A. PLESOINEL, PROCK A

1. Casualtiss.
' d@s The rollomng tabulstion presents the total daily bettle casuslty
‘rete for this commsnd during the month of October. The f{irst column is based on
the sstimetes of unit commanders ss submitted in the Dsily Estimsted Loss Re—
port. The second column is based on machine records battle casudlty reports
showing the number of casualties susteined each day by this commend. ¥hile unit
commencers still generally appear to uncerestimate their losses. it is noted that
in comparison with the same tabulstion for the month of September this month's
daily estimates show a steadier corollstion with the maching records figures and
the total for the month of October is only 7% iunder .sschine records totals in
contrsst with 18% lower during September, The ability of unit commenders to es—
timete closely their losses combtimues to form a socund basis for tscticsl de-
cisidns, current replacement requisitions end, in eddition, justifies the accep—
tence of unit commsnders' estimetes of losses forty-eight hours in edvence for
the purpese of furnishing savance replscements.

DAILY FIRST US AHLY b_,ﬂ;g.gg CLSUALTIES
AN LA MACRIWE RAECORDS

BAIE UYIT REPORT
1 Cctober ) 212 - 334
2 Qctober 455 624
3 October 494 ' 496
4 October 764 841
5 October L67 . ,.?.-_.%} ' 462
6 October 795 _ (v :‘i 812
7 October 570 5 o 924,
8 October 708 =t iy 787
9 October - 699 i 515
10 Cctober : 375 ' 4t 507
11 Qctober 525 570
12 October 502 . 574
13 October 525 - 598
14 October o7 S 580
15 October 419 410
16 Qctober 437 540
17 October 369 348
18 Qctober 327 ; 303
19 October . 384 i 227
20 Qctober 228 : 173
21 October 304 108
22 October 40 70
23 .October 65 98
24 October - 86 87
25 October 7o . 107
26 October 104 9%
27 October 82 (L
28 October 82 80
29 October 138 150
30 October ' 52 51
31 October . o6 104
TOTiL CCTOBER 10 ?762 11,453

DQG :I"_, LA

' NE b,
B " oy

~SECRET ="
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bs Table 1, page 3 indicstes the breskdown by mejor units of the First
US irmy. casualties for the monthrof _Octover tasad on the edjusted cumlative
battle casualty columns of the Emiiy Estinsted Loss Report. Gihile the adjusted
totals are 7% higher than the machine records totals the. variatfioq is still with—
in 2 tolerance limit which will permit the use of the e.stimsted loss reports in
lieu of mechine records data during the 60 cay time lag befors ma@hms_mcords
reports can be consiqared cmnplet.e. R

{

i c.' Tahlq 2, page. 1, ant. Table 3, pager.e; are percentaga anal.?sea by type
and category of unit based on cu.mlat.ive rﬂ.gnres of 'I‘able 1, 88" discusabd in para—-
granh’l, b., above._,_ e . w0 T 5o
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" “SEORET
TABLE 1
CUNLALTVE CASUAIRTSS BY TN, FIRST US ARMY, PERTOD 1 OCTOBER TO 31 OCTOBER 194%

{Cmgzlmd from Daily Estimated Loss Repert)

o . KIID VOUDD  WISTG  OSTRD il it REMARES

kimy & Corps Troops. .. 133 _ . 721 35 g 903 - - 3507
1 Infertry Division 91 1266 © T ABL- e e Oy L1618 . e
2 Infantry Division 9 123 1 0 133 242 From 22 to 31 October
L Infantry Division 290 . 3520 . 28 36 681 595
8 Infantry Division:.-uy yoio o comicreon, o 20 13 o 3L 135 Fram 22 to 31 October
9 Infantry Division ~ 273 07 1898 T liB2lric ;0 22 e 1725 _
28 Infantry Division 46 258 30 . 0 334 753
29 Ipfantry Division 185 . 781 250 A0 1216 738 From 1 to 22 October =
30 Infantry Division 240 1790 354 g6 2470 493 From 1 to 22 October £
83 Infantry Division 9 11 7 0 27 193 From 22 to 31 Cctober L
2 Armored Division 87 523 33 3 646 546 From 1 to 22 October
3 lrmored Division 286 576 9 879 1012
5 Armored Division 90 369 4 0 463 330
7 Armored Division L4 367 54 0 465 179 From 1 to 8 October
9 JArmored Division 3 23 0 Q 26 29 From 22 %o 31 Ociober
TOTALS 1887 T 9081 . _ 1194 . 122 12284 11678
Total Cumulative from 6 o _ h, LT L e R N P a

June to 31 October 1944 22664 - oawr., . R L. 2489 . 1354.4.8 o }4.5715_
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=SECHET
IABIE 2

GASUALTY ANALYSIS BY TYPE, FIRST US ARMY, PERIOD 1 OCTOBER 1944 TO 31 OCTORER 1944
(Computed from Daily Estimated Loss Report)

BATTLE CASUALTTES ONIY

TABIE 3

- e =

< S DISTRIBUTION-GF CASUALTIES BY TYPE UNIT, FIRST US ARMY, PERIOD 1 OGTOBER 1944 TO 31 OCTCBER 194
i, c " (Computed f‘,rom Daily Estimated Loss Rep_'_or‘b) :

i ' > UNIT GROUP

" BATTLE CASBAITTES

+*Army & Gorps~Troops :
Infantry Divisions
Armored Divisions:

SECRET

7.4 %
A
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(1) During the penod of this report the Replscament Syatam, operated
within the Army Ares under the control of the Ground Porce Lieplacement
System sg indicated in previous ruport s,

(2) vwhile the tactical situstion (s ststic front) permilted this
system to continue opersting acecustely, the following undesirable con-—
ditions developed &s a result of thie 3rd Replécement Depot being under
cc_:.nt.rol of an authority outside the Army:

(8) The Ground Force Replscement System con'tir_med to stock the
3rd Replscsment Depot beyonu the requirements of this commend in
nunbers of men snd in brenches for which fuw requisitions were sub-
mitt.ed.

(b) The Ground Force Heplscement: System withdrew trucks from the
3rd Replocement Depot without werning. This mede it extremely diffi-
cult to move replecemcnts forward from cchelons of the 3rd heplace—
ment Depot left behind during the repid sdvence of the Army during
the previous month, This command wes forced to furnish trucks ur—
gently nieded for other purposes to bring up replscements.

b. Recuisition Anslysis.

(1) Breakdown of requisitions submitted during this peried into speoc-
ification serial numbers as tabulsted in Table 4, page 6 imicat&d the
folloming trends:

(s) Of the 18,421 replacements requisitioned during thia period,
13,402 or 72.7% were infentry.

- (b) oOf the 13,402 infantry rf.plscment.s rc.qulsltiom.d 7.4265,:
or 54.2% werc rifle,men. Riflemen, therefore constituted 39. .{.% of.  af
all replacements reguisitioned during this period.

(2) Breskdewn of roplsccments bssigned during this period as‘tabu-
lated in Teble 5, pege 11 indicstes that of 17,741 ruplacements assigned
15,131 or 85.2% were supplicd to divisions.

L

t. Advence Issuc of Officer Renlscement Personnel,

In sccordance with ETOMSK directive and in order to insure the svail-

ability of combst trsinuu replecement officers to lied experiinced combat troops
the following advence issue of officer replacement purso:nel as overstrength
was authonzed te units of this commsnd 21 Uctober:

One liuutr.-wnt per Combet Infant.ry Company
i n n Divisionel Artilliry debtery )
" " t  Hon-divisional Artillery Battalion
" 1t n  (ombet Engincer Battslion '
n " it Tank Company
" " " dichenized Cavalry Troop. .

"




B - e

SEORI:

T/BLE §
"REPL/CEMENTS ASSIGNED TO UNITS"
Poriod: 1 October 1944 %o 31 Octobor 1944 Inclusive
AF - GBI CiC CAV CE OnC CWS DC_Fi GSC INF MG MU MP ORD QMC  SC SnGC TOTAL
1st Inf Div orf 1 8 60 1 1 71
ol I 36 2310 28 .3 2 5 1 2400
2nd Inf Div off 1 10 ) 11
B 1 1 8 225 2 237
4th Inf Div off L 3 12 34 ) 51
go | 1 12 378 A 395
8th Inf Div off 2 6 - 55 63
Eit 1 55 56
Sth Inf Div  Off 1 3 9 125 138
EM 17 115 2 4,396 8 1 3 4 4686
28th Inf Div  Off 1 143 12 35 1 1 52 .
m ey, 31 22 164, 57 1 1282
#*%20th Inf Div  Off 1 . 99 4 104
ol SR 2 1879 46 101 1903
#%30th Inf Div ~ Off . 10 67 2 1 80 .
B 7 63 AT £ 2295 37 - 2 2 2442
L T
83ra Inf Div  Off RS R I 5 2 9
: B 2 15 NG 12 12 41
#®#2nd fomd Div ofe 52 3 2 23 x 19
Bl 15 4 45 15 1 L2 124,
femd D ofe” # : 1
90 dawd BN m{f M'? * g . Z 422 DECLASSIFIED 6]5.4
DOD DIR S0, luns 29, 1963

NE b;.&‘&;aaie_e&’/zf_-

(T 328q) & W67



AR GBI _CiC Clv CE Cut CFs

5th fomd Div ore i T 9 _ . 1 6
Bl 92 13 69 30 307 - L 4 2 547
**7th Jrmd Div off 19 2 ) i i R 5 23 i L7
B 178 7 88 32 23 3 2 333
9th foemd Div off 1 L 1 5 C12 ~ 3 26
: B 1 5 8 6 49 1 71
‘TOTAL FCR off 79 b- 17 13 2 1 76 578 7 X 2 6 2 788
DIVISTONS: EM 418 _ 87 1460 268 13479 376 5 13 b i S 15131

Corps Units ors b
M- L9 10 9 11 1 2 82
Lymy Troops orf 1, ‘ 11 33 9 5 = 3 2y . ri3-. 8- 18 15 3 .- 13 160
M 606 43 33 32, 235 3 %0 73, 79 11 79 335 18 258" 2528
GRIND TOTAL:  Off 93 4 1 50 22 7 2 9 . 591 15 13 6 4 6 -2 13  H%s
B 102 43 33 411 695 52 618 13662 L6 7T 92 U6 3 258  17LL

r-

Wlarrant Officers.

#¥Units no longer under our command,

(z 'm*&) § @147



STATUS OF BATTLLFIELD APPOLLT:

HT HECO.ubMLALTIONS

kS OF 2400 HOURS 31 OCTOBER 1944

: TLELE 8 :
: Discherge
& Ordered Fwd | Fwd Ret'nd
Totel .| 4ppoint—| fpmt Not Ret'nd [ Other | BT0 { Pend- | Battle
Unit Revd ed’ s . Consumsted | Dispvd | Comds | Apvd | ing | Casualty
Army Troops’ 68 55 > 3 7
YV Corps 26 22 1 1 1., 1
4th Inf Div 55 &, 3 6 2
9th Inf Div L5 33 2 1 A . 2 3
" 28th Inf Div | 27 24 ik 2
5th Armd Div 7 4 1 2
VL Corps 33 27 1 1 1 2 1
lst Inf Div | 26 | 24 17 . 1
e 21 5 i3 2 | 2
VIII Corps . b 4 2
2nd Inf Div | 19 13 3 3
gth Inf Div 3 2 .
83rd Inf Div
9th Armd Div g
Units No lenger ﬁ‘. '-._,
Asgd to this 3
Commend X
\_ XIX Corps 22 18 A
2nd Armd Div | 18 15 1 2
7th Armd Div 8 8 _
29th Inf Div | 44 33 2 8 -
. 30th Inf Div | 42 33 7 1 1
5 ESB b 6
6 ESB 2 2
35th Inf Div 5 2 1 1 3
79th Inf Div 6 6
90th Inf Div 9 2 7
B2nd 4/B Div [ 20 20
101st 4/B Div] 6 2 4
TOTAL 532 386 11 28 |. 26 51 23 7

TG



B. MOE VELFARE L} 161C b'.[' Vl’ BSs bt o A

1. Army Exchange ggt.iva.tiss.
2. Gratuitous Issue. i S j

- The issue of semi-necessary it.ems on s gratuitous besis was conbinued
for a1l trcops of this command during Octeber, The supply of these items: is
still unsatisfectory as only 24 doys'. -supply of the tobacco ration, end a smal—
lsr p&rcuntage ci‘ other goods, wes received and issued during the month,

b. Unlt. Va_;ghugg fetivitics,

h (ll Approxi 2tely 125 new sccounts were opened during the month,

£ ralsing tho total number ofl.accounts within First Army to 400, None
of the items being distributed, gretuitoudly were offéred for sale. .Ap-
proximately 15% of the items sold were captured German goods, a lergs
portion of which wzs secured directly from the Comminications Zone ware-
house in Paris,

(2) Four large post uxchcenge.a wers éet up in towns where organized
recreztinn centers have been; estabiishud‘ These exchanges were sub-—
stantially stocked, in order to. affom men on pass every opportunlty to
""lckﬁ purchases. i

LR I3 ol

(3) Arrongements were complc,t.éd i‘or"‘hhe sale of beer to First Army
troops. Ten thousend liters:dsily were obteined and dispensed to units
thmugh a Belgian brerwcry. ‘Ihe demend far exceeded the supply.

i i 1= Ay i'

(2.) The lecal procurcmunt of approximat ely 1,000,000 frencs worth
of Belgien murchandise was ‘arrengud... This mrchundlae includes fine
lsce, stztionery, crystel znd bress gift: it,c.ms. De¢livery will be effec~

i ae bad throu,g,heut. the month of November.
|

(5) Processing of exposcd amsteur film continued to be unsatisfactory.

+ 2+ lweves, Furloughs snd Passes.

During October the poliey, which had been in effcct since before D-Day,
of grenting no leeves, furleughs, or passes was relaxed to the following extent:

8. 1In certein towns the woff limits" policy wes.relsxed to allow corps
to csteblish recreation centers to rchebilitate combat troops through 48 hour
_ pesses end to prov:.de recreational facilities for corps troops while on short
-pesses in town, Foclilities mede sveilsble include motion pictures, USQ shows,
showers, post exchenge stores, church scrvices, swimming pools, dences and beer
bars. Since this progrem wes developed late in the month further details which
arc not .at present svaileble will be included in the Hovember, report.,

b. 48<hour passes to Peris were instituted on 22 October. The guota
for First Army was 36 officers and AOL enlisted men for esch 48 hour period,
For the first five trips, these pesses were limited to front line trocps of
combat divisions. Ib is anticipsted that personncl from other units will be
mclnded s8 this program progresses. -

3. Special §§rvigas Aetivitics.

s+ The milit.sry frent during the month of October was r\-.'li"t-i"-'ely stab—
ilized 2nd demsnds for specisl service entertainment ineressed. Dué to cold and
inclement weather it was necessary to provide shelter for most performances
end for the enterteiners. Arrengements were msde to provide sach show With
stage lights and hc,avy clothing for winter oparations.

