬁnd areas to the north there=
of also had an effect upon our dispositiona and plans, There waJ

a tendency to concentrate First U,3, Army effort on the northern . ° |
part of our front, Consequently there wers certain changes in |
the army boundariess. The o0ld northern Anglo-American-boundary

had run from Just north of IITTARD slmost due east above COLOGRE |
and the southern First-Third boundary had fun nertheast from i |
gouth of TRIER to a point aliﬁpbly gouth of KOBLENZ, Thils ap=" i
rangement had placed COLOGNE direetly in front of the advance of
the XIX Gorpq,'BONn in front of the advance of VII Corps and a
long strefch of the RHINE in front of ths narrowing zone of V |
Corpsa, .

The shift of boundary lines }arbner toward ﬁua:narth was
suoh as now to include DUSSELDORF in the zone of the XIX Corps,
COLOGNE barely within the zone of the VII Corps, and BONN and
REMAGEN in the zone of the V Corps., The right boundary of the
army which had run through LUXEMBOURG=-TRILA--EKOBLENZ, was to be \.
shifted to yun from LONGUYON to ANDERNACH, closing V Corps up '
agalnst thé YII Corps boundary in such a‘mxnner that 'V Corps would
be pinched oqt. Howevey At was provided that V Corps vould drive

‘1nPo and taka_over the southern portion of VII Corpsa zohe,‘lar;ae
ly covered only by eayalry reconnaissance and a new boundary be=
tween VII and YV Corps would reach the HUINE between ouwumu;' and
BONN, BONW would become the abjeauve of V Corps, just as COLOGNE |
and DUSSELDQHFIwould become the objeetives of VII and AIX Gorps ;
regpectively,

These changes vwere made ag the month comienced.

Allooatlons of major eombat units of the Pirst U.5. Army as

the month openad may be summarized as indieated in the Order of

= II‘I'I-"-. 1 = . y



Battle dated 27 September 1944, as follows: :
"RIA Corps Vil Corps ¥ Corpg

{ 29th Inf Div lst Inf Div 4th Inf DY
30th Inf Dlv 9th Inf Dlv 28th Inf Div
24 Armd Div 3rd Armd Div Hth Armd Div

7th Armd Div |
 DHE AAGHEN SITUATION
It will be recalled that the lst Division in the VII Corps
was by 13 September elosely approaching AACHZIN, The XIX Corps on ' -
1ts 'left (north) was at that time not yet completely up and in
1ine, The 3rd Armored Diviaslon on its right and the 9th Divialon
had made some allpht penetratlona of the forest of ROTGEN, By
24 Feptember the 1lst Divislon had pressed in more cloaqls againat
AACHEN 80 as almost to form a semicirele to tue south below 1t :
the Frd Armored Division and the 9th vaiaign had pushed slowly
through the SIOLBERG avea and the wooded alopes.of the FOLGEN
foreat in what began to appedr like an envelopment of AACHEN .
f?nm its east and preapr, Thege two divialona.ware, however, fight=
ing in wh;t wag quite obviously readily defensaible terraln, Pros-,
"pects of asubstantial and rapld advances in this part of the area
wers allght, To the north, however, the 30th Division had moved
forward almost to.the line ot the WURN Rive;, and was Taclng east
above AACHEN, Army orders issued at this time on the basis of
thls sltustion therefore contemplated a drive to the eaat by the
XIX Corps to cut the AACHEN--COLOGNE Road. The last few days of,
SBeptember had been taken up with readjustments in order to put
these orders into effect, .
~ Arrived from the sonquest of BREST late in September and as=
sembling in the VALKENBURG--GULPEN apea, the 29th Division took
over the naftherﬁ flank of the XIX Oorps, fraaipg the 2d Armored
Diviaion Tor the eastward attack, and 1itself made’advances north-
east apove GLILGNKIRGHEN,

Tre drive mortheast by VIIIOorpa to oblectlives on the corps
boundary planned in Sebtember was temporarily abandoned, The lat
Division in the VII Corps was to ellng to the areas 1t ﬁad taken
to the east of AACHEN, to mop up tho=ss =25, to push in agalnst

-2



AACHEZN from the eaat and southeast, and to move against the V&R- !
LAUTENHEIDE<<HAAREN area and the critical enemy supply route.on |
the AACHEN=«COLOGNE Road g0 e to'make shNact with the XIX Corps |
effort from the north at the inter-corps boundary, It would be

unnecessarily costly to attempt to take AACHEN by direct attack.

Orders of the XIX Corps for thls operatlion, 1ssuad 28 Septem~ 1
ber, directed a movement to the east (south of GLILENKIRCHEN) by.
the 30th Division, That divislon was to be passed through by
the 24 Armored Divlision moving toward the line of the HOER River
betﬁeen LINICH and JULICH, Then a new effort by the 30th Division
directly to the south and at right, angles to 1ts original drive
was to be made to secure an objective on the corpa boundary to
1nclude the high ground betwgen AL3DORF and dUHS&LuN

Although issved in 3eptember, these orders took effect in

00 taOberl

G
¥
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There was minor aggressive activity on other portions .of tha