(1) 'The follow:.ng ere the attendange totsls for the verious Special

Scrvice Aetivities-for Octobﬁ-r' . e

(a) soviest : "y



ymIT NO. Of SHOWS ~  10TuL ATTENDANCE'

ATy Troops ) : : BOAES ) v - I L L
V Corps ' 871 ! 177,270
VII Corps Bt 857 4 ; 217,360
* VIII Corps (wk 22 Oct) 189 - ' 49,135
XIX Corps (1 Oct to 21 Oct). 526 96,631
Totals % -5 W 712,554

(These totals represent only the att.enuant:e at shcms put on by the
Specisl Scrvice companies. Tt is cstimated thst the totals to inelude
shows given by units with their own projectors would approximstuly
double thuse figures in cach case. )

(b) USO Shows.

UNIT NO. OF SHOSS T0TsL ATTEHLANCE
HAT EASEN 30 15,550I
"{ERR Y}£ KERS " 25 15,200
"AT YOUR SERVICE" 27 - 11,850
WBANDWAGON" 29 18,500
WBOOMS—A-DLISY! : 24 11,600
"HEDGEROW CAHAVAN® A8 . " 4,000
Totels 150 76,700

(g) Spocial Sozviga Live Shows,

UNIT : NU. OF SHUUS " TOTAL ATTENDANCE
16th 8§ Co (Army) 33 19,100
2nd 88 Co (V Corps) 21 19,175
1st SS Co (VII Corps) 8 14,875
24th 58 Co Em Corps 1 to 21 Oct) 23 9,793
35th 55 Co (VIII Corps wk 21 Oct) 16 5,850

‘ Totals - 131 68,793

(d) Bands.

The nsture of bend activity chenged with thc shifting of
enterteinment indoors and the relexation of the freternizetion-
with-civilions policy in belgium and Luxembourg, In plate of the
outdoor concert, the indoor dsnce became the prime source of request
for the Army Bands. Concerts were contimucd with hospital units
receiving the first priority. Toward the end of the month, the 86
picce US frmy Bend played several concerts for troops of F‘lrst Army ,
ineluding units neer the front lines, ,

b. Supply.

On 16 October, the supply officer wes able to distribute a shipment
of captured Germen radios. It is believed thet all companies hayve been sup-
plied with at least one radio, with the exception of VIII Corps which rejoined
First Army fter distribution of rsdios had been completed znd which had received
enly 25 sets from the Ninth Army allotment. Efforts are continuing with the
objective of procuring sufficient radios to ensble the exchange of radios with
units as old radios become unserviceable,

c. Twenty motion picture projectors were obtained by plane from the UK,
and distributed to corps and divisions. 4 shipment of French~mamufsctured pro—
jectors was obtained in Paris, but they proved inferior to hmerican models.

In 2ddition, the serviceability of these French projectors was questionable be-
ceuse of the lack of spare parts. As of 30 October, projector spare psrts were
not zvsilable, zlthough cesseless offorts have been and are continuing to be made-

- =



d. A apeclal item of aupply was a shipmcnt of German captured cendy,
which was distributed to Corps amd Divisiona and Seperate Army troops, to be
used mainly in recreation centers. Thsre was a great demand for large guentities
of German capturad writing paper, which was distributed as soon as reccived.

4+ American ‘Red Cross &ctivities.,_q-.. Y
2 Ei,ﬂld &z Eice-_

Field directors attached to ‘corps and divisions carried on their work
during October os normally as possible in the face of supply problems coused by
the difficulty of obtaining necessery transportstion., Ueleys in eable communi-
cation with the United States contimued ‘during this month dus heavy traffic
on military csbles ond low Red Cross priority on home service mi¥sages.

bs HOS[!i‘Lal DEEE" riment.

_ The amount of Red Cross hospitzl supplies received for this month was

more adequate then for the two previous ‘months. Newspapers, masgazines, end
chocolate candy were received for the first time since First army's srrivel on
the continent snd were distributeéd immedistely. In addition to the regular Red.
Cross checolete supply, & Belgian candy menufzcturer donsted 2000 1lbs. of choco-
~ lete candy to the hmericsn Red Cross for distribution to the wounded.

c. Clubmobile Department. I

(1) Clubmobile groups ¢ontinued their normal operstions throughout
the corps and Army areas. In the rcessignment of XIX Corps to Ninth
Army and VIII Corps to this commsnd, both Corps retained their attached
clubmobilé groups, thus avoiding any éxchsnge of personnel.

'{2) ‘This Heedquarters was charged by Commanding General, Twelfth
Army Group, with the safety of the clubmobile girls and their retutn to
rear aress at such time as their normal operation placed them’in undue .
Jjeopardy. This Hesdquerters, in turn, delegated to cach corps tht;
responsibility for the safety of their omn group. :

5. Relipioug petivities.
a. 'Report of Activities: See Table 9 which follows on page 23

X "b. During the period covered by this report one chaplein wes killed in
sction, ‘one womded 1n action end one reclessiried.

c; Chapleln supplics were received in smell qu?ntifies.



C.s HISCELLANEOUS.
1, AG Battle Cesuelty Revorting.
as groomhre;

No mejor changes in casuelt.y renorting procedure wc.ha ei‘.{‘ect,ed during :
the mont.h of ‘Octoberyi: ++ o 1. ;

b. I;;ansfcr of Upits.

(1) XIX Corps wes relieved from sssignment to this commsnd and 2s—
signed to Ninth US Army. At.the same time VIII Corps wis! relicved from
assignment to Ninth US Army end essigned this-headquarters. Continuous
and accurate caswelty reporting from the two Corps during and immediately
after; the time of transfer wes made possible by liaison trips and the
prompt. transfer of casualty files. between servicing mschine records units.
A similar trip wes 21lso made to the herdquarters of each division sched-
}llcd for sssignment to this commsrd. Processing procedures, report
control, snd the trensmission of ¢asualty reports were discussed.' Part—
ieular euphasis was placed on:the necessity for prompt reporting. Ar—
rangements were made with, XIX Corps 'té icomplete zction on all suspense
correspondence through this headgusrters, Ninth US Army turned their
file of incomplete cases Pertaining to VIII Corps over to the casuslty
section this hezdquerters. Hachine records units servicing XIX Corps
and Ninth US Army were notificd wmell in advence of the proposed Corps
transfer, then the time came du.pl:.t:ete casualty files were transferrcd
gt once, rasu.lting in accurete end copt:muoua cesyelty reporting from

' ‘t.hcse unlt.s.

y Gz) The -%h Armored Division, w1t}-out experience in cssualty re-

4 port.:'mg, joirp.d the command during the month. Upon arrivsl discuasmna
we.re. Held with the officer who was to supervise casuslty reporting
insthe division. These discussions took up reporting procedures, the
"proper use of burial, hospital and straggler reports, and stressed the
absolutes necessityr for prompt end asccurste repoerting of casualties.

2 ant.al.

' a. Postel Division, He::dquart.e.rs, HIOUSA, advised th_st authorit:,r has been
requested from Wer Department to reorganize Corps APUs to 2 strength of 19 EY
ond 1 officer, snd 3 other APUs sttached to group headguarters of this commsnd,
" to 2 strength of 15 Eifend 1 officer. All APUs attached to this command ere
presently suthorized only 11 Eif and 1 officer.

b. Corps and divisions were informed by 1ett,er from this headguarters .
dated 29 Octobér 1944 that jier Deportment has authorizad the grade of captain
for postal offickrs of Ini‘antry and Armam,d Divisions in thesters of operations.

-e.  No diffieulty was encountered by APOs in the hendling and trans-
mission of béllot (voting) material 2s prescribed by Headguarters ETOUSZ,

da D.zring the month of Cetober 1944, meil volume decressed snd transit
time incressed.. It was reported thet the azbove situation wes due to insufficient
allocetion of air 1lift for air meil from U, S. to this thester. Although msil
has been routed directly from U. 8 to the continent, transit time was excessive.
Pzreel post which left New York by boat on § - 12 October had not arrived on
25 October. 2,000 pouches of letter mail received at Glasgow, Scotlsnd, on 28
September was not. received st 17 bsse Post Office on the continent until 19
October.

es In attempt to expedite délivery of official mail between APOs of
this command, the following chenges in instructions were emong recommendations
made to Postal Division, Hg Europesn Theater of Operations, after an extensive
study of incoming end outgoing mail st the 26th Postal R{.gule‘tlng Section:

(1) That all Offlc:LBl mail ahould be "ied out® sepprataly from
personal mail,

S 24, -



(2) That all PRSs be directed to scheme all of ficial mail,

These recommendations were adopted end published by Hg Luropesn Thea—
ter of Operations after the close of period covered by this report. .

f. Separete AFUs and commend APOs of First US Army continucd to be
served by the 26 PRS located st Liege, Belgium, throughout the entire month.
Letter mail was routed to the PRS by truck, and parcel post by rail. 4 train
of 40 cars has been made sveilable for transporting incoming mail to distribu—
tion points.: Transit time by rsil from 17 BPO (Cherbourg) to 26 PRS varied from
6 to 12 days. -

g+ Some difficulty was experienced in meintaining 2 sufficient supply of
V-leil forms, tut = shipment of five million forms was dispstched from 17 HPO to
26 PRS on 20 October and supply was kept current 2fter that dste. Verious APQs
also reported difficulty in meeting demand for air mail envelopes and stamps.
This situstion was due to sbnormal length of time required for filling of APOs!
requisitions for such items. .

3. Discipline.

The discipline of the command during the period 1 — 31 October 1944 is
illustreted by Table 10 which follows on page 26.

4e Investigations of Self-inflicted Yound and Neuro—psychiatric Cases. (¥

a. Self-Inflicted Wound Czses.
During the period, only two cases of suspucted self-inflicted wounds
were reported to the Lrmy Inspector General. Upon investigation, it wes found
thet neither of the men involved hed wounded themselves intentionally.

b. MNeuro-psychiastric Cases,

The Army Inspector Qenerazl continued to investigste neuro—psychiatric

czses of commissioned officers, reports being hondled in the scme manner as pre-
‘vigusly reported. Policies formulated to date were emuncieted to the command

in letter, this Headquertcrs, AGPERS 210.01/442; 29 October 1944; subject:
"policy and Procedure Governing Disposition of Neuro-psychiatric cases of Com—
missioned Officers", which follows on pzge 27 , IDuring the period z total of 58
cases were invaat.igatad? of which 32 (55%) were held to be medical cases only,
end 23 (40%) were recommended for rcclassificetion. Three ceses (5%) were re—
ferred to the approprirte commanders for further investigetion end determinstion
#s to vhether or not disciplinary sction was warranted. See T.ble 7, page 16
for breakdown by rank of ceses recommended for reclassificetion,

5. Payment of Troops.

2. During the month of October 1944, 2ll troops, except thos¢ actuelly
engaged in combat and in the front linss on the lest of the month, have been
paid promptly, A1l n.cessery arrengements have been mede for immediate poyment

- to troops of the pay due 2s soon as they ere disengaged from cembat. The fol-
lowing locsl currency problems were met during the month's operstions:

(1) Belgian Currency.

(a) Pursusnt to a decree of the Goverament of Belgium which
bucame effective 9§ October 1944, ell large, old type Belgisn cur—
rency notes issued by the "Benque Netionzle we Belgique" in denon-—
instions of 100, 500, snd 1,000 frsncs were witharewn from cireu-
lation end ceased to be legal tender. New type Belgian notes were
substituted therefor. Old type notes in denominations of less
than 100 francs (i.e. 20/ francs, 50 francs, etc.) were not ex—
changed but contimed in eirculstion as legal tender.

- 25 -



CONELDENLLAL

J . HEADQUARTERS
: FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY
£PO 230
LOPERS :
210.01/442 b _ 29 October 1944

SUBJECT: Policy and Procédure Governing Disposf:tion of Neuropsychiatric cases
of Commissioned Officers.. .

TO : Corps and Division Commanders,

1. In order to insure s uniform procedure for disposition of officelrs of %
thi{s commend, who have been hospitalized with a diegnosis of  psychoneurosis,
anxiety state, the following policies are enuncisted:

a. Determination as to whether or mot such offiters should be evacusted
to the commnicstions zone for further observetion and trestuent is 2 medical
question to be finally determined by sppropriste medical authority in the chain of
evacustion.

b. Decision thet an officer should be evacusted for further observation
and' treabment does not preclude aetion for his appropriete disposition with re—
spect to his stetus #s an officen; nor degs a diagnosis of psychoneurosis, snxiety
state preclude reclzssification or cou{'f(.v—mart.ial if the sttending facts and cir-

—cumstances are such as to warrant’this. action,
f..0 -
&+ As 2 gprollary to b epoye, reclassification mey be recommended when—
ever sueh an officer has demonstrsted ineff{iciency, lack of leadership, or the
lack of such neccssary officer qualitiesy, It is the view of this Headquarters
that such’cases fall within the exception cited in ¥ar Department Circular 62, .
24 March 1943 — "(Other than those of mentel indifference, insptitude, or incompe—
tence, to which AR 605-230 applies)" - and thet in such cases the provisions of
AR 605-230 are applicable,

d. fs & further corollary to b above, court—martial charges should be
preferred whenever there is sufficient evidence that the officer concerned is a
deliberate malingerer or hss misconducted himself in the presence of the enemy.

€. Incompstence or cowardice must not gain for an officer an assignment
safe from denger and therefore no officer who has exhibited lack of - leadership
\_ qualities and inefficiency will be permitted a2 less hagzardous assignment by rezson
of his demonstrated Heficiencies. : :

2. This Headquarters has no intention or desire to infringe upon the com-
mand responsibility or prerogatives of subordinste commanders in the disposition
of neuropsychiatric cases. However, to essist commanders concerned, this Head-
quarters has esteblished 2 procedure in which each officer patient 2t an Bxhaus—
tion Center is interviewed by the Army Inspector Genersl who will make inguiry
into the causes of his condition, utilizing for such purpose clinical and military
records of the patient, conference with the attending psychiztrist and personsl
observstion and interview.