Firat U,3, Army front during the first two weaks in October, and
there were re-adjustments of boundaries and changes in dlsposi-
tions made in accordance with the shifts in boundary lines des-
cribed in the early paragraphs of this report above, Most of the
cactivity during this earlx QOctober period was, nowever, in the .
AACHEN apea, It was stated in the report for the month of 3eptaﬁbef
that our prineipal problem was whether or not we would be able to
exert the pressure from the middle of that moath on#arﬂ to drive

in the enemy's serateh reinforcements before he could bring up
stron&er and better troops, e had not been able to do this, lils.
prepared positions were too strong. IHe had been able to shift
troops from other fronta to ;sslst us, The supply gervices of the
Mrst U,3, Armf achieved remarkable results in bringing forward am-
'muﬁition, gasoline, and supplies of all sorts, but the opposing
forcea were such and the tarfain wag such that 1t was found neces-
sary to confine our efforts to the AACHEN apea largely with the
troops alregdy'there. This necessity is,rérlaoted in the attack
order slready mentloned as issued by XIX Corps on:28 3eptember for
éxecution ﬁs.early in October as weather wnuid permit of substan-

t1al alr support on the initlal objectives north of AL3DORF,




_ On 1 October V Gorps turned over its old zone of action to
VIII Corps of the Minth Army and pelieved the 4th Cavalry Group
whiﬁh had been guarding the frontiler south of MONICHAU, On 8
Oectober the 7th Armored Division and the Belglan lst Brigade,

which had been operating gensrally north of SIITARD atong the

1ine of the MEU3E, were Peleased by XIX Corps to the 3Jecond Britlsh

Army, and the Anglo-Ameriean boundary was restered to 1cq pre=
vious practicaily direct line from :HA33uLY through SIITARD to
the north edge of DU3SELDORF, During the firgt two weeks of
Oectober, the 9th Division was active locally, attacked on ‘the &6th,
méde‘limitad ad@ancea on the 8th, met haav} resistance on the
9th, and was subjceeted to'éeveral loeal enemy reactions in the
mountainous wooded drea in whlob it was operating.,  In genaral,l
howevér, 1t can be stated that aet{vitias on othar parts of the

line were prineipally loeal -in effect and Lbab major effort and

action took place in the AACHEN area,
THE ATTACK ON AAGHEN
The' 116th Infantry was placed in XIX Corps reserve on 1 _
October and some of its elements took over the protection of the
corps right flank through the marshy area northwest of AACHEN,
On 2 Ootoher at 1055 hours the 30th Division Jumped off, and
erpnsed Yhe branch of the WURM River to the immediate front, with-
1n.the firat hour, inspite of'strong resistance, A battallon of
the 117th Infantry was within a milé of UBACH by niglht, anﬁ,tha
119th Infantry on the right was approaching MI HERBACH, On 3
October the 117th Infantry -was in the esenter of UBACH by noon and
~ by night was on a northwest-southeast line on a front of 1&Imilea‘
through UBACH; the 24 Armored Divieion had closed up in rear of
these unita and was on the ﬁorﬁhqantarn edyge of UBACH that day.
The 119th Infantry had not made very substantial advances, The’
‘1lst Diviaion met enemy resistance fn the form of a counterattask
during the same day, On 4 October the 30th Divialon attacked at
0700 hours without making mueh progress, the enemy attacked with

tankas at MT HERSBACH but was repulsed; and the 2d4 Armored Division
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began leap-frogging the 30th Division toward the east at 1000 hours!

On 5 Octobar the 24 Armored Division thrust northeast to
BEGGENDORF, but with its left ﬂlank‘st FRELENBERG on the WURM
River 1ts front Extendgd--refusad to its lefﬁn-ganerally gouth
of GEILENKIRCHEN, and the next day it occupled an arc FHILENBENG--
WAURICHEN-~BEGGENDORI", , On the 54h the 117th had struck to the
gouth and was west of MT HERBACH facing south the following day.
The 119th was at MD HERBACH and southwest thereof, The 120th,

'which had relieved the 1l6th facing HOLZ and had advanced almost
4 kilometers on the 4th, had readhed.HOLi on the 5th and was be-
ing relievéd on the 6th by the 116th to free it to take part in -
a southward effort later,

On 7 October the drive to the raouth aocquired momentum., While
the 24 Arm;red Division was holdlng the line south'of GEILENKIR-
CHEN and occupying BEGGENDORF and BAESWEILER, the 117th Infantry ‘
went almost two miles south to the outskirts of AL3DORF against

‘ light resistance,
ﬁ(‘ﬁﬁﬁg The move on AACHEN from the north may be sald to have been

Qu—jynow well dnderway. On 8 October the 117th Infantry moved 1500
yards and was south of AL3DORP, refused go as to protect its left
flank, The 120th Infantry was into NODPENBENG, Tne 119th wvas
600 yards south of AFDEN by noon and almost a mile farther advanced
by night, The 24 Battallon of the 116th Infantry was attached
to the 24 Armored Division to moﬁe to ALBDORF for later empioymenh.
On the same day the lat Division attacked north beyond LILLNDORF ¢
and aboye VERLAUTENHEIDE and was only about a mile from the main
AACHEN~=COLOGNE Road; with a battalion of the 26th Infantry adfanc-
ing on 1ts left ‘across the rallroad, The strongly fortifled key
village of VERLAUTENHEIDE was taken gfiéf'én 800 yard advance in
the dark between 0400 and 0620, '

On' 9 October gulek pressure was applied from both directions
azainst the exit routes from the northeast of AACHEN, BARDENBERG
fell to the 119th Infantry; the 117th Infantry advanced 2000 yarda
gouth of ICHAUFENBERG with the 24 Armored Division; and the 18th
Infantry of the lst Division attacking from the aguth at 1730 hours
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progresgsed a2 thousand yards agalnst stlff resistanes to eut south
of WURSLLLY, the seeond mailn northeast ,mad' out of AACHEN, On 10
IOctober there was much consolidation'and mopplny up to be done,
Tbaalath Infantyy had to meet counterattacks and fight ln three
directions; there was pressure by the 26th Inlantry, and there
was street fighting in HAAREN on its left rsar, The 13th Infantry,
however, was on high ground north.cf HAARGH and northeast of VER-
ﬂAUTEHHaIDE dominating the exits from AACHLN, Thése hllls, not=
ably 11111 231, vwere strongly held and required slow aad diffieult
eleaning up, On 11 and 12 Oetober all front line unlts 'were in
vigorﬁusldaranéﬁve action, eleaning up captured 5round._and ré-
slstling armored counteprattacks whieh were driven at them from

the nortieast, while the 26th Infantry on 12 October pushed in
azainst the north edse of AACHEN and the 119th Infantry advanosd
almost to WURSELEN, |

On 13 Ostober the 1164k Infantry attacked south through the
112th Infantry on a hroad'rront, regehed the éoubh adge of WUR=-
SELEN with 1ts right flank am the high ground weat of the WURM
Rlver in the dlrection of RICHTERIOI, Oon the éama day unlits of
the 26th In?antr} drove west well into the cdzes of the elity of
:’I.'IGIIE'-;":I itaelrl,
Sone ﬁeaaure of'ﬁhe aeprial eooperation received in these

. efforts to patter down the resis-ancs of the defendera of AACHEN
'may be indicated by the tonnages of bombs droppéd on thal eity ==
already bhattered througﬁ several years of war -- durinsg this three
dﬁy period, lostly by planes of the IX T.A.C.,), the roliow1n5 k;pa
ﬁhe‘tonna@ea: :

11 0Ost 62,25 tons ' ¥
12 Oet 99,00 tons
; 13 Oet 11,50 Lohs

On 14 Oetober the 116th Infantry (jbth Dlvisidn}'waa atlll
in poaltlon south of WURSELEN and the 26th Infantry (1st Divislonm)
eontinued pushing into AACHEN in house to house fighting, On 15
October the 116th continued its advance and the 26th eontinued

1ts mopplng up, Timhtlag into the city, On 16 October initial
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eontact was made betwsen the units of the two corps to the morths
eaat of the Eity, and the Plog was eclosed. [he enemy neversheleas
on this date csunterattacked strongly from the north2ast in con-
slderable Etrength; but was checked by our llberal use of alr and
8 inelh and 240mm howltzer fire. The 11l3th Iqr;ntry nad been thrust .

I down so that 1t formed the rlght flank of the altacking wedge of
the 30th Diviasion, while the 116th Infantry formed hne left flank,

Initial cantacb at first was light, but 1t was strenzthened
on 3pcaéqdlns days in conjunetion wlth movea to beat off urmored
thrusts made by the enemy from the east. ©On 17 Oectober defensive
pozitions were malntalned as the 26th Infantry eontlnued house: to {
house fighting to close in on and 2lean up AACHEN, On 18 Qetober
the 18tk Infantyry was requlred to repulse two enemy infantry and
tauk ayunterattacks and to reeapture pillboxea temporarily lost to
the enemy. On 19 October liberal use of our artillery ejecked
enemy thrusts, damaged hls armor, and was effecﬁive in counter=-
battery work asalnat his artillery attamptinglcoordinated firea.
The later afternoon sun shining low and bthrouxh under the clouds
was in the anemy;a eves and zreatly raoilﬂnbéd the work of our
gunners and of our artillarf observation planes.

On 20 October A&GQEN was slmoat eompletely oceupied by units
'of the 1st Dlvlslon. On 21 Oetobé%ggﬁﬁﬁqggnthe @German Commander

of the remaining units in the eity formally surrendered, and poe-

From 16 October onwards, after initial eontact Had beén made
northeast of AAGHEHN by units of VII and XIX Corps and in the eourse
of protectins that contact against enemy corunteraltacks, a definlte
rront.haﬂ been made Lo the east preparatory to further movements
1 that dbrestion, Princlpal enemy blows agilnet that {ront had
been, and would continue to be, almed ;t the 18th Inranéry of the
1st Diviaslon.

On 22 October the first fully eonrdinaled steps weré-taken'for

the rezrouping and reorganiz&bion.in preparation lor future power
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drives into the lower [reashes of the Rn;NELAND. At noon on that
aate Ninth Army Heaﬂ4uartefa relinguished its control of the zone
on the righL (aouth) and took over the zone of XIX Gorps on the
left (narth) of the First U,3, Army, XIX Corps with attashed
units in thelr oresent position passed to the control of the
) Ninth Army. The previous boundary between the VII and XIK gorps
became the new northern boundary for the First Army, between the
First and Ninth Armies, At the same time the VIII Corps, whieh
' had heen on the soythand right of the Wirst U,3. Army, passed
to the sontrol of ﬁhe Pirst Army with units in‘'thelr eurrent
poaitions consisting &f the 24, 8th, and 83rd Inréntry Divialons,
the 9Ll Armored Divlqﬁ?n, and attached units, The previous
boundary between the Nﬁnbh and Third Armies beoame the new south-
ern boundary of the First U.3, Army, sepirating 1t from the Third
Army, and the preVioua!Firstv-Ninth interboundary on the south
remained as boundary between V and VIII Corps, [Tuls réallotment
of the control of zones of actlon generally save the First U,S3.
Army an exeeptionally broad front, apﬁroximating something over
A0 ‘miles a3 the crow tiies.

The front of tﬂe ?1rat Use3. Army from thils tlme onwards, and
the disvositlon of itsl;ronh line elementa may be deseribed as
followa, unils being d%aignated from north ﬁo souths

VII Gorps: lst Divislon from the nelshborhood of WURSELEN
south to a point on phé main highway northeast of AACHEN, thense
generally east above fddREN to 3TOLBLRG,

de Armored Division east from 3L0LBERG through
MAUSBACH generally faﬂi‘ns north, - ;

The 9th Divislon exteadini south through the
'HURTGEN and HDTGEN'Forésts from 3§HEVENHUFTL, west of LAMMEKSDORF
faolng generally eaat:i

The 4th Cavalry Group from below LAMMEK3DORF 1n
the neighbarhood of HDNEGH&U on the corps 5outh boyndary.