2. In cases where the Army Inspector General is of the opinion that no
ection by way of reclassificetion or court-mertial is indicated, he will so inform
the Army Surgeon who will dispose of the case through normal medical channels.

b. In cescs where there is ressonsblc evidence that the officer is a
deliberate malingerer, sceking to svoid hazsrdous service or hes misconducted
himself in the presence of the enemy, the case will be reported to the commander
concernsd for further investigation snd sppropriste action. In such cases the
of ficer concerned will be returned to the appropriate Headquarters having court-—
martial jurisdiction.

¢+, (1) In cases where there is evidence that reclassification proceed—
ings should be instituted, the recommendation of the frmy
Inspector Genersl to that effect, will be forwarded to the
appropriate commander for consideration.

e . DECL as31pipy
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DISTRIEUTION:

Each Corps—————5% i L
Each Division———5

(@)

(3)

In such czses the officer concernsd will be reassigned to his
former unit and placed on {t.mporary duty with the appropri"t.e
Corps rear echelon.

Upon receipt of the report of investigation tHe Corps Commznder
will take necessery steps to determine whether reclassifica-
tion proceedings should be initiated or other disposition

made., If reclassification is recommended, action will be’taken
as prescribed in Circulsr 133, this Headguarters, 23 October
1944 .

Yhen, in the opinion of the Corpa Commander, Jﬁ of ficer's
physical or mental candition makus necessary his. retention at
Corps resr echelon pending completion of reclassificstion pro-
ceedings, he may take appropriste action under paragraph 7d(3)

and '(5), Changes 3, 7 August 194k, to fR 605-230.
L ] S, (6 |

By command of Lieutensnt Genersl HODGES:

) /s/ S, E. SENIOR
il A 8] Bl SENIOR,
t 14, by &)1-, .QanDo,
hsst, pdjutant General.

'



(b) In view of the foregoing detree, dommanding officers were’
instructed to arrange for the cellection of all old type Belgian
notes, in the denominations:of 100, 500, and -1000 francs, from all
troops under t.hair Jurisdiction. : Comanding officers were also in-
structed to effect the exchange through the finance officer normally
paying the organization between 9 October and 13 October 1944, in- °
clusives The exchange was made on a note for note basis.

(e} Military personnel wére instructed that they would not en-
ter into any transsction with civilians for the purchase, sale or
exchange of either the old type or the new type Belgisn currency.

(2) ZLuxembourg Currency.

(a) The Inxembourg Government anrounced that German marks and
old Belgian franc notes, stamped by that government, would be ex—
‘changed for new Belgian or luxembourg francs during the period 18
October 1944 to 23 October 1944 inclusive. After 23 October 1942.
reichsmerks, rentenmarks, old Belgiah notes, and Allied Military
Marks ceased to be legal tcnder in Luxenmbourg., {

(b) Conversion was made on t.he following basis: 1 new Belgian
or Iunxembourg frane for 1 old, stamped; Belgian fronc. 4.38 new
Belgian or luxembourg francs for 1 Allied Military Mark. 12,5 new
Belgian or Iuxembourg francs for 1 stapped Reichsmark. 12,5 new
Belgian or luxembour‘g francs for 1 stamped Rentenmark.

(¢) In order to p;‘ot.act apmy personnel who may have accepted
d German marvk. notes, in small denominations, as change in
nmggmial transsotions, exchenge of such stamped mark currency
was made by finance ofi"icers but wag limited to approx;mﬂtely
fifty marks per capita, <

(d) Commanding officers were instructed to arrange for the
collection of all stamped mark and stamped old Belgian franc
notes 'from troops under their jurisdiction, and to effect the ex—
change through the finance officers normally paying their organi~
zations.

(e) Military personnel were instructed that they would not .
enter into any transactions with civilians for’ the purchase, sale
or exchenge of any of the above-mentioned currencies,

(3) German Currency in Possession of U.S, Military Personnel.

(a) At the present time, U, 5, military personnel operating
in Germany ere being paid in Allied pilitary futhority Mark Notes
only. The largest denomination of these notes now in use is 100
Marks. The only manner in which German-issued "Reichsmarks! or
"Rentenmarks" may lawfully be acquired by troops will be through
change received from payments for commodities or services. Conse—
quently, such military personnel should have in their.possession
Germén-issue notés of less than 100 mark denominations cnly and
these in small numbers. '

(b) In view of the foregoing, instructions were issued that
until such time as German—issue "Reichsmarks" snd "Rentenmarks"
are put into general circulstion by {inance disbursing officers,
the possession of such notes in denominations. of 100 marks or
more, will be considered sufficient cause for investigation as to
their source, and as to the means by which they were acquired.
Also, instructions were issued that such notes will not be acecepted
by disbursing officers for PT4, Wer Bonds or exchange, nor by postal
officers for stamps, mone orders, etci, except on the appmval of
a headquarters commanded a geneéral officer.

be Dispoait.ion of Pay.

Payrolls and vouchers which cleared through disbursing ofricers’
accounts during the month of October 1944, reflected the following:

DY



+(1) Total Pay Earned .. . szﬁ,-9?7,_139.23

(2) Tot.al Allotments, PTA, solliier' iy O
Deposits, War Bonda and other For e oo 5
Collections a0 i $24,,226,844.90

(3) Net Pay Retained 3 L $72,750,344.38

- (4)  Percentage of Pay Retained 10,20%

#

Details of the above-qnantioned $2£,,226 BM 90 allo‘t.ment-a and collections
are as follows:

illotments | "h'
Class of ,q_llbt-ment ; @gugtj Percen.t,age. of
! . ' Total Pay Earned.
L b L2712, 199991 : _ 447158
BN : 31914 02070+ 1y 2, 33.0429
/ g ¢ 2,970,117.52 ¥ 11.0097
4 : 10,2'?5 BEA2 g P . +0380
Sy oo 7 9B O .0252

pH ' 1:8%2;%?-16 e BT W > _%'ZL&- 6
Total pllotments 15,00 J 5546242

Cther _Ooilecti_c';;}_‘a,_,,;: "

Percentage of

Type of Collection Famount 1 LS Total Pay Earned
Personal. Transmission o o o g Ty '
of Funds . $ 7,101,325.91 . 26,3234

War ‘Bonds ' 54,962.75 2037
Soldiers' Deposits 967,460 .40 3.5862
Other Collections 1,097,163.40 4.0670

g ' $ 9,220,912,46 34,1803

6. CRAVES REGISTRATION:
as» Assignment of Graves Registration Companies:

603rd — VII Corps

. 606th — V Corps
3042nd — VIII-Corps
607th — frmy

i Activities:

1 Qctober 1944 — At the beginning of Octobér, thrae cemeteries were
in -oparetion in the First US Army. Henri Chapelle Cemeteries No. 1 and Mo, 2
were operated by the 603rd under the supervision of VIL Corps and Overrepen
(enel:w) Cemetery was being opersted by one plateon of the 608th. Since casual-
ties were light, arrangements werc mede with VII Corps for Henri Chapelle Ceme—
teries to be used by all Corps and Divisions, thus eliminating the necessity of
contimuing to operate Ow.rrepen b&metery.
. 7 October 1944 — Overrepen Cemetery- t.x*ansferrsd to fdvance Section,
Communications Zone with & total of 169 enem;jr burials..

G-Oct.ober 1944 ~ An hrmy collecting point wis estsblished for XIX
Corps at Msp Coordinates K—600570 and opersted by one plateon of the 607th. This
was necessary due to the fact that the evacuation linés from XIX Corps to Henrl
Chapelle Cemeteries were too great to be effactively operated by the one Gravea
Registration company attached t.a XIX Gorps. o1

Permission was granted VIII Cc:rpa, under Nlnt.h Army, to bag:m using
Henri Chapﬂlla Cemeteries this date. 8l



18. October 1944 = Arrangements ‘were made with XIX Corps for one
platoon, 608tH, to remain attached to the 7th Armored Uivision even though
this division was relieved from duty under XIX Corps and began operating with |
the “British Second Army. , :

22 October 1944 — 608th transferred with XIX Corps to Ninth U,S.
Army and 3042nd transferred to First US Army with VIII Corps. No change in the
Graves Registration system for VIII. Corps was necessary at this time since it
was agreed that the 3042nd would contimie to evacuste to Henri Chapelle Ceme-
teries for VIIT Corps ss it had been doing since B October 1944. It was also
agreed at this time for one platoon, 607th, to continue to operate the Army
collecting point at K-600570 for XIX Corps.

Cs G&Iﬁetery Burials During Month:

AMERICAN ALLIED ENEMY TOTAL
Tdentified 2296 29 873 3198
Unidentified- 57 10 111 178
Total 2353 39 984 3376

d. Isolated Burials:

;o In compliance with Chenge No, 1, BIO S0P # 26, dated 31 fugust

1944, data on 225 isolated graves was Iobt.aiﬁgd_ by this office and the informa—

tion forwarded to the Chief, (payes Registration, Headquarters Commnication

‘Zone. Of the 22§ ?um‘.als, 75 'were &nerigaﬂ;'-}pp_were #llied, and 50 were enemy,
I e, Laborj 3t

] Shown below is the aversge number of laborers used per day at all

cemeteries for the period covered by this report. !

b by

Prisoners of Wer — 59 per ':i _
Civilians — 0 - -‘-:‘.? £
. Service Troops — 131 per day i3y

it f. Status of cemeteries opened by First U. 5, frmy, as of 31 October
1944, is indicated in Table 11, which follows on page 32.

7. PRISONERS OF WAR LND CIVILIAN DETAINEES:
a, Prisoners of War,

(1) The prmy Prisoner of Wer Enclosure remained at Herbesthal
(K=745335) in the vicinity of the Class I depot.

(2) The 553 MP Escort Guard Company moved its location in the XIX
Corps sector to a new locstion at Bastogne (P=575580), and prepared to
take up the duties of evacusting prisoners from the divisiens of VIII
Corps upon the transfer of that Corps to First U. S, Army at 1200 hours,
- 22 (ctober 1944. I

(3) The employment of MP escort guard companies at this time was
as follows: .

OPERATING
UNIT DUTIES LOCATION WITH TRUCKHEAD
428 MR Escort Guard Co.  Servicing V Corps Bupen #55 Class I
482 MP Escort Guard Cos Servicing VII Corps ; Bupen ] #700 and #701
553 MP Escért mérc'l Oo.. Semcing VIII Corpa-' ‘Ba-stogzla(P—5?5580) #?:(fazngSl
552 UP Escort dxard Co. irmy PWE . . }ierbesthal(ﬁ—745335)’I;xin%'eg:?s

- 317 =
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' cemotery was origina
#%.248 US reintorred at Blosville, 188 Encmy at-Orglandos, Hicsville cametery had to

ntire St Laurent #2 cemotery was originally composed of hasty burials

11y composed of hasty burials in an area just off the beach,

 w#% 457 US reinterred at St laurent #1. .
. just off tho beach, Disinterrment

be moved o make room for an air-strip;

in 211 cascs montioncd above was accomplished by First US lrmy.

in an 'arca

aod

']

Vg nunt 01'00ZS A
RASSYDIA

_ [
- WP " NOMBER OF BURILIS T <
NIME OF CEMETERY UNTT SERVED COORDINLTES OAN_TROOPS ALLTED TROOPS _ ENENY TROOPS TOTLL
: ’ 3 Ident Unident Ident Unident Idont Unident \
flonrd Ohapelle # 1 V, ViI, XX : : 4%
{ Corps & Lrmy E705352 2550 60 30 10 0 0 . 2650 &3
Honri Chapello # 2 ¥, VII, XIX -
; Corps & Army  K705352 0 0 0 o 987 18 1105
CEMETERIES T/KEN OVER BY [DSLC v - ;
Pouppoville #Disinterrod LA69LS - 0 0 0 ) 0. 0 0
Higsyille- #lisinterred 387921 - 0 0 0 ] 0 0 0 i
_ St. Leurent #2 s=tDisinterrod €69905 0 0 0 6] 0 0- = 0}
St. Martin : Transferred 385975 25, - 9 3% 0 135 54 452 . -
St, Mere-Eglise #1 Transferred 350984 2169 31 o230 3 wT 253 3213
Blosville : Transferred 360935 4550 120 e 10- 0 0 1 670
Orglandes Transforred 255985 - Qa 0 o o] 4962 . 1112 074,
5t, Mere-Eglise #2 Transfeorred 346960 4033 76 35 7 Y20 RAL
St, ILeurent #1 Transferrod 687890 3613 47 8-, 16 1000 250 5133
La Cambe Transferrod 556877 4193 3% 0 0 1285 331 5843 -
Marigny #1 Transferred 393633 237 92 2 0 0 0 2481
Marigny #2 Transferrod 393633 0 0 y o 1255 298 1553
Le Chene-Guerin Transferred 462408 1103 19 A i o - 397 117 1636
Gorron #1 Transferred. _ Y710865 613 49 =3 0 o - 0 665
Gorron #2 Transferrod ¥708858 0 0 -0 0 L12 242 654,
St. Lndre Transferred R270506 348 26 4= ~3 182 21 589
. 8olors #1. Transforred 5301187 264, 20 X 2 Q S0 290
Solers #2 Transferred 5301187 0 0 0 0 139 28 . 167
Fosse #1 Transferred  J839047 1237 64 17 5 0 s 1323
Fosse,.#2 Transferred  -J839047 0 0 0 0 750 1012 851 -
Tr; ' X 0. __0 0 (BN rls 1 & 28 © 169
et ol B e R 163 %6 T 12397 2993 43657 .
% 271 US rointorred at St Moro-Fglise #2, 3 Lllics ap St Woro Eglise # 2, 91 Encmy reintorrod at Opglandcs. Entire B

nuppoville'

LA



~{%) e fcllowihg is tpe ?risonar of War report for the month of
October 1944 (Weakly)

i '.._‘1
...

FIRST ARMY CAGES . ' . RECEIVED’ EVACUATED  ON HAND

(a) Week endiﬁg:_ 30 sept.. ] : 810

(b) Visck ending’-_7 Oct. . . .-=-23963 2,767 ' 1,006

(c) Teek endmg 14 Oct. 1 5,635 5,981 660

(d) Week ending 21 Oct. gy 3,294 1,683

(e) Week ending 28 Oct. ; 1,071 2,612 142

(f) Week ending 31 Cct. - P A - |
14,048 " 14,731 127

(g) There were 2,547 prisoners of war admitted to hospitals during
the month of october 1944,

(h) Total number of prisoqera of war handled at First Army cages as

of 2400 hours, 31 Octobel 1944 mm = = = = = = = = = — — — 183,335
(i) Totel number of prisoners of war admitted to hospitals as of -
2[&00 houra, 31 chober 154&"!'-'---"-—‘"1'—“—"—'—" lz;aié
197,289

(5) TFor enalysis of prisoner of war statistics see charts 1, 2/
and 3 which follow,

b. Civilian Detainees:

(1) The Master Interrogation Center and Civilian Enclosure moved
from its location at the Master Stockade at Micheroux to an installation
at Henri Cheppelle (K-725335) on October 9, 1944. One section of the
482 MP Escort Guard Company is presently operating this enclosure.

(2) The first case in which a German national resident in Germany,
was processed as a suspect through the Master Interrogation Center and
feund to be dangercus to cur military security, was- encountered on 10
October 1944. The Provost Marshal received a request for internment
of Nikomedes Glomski, German National and member of NSDAP. This re—
quest for internment contained the recommendation that the subject
be interned for the duration of hostilities, and that his case be re—
viewed st thot time.

(3) The following is the Civilian Suspects znd Detsinees réport. for
the month of October 1944 (Weekly).

RECEIVED RELEASED ON HiND

WIEEK ENDING MAIES FEMALES MALES  FEUAIES MALES  FEMAIRS
30 September 108 1
7 October 63 4 40 A \ 131 11
14 October 162 8 75 8 218 1n
21 October 51 13 141 _ 4 128 20
28 October 44 3 91 17 81 6
31 October 18 1 T X6 2 _' 83 5
TOTALS 338 29 363 35 83 5



a. The methods, of eontrol, collection and disposition of stragglers

by the Army military poldice battalions remeined essentially the same as pre-—
viously reported during this period, s

bi The return of stragglyrs thretigh the use of -replacement channels

was used only in ihstances invelving the return of British or Communications

Zone personnel, SN ' e 5" e 1 :
& 0, Vherever it is'determined thet the indiyidusl is a desérter or ab-
sent without leave from his orgsnization, the replacement channels are not used

becsuse of the sbsence of guard personnel, and the possibility of the individual

nmeking his escape.. : :

d. The procedure for handling stragglers bj-r-passing this persennel’
to flank units for return to their organizations as_outlined in lsst nmonth's
report has proven highly successful. S ’

- 8. The following 1s¢:t_,he straggler report Io:{'-"f.he month of Odtober
1944 (VWeekly). : ; :

(1) Week of 1 Qat to 7 Ot 76
- (2) Week of 8 ot to 14 Oct PO . T
" (3) 'Week of 15 Get to 2 ot 55 %
(4) Week of 22 Oct to 28 Oot i TR TREP” bt
(5) 29 ‘0ct to 31 et e T '“"
_ TOTAL 275 o -

9. DISPOSITION OF ESCLPERS AND EVADERS: b e g

a. The 1S9 (WEA) personnel moved from the Army Prisoner of War En-
closure to the. 8ite of the Master Interrcgation Center and Civilién Enclosure
at Henri Chappelle- (K~725335) on 7 October 1944. This enables the escapers and
evaders coming back through priscner of war chrnnéls to be afforded comfortable
conditions during interrogation prior to being evacuated to the i'pplacement. de~
po‘tr.. ’

b, There were three escapers and evaders interrogated By 159 (WEA)
personnel at the Lrmy Prisoner of ¥ar Enclosure during the period. £11 were
US ground forces personnel. Gy

10. NON-FRATERNIZATION POLICY:

a. .In Belgium snd Germany: Immediately upon the conelusion of the
rapid pursuit across Francé snd Belgium, need was felt for a peolicy to keep

" “troops ségfegated from civilians in toth Belglum and Germany: This command

pioneéred in the development of non-fraternization with its directive published
on 15 September 1944 covering the relations of troopa with the ecivil populace.
Introduced primarily in the interest of security snd safety of the troops, this
directive pointed out that while there were but few German sympathizers in
Belgium breaches of sgcupity were of such serious consequences that it was
necessary to enforce this policy throughout the Army srea. Unofficial conver-
sation with civilians, visibts to civilian homes, dining with civilisns and bar-
ter or trading with civilians except in an officisl capacity was forbidden. It
was contemplabed relaxing this policy with respect to Belgium as socon-as CIC
screening of suspicious’ perscns was reasonably .complete in a given area. The
policy was rigidly enforced until 15 Qctober when a policy on the use of towns
and cities as recreation centers was published allowifig personhel on pass in
selected Belgian towns to mingle with the civilian populationy -Complete re—
laxation of the non~fraternization policy in sll Belgian towns was contemplated
upon completion of CIC investigationsd . '

SN
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4. INTRODUCTION.

One month after the arrival of elements of First U. S, Army on the' German
frontier, the enemy had achieved a fairly rigid stabilization of the front., Our
advances during September, although hard-fought by the enemy, had not over-taxed
his ability to defend from the bunkers and pillboxes &f Wis fortified line. The
enemy had been pressed back in the viecinity of AACHEN and had yielded ground in
the defended belt of the West Wall at two or three places, but as yet major de-
fenses of the Reich remained intact. .

The opening days of October found the enemy i'ea'ping; the benefits of his dras—
tie manpower comb—out end total mobilization program which' he had inaugurated :
during the two previous menths. In the month of September, it was estimsted thap’
about 230,000 men were brought up to take over the defense of the West Wall, of {
whom 100,000 formed fresh divisions, between 10,000 and 20,000 were GHQ troops,
50,000 were products of the high-pressure replacement system and more than 50,000
were members of fortress battalions. The éffect of this infusion of new blood
into the defense of the border was particulsrly noticeable on the front of Firsty
Us S; Army where the deepest penetrations-into the Reich had been made. jfter -
the haphazard, uninspired rearguapd adtion which the Germen Army had put up
across FRANCE and BELGIUK from the time of the ST LO breakthrough, there had begj
a very definite stiffening of resistance by the Wehrmacht, once the frontier of |
the Fatherland had been-crossed, ' Degpite the easy desertion of untrained and
bettle weary troops, it seemed that, for a change, the Fuehrer's oft-repeated
exortation to “Defend to the last man end the last round" was not falling upen .
barren ground. s .

A hidden reserve of the German Army had now made its appearéince in the form.
of independent "fortrese battalions" of which 2 total of almost seventy-had ex—.

isted, Their existence had been cleverly concealed. Of these seventy fortress/

battalions, approximately twenty were committed to the defense of the West Wall
in the First U.8. irmy zone of action., These battalions were allotted to the
divisions which had suffered heavily during our campaign in the West. The bat-
tered elements of these divisions were sent further to the rear in order to re—
form and refit while the fortress battalions tock over their sectors in the line,
Later, many of these battalions were permanently incorporated inte the divisionsi
they served. i

B« ENEMY DISPOSITIONS.

On 1 October, First U, 8. Army faced the Seventh German frmy. Both the
North and South boundaries of the .opposing Armies ran aléng the same general
lines. Seventh German Army, under command of General der Panzer Truppen
BRANDENBERGER, consisted of four Corps: On the North with its right boundary
resting on the general line HASSELT - DUSSELDORF and its South boundsry cn a
line EUPEN — “BONN was LXXXI Corps which hdd under command the following divi-
sionst—

183 Inf Idv
275 Inf Div
49 Inf Div
246 Inf Div
12 Inf Div
353 Inf Div

South of LXXXI Corps, with 526 Reserve Division and 347 Infantry Division
subordinated, was LYXIV Corps with its left flenk resting generally on the line
MAIMEDY —~ SINZIG. South of this line was I S8 Panzer Corps, commending elements
of 89 Infantry Divisiocn, 2 SS Panzer Division, and 5 Parachute Division, In
turn, its south flank was bounded by the line WILTZ — WITTLICH. = South of this
line was LXXX Corps commanding but one unit, the 36th Infantry pivision.

C. ENEMY OPERATIONS.

The scheme of maneuver of First U: S. Army at the beginning of October
called for sn attack by elements of XIX US Corps from north of AACHEN to the

! v
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Southeast, with the misaien 61‘ cut.ting the AAGHEN ~ COLOGNE; super-highway and
Joining up with the right filank of VII US Cecrps to complete the encirclement

of this key German’ city and afichor of the West Well. The enemy appeared to be
well-informed of our intentions. On 1 October; the A4ALCHEN area was reinforced
by the arrivel of 246 Inf Piv, a mere shadow of its former self. Prisoners of
war reported that it contained 40% Naval Personnel and -numercus Airferce ele-—
ments with only ten deys of infantry  training. It was by committing divisions
.such as this, that the enemy hed managed to extricate three or four shattered
Panzer di.visions from the line for use as a last-dit.ch counterattack reserve,

During the course of the' first two deys of Octobbr, local fighting sround
AACHEN wes vigorous due to the arrival of 246 Infantry Division which fought
well despite its condition. On.3 October, in the face of heavif Tesistance by
the enemy, our forces advanoed slowly on the XIX US Corps front. Each pill-

- box had to be reduced individually, but gradually LXXXI Corps was forced out

of ‘BIRGDEN (K-89), HATTERATH (K~86), TRIPSRATH (K-88) and UBACE. (k-85). On

the following day however, units of LXXXI Corps lsunched heavy counterattacks
sgainst our advance through the West Wall' North of AACHEN, For this purpose,
some troops were withdrawn from the static SIEGFRIED Line defenses on either
side of the penetration, Further to the South along I SS Panzer Corps and LYXX
Corps fronts, there was active patrolling snd considersble artillery fire with
particular aggressivencss in the MONS HAU (K—?l} areas

The battle North of AACHEN continuc.d on the rollowing days as LXXXI Corps
fought desperately to contain a breakthrough near) GEILENKIRCHEN (K—86). . Numr
erous strong counterattacks with heavy artillery praparation succeeded in slow-
ing the progress of our troops.  The Luftwaffe was active in ‘this area in
greater strength than for many weeks past., bombing and strafing our units.
Meanwhile, on the LXXIV Corps front, similar hard efforts to prevent our ad-
vances in the MONSCHAU area were not successful, although the ‘enemy succeeded
in. slowing down cur progress here, too,

f;n 7 October, more than 1200 prisoners were taken by XI}( Gorps, many of
vfhom surrendered without fighting. Progress in the VII US Corps sector was
steady, though slow against field fortifications and pillboxes tc the Scuth=
east of AJ“CHEN

v_.'—; The -.,ground yielded by the enemy, during the first seven clays of Qctober,
wa$- principally in the sector Northwest of AACHEN. By this time, the enemy
was aware that the main might of our attack was in the North and that, in fact,
the foeal point of the Allied effort wes in the LACHEN areai He acted promptly
to strengthen the line at this point with armor drawn from both the Nerth and
the South, During this period, I S5 Panzer Corps moved north from its old °
sector: between BUTGENBACH and KAUTENBACH in the SCHNEE-EIFEL and slipped into

the line on the extreme North flank of Seventh German frmy between LIXXT Corps.
and LXXXVI Corps. Control of its sector was assumed by LXXX Corps. The effect
of this switch was felt on B Qctober when two infantry divisions, and elements

of two more, which were fighting hard to prevent the encirclement of AACHEN from
the North and the Eest with little success, were reinforced by three mobile
battalions from the IUXEMBOURG erea snd a Panzer brigade which had just arrived
from NIMMEGEN/ Infantry and tank countersttacks put in to relieve Allied pres- .
sure in the vicinity of ALSDORF (K-85) were hit hard by the close support of air—
craft of the IX Tactical Airforce and our artillery. They were finally forced. .
bgek to the Northeast. ] ?

#at 10504 on 10 pctober, on order of the Commanding General of VIL US Corps,
an ultimatum was presented to the military and civil leaders and people of
A(ACHEN, The enemy was given 24 hours to spare the city from useless destruc—
ticn, The officlal document was delivered through the Iine by an American.
officer. In addition, loud speakers .and pamphlets were used to broadcast the
tema to both frontliné soldiers end eivilians :Ijj\- the genter of the, city. " Thefe
wagino reply to the pltimat.um“ Amost 2,000 civilidfs, howevar, made their way
t»hrough the lines pflor to-the .expiration of the time limit in owder to escape
“the] promised bombafdment by ai.r and/ artillery which was to fol}ow the negative
response to our-appeal‘for a cessaticn of hbst.;l.}.j;t’:iss: _
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During the course of the hext two days, further enemy reinforcements ar—
rived and on 11 October reconnaissance elements of ‘116 Pz Division as well as .
L S8 Panzer Grenadier Regiment of 1 SS Pz Division were identified in counter—
attacks southesst of BARDENBERG. Priscners of these units reported having left
ARNHEM two days before. Farther identifications of new arrivals in the AACHEN
area included 506 Heavy Tank Battalion and 304 Pz Grenadier Regiment of 2 Pz
Division. with the arrival of these units, the battle for the AACHEN eorrider
entered its most bitter phase. .4 number of counterattacks by these units were
attempted in this sector, but all were broken up by air and artillery bombard—
ment before they could gather momentum. Enemy traffic was still entering the
gap throughout the day; but was subjected to heavy observed artillery fire,
Despite the arrival of reinforcements, the enemy had been unable to prevent ocur
forces from narrowing the gap,still further, to approximately a width of 2-1/2
miles. 1In'the HJERTGEN Forest, the enemy continued to put up strong opposition.
Fire from concealed tanks and asssult guns as well as extensive mining and *booby
trapping greatly reduced our rate of advance. --As a result of chapges of boun—
daries and troop dispositions on our own front as well as on the frent of the
enemy opposing us, the enemy's strength was.now estimated at 7 to 8 equivalent
divisions of which one to two were the Panger type,

The days preceding the closing of the gap were characterized by a aeries(i"
of piecemeal counterattacks which were repestedly shattered by our artillery
and air bombardment. Hsving falled to p'rfe_vent. the encirelement of AACHEN, the
enemy was now making desperate effortg to break through with reinforcements and
supplies t0 the beleaguered eity: Enemy reinforcement of the battle area East
of AACHEN.continued. This was possible without' undue strain on the slender re-
sources of C—in—C WEST owing to the compgrative quiet on the remainder of the
Western front, Wiph the exception of the' penctration of AACHEN, the enemy held
the West wall virtpally intact,’' He had manned it largely with infantry and
fortress troops, this releasing his more mobile”formation for counterattack
rcles. One of these mechanized divisions, the newly arrived 3 Pz Grenadier
Division, made a determined counterattack to keep the escape gap from the city
open on 15 Octobery' A diversionary attack was also made in the vicinity of
GERMETER by the neﬁ?lLy arrived Battle Group Trier. House to house fighting had
begun in the factory district in the southern suburbs of AACHEN. By 16 October,
one-third of the town was in the hands of the 1lst US Inf Div, and on the same
day patrols from the lst US Inf Div advancing from the Scuth joined up with pa—
trols of the 30th US . Inf Div, Northwest of HAAREN. (K-86), thus completing the
ring and isolating’'the city, Fierce ¢ounterattacks toc the Northeast of AACHEN
against XIX US-Corps by 116 Pz Div with other supporting.armor, made several
unsuccessful attempts to break through and re-open communications. The enemy
in pillboxes on either side of the encircled garrison continued to resist stub-

bornly. :

Between the 16th and 2lst of October, the enemy put up a bitter defense
within: the perimeter of ' AACHEN, moving in even the AACHEN City Police and Fire~
men as infantry. Further counterattacks by the enemy to re-open the corridor
ended in dismal failure, In the HIERTGEN Forest, scuth of LACHEN, sharp enemy
resistance prevented our 'troops from making further substantial gains. In the
six days which elapsed between the sealing cff: of - AACHEN and the surrender, more
than 1,000 German priscners were taken, and 5,000 civilians evacuated from this
localized combat zone. . German ciyvilians who -came over tc our lines complained
bitterly about the behavior of the Wehrmacht and the 88. Extensive looting,
manhandling of civilians, and "un-German" acts had been committed, they said.