The front of this qorps, a little less than 20 miles in &
gtralght line, wad bent so that its astuval front was nearer 30,

Most of the power of this corps vas conéentpated on the northern
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half of this front whére the lat Division had béenlengasau with
the asaistance of the 30th Division in fighting Into AACHEN and
in resisting counterattacks ffom-the easb, AsB diat;nct'rrom the
relatively apenl;ountry where this action was gbing on, the 9th
Division hagheen engaged in many locallzed actions in thick
mountainous country in what was aporoximately the center of the.
corps zone of action, To the south from near LAMMSRSLOKE down
to MOQBGHAU, the ront wag gaverad lightly with patrols and de=
fended roadblocks. _ .

Y Gorpst From MONSOHAU inslusive through HOFEN and ALZEN
to the edge of the HON3CHAU Forest the 5th Armored Divigion had
patrola-écvering the front, :

Patrols of the 1024 Cavalry Group covered the  ®
border throush the wooded area for approximately 5 miles there-
after 1n s aoutheasterly direection, i

Units of the 28th Divislon south' from the clear=
ings northeast of RAMICHEID were along the frontier on the edge
of the woods to a point approximately west of NEUNOF, This front
was approximately 5 miles, ran f}om north Lo south, and laced al-
most dlrectly ogust,

. The 4th Division had a narrow front of approxi-
mately 2 milas.throuéh the BUCHIHOLZ Forest, refused Back however
toward LOSHEIM, just across the corps boundary, -

The front of the ¥ Copps ran through high and heéavily wooded
ecountry, aa. gouth of 4t prastieally followed the rrohtiqr boundahy
line, The major strength of the eorps stood in the positions on
the southera half of thigzone, oceupled by the 28th and 4th Infan-
try Divislone, .

YIII Corps: The 2d Division held the froatler from the vielnis
ty of LO3HEIM running slightly east of south aeross the valley of
the OUR River and into the SCLUNSE EIFEL wooded mountaln 1lne to &
point west of OLZHIEZIM, theﬁds southwest alonz the forward edge of
the SOHNIE EIFEL toward ONTHIEM, thence west to SLEIALF and eovered.

the open area to the southwest with patrols, exeept wuesre unite of
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thé 23pd Infantry stooa between HABSCHEID anad RdSFELP.J

The 8th Iniantry Division oecupled a rponn of
approximatély 20 miles fbllowing tue frontler along the line of
thé QUR River from the neighborhood of BLVLNIL to the large bend
northwest of ECHTLRNACH, ¢overing this front largely with extended
patrols "in position west of the river exeept on the éouth flank
whépe the 12lst Infantry was well coneentrated above and below
the “ALLENDORF orossing and backed up by the 9ih Armored Division .
in posltions gouthwest of DIEKIRCH, : . !

The 83rd Divislon .oceupied dafensive positions . 8
junotinn of that atream with the MOBELLE and along the weat bank '

" from the bend of the OUR River northwest of ECHILWNASH vo the

of the MO3ELLE to the Third Army boundary at the lowsr southeast;g
point of LUXEMBOURG, gouth of REMICH and northeast of [HIONVILLE,
wlth its units dietcéed in extendad positions approxlmating 5 miles
per infantry battallon. The enemy had a small ﬁridgehead at, HOHTERNACH
This VIIT Corps front was exeeptionally wide, It was faged "
with a river line for approximately three-quarters of the distance
from flank to flank, and this river line belng on the frontier
w&slprepared for dafenss as part of the meneral 3IEQVRIED positlion.
Terrain to the f£raont, in thls part of the world called mountalnous,
was atill somewhat open and not impagsable. Its frequent foresta=
tion, its ocecaalonal exeeldent obsarvaﬂlon, its deep valleys, and
1ts tortuous road nets made 1t however dirfficult fighting country

unless struck in strength., That strength ws'gégjnot have on that
v )
front, -

CLO3ING 3ITUATION
It should be noted, 1n the deéaription of the V Corps dlsposi-
tions somewhat above, that the %4th Division had for a time been 0@~
oupying a very harrow front, and that the 28th Division had not
“been very actively engaged,. ;
In the VIT Corps zéne the 1st Divislon was deeply lavolved in
the aacuaﬁ situation, The 9th Diyision althoush no' so deeply ine-

volved had Dbeeén tiroush a period of difficult fighting for some time.

Al 0
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It was, therefore, arranged that the 4th Divislon sghould take
over the front held by the 28th Division in the zone of the V
Go;ps, and 7 separated unit of the 110th Infantry (28th Division)
should be relieved between MONSCHAU and ALZ:iN by the 5th Armored
Divialion already in.position on the right of that front, The 28th

- Divislion waslto move Lo relieve the ch Division in the zone of
the VII Corps e%cept for a regiment-of the 9th Dlvislon whleh was
attached to the 3rd Armored Dlvision, - A temporary buuubary‘would
be established between V and VII Corps north of the previoua and
permanent boundary so as to include the major portion of the front
on which the 9th Divislon had besn engamed. The 2th Division was
to be withdrawn ror rehabilitatlon and tralning, and the 28th
Division would participate in any loeal advances to readiust the
line projected for that nelsghborhood, Control was lsft 1la the
nands of the V Corps at this pbinn 80 that that divislon might eon~
tinue to operats unosr familiar command. Boundaries between ?
and VII Corps were in detall to be as follows:

Permanent boundarys Effeative 12004 26 Oet.: No change to
K=7818 ~ mUPEN (1lnel V Gorps) - LAMMERSDORF (1inel VII Corps) =
F=010298 (inel VII Corps) = thenee along stream to F-050%28 (inel
V Corpa) - OBERMAUBACH (inel VII Corps) = thence along KRR to
KRSUZAU (#-1239) (1inel VII Corps) - GLADBAGH (F-23%41) (inel V
Gorps) - BLILZIHEIM (F-3543) (inel V Corps) - BRUHL (FP-4248) (1inel,
VII Corps) - F-AGA9 (inel VII Corpa).