- The efforts of LXXXI Corps, 1 SS Panzer and XII S8 Corps to relieve the
beleaguered garrison, were in vain., The ring proved too strong. Fighting
within the fortress city was characterized as "from house-to-house and sewer—
to-sewer, ‘but the remsining 2,000 troops in the bunkers and cellars were fight-
ing a hopeless battle and they knew it. 4t noon, 21 October, Colcnel WILCK,
Commandant of the AKACHEN garrison, surrendered unconditionally with 600 of his
men, A further 1,000 Germsn troops were rounded up in the city later when the
word trickled through to them that the battle for AACHEN formally had been de—
clared lost by their Commander. It was interesting to note that only troops
of the Wehrmacht remained in the city. All S8 personnel had been withdrawn
when encirclement had threatened,
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48 a result of the capture. of AACHEN, new boundaries were assigned to First
Us Si Army. Facing our troops after this t.act.ical re—arrangement were the 1’01-—
lowing units of Seventh German . Arimy:

NORTH 70 SOUTH: ; y

3P£GrDi_v ' sqmmv_ > : 91_InI_Div.' 361nrmv .
12 Inf Div' 347 Inf Div. ' »i'353 Inf Div d , 344
275 Inf Div . ' 0 ; .
Rafmzz.bxnrmv : : mﬁ
Remn, 2 PB mV e, s ¥ e g - P o

This alignment included all oi' the Sevent.h German Army wit.h t.he exception
of its northernmost Corps, XII SS Corps, which, controlled 183 Infantry Division,
Remmants of 47 Infantry Divisibn, 116 Panzer Division, and 506 GHQ Tank Batta-
lion. Elements of the latter two units were'also é,n contact with First U, S
Army on our extreme left (north). flank. Pled Y TN i

Between the 22nd and 3lst< of. oc‘oobar, the enew failed to mount anything
even resembling a counter—offendiye to repapture his Rhineland capital. Al—"
though resistance to our further aT}vance eastmrd slong the AACHEN — COLOGHE
corridor was stubborn, the enemy was unable to" prew,ent the capture of other
German towns such as ESCHWEILER; WIPE\I,!EUCI-IEM, GERMETER, And VOSSENACK. ~ Pur—
ther to the South, however; from his pillboxes"'btmkers, and fortifications of
the s:mgfried lme, the enemy s able rt.o hal{'. the ,a.dvance of our tmops. :

At the close of the period, the enemy had withdrawn 116 Panger Divn.sion
from our front and dispatched it to the North to assist in-an attack against
the southern flank of 21 Army Group. The elements of 2 Panzer Division which.
had been committed in the AACHEN front were withdrawn from the line to refit in
the MUENCHEN-GLADBACH area. 353 Infantry Division handed over its sector and
most of its troops to the 275 Infantry Division, and the Headquarters and staff'
of the division moved South to control fortress units in the area north of TRIER.
Despite the arrival of reinforcements prior to the fall of AACHEN, at the close ]
of the period the heavy losses suffered by the enemy in AACHEN and in the counter—
attacks to relieve the city offset any gains in strength which'the enemy had ob-
tained during the period. At the end of the month, all armor had been withdrawn
from the line and reliable information indicated that at least two Oorps, i.es,
I and II ‘SS Panzer (orps controlling 1 8S, 2 8S, 9 S8, 12 85 and 130 Panzer lehr
Divisions, -had retired East of the RHINE to WESTPHALIA where they would be re-
formed under Sixth SS Panzer Army. :

De * SUMMURY.

The month of October had seen 'a remarkable comeback by {.ha German Army.
Only a matter of a few weeks before, a defeated and disorganized force had
retreated several hundred miles across FRANCE and BELGIUM to the borders of
the' Reich, . Yet, in the short. .space of time they had reorganized sufficiently
to prevent a major breakthmugh to the RHINE, This military feat could be,
attributed to twe things:. The exlstence of a considerable number of fortress
battalions which were availsble during the erisis period, f lexible divisional
organization snd an even more flexible replscement system which though unable
to produce quality, produced in quantit.y.



SECTION I_iI - OPERATIONS

‘

klloéatidé;.b.? Hléjor combat ﬁn'i_té o.f the Fitght US Afmy as the month

opened may be summarized as
September 1944, as follows:

_indicated in the Order ‘of Battle dated 27

4IX Corpg VII Corps V. Oorps g

T as : v S
29th Inf Div 1st Inf Div 4th Inf Div & N
0t B Dy 9th Inf Div 26th Inf Div - 3 )
2nd Armd Div 3rd Armd Div 5th Armd Div = ¥ J
7th Arnd Div e : "

As the month of October.commenced there was a tendency to concentrate
. Firgt US Army effort on the northern part of our front. The northern Anglo-
dmerican boundary effective up to 27 September had run from just north of
SITT4RD almost due east above COLOGNE and the southern First-Third boundary
had run northeast from gouth of TRIER to a point slightly south of. KOBLLNZ,
This arrangement had placed COLOGNE'directly in front of the advanceiof the
XIX Corps, BONN in front of the advance of VII'Corps and a long stretch of
the RHINE in front of the narrowing zone of V Corps. B
The shift of boundary lines farther toward:the north was sii¢h as to in-
clude DUSSELDOBF in the zone of the X¥IX Corps, COLOGHE barely within' the
zone of the VII'Corps, and BONN and REMAGHN in the zone of the V Corps,
The right boundary of the 4rmy whish 'hhﬁ'-hinighitough'LUXBfIBOURG - TRIER -
KOBLENZ, was shifted on 27 September t6 run from LONGUYON to ANDERNACH,
‘closing V Corpg up againat the VII Corps boundary. V Corps was to drive in-
‘to and take over the. southern portisn of VII Corps zone, largely covered
only by cavalry regonnalssance and a new boundary between VII and V Corps
would reach the RHINE between COLOGNE and BONN, BONN would ‘become the ob-
jective of V Corps, just as COLOGNE and DUSSELIORF would become the objec-
tive of VII and XIX Corps respectively. '

B. THE AACHEN SITUATION.

By 13 September, the lst Division in the VII Corps was approaching
AKCHEN, The XIX Corps on its left (north) was at that time not yet com-
pletely up and in line. The 3rd Armored Division on its right and the 9th
Division had, made somé slight penetrations of the forest of I0TGEN, By 24
September the lst Division had pressed in more closely against AACHEN so
as almost to form a semicirele to the seuth below it; the 3rd Armordd Div-
ision and the 9th Division had pushed slowly through the STOLBERG area
and the wooded slopes of the HOTGEN forest. These two divisions were, '

- however, fighting in what was readily defensible terrain, Frospects of
substantial and rapid kdvances in this part of the area were slight, To
the fdorth, the 30th Divigion had moved forward almost to the 1ine of the

. WURM River, and was facing east above AACHEN, Army orders issued at this
time on the basis of thip sltuation contemplated & drive to the east by
the XIX Corps to cut the AACHEN - COLOGNE Road. - The last few days of
September had been taken up with readjustments in order to put these or-
ders into effect, s

Late in September the 29th Divieion returned from the campaign at BREST
and assembling in the BALKENBURG - GULFEN area, took over the northern flank
of the XIX Corps, freeing the 2nd Armored Divieion for the eastward attack.

" The drive northeast by VIL Corps to objectives on the corps boundary
planned in September ‘was abandoned temperarily. The lst Division in the VII
Corps was to mop up the areas it had taken to the east of AACHEN, to push
in against AACHEN from the east and southeast, and to move against the
VERLAUTENHEIDE ‘= HAAREN area and the eritical enemy supply route on the
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AACHEN - OOLOGNE Road so as to make.contact t;'rlth the XIX Corps effort frem
the north at the inter-corps boundary, AACHEN was to be encirelsd and not
taken by direct attack. ' .l .

Orders of the XIX Corps for this operatioh; directtd a movément to the
oast (south of GEILENKIRCHEN) by ‘the 30th Division, That division was to- be
passed through by the 2nd Abmored Division moving toward the line of the
ROER River between LINICH ahd JULICH, Then a new effort by the 30th Division
diredtly to the ebuth hnd at right angles to its originel drive was to be
made to secure an objective on the corps boundary to include the high ground
betweent ALSDORF and WURSELEN, _ S

There was minor aggressive activity on other portions of the First US
Army front during the first two weeks in Octobér,. and re-adjustments of boun-
darics and changes in dispositions made in accordance with the shifts in
boundary lines described above. Most of the activity during this early
October. period was, however, in the A4CHEN area. Our prindipal problem had
been whether or not we would ba dble to exert the prossure’ from the middle
of September onward to drive in the enemy's scratch reinforcetents before he -
could bring up stronger and better froops. We had not been able to do this,
Hi's prepared positions were ‘too ‘sfrong, He had been able te shift troops
from other fronts to resist us,  The supplyyservices of ‘the First US Army
achieved remarkable. results in bringing forward ammunition, gasoline, and -
supplies of all sorts, but.the opposing forcés and terrain were such that it
was found necessary to.confine.our éfforts to.the AACHEN area largely with
the troops already there, e Tt gl 00 v el '

On 1 October V Corps turned over 'its old ‘zone ofiaction to VIII Corps of
the Ninth frmy and relieved the 4th Cavalry Group which had been guarding
the frontier south of’ MONSCHAU, . ‘ PR

- On 8 October the 7th Armored Division and the Belgian lst Brigade, which -
had been operating generally north of SITTARD along the lines of the MIUSE,
were released by XIX Corps to the Second British Army, and the Anglo-American
boundary ‘vas restored to its previous direct line from HASSELT through
SITTARD to the north edge of DUSSELDORF, ‘

c. ATTICK ON_AACHEN,
The 116th Infantry of the 29th Infantry Division wes placed in XIX Corps
reserve on 1 October and some of its elements took-over the protaction of
the corps right flank through the marshy area northwost of AACHEN, On 2
October at 1055 hours the 30th Division jumped off, and crossed the branch
of the WURM River to the front within the firet hour, in spite of strong
resistance. ' 4 battalion of the 117th Infantry was within a mile of UB4CH -
by night, and the 119th Infantry was on the:'right approaching MT HERBACH,
On 3 October the 117th Infantry was 4n the center of UBACH by noon, Then
darkness fell the iregiment was on a northwest-southemst line on a front of"
1} miles through UBACH, The 2nd Armored ‘Division had closed up in rear of
these units and wes on the northeastern edge of UBACH, The 119th Iafantry
had not made very substantial-advences. r .o

On 4 October the 30th Division attacked at 0700 hours without making  °
much progress. The enemy attacked with tanks at MT HERBACH but was repulsed,”
and the 2nd Armored Division began to pass through the 30th Division at
1000 hou.rﬂa

On 5 October the 2nd Armored Division-thrust northeast 'to BLGGENDORF,
and the next day it selzed the throe totms of FRELENBERG, WuURICHEN and
BEGGENDORF, On the 5th the 117th had struck to the south and yas west of
MT HERBACH faeing south the Tollowing day. To. the east the-119th éccupied
IT HERBACH and the area to “the southwist. thereof. ' Thp 120th Infantry which
had relieved the 116th Infantry’ facingOHOL_Z and which had advanced almost -
4 kilometers on the 4thj had reached HOLZ on the 5th'and vas boing rclieved
on the 6th'by the 1l6th Infantry. This change froed thei 120th Infantry to
participate in an effort to the south latér,
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On 7 October the drive to the south gained momentum. While the 2nd
Armored Division was holding the line, south of GEILENKIRCHEN and oceupying
BEGGENDORF and BAESWEILER, the 117th Infantry advanced almost two miles south
to the outskirts of ALSDORF against light resistahce. ‘

The move on AACHEN from the north was:now well under way.. Om & October
the 117th Infantry moved 1500 yards and was south of ALSDORF, echeloned in-
depth so as to protect its left flank, The 120th Infantry was in NOFPENBERG,
The 119th Infantry was 600 yards south of AFDEN by 'noon and almost o mile
further advanced by night... The 2nd Batbalion of the 116th Infantry was at-
tached to the 2nd Armored Division to move to ALSDORF for later employment.
On the same dny the lst Division attacked north above VEHLLUTENHBIDE and was
only about a mile from the main ALCHEN - COLOGNE Road, with a battalion off
the 26th Infantry advancing on its left across the railroad. The strongly
fortified key village of VERLAUTENHEIDE was taken after an 800 yard advance
in the dark between 0400 and 0620, riA

On 9 October pressure was applied from both dircctions against the exit:
routos from the northeast of ALCHEN, BARDENBERGfell to-the 119th Infantry,
and the 117th Infantry advanccd 2000 yards-south of SCHAUFENBERG with the

2nd drmored Division. The 18th Infantry of the lgt Division attacking from |~

the south at 1730 hours progregsed 1000 yards dgainst stiff resistance to
cut the second main road northeast out of wWiGHEN gouth of WURSELEN, On 10
October there was much consolidation 'and mopping up to be ddne, The 18th
Infantry had to repulse countératiagks and! fight in three dircctions, The
26th Infantry confinued to apply pressure apd gipeet fighting in Ha4REN on
its left rear, The 18th Infantry was on high ground north of HaiREN and
northeast of VERLAUTENHEIDE dominating the gxits from AWCHEN, These hills,
notably Hill 231, flere strongly held and their mopping up wes slow and dif-
ficult., On 11 and. 12 October all front line unite were engeged in vigorous
defensive action, g¢leaning up captured ground, and resisting armored coun-
terattacks which were driven at them from the northeast. On:12 October the
26th Infantry pushed in against the north édge of «wiCHEN and the 119th
Infantry advanced almost to WURSZLEN, ]

On 13 Ootober the 116th Infantry (29th Division) attacked south through
the 119th Infantry on a broad front, reaching 'the south edge of WURSELEN
with its right flank on the high ground west of the WURM River in the direc-.
tion of RICHTERICH, On the same day units of the 26th Infantry drove west
into the edges of the city of WiCHEN itself. ; '

Some indications of 'the air support received in these efforts to batter
down the resistance of the defenders of «4ACHEN is indiented.by the tonnages
of bombs dropped on that city during this three day period, The following
tonnages were dropped mostly by planes of the Winth Taetieal Lir Command.

11 October 62.25 tons
12 October 99,00 tons
13 October 11.50 tons

On 14 October the 116th Infantry was still in position south of WURSZLEN
and the 26th Infantry continued pushing into MWCHEN in house to house fight-
ing. On 15'October the 116th Infantry continued its advaence and the 26th
continued to mop up, fighting into the city. Oa 16 October initial contact
was made betweon the units of the two corps to the northeast of the.city,.
and the ring around AACHEN was closed., The enemy counterattacked from the
northeast in considernble strength, but was checked by our liberal use of
air and artillery fire. The 119th Infantry had been moved down so that it
formed the right flank of the attacking wedge of the 30th Division, while
the 116th Infantry formed the left flank. - AL g

Initial contact between the corps at first was light, but it was streng-
thened on succoeding days in conjunetion with maves to beat off armored
thrusts made by the ‘enemy from the east. On 17 Uctober defensive positions
were maintained as the 26th Infantry continued to close in on and clean up
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A4CHEN, On 18 October the 18th Infantry was required to repulse two enemy
infantry and tank counterattacks and to recapture pillboxes temporarily lest
to the enemy. On 19 October our heavy artillery fire checked enemy thrusts,
damaged his ermor,, and was a!‘ractiw in oounterbatt.ery work.

On 20 October. ULCHEN was alm.ont completely occupicd by unita of the lst
Division. On 21" October about noon the German Commander.of the ‘ramaining
units in the city’ .t’ormally Burrandamd, and’ a rew :Lsolatad pockets of ‘re-
sistance were mopped up by 1615 hours, . 7 |

s

D. REGROUPING FOR FURTHER QEANCE : Fhe VN _._ =

From 16 October onwards, after initial conﬁact had Hean made northeast
of WICHEN by units of VII and XIX Gor'ps and in the course of protécting that .
contact against enemy counterdttacks P dai‘in;ltc front had been made to the
east preparatory to further moveménts in: that dircetion. FPrineipal onemy
blows eganinst that front had boen, and would cou‘binuo to be, aimed at the
18th Infantry of the lst Divisioa. Z

!
- SN I|

On 22 October the first steps were- t&kan ror tha regrouping snd recrgan-
ization in preparation for futuro power drivds into the lower reaches of the
R + 4t noon on that dsbeé. Ninth army Hedquarters relinquished its
control of the zone on the right (south) and teok sver tho zone of XIX Corps
on the left (north).of the First US hrmy. Xﬂq Gorps with attached units in
their present position passsd to the controliof the Ninth irmy, The previous
boundary between the VII and XIX Go:;'ps beca;pé' the new northern boundary for
the First 4rmy, botween the Pirst.and Ninth Uimies. 4t the some time the
VIII Corps, which had beea on tho sonth and right 01" the First US irmy, passed .
to the eont.rol of the First irmy with uaits'in tlieir current positions con-
sisting of the 2nd, 8th and 83rd Infantry Divisions, the 9th armored Divie-
sion, and attached units, A The previoug boundary between the Ninth and Third
Armies became the new southern boundary of the ‘First US femy, separating it
from the Third 4rmy, and ‘the previous First - Ninth interboundary on the
south remeined as beundary between V and VIII Corps, Thisiroallotment of
the control of zones of nction gave the First US J\rmy o front of approxi-
mately 60 miles, :

The front of the First US irmy and the dispoait.iou of its front line ele-
ments following this rearrangement was as follows, unhits being designated
from north to mouth:

VII Corps: 1st Division from the neighborhood of WURSELEN south to
a point on the main highway northeast of AL4CHEN, thence generally east
above HAAFEN to S'IOLBERG

3rd Armored Division east from STOLBERG through MSBAGH
generally facing nérth.

i, The 9th Division extanding south through the HURTGEN and
ROTGEN Fore sts from SCHEVENHUTIE, facifg generglly cast.

The 4th Cavalry Group from below LAMMERSDORF to tha neigb—
borhood of MONSCHAU on the corps south boundﬂr}'.

The front'of this corps, a littlé-less than 20 miles, in a'’ straigh‘t Iine,
wes bent so that its actual front was nearer 30, Most of the power of this
corps was concentrated on the northern half of this front where the 1st Di-
vision had been engaged with ‘the nssistance of the 30th Divis;lou in the en-
circlement of AACHEN and’ in resist.ing counterattacks from' the, eagt: ds dis-
tinet from the rélatively opon country where this action was going on, ‘the
9th Division had been engaged. in many l8calized actions in'thiek’ mounteinous
country in approximetely the center,of the corps zome of action. To the
south from noar LJMMERSDORF down t6 MONSCHAU, the i‘rdnt W08 coverad light.ly
with patrols and defended roadblocks, -~
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¥ Corpg: From MONSCHAU inclusive through HOFEN and ALZEN to the edge of
the MONSCHAU Forest the 5th drmored Division had patrols covering the front. '

. Patrols of ‘the 102nd Cavalry Group covered the border through
:he wooded area for approximately 5 miles thereafter in a southeasterly direc-
ion. > i ’

Units of the 28th Division south from the clearings northwest
of RIMSCHEID were along the frontier on the edge of the woods to.a point ap-
proximately west of NEUHOF, This front was'apmpoximately 5 miles wide, ran
from north to south, and faced almost directly east,

The 4th Division had a narrow front of approximately 2 miles
through the BUCHHOLZ Forest, refused back however toward LOSHEDM, Just across
the corps boundary. ey TE o

The front of the V Corps ran through high and heavily wooded country,
and south of ALZEN it practieally followed the fronticr boundary line, The
major strength of the corps was disposed in the positions oh the southern
half of this zone, occupied by the 28th and 4th Infantry Division,

VIIT Corps: The 2nd Division held the frontier from the vieinity of
LOSHEIM running slightly east of 'sauth across the valley of the OUR River
ond into the SCHNEE EIFEL wooded mountain line to a point west of OLZHEIM,
thence scuthwest along the forward sdge of the SCHNEE EIFEL toward HONTHIEM,
thence west to below BLELALF, The open avea tq the southwest was covered

by patrols, except where units of the 23rd Infantry were. in position between
HABSCHEID and mgmw S o -V :

-~ The 8th Infantry Division qcéupiéd a front of approximately
20 miles following the frontier along the line of the OUR River from the
neighborhood of SEVENIG to the large bend northwest of ECHTERNICH, “This

front was covored largely vwith extended patrols in position west of the

river cxcept on the south flank where the 121st Infantry was concentrated
above and below the WALLENDORF crossing and backed up by the 9th drmored ;T
Division in positions southwest of DIEKIRCH,

The 83rd Division occupied defensive positions from the bend
of the OUR River northwest of ECHTERNACH to the junction of that stream with
the MOSELLE and along the west bank of the MOSBELLE to the Third Army boundery
south of REMICH, In order to cover our wide front it was neccssary to as-
sign battalion sectors approximately five miles in width, The enemy had
a small bridgehead at ECHTERNACH,

This VIII Corps front was exceptionally wide, It was faced with a river
line for approximately three-quarters of the distance from flank to flank,
The river line being on the frontier the east bank was prepared for defense
es part of the SIEGFRIED positions, .

E. QLOSING STTULTION.

It should be noted, in the description of the V Corps dispositions above,
that the 4th Division had been oceupying a very narrow front, and that the
28th Division had not been very actively cngaged, -

In the VII Corps zone the lst Division was involved deeply in the AACHEN
gituation, The 9th Division had been through a period of diffieult fighting
in the HURTGEN Forest. .

It was, therefore, arranged that the 4th Division should take over the
front held by tho 28th Division in the zone of the V Corps, and a separated
unit of the 110th Infantry (28th Division) should be relieved between
MONSCHAU and ALZEN by the 5th Armored Division already in position on the
right of that front., The 28th Division was to move to relieve the 9th
Division in the zone of the VII Corps except for a regiment of the 9th
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' Division which was attached to the 3rd Armored Division. A'temporary bound-
ary would be established between 'V and VII Corps north of the previous and
permanent boundary so as td include the major portion of the front on which
the 9th Dividion had been engaged, The 9th Division was to be yithdrawn for
rehabilitation and training, and the 28th Division would participateé in
local advances to readjust the line projected for that neighborhood. Con--
trol was left in the hands of the V Corps at this point so that that divi-
gion might.continue to operate under familinr dommand., Boundaries between
V and VIT Corps were in detail to be ad follgws: . . . -

MESY T A o
P : Effective 12004 26 Oct: Mo change tg K-7818 -

EUPEN (incl V Corps) -~ LAMMERSDORF' (incl VIT Corps) - F~010298(incl VII

Corps) - thence along stream to F-050328 (inecl V Corps) - OBZRMAUBACH (incl

VII Corps) - thence along RR to KREUZAU (F-1239) (inel VII Corps) = GLADBACH

{F..zms) (inel V ‘Corps) - BLIESHEIM (F-3543). (incl V Corps) = BRUHL (F-4248) -

(incl VII Corps) ~ F-4649 (incl WII Corpzi. &

Temporary boundary: (Effective 12004 25 Oct,): EUPEN (incl V Corps) -
ROTT (K~9233) (incl V Corps) = ZWEIFALL (K-9537) (incl VII Corps) - '
OBZRMAUBACH (F-0936) (incl V Gorps). '~ - 3
NOTE: Responsibility, other than ﬁéﬁtﬁcél.hﬁﬁtrol;;for area between new

permanent boundary and temporary boundary will remain under VII Corns,

' I A p

The changes noted above topgk place during the 'closing deys of the menth,
A regiment of the 4th Division relieved. fwo regiments of the 28th Division -
as planned and the 5th Armored Division took over the defense of the zone as
far as MONSCHAU, The 28th Division assembled in its rear area on 23 October
and prepared to move to an assembly position in the woods.slightly north
of the town of ROTGEN, On 25 October the 28th Division oommenced the re-
lief of the 9th Division and assumed responsibility for the front at 1530
on 26 October, taking over from and relieving the last units of the 9th .
Divieion on 27 October., In the meanwhile the 9th Division less ‘the 47th In-
fantry, on 25 October came under control of V Corps and commenced movement
to CAMP ELSENBORN, The 47th Infantry remained attached to the 3rd Armored
Division. On 27 October the 9th Division, less the detachment mentioned
above, was completely assembled and engaged in rehabilitation and training.
M1so the 4th Division in V Corps was made available to the VII Corps on call.

; On 25 October the temporary boundary between V and VIL Corps was de-
- clared effective at noon and on 28 October there were adjustments made in
the boundary between the First Army and the Third Army on the south,

While the changes in disposition were going on thero was little major
activity. Certain areas in WURSELEN northeast of AACHEN were cleared on
22 October, Locel attacks mounted by the 1lst' Division to a limited objective
northeast of HAAREN, on 2/ October, were not successful and units returned
to their former positions. There were small demonstrations, active patrol-
ling operations, and considerable air and artillery activity at various
portions of the front, mostly in the neighborhood of AACHEN, but these were
without substantial result. ' \ _

In the V Corps zone the 28th .Division was preparing its attack, - In the
VIII Corps zone the front was lightly held,

flocations of major combat unitsiat the close of the month may be sum-
marized as indicated in the Order of Battle date 27 October 1944 as fellows:

YII Carps ¥ Corps VILI Corps
474 ROT. " 9th Inf Div (-47 RCT)  2nd Inf Diy
lst Inf Div * 4th Inf Div " "8th Inf Div
3rd Arnd Div 28th Inf Div 9th Armd Div

. “5th Armd Div _'": © 83rd }nf_Div
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) For future operations army boundaries were established by Twelfth Jemy
Group near the end of the month as follows: e ' :

Between Ninth and First lemics: TAVIERS (K-0127) - GR4ND AXBE' (K-2234) -
VIVEGNIS (K-5235) ~ NEUFCHATEAU (K-6237) - TEUVEN (K-6741) - K-8647 -
KINZREILER (K-9451) (all inclusive to First rmy) - ALTDORF (F-0354) -
HIMBICH (F-0956) - ELSDORF (F-1860) (all inclusive to Ninth .'myg - QUADRATH
(F-2661) - (inclusive to First irmy) - PULHEN (F-3467) - VOLKOBEN (F-4069) -
MERKENICH (F-4570) (all inclusive to Ninth irmy).