femporary boundarys (Effeotive 12004 25 Oct,): LUPEN (inel
Vv Corps) - HOTT (K-92%3) iinal V Corps) ZWEIFALL (K~9537) (1inel
VII Corpa} - OBZRMAUBACH (F-0936) (inel V Corps),

NOTE: Responsibility, other than taotieal control, for area be~
tween new p:rmanant boundary and temporary boundary will remain
under VII Corps,

The changes spoken of .above took. place during the closing days
of the month, A regiment of the A4th Divislon relleved two regiments
qf the 28th Division as planned and the 5th Armored Divislon took .
aver the defense or the zone as far as MONSCHAU, The 28th Division
aggembled 1n 1ts rear area on 23 Octoner and prepared to move L. - ’

+to an as;éhbly pogltlon in the woods slightly nofbh ol the town of
ROTGEN, .On 25 Qctober the 28th Divislon commenced the relief of
the 9th Plvision and agsumed reaponsibility for the front at 1530
on 28 October, taking over from and relleving the 1ast units of the

9th Division on 27 October, In the meanwiile the 9th Division on
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25 Ocpober eame under eontrol of V Corps and commenced movement to
GAMP SLIENBORN, leas the 47th Infantry whish rémained attadhed to
the 3rd Armored Division, On 27 October the 9th Division, less '
the ﬂetaahﬁant mentioned anove, Was campletely.aaﬁemplad and en=
gagsd in rehabiliuation and training, Also tne:hth Division in
Vv Corps was %ade avallable to the VII Corps on eall, _

On 25 October the temporary boundary bsbween V and VII Corpa
was declirsa effective at noon ;nd on 28 Detober there were ad- ¢
Justmenta wade in Lhe boundary between the "irat Army and tue
Third irmy on tne soutn,

wnile these changes in digposition wers going on there was
little ma)or aéttvlby. Certaln areas in WUR3ZLEN northeast of
AACIIEN were eleared on 22 Qetober, Loeal attacka mounted by thol
lst Division to % limited objeot}ve northeaat of HAAREN, on 2%
October, were not suecessful and unita returned to 'thelr rormer
poaltions. Thers were aaallldemonsbrabiana, active patrolling
oﬁeratlona, and conslderable alr and artillery activity at vari-
ous portisns of the front, moatly In the nelzhborhood of AACHEN,
but these were without substantial result.

In the V Corps zone the 28th Division was preparing lta at-
tack, In the VII Carpa zone the front was lightly held.

Allocations of major combat units 3t the eloss of the month
may be summarized a3 indlicated Iin the Order of 2attle dated 27
Octobdr 1944 ag follows: I

}

47th ROT 9th Inf Div (-47 ROT) 24 Inf Div
lgt Inf DAV 4th Inf Div 8th Ini Div ¥
3rd Armd Div 28th Inf Div 9th Armd Div )
; 5th Armd Div » /- 83rd Inf Div

For the future operations army boundaries wers eatablished

at the snd of the month as follows:

Batween Ninth and First Armies: TAVIER3 (K~0127) - GRAND
AXHE (K-223%4) - VIVEGNIS (XK-5235) - NEUFCHATEAU (K~-6237) - TEUVEN
(K-6741) - K-8647 - KINZWUILER (K-9451) (a1l inclusive to Pirat
Army) - ALTDORF (F=0354) - HAMBACH ([-=0956) - EL3DORF (F-1860)
(all inclusive to Ninth Army) - QUADRATH (F-2661) (ineluaive to
First Army) - PULHEIM (P-3467) - VOLKOBEN (P-4069) -~ MURKuHICH
(§-4570) (all inclusive to Rinth Army).



i

Between Firat and Third Armies: STENAY (P-1502) - LONGUYON
U-4596) = E3CH (P-7302) - 3IERCE (4-0094) - 3ALROUKG (L-1413)
all inolusive bto Third Army) - TRIER (L=~2029) - IHAKRBAG L~5580) -

KOBLENZ (L~8395) (all inclusive to Pirst Army).

COMMENTS
CANALYSL3 OF OPERATION ' : )
It will be notle é prec ng summary, as has already

been briefly indicated aboye, that the prinecipal activities of
the Pirst U.3., Army during the month of October wsre devoted to
the nglghbofnoaﬂ of AACHEN, Although durinz the wonth of Auvguat
12th Arhy Group had 5ranted:wua§ prachiéally amountéd to permig=
sion to delay furtner taétical advange untll the critleal supply
situation had been remedled, the ¥Flrst U.3, irmy had nol limived
igs activities on acoeount of any anorﬁage dr aupply, It moved,
but it moved aupblies too. By 1 October asupply installuiiona had
been pusned well lorward, and dumps were bhaiag bullt up within
reasanably close proximity to‘tha‘front line, It is true that
there were instances of shortages, as on the occasion wien a eorps
ordered an armored division to ﬁove ag far forward as gasoline '
supply would permit. But 1n.seéarai supplies were pushed well up.
If it is felt that our adyance was delayed, it ls only Talr to

state that 1t was dslayed by enemy actlon, Hls defensacs along

the frsntigr;xalthuugh not‘fully manned and ulthgush'ln places
manned by relatively inferlor troops, were sufflcient ton cheek

any substantlal forward mo#emant.at & ra-ld paee with the forees

at Qur disposal on nuf sxtromely extenddd froat, 'Ina garly sur=
render of a wide portion of our front to the VIII Corps and tﬁa
Third Aprmy (later taken over temposarily by the Ninth irmy) did

for a time narrow our front, However, the a:irt of the XIX Oorps
to-the Ninth Army on our left and the pesumptlon of dontrol over .
the VIIT Corpa on our right again save'the Piret U, 5, Army an ex=-
tremely broad front, It is true Lhat thls front coveréd large
spaces of terrain nﬁﬁ suitahble for offensive [lg ting. It was ter=
rain easily defended by an enemy and 1t wauld haye been pvoritloiu
for us 'to have bthrown strength into bhé mountzinous area.of the . ,

ARDENNE3, 3imilarly, the enemy realized the characterlitics of

e B T

that‘teréain and. he, himself, did not acoumulate substantial Btrensﬁh



amalnat, us there, Mot planning an orfensive agalnst us in that

remion, he had sufficisntly weak strength opposed to us to per»

“mit our holdingz larsze portions of our line very lightl}.oursaives.

 Bven thls exercise of economy in troops on tuose portlons
of our line dld not give us sufficient Torce lor desislive astlon
against him on other portions of the line. In the Tirst place,
the enemy knew very well the, difrieultias nf the terraln weat of
the RGINE River from BONN to KOBLENZ, It was perfeclly appsrant-‘

commander

to- the German / thalt the mznauvar area for decislive actlion lay in
the nelghborhopd of and north of the line fron CILOGNE to AACHEN,
He paaiﬁteﬂ ua tanaciouslyrin that area from well Preparad defen=
a&e, 'Jome of his.best tronﬁs held on to Lhe }hst in cartaln-posl-
tiong, TEarly in October we hqd‘thought to pineh off AAGLEN by a
atroke eastwards hetween GEILENKIAOUEN and AACHEN., 1It, Lowéver,.
begcame arpirent t4at we dld not have power snouszh for that itroke.
There 1s ﬁo intentlon of making exeuses for lack of svocess, but
it is wortnwhile pointing out that the operations nave demon- :
strated, a8 was polinted out in a previous report ol the [irst Us3.
Army,. that power is neocessary ad wall 5§ mobility. To compare
the oneratisn north of Anchﬁ wlth the bredki.rough at 3¢ LO, we

ean find a Tront of approximatély the same size astruck by less

alr hombardment than was landed along the 31 LO--lEHluiS Road,

: J
and an armored divislon and one infantry division on our front |

_nortu'of AACHEN as compared to three Infantry divigiong in the as=

sault wave at 31 LO, followed up by ‘a breakthrough forse of two
armored divisions and one highly motorized division, . :
j‘Tue alr atrike, through clouds, was not as affective as at.
3T LO, , The infantry divislon making the fifsﬁ thrust was not able
to break through as far and as ¢leanly, for tiere was simply not
enough infaalry available. Then the alngle armored division hﬁd
actually to fight for the ground on whieh 1t Was to deploy and
uased up some of 1ta sirength in that fignsiné; Ihe ureé was thiek
with pillboxes which had to be reduced, .

SIEGFRIED Line 1taslf,

We vere righting in the
Next, Aif we accept the fact thal.the
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initial eastward thrust would hivq difficulty in itaell reaah1n5;
throvgh to LINMICI and JULICH, we flnd it was- ¢hecked in ornar 7
to divert strength to asaist the infan Lgy diviaion to drive
tirough millboxes and defended towns gouihwurda agﬁlnsn the
AAGHEh-sxitg. 411 of the above is sn explanation of what nap-

pened, If there is any lesson to be learned from this operation,

'it 1s the lesson, previously pointed out in Flrst irmy rehortal

that power 1z needed for power blows againal a solldly emplaced
eneny. -

At the end of the munth on our front there was evidence
that pha enamy had elsments of two panzer divislons and also
elght infantry divislona apparently in ﬁhe front line, not to
include several panzer divisions eapable of intervening either on
the British front to:our left, the Ninth Army front on our ime
mediate left, or pn our front, He appeared throushout the mopth
Lo bhe temporarily cmntent wlth a relatively stablized rront_aﬁd.'
except for logal and somewhat ?ragﬁentary atbﬁcks (ineluding
armored attacks) 1n the neighborhood of AACHEN, to forego his

eatablished tactical practice of organizing iinmedizte and heawvy

counterattacks, The enemy had been saversly snzken by the allied

succegs in [FHANCE 1n rapldly overrunning his forees and eabtur-
Lng hundradg of Liousands of hlas troops as prisoners, Vhatever
dslay he eould inpnse upon va from his defensive uoaltipna_alensA
the frontler lie would wleh bo wutillze to prapare fqr more serioug
and possibly dacisiva fighbins later, ; .

n Sxibe ol t\& faat that the preceding paaaawes would seem
to' Indlcate a relative suceess on the pgrt of the ensmy during
the month of October in imposing hls gengral will upon us, 1t ia_'

not too mueh Lo say that the First U.3. Army retalned the initla-

tive on 1ts front and acecmplished a subdtantlal result ia olosing

gut and gecuring a2 ‘firm base on the AACHEN area front facing the

COLOGNS plain, Tnly metlon was truly prepsratlon for future ad=

vance, Presjure upon the enemy ih otﬁer theaters and esnemy loses

» i
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| in those theaters during ths month of October was such as to
glve us confidenpa that he eould not have prepared to defend_ ' iy
the resmion of COLOGNE as well as we have prepared to attack 1t,'
or to have prepared his troops, vehlcles, motor and ammun{tlon .
gupplies, and equipment, as well as oﬁr foreces nave. been able td ;
do, It 1s trus that this seetlon of tuls report should presum=
ably be devoted to bﬁe subject of operationas, but Lhese considera-
tlons based unon enehy informatlon z2nd upon 'Lhe aupply situatlon
(eovered in a subsejuent gection of this réport more théﬁoughly}  3'
have, of ecourae, 2 determgning effect upon our tactieal declsions
and operations, They unave thérﬁfare been included tere, although