Between First and Third krmies: STENAY (P-1502) - LONGUYON (U-4596) -
ESCH (P-7302) - SIERCK (Q-0094) - SAARBURG (L-<1413) (all inclusive te Third
drmy) - TRIER (L-2029).~ THARBACH (L-5550) - KOBLZNZ (L-8995) (all inclusive
to First &rmyJ. ) - ! &

F. COMMENTS.
1. &ﬂlﬁu_gf_gmaum

It will be noted from the preceding summary, as has already been
briefly indicated above, that the principal activities of “the First US irmy
during the month of October were devoted to the neighborhood of ALCHEN,
Enemy defenses along the frontier, although not fully manned and although
in places manned by relatively-infenior troops, were sufficlent to'check
any substantial forward movement at'a rapid pace with the forces at our
disposal on our extremely extended front, ' The'early surrender of a wide
portion of the fpont to. the VIII Corps and the Third irmy (Later taken over

temporarily by the Ninth irmy) novrowed the front for a short-time, However,

the shift of the'XIX Corps to the' Ninth irmy on our left and the resumption
of control over the VIII Corps on'our right again gave the First US irmy an
extremely broad front. 'It is true that this front covered large spaces of
terrain not suitable for offensive fighting, It ‘was terrain easily defended
by an enemy and it would have been profitless to have thrown strength into
the mountainous area of the 4RDENNES, -Similarly, the enemy realized the
characteristics of that terrain and he, himself, did not accumulate substan-
tial strength there. Not planning an offensive in that region, he had suf-
Piciently weak strength to permit our holding large portions:of our line

vary lightly ourselves. a

- Even this exercise of economy in troops on those portions of our
line did not give sufficient force for decisive action against him on”other
pertions of the line, In the first place, the enemy knew well the difficul-
ties of the terrain west of the RHINE River from BONN to KOBLENZ, It was
perfectly apparent to the German commander that thoe manouver arca for decis-
ive action lay in the neighborhood of and north of the line from CGLOGHE to+
-AACHEN, He resisted tenaciously in that area from well preparcd defonses.
Some of his best tréops held on to the last in certain positions. Barly
in Cctober it was planned to pinch off AACHEN by a stroke eastwards between
GEILENKIRCHEN and A4CHEN, It, however, became apparcnt that sufficient
power was not available for that stroke.

The area had many pillboxes which had to be reduced, The fighting
was in the SIEGFRIED Line itself. Next, if the fact is accepted that the
initial eastward thrust would have difficulty in itself reaching through
to LINNICH gnd JULICH, it was checked in order to divert strength to drive
through pillboxes and defended towns southwards against the AACHEN exits,

At the end of the month on our front there was evidence that the
enemy had elements of two panzer divisions and eight infantry divisions ap-
parently in the front line, not to include several panzer divisions capable
of intervening either on the British front to our left, the Ninth Army front
on our immediate left, or on our front, He appeared throughout the month
to be temporarily content with a relatively stabilized front and except
for local and somewhat fragmentary attacks (including armored attacks) in
the neighborhood of AACHEN, to forego his established tactical practice of

I
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organizing immediate and heavy counterattacks. The enemy had been severely
shaken by the allied success in FRANCE ih rapidly overrunning his forces and
capturing hundreds of thousands of his tfoops as prisoners. ihatever delay
he could impose upon us from his defensive positions along the frontier he
IDUlg :ish to utilize fo prepere for more serious and possibly decisive fight-
ng later, : .

2. Use of Artillery.

It will be recalled that the report of operations for the First US
drmy for the month of September made special mention of an excpptional use
of artillery unite. By the opening of the month of October the extreme ser=
lousness of the supply situation had been greatly alleviated.by this use of
artillery yehicles for transportation purposes. It had likewise become evi-
dent. that a more stabilized situation would require a greater weight of art-
illery fire concentration in support on the front. Artillery of the First
US Army, therefore, during October réturned to its proper role. Indeed in
certain stages of the operations'during this month.its employment was a ma-
Jor portion of our effert. In addition to rendering normal support the

artillery with the Army was regrouped in preparstion for both normal and
coordinated attacks, Sy ; t

In the attack to compléte the encirclementiof the town of AACHEN,
part of the artillery with both the VII and'XIX Corps was attached to the
divisions making the main effort. During this action, the heavy artillery
of the 32nd Field Artillery Brigade had the misslon of supporting the fires
of the XIX Corps with long range fires on commupication and supply centers.
The infantry - artillery - air ‘coordination effected during this operation
involved a carefully prepared counterflak program designed to silence enemy
antiaircraft artillery during the air bombardment phase, a counterbattery =~
and long range interdiction preparation prior to the atfack, planned sup-
porting fires following H Hour, and close liaison between corps and divi-
sions in establishing successive "no fire lines,"

One of the contributing factors in the final closing of the AACHEN
gap on 16 October by the lst and 30th Infantry Divisions, was the rapidity
with which the field artillery neutralized enemy artillery positions and
reacted to requests for close supporting fires on ecnemy strong points. The
accurate location of enemy gun positions wes attributed to the efficacy of
the carefully sited scund bases of the 8th and 13th Field Artillery Obser-
vation Battalions, :

Concurrent with the closing of the AACHEN gap, the lst Infantry Div-
ision, supported by elements of the VII and XIX Corps &rtillery, launched
lan attack to reduce the town of AACHEN, Self-propelled 155mm. guns and
tank destroyers were used extensively in the ensuing street fighting, Fol-
lowing the expiration of the ultimatum on the afternocon of 11 October, 12
battalions of light, medium and heavy artillery fired a total of 169 tons ,
of ammunition into the eity. The cessation of active enemy resistance in
AACHEN on 21 October was due indeed, in no small part, to the continuous .
daily pounding by division'and corps artillery.

‘Although the phrase just above about "“eontinuous deily pounding" is
correct, it must not be permitted to give a false impression, German priso-
ners have constantly spoken with someéthinz approaching awe as to the accuracy -
and volume of our artillery fire, It is possible that their impression of
awe may be due more to efficiency than to volume.
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- SECTION IV — SUPPLY
A+  INTRODUCTION. y

] The month of October was a period of consolidation and buildup. Whereas
during each of the previous two gonths it had been necessary to move the Army
service area twice, and little dependence could be had on rail, during the month
of October there was but little movement of the fromt lines s efforts could be
concentrated on the development of the liege-Fupen service area and the rail
situetion developed to the point that the majority of the supplies were brought
forward by this means. .

B. OQUTLINE OF THE PERIOD,

1. Genersl Buildup.

a. The general buildup during the period can be illustrated by the fol-
lowing figures on Class I, IIT and V supplies:

Class I Class III Class V
Days supply on hand Days supply on hand Tons
1 et B .8 20,094
10 Oct, 2.9 b5 24,714
20 Qct 5.1 8,8 245 2B
30 Cet 11.8 648 32,443

b. When the period opened there was still considerable tonnage of Class
IT and IV remaining in the Hirsorn—La Cspelle area and other points to the rear.
By 7 October what was needed of these tonnages had been brought up to Liege—
Eupen ares by truck and rail and the Army resr boundary was moved forward as
shown in plate 5. " The buildup is illustrated by the following;:

1 October 30 October !

Tons - Location '~ Tons Location

On Hsnd On Hand
Quartermaster 1019 Huy snd Eupen 2947 Eupen
Medical 731 - Ciney, la Capelle, Bupen 588 Dolhaim, B=stogne,

. Malmedy

Engineer - 7323 # lodave 113,662 * lodave, Montzen
Signal 6698  Hirson & Micheroux 6,540 Micherous & Vervierg
cWis 65 Bruyers ' 100 Verviers & Bastogne
Ordnance 2411  Hirson, Presles, Herve 3,492 Jywaille

% Includes floating Bailey Bridge.

2, De\fel(.)pmﬁnt of Railheads.

sy, The railheads at the beginning of the month were at Trooz, Herve
and Pepinster. Class I was unloaded =t Trooz, Class II1 at Pepinster znd Class

V 2nd Ordnance II & IV at Herve; the remainder of II & IV was mostly unloaded at _

Pepinster.

b. Towards the end of the first week the loop running north from Liege
to Vise, then east to Welkenvaedi and back through Herve was opened and the Class
I railhead was moved to the latter place, which was adjoining the Depot area.

Trooz was reserved for bulk POL shipments which began in the middle of the montH.

fn additional railhead was set up at Herbestahl for QM class II & IV and Medical
IT & IV slightly to the east of Welkenvaedt. '

BECLASSIf1ED
. 5200 10, tune 29, 1?6'.

~SECRET b, SBSA L. %ZA/

~ 53 - bop DIR



¢ During this period ‘the reinfall was particulsrly heavy and very bad
mud conditions developed in the depot areas, Sommerfeld track wes ordered for
the QM Class I depot and the Ordnance II & IV depot north of Herve was moved to.
hard -standing"ﬁl the neighborhood of -Eysden, a railhead being opened for their
supplies at Vise, ; in area with good-hard standings was selected for Mgineer
IT & IV equipment at Montzen on the .northeast area of. the loo'p and, movement of
supplies was begun from Modave starting 6 October, ! e I s B

d. fAbout the middle of the month the bridge on the east side of. Pepin-
ster wes repaired and treins could proceed east on the Trooz Pepinster line to-
Verviers and Welkenvaedt. Covered storage wes selected for Signal TII & IV and.
CWS II & IV in Verviers which became the railhead for these supplies. With a
prospective change in the boundaries which placed Eysden in Ninth Army area the
Ordnance II & IV depot was again moved to the south in the nedghborhood of
Aywaille. Verviers also became z railhead for these supplies, Towards the: end
of the month, the QM II & IV and Medical II & IV railhead was separated and one
was opened for the latter supplies st Dolhaim, The final development of the
hrmy service area is shown in plate, . ,

3. Uove of Ninth Lirmy to N_grth.Flgﬁ-}Ig.

One of the major chenges during the month wes in the move of Ninth Army
to the north flank of First Army. The XIX Corps was transferred to the Ninth
Army and the VIII Corps to the First jrmy. The Ninth Army had a rsilhead at
Bastogne with a service area in the genersl vicinity. This railhead was closed .
and all supplies destined for Ninth Army were routed north through iVise to
Maastricht, The First Army railhead at Vise was surrendered to Ninth prmy.

The arrangements for the turnover provided in general that the Ninth frmy ser-
vice units supporting VIII Corps should be transferred to First /frmy and vice
versa for the units supporting XIX Corps, On supplies, anything left in the
Ninth Amy dumps to’'the south on the date of change-over was to become First
krmy's and credits for like smounts were to be given to Ninth Army.. The change-—
over date was 22 October; however, it was necessary for First /rmy both to take
over the supply of certain items %6 VIII Corps prior to that date snd to con—
tinue the supply of certain items to XIX Corps subsequent to the date, owing te
the difficulties experienced by Com Z in building up Ninth Army's supplies.

4e Ststus of First Army's Special Project Equipment.

The transfer of XIX Corps brought up the guestion of the status of the
special project eguipment which had been obtained by First Army under War Depart-—
ment approval prior to the invasion. ' Orders were given that the more important
items of this equipment in the hends of XIX Corps should be turned in for trans—
fer to VIII Corps. However, the orders were suspended under instruction from
Twelfth Army Group and the question arose as to whether higher headquarters would
require that this equipment be considered ss operational reserve with any over-
age to be available for redistribution. The matter was undecided at the end of
the month.

Ce TRANSPORTATION.
1. CQuartermaster Truck Companies.

The system of sssigning the Quartermaster truck companies to the services
on & permsnent basis for the length of time their hauling requirements demanded
and the priorities justified, was continued during the period and the following
table shows the maximum and minimum number of companies made avsilable to .,t'he-
Services:

£

Quartermaster . . .-26 ) ' 20 "‘
Ordnance . 6 6
Engineer 2 ‘ 2
Medical 0 : 0
cms 0 0
Signal _ 2 2
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¢. The method in which the requisitioning system and. the movement forward
of supplies was being handled in the rear was of c¢onsiderable concern, as not only
were the total receipts in tons below the tonnages allocated but the composition
of the shipments included items not required or "filler" tonnage and many items
urgently required were not being received; psrticularly in Class II & IV. Early
in the month First Army requested that a general policy be set up as follows:

" (1) Every effort should be made to f£ill Airmy requisitions as sub—
tted. :

(2) If items should not be avdilable at the time of filling the
requisition, these items should be backlogged and the tonnage made up
with Clads I and III, corresponding adjustment being made in those
classes, as soon as the short items were available for shipment.

d. The question became s matter of investigation by Twelfth Army Group
and teams of officers were organized to follow First Army requisitions through
the processes till the items were received in Army area., Wany of the difficul-
ties being experienced in the rear were brought to light by the investigation
and the policy requested by First Army was established by direction of Twelfth
Army Groups

2« pmmunitiop Difficulties.

a. fmmunition became '» matter of especial concern during the month.
flocations were made by Twelfth frmy Group based on stocks reputed to be avail-
able on the continent, which subsequently proved to be on ships on continental
waters. In order to expedite the movement forward of ammunition, the classify-
ing of ammunition in the rear sreas was discontinued' and 211 ammunition dis~
charged was shipped forwsrd in bulk to Advence Section, Com Z depots. Requisi-
tioning by Army was suspended until such time as classified stocks were avail-—
able in pdvance Section, Com Z Depots. Allocations to fxmies were then made by
Twelfth Army Oroup sgainst which credits were assigned by Communications Zone
at yarious Advance Section depots» HRequisitioning was then resumed against
these credits. s )

3. Winterization Program. = it

a. One of the major projects during the month was the winterization of
the command. In winter clothing this wes successfully accomplished during the
month with certain exceptions. There were shortages in overshoes size larger
than 9. Only 2 limited issue was made of sweaters, wool knit., The program of
equipping the command with either one sleeping bad and two blankets or four
blankets was 50% completed within the divisions, the remainder of the command -
having three blankets, i

be With the very wet weather experienced during the month, an suthoriza~
tion was given for the issue on loan basis of heavy tentage permitting each com-
pany to have one kitchen tent and one drying tent. This was to be the precursor
of the full seale program for shelter during the winter for which the Engineers
completed their plans during the month. This plan was dependent on the tactical
situation but in general it provided for maximum use of billets and where this
was not possible, the construction of a standard type frame building of company
unit size for kitchen, mess hall and drying. room, installation of batten doors
and frame to (P, large wall and similar tents and the provision of wood frames
and wood floors for pup tents. It was estimated that over 19,000,000 bfm of Ium-
ber would be required for this snd a program was embarked on for the maximum use
of 81l local sawmills snd timber stocks in order that the material might be
available in time, '

we
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¢, The most 'eritical item in the winterization program was Prestone.
Complete estimates of requirements were submitted 11 September and tonnage
was allocated during the first part of October to cover the immediste require=
ments of 85,000 gallens. By the end of the -month however, only 19,000 gal-
lons had been received and the prospect of adda.tional supply was very indef-
inite. 5

y ,S_hort.agg A

2. ' Shortages that developed were followed up contlnuoualy through
‘command chennels. Critical situations in a wide varisety of items such as
Prestone, tires, PX rations, miscellaneous Signal equipment, shoes: (EE width),
raincosts (medium and large size), were brought constantly to the attention
of the Communications Zone and these measures succeeded in expediting deli-
very and in placing the emphasis on the Army's need for items rather than tons.