¢onglven In detall clsevhers

Thsre 13 1 prather 1ntareatin¢ matter af technigue in the
proeaéﬁre of' speaklng of front line units whilcih haa been devel?'
oped in practice in the Firat 1fmy and may bs worthy of comments
ia la well kmown, our serviee schools hiave for years been taaahff
lng thst diapoaltiané of troops on the front 1ine shoulda be lne-
dicated in fisld orders and in 0oerationa reports in arder from
right to left, '
A somewliab different. practice has grown up ln the Firat U.é.
ﬁrmy since tue iavaslon, 'Occaaionally'tue 0ld training in teeh=
nijue raasua}ps itself, but the tendemey ias gmrown to describe
unit diapositions from left to rigﬂﬁ. Thls tendency began on the.
beachhead when iémy seadquartera came 2shors with Lhe lgt Divi=
aion and V Corps. Contact wag not estaulishea ﬁlth VIL Corps on
‘the right or westerr beach for a 1ittle time and officers at Army
headquarters tended to add to the Information conearning v Corps
‘that of the VII Corps in that order, that is, naming the‘unlta
from left to right inﬂtegd_of from right to:lert, Simllablk, in
V Corpsa Ltself.'the 1st Division was the Tirat zghore with a Qom-' X
bat Team £rom the 29th Division attached to 1%, Tnen headquarters
of the 29th Division went in on the right of tue 1st Divisson, amal
. 1t was natural. although not An accordanee with trminlnu in noahniquo‘

after stating more famxliar information eoncerning tue more familiar

Ny
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units of the lst Division, to add the informatlon concerning the
29th Division, During the .entire beachheac period‘uaudqusrtera7
was faclingm sauth.-aﬁd 1£ waé na2tupral to describe the front line
positions.of V and XIX Corps also facing the 3outk in that order
and then to add information oconcerning the VII Corps which yas
fignting over our right shoulder in the CHLR3JU-SG Peninsula,

Then durins August and September, wnen the drive to the east
was under way, our front lihe formed somewhat ot 2 north angd ‘I
gouth line, It was'genér&lly nztural in lookinz 2t 2 map 2nd in
transeribing data from a map to start at the top of the map and
work down tnw;rqs the boitoﬁ of the map, 25 ohe reads 2 page in
- bdok. The result has been that in many ar tPE‘ﬁaqumants of the
Firzt Army a list oflunita appears in ordeé naﬁé the page in the
order in which the units gtand on the map from top to bottom. ‘
This, of eourse, sives them, ir we 1maéine curselves facing the
enemy, from left to right alonz the front instead or from risht
to left as the old sechool technigue tauscht, \

In the summary of operations in the After Action ﬁﬁparﬁéof

the Fifst &rmé durine the past few months neit3er 5? tnese rules
has been strictly sdhered to, -It was often considered more de-
girable to giée the first snd more pramiﬁent s0sition to unita
most-bromlnently enzaged. However, it ﬁay be salc thag the school
; ‘ﬁraining in teghnigue hﬁs to a great. extent broken down in prae=
» tice on acéount of these purely physical writing and topo- .
graphiczl consideratlons. \
It may be wortiawhlle at iais point to raiase the question,
if 1t mizit not be more desirable to establlsh as fixed tecini~
. cai procedure, LLe rule,'orldeacrlbing unita from left to right'
-rathe; than from right to left. If we say ihat units on thaffronﬁ
line are lst, 24, and 3rd Divisions-from right to left in toat
order, we uave written those numepals dn the page actﬁally from
left to rizht rather than from risﬁt to left as they st&nd on the
ground, It would séam.&qoh m e désirable 0 say thal the front

line units wers tre 3rd, 24, lst Divislons in that crder from



left to right and then the numerals appazr in the text in exaetly
thie 1elt to right positlons whicﬁ they occupy on.tne ground, >
This practice could also be a2ppli=d logically .to the situation

of the U.3. forces now fisating toward $he Gast. 4s has already
been inéiézted, il we saould'say tpat tue @aj:r unita'or the

Firat Army are advancing on GERMANY 613;09&& alonz tne front

in tue order VII, ¥V, VIII Gorps from left to rigut (north to
sovth) or particularly Af we tabulated the informatlion in separ—
ate paramraphs, the successlve paragraana_dezbriping tue posi=
tions of those corps would appear on a typed pame from top Lo
bottom in exactly the order in which they stand from tOp-Lo bot=
tom on the map, whlch 1s the normal order or serutinizing & map

oy resding a4 page,

USE OF ARTILLERY

It will be recalled that the report of opera ons for the
First U.%. Army fér the month of October made speclzl mention of
an éxceptional‘uae of artillery units, '3y the opening of tpo
mbnth of Octoher the extreme serlousness of the gupply situation
had been greablg allegiated by this use of artillery v&hiclea for
transportgtion purposes, It had likewlse become evlident that-a
more sﬂabll;ed situation would require a greater welght of artil=
lery fire concentration in support on the rraap. artillery of
the Firgt U,3. Army, therefore, during October returnéd to its
more proper role, Indeed in certain sbﬁgea of the operatilons
durling this month 1La-amploymehb was 2 major portion.of our ef=
fart.l In addition po rendering normal support the 1rtillafy wilth
the Army was regrouped in preparation for both normal and coordin-
ated attaqka; | '
] In the 2 October attack to complete the encirelement of the
town of-a&GQEN, ﬁart of the artillefy with both the VII and XIX
Corps was attached to the dlvisions making the main efforb, Dur-
ing this action, the heavy artillery of the 32d Field artillery
Bricade had the mission of supporting the rires of the XIX Corps

with long range fires on communication and supply ceaters, The

'
]
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infantry-artillery-air coordination effectedlduringlthla opera=
tion lnvolved 2 carefully prepared counterflak program designed
to silence enemy antlalreraft artillery durlng the alr bombard-
ment phase, a counterbattery and lons rangs'}nterdiction prep=

aratlon prior to the attack, planned aupportlnglrlres followins
H hour, and c¢loag lialson between ;orps and dlvisions in estab-
lishing successive "no flre linesg",

One of the contributing factors 1in the fiﬁal closing of the
AAGHEN gap on 16 Ootober by the lst and 30th Infantry Divisions,
was the rapidlty with whioh the field artillery meutrallzed ‘
enemy artillery positions and reacted Lo requests for close
supporting fires on enemy strong polnts; The accurape location
of enemy guh positions was attributed to Lhé efficacy of the
‘sarefully sited sound bases of the 8th and 13th Field Artillery
" Observatlon Battaliona.

Gongurvent with the oloains of the AACLEN gap, tue lst In-
fantry Divliaion, supporbed by elements of the VII and X1X Corps
Artlllery, launched an atpack to reduce the town of AACHEN it=
self. 3elf-propelled iSSmm puns and tank destroyers were used
extenslvely in the ensuing gtrset fightin&; following the ex-
plration of the ultimatum on the afterncon of 11 Octobar, 12

battailons of 1llzht, medlum and heavy artillsry [ired é total

of 162 tons of ammunitlon into the city, The ceassation of nctive

enemy resistance in AAGHEN on 2%, - Qclober waz due indeed,
in no small part, to the continuous dally poundlngs by divisilon

and gorps 1rtilleryu
The oity of AACHEN and 1ts defenders were badl) shattered.

Although the phrase just above about "continuous dally
pounding" 1s absolutely correct, 4t must not be permitted.to
glve a false impresalon, German prlsoners have'conatantly apoken
with something approaching awe as to the ao&uraoy‘add volume of
our grtillery fire, It 1a possible that thelr impression of awe
may be due more to 'efficlency than to volume; We must not get

the ldea that our reasurces were unlimited,




The supply flow of ammunition was néver such as to permit
of spendthrift hablts, Indeed, certain items were extremely
eritical, For exampls, although it 1s not art.nler}. the 8lmm
mortar was steadlly considered short of ammunition in the lst
Division, 3trict rationing had to ‘be used on this item, even
thouzh that mortar was eminently suited for the terrain on with
the October action took place, That divislon's commanding
general felt that he had to control distribution of that typs of
ammunition pers-nally, and its divisional artillery officer con=-
_ trolled the fire of thsse weapona'aﬁd permitted shooting only

on selected targets.
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29th Inf Div
30th Inf Div
2d Armd Div
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VII Corpg
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ORDER OF BATTLE - MAJOR UNIT3
Filrst Us3, Army

Y Gorng
4th Inf DAv

28th Inf Div
5th Armd Div

YIII Copng
24 Inf Div
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9th Armd Div
83rd Inf Div



PIRST UWITED STATZS ARMY
0ff1lce of the Artilliery Cfficer
29 2%

17 Hovember 1944
SUMMARY OF ARPILLIRY OPERATIONS ¥OR THE MOEWH OF OCTUSER

In sidistion o rendering mormal sapport, She Artillery with the Army was
regrouped during October 134, in prepsration for both local and coordinated
atm-

In the 2 October attack to complete the encirclement of the town of AACHEN,
part of the artillery with boik the VII and XIX Coruns wes attached to the divi-
sions meking the main effort. During this action, the heavy artillery of the
324 Field Artillery Brigade had the mission of supporiing the fires of the XIX
Corps witk long range fires on commmication and supply centers. The Infantry-
artillery-a2ir esordination effected during this oseration inwolved a carefully
preparasd counterilak program desigmed to silence eneny antiaireraft artillery
during the air bombardment plhiase, = countarbattery and long range interdiciion
preparation prior to the attack, plaaned supporting filres following E hour, and
close lisison between corps and divisions in esbtablishing successive *no fire
lines'’.

One of the coatributing factors in the final closing of the AALFEN gam on
16 Oetober by the lst and 30th Infantry Piviaions, was the rapidity wilh which
the fisld artillery neutralized enemy artillery posiftions and reacted to requests
for eloss supportiang fires on enemy strong pointe. The accurate loeation of
enemy gun positions was sttributed to the efficacy of the carefully sited sound
baseés of the Zth and 13th Field Artillery Cbservation Battalions.

‘Concurrent with the closing of the AACHEN gap, the lst Iafantyy Division,
supported by elements of the VII and XIX Corps Artillery, lamnched an attack to
redace the town of AACILIN itsalf. Self-propelled 155mu guns and tank destroyers
wore used extensively in the ensuing street fighting. Following the expirstion
of the ultimatum on the afterncon of 1l Cetober, 12 battalions of light, medium
and heavy artillery fired a total of 165 tons of ammnition into the city. The
cesgation of active enemy resistance in AACHIN st 211206A Cctober was dus indeed,
in no small part, to the continucus daily pounding by division and corps artillery.

DIVERS ARMSTRANG
Colonel, Fleld Artillery
Ixecutive Qfficer



U324 OF ARTILISRY

It will bs recalled that the report of operation; for the

~

First U.3. Army Ior the month of October made sgecizl mentlon of

-

ESel exceétiongl use of artillery units. By the opeaninz of tae montao
of October the extreme geriousaness of the supply =zituation had

een greatly 2lleviated by this use of artillery veanleles for

o’

transportation purposes, It had likewise bhecume evident tuat a

more stablized slituation would require a2 greiter weight of artillery
fire concentration in support on the Iront. Artillery of the First
U.3. Army, tihersfore, during October returned to its more proper
role, Indeed in certaln stages of the opsrations during tnls month
its employmenl was a major portion of our effort. In additlion to

rendering normal support the artillery wita tae Army was regrouped

in prepzration for both normal and coordinated attacks.