5. locsl Procurement.

a. Cne of the most cutstan&ing features of the period was the use
of civilian resources and local manufacturing facilities to relieve critieal
situations in supply.

b. This policy had been initiated in September as the manufacturing
facilities of Paris and later Liege became svailable to Army. In September
thirteen contracts were negotiated by Ordnance, the most lmportant of which
were for overhaul of radial tank engines with the Gnome Rhone racto'ry, Paris,
for msnufacture of parts for small'arms with the Fabrique Nationale'des Armes
de Guerre, Liege, for manufacture of tires and tubes with the Englebert Tire
Company, Liege, and for rebuilding é0mm and 8lmm mortars with the T. Harmez
Atellerie, lonteau Sembe. . .

c. During October these contracts began to besr fruit and other ser-
vices began to take advantage of locel facilities. The Quartermaster entered
into contracts for such items as sssembly of typewriters at a plant previously
operated by the Germans, for manufacture of BAR belts and for coffee roasting.
The mobilizaetion of all sawmills by the Engineer has already been mentioned,

d. The most significant developments in this direction were again
in Ordnance service. There was a8 criticel maintenance situstion since dur—
- .ing the two previous months only 1.5% and 9.8% respectively of the major as-
semblies and spare parts requisitioned had been received, It became necess-
ary to embark on a major rebuilding program and to keep the shops working,
a large increese in the local procurement program was necessary, Contracts
were negotisted for a total of 59 different items during the month. The
following tay be cited as examples of items which were manufactured: cyl-
inder head gasksts for truck, trailer, 40 ton tank trensporter M19; batteries,
6 and 12 volt; rammer staffs, split rings; gri_nding wheels and wvalves for the
brockway bridga truck.

"

e. On nearly all the contracts negotiated, substantial deliveries
.were made during the month and these proved a saving factor in many critical
situations.

4 Attachments.
#1 - Daily tonnages bid by F:.rst ATmY .
#2 - Daily receipts by First Army from Com Z.
#3 — Daily status of railheads.
#4 — G4, Situstion Maps. {
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_ SECTION V — CIVIL AFFAIRS
4. PERSONNEL. ; Sy e,
1. Civil ifyivs Detachments.’

September at the Verviers Caserne, wss expanded considerably in October with
the training center being designated formally as’ the Mastér Militsry Govern—
ment Center and the program for the detachments being continually improved.
The experiences of actual Militsry Government operations in Germany were
drawn upon inereasingly in formulating the trsining program,, Lecture instruc-
tion was suppleménted by functionsl conferences, at which specislist problems
were discussed. On 9 October officer personnel of the detactments at the cen-
ter were given an examination on Military Government. Lack of familiarity with
basic policies and other training deficiencies were disclosed by the examina—
tion, and additional emphasis was given in the training program to those sub-
Jeets in which the officers had received insufficient schooling,

A detao§arﬂ: training program, which had been instituted in late

With the militsry situstion remsining relatively static throughout
the month, few detachments could be deployed into the aress for which they
were intended. Several detachments were deployed, however, with responsib—
ility for limited aress of Germany to give them field experience to supple-
ment the training received at the Master Military Government Training Center,
In all, 33 detachments were deployed during October, Four detachments passed
from First US prmy to Ninth US Army control on 4 October, and as a result of
the boundary change on 22 October 7 detachments passed to Ninth frmy Juris- -
diction and 10 detachments passed to First prmy from Ninth Army.

2. FPublic safety.

Unrest continued among the miners and other workers in the Licge—
Charleroi industrial region with the unsettled conditions resulting in a 24—
hour work stoppage on 9 October and sporadic strikes and stoppages on 31.
October. Constant surveillance wes maintained by Public Safety Officers of
the First US Army ovér the demonstration strikes, csused by dissatisfaction
with wages and the still existing shortages of food, and there was no vio-
lence or interference from military activity,

Resistence groups continued to threaten satisfactory maintensnce of
law and order in various localities. The Belgian Government's policy on the
treatment of Resistance groups reflected indecision and at the end of October
there was no adequete implementation of the Supreme Commander's order that
Resistance groups turn in their arms. In Neufchateau, Belgium, and vicinity,
where there were groups of the more militant armed elements of the Resisteznce,
a potentially explosive situation existed which was kept under control
largely through the efforts of the Civil Affairs detachment in Neufchateau.

Becsuse of the almost complete sbsence of police and firemen, diffi-
culty was experienced in recruiting satisfactory public safety forces in
Germany. This problem was met in two ways. First both V Corps and VII
Corps were prepared with Military Government police organizations composed
of /merican troops; end second, a project was started to train German police
officers with a view to their ut.llization as cadres for civilian police de-
partments in cities to be occupied. .

The V Corps Provisional Military Government Police Battalion ren-
dered most valuable service during the month, especially in connection with .-
the large scale evacuation of civilians in the corps area. The most impor-
tant duty of the VII Corps Military Government Police, formed from"the 690th.
Field Artillery Battallon, was in maintaining ordar and security in Aachen
and vieinity.

On 13 October a center was establisghed at the Caserne in Verviers
for the training of German policemen in uilitary Covernment duties. Fifty-
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four captured Germsns, all previcusly sersensd by G-2, First US Army, were
taken to the Caserne from the First hrmy PWE. The men were interrogated,
filled out questionnaires and underwert other processing, and on 17 October
a daily training schedule wes introduced. By the end of October the detach-
ment had been inereased to 88 meni | p4 - )

Fs Egﬁmées and Displaced Pe;‘aoga_. " b A i

.. The most -importent movement during the. month was the evaguatioh for
security reasons of more than 10,000 persons from the foiward areas of V..
Corpsi The initisl processing of the evacuess took plice at the Caserne at.
l.hlmadg. Germsn natlohals were segregeted and billeted in.thHé Caserne, while
the other refugees were distributed among small communities immediately to:
the rear or were reroved to a center opened on 9 October at Spai  The  figures

_compiled by V.Uorps ds to the actual humber of evacuees were as followds .
3500 in Malmedy (town); 2000 in the (bserne, Maltmedy; 2600 in the Cascrne; ..
_Spa; gnd 2500 in other townsi The evecuation was completed by 12 October. .

] t + . .

In the latter part.of ‘the month the barracks at Malmedy and &% Spa
were required for use as military hospitals. 'The Spa Caserne wbs evacuated
between 18 snd 21 October and the Malhedy Caserne by 27 Odtober. These ev-
acuations were made possible 1n_._la_.i~ge part by advanding the V Corps_security
line, permitting many of the ei_ralcﬁem__: te be returned t¢ their homes. -

On 9 Detober, becatse of. the evacuation policy in the V Corps and
possible similar dctioh by othetr First US prmy units, action wes initiated
to stop the practice of evacuating b1l civilisns. On 16 Octeber, instruc-
tions were isbued by First Army which directed "that every effort be made to
retdlin divilikns as nesr to their places of residence as possible." '

In the first days of October there was little refugee movement in the
VII Corps area. Later, as hachen and its immediste environs were occupied,
all persons were evacuated. After facilities for some 1200 persons at
HOMBOURG and AUBEL were filled, a cemp was opened at the Germsn barracks on
the. road between Brand snd hachen, Fopulation at this center reached a peak
of 4075 on 23 October and then began to decresse.

The XIX Corps adhered to » standstill policy and reported no refugee
problems. :

In the vicinity of St. Vith, in VIII Corps area, there were some
1300 refugees and displaced persons at the end of October. They were housed
in 14 small shelters under th_e' supervision of a Civil /ffairs detachment.

I Beceuse the facilities of the First US prmy displaced persons center
at Verviers were overcrowded, on 18 Qctober 495 Russians weére evacuated to
the St. Amend Assembly Center near Velenciennes, France and 114 Poles were
transferred to the Charleville hssembly Center. This reduced the population
at the Verviers Yenter to 214, with small dsily increments bringing the fig-
ure to slightly over 300 by the end of the month. ) )

At the end of October, there were an estimated 150,000 refugees and
displaced persons in the First US hrmy erea, some 15,000 of whom were being
cared for in -5 installations with the rest being sbsorbed in private homes.

4+ Public Health.

During the month there was some increase in the incidence of acute
respirastory-type diseases in Belgium, and the Public Health Department kept
in clese contact with civilian medical authorities to prevent the increase
. in endemic diseases.from assuming epidemical proportions, Prompt measures
were taken by the Department to prevent development of an epidemic of
diphtheria in WAIMES end Faymonville, Belgium. Following the outbreask of
the disease in these towns approximately 1500 children and adults were ex-
amined and over 300 contacts were given piopl}y}b_ptic innoculations.,
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Fifty-six cases of typhoid fever were reported from a suburb of
Idege. Investigation disclosed that the dissemination was probably by con-
tact due to failure to enforee isolation restrictions. Belgian authox’iti.vn

ners req'.:.es'hod to'take steps nECosDary to enforce isolation measures.

Following the SOP developed during September, civilisn casualties

~were evacuated from hrmy field installations to civilian hospitzls in thé rear

areas. Due to the intense ill-feeling between the Germsns and the Belgians,
several fights oceurred between Belgian-and enemy patients who had been ev—
acuated to Belgian hospitsls. To remedy this situation a 50-bed hospital at
H&aatrizht and a 100-bed hospital at Liege were sllocated for German civilian
casualties.’

Short.agas of mediesl supplies were found throughout the First US Army
area. These were allevisted by the delivery of ARB medical units to,
Mpastricht and Liege, and by distribution of panniers of medical supplies
assembled from captured supplies at liege and Reims., A stockpile of captured
medicel supplies, including panniers for emergency distribution, wss main-

‘tained at the Civil 4iffeirs axpply Depot at Liege.

All displaced persons and refugees infested with lice were dusted
with DDT powder. ' The registration card or other identification: papers of
persons deloused were marked 1'\.J.th a mbber at.amp atteating tou this i‘act..
B. GOVERMMENT,

1. Civil Administration,

The pringipal problem encountered in reconstituting governmental
machinery in fachen snd the other communities of Germany in the First prmy
area was to obt.ain a sufficient number of acceptable trained personnel for
administrative posts. While almost 211 the individuals appointed by Mili-
tary Government proved cooperative, many were totally lacking experience in
public administration. Increased familiarity with duties resulted in a slow
but noticeable improvement in civil administration during the month. Lfter
several suitable candidstes refused to accept the post for fesr of reprisals
upon relstives in Germeny, Herr Franz Oppenhoff, a lawyer, was appointed
Burgermeister of fachen on 30 QOctober. In cases where there were any doubts
as to the reliability of Burgermeisters or other officials, Military Govern—
ment officers effected replacements. New Burgermeisters were appointed at
Stolberg, Roetgen and Zweifall.

In Belgium the Netionsl Government's retention of executive power
and failure to issue necessary instructions prevented expeditious action by
local officials, who showed a contimuing tendency to depend on assistance

authorities was particularly noticesble in Bupen and Malmedy.

2. Industry.

Specialists continued to survey factory and other industrial sites
with the view to possible utilization for military and for essential civ-
ilian uses. In this work preliminary reconnaissance by Civil Affairs dé-
tachments was of considerable velue.

Oontinuing a progressive survey of the coal mines occupied, s de-

tailed investigation was made of the coal propertiea in the ilsdorf-

Herzogenrath-Kohlscheid area. 4 report of the investigation emphasized
the need to place some of the mines into production immediately to keep them
unwateraed. Detachment E1H2 was deployed in Alsdorf on 16'QOctober with the
mission of getting the mines back in operation. The detachment was confron-—
ted with & pressing problem in con.nactlon with the Anne Mine which had
a shaft opening into enemy territory. ~“Work was immedistely started on
a bulkhead to seal the tunnel comnecting with the German-held shaft, and

a 2l-foot block wes completed by’ 18 QOctober.
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The actual digging of coal was start.ed on 17 October with the tonnage
riaing to 170 tons by 20 October. : Becsuse of the- ‘detachment's work, which
prevented the flooding of the mines; it will be possible to step up the pro-
duction of the mines, having a capacity of 18,000 tons of clean coal per day,
as soon as'the combat zone moves forward.

3. Utilities and Communicstions.

The highly important problems of power’ and rail trensﬁort.abion rg—
ceived considarable attention during the month. Available. productive cap- -
acity of generating equipment was sufficient, but the problem of coal supply
was critical due to the shortage of rail tranaBortation fromithe coal fields..
Existing plans of the Railwey Opersting Grend Yivision did not providé for,.
moving civilian supply. hpproval was secured, however, of arrangements whereby
cars loaded st the coal mines along the Herve Platesu were hitchdd td empty
military trains returning from the Army reilheads. ‘Approximately 40 cars
handling 400 tons per day were being moved into Liegé by-this means. . Simi-
larly 10 cars-of coal per 'day were being moved from the mines on the out~
skirts of Iiege into the city. Investigation revesled that the Belgian auth~
orities had complete lists of ‘tonnages, movements and other necessary plans
for civilian supplies worked out. These plans however, had not been coordi- .
nated with those of the Transportation Corps. To assist’' in the overall handl-
ing of rsil transportation, with special emphasis on the needed dovetailing
of civilian supply with use of' all railway fscilities by the military, & com~
mittee was formed comprising representatives of Belglan industry, railways
and power, First US army G-4 and (-5 Sections, and Civil Affairs detachments
in areas where the problem wes particularly acute, 2s in Liege and Luxembourg
The first meeting was held on 29 October. X

...3

Constant progress was made in the resumption of local postal service
and other commnicstion and informstional fecilities,. ineluding the resumption

+ of operations by the Liege Radio Ststion and Radio Iuxembourg. Telephone

service and block signalling for the civilian operated pailrced in the Grand
Ducy of Imxembourg were restored with necessary security restrictions.” It
was arranged for a power line between ILiege and Maastricht, needed to furnish
power to the mines in the Maastricht area, to be rehabilitated by civilian
labor. 3

4i Lepal.

Courte in the liberated areas were found in genergl to be function—
ing satisfactorily. One exception to this was at Iiege where several thou-
sand civilians were confined in overcrowded and unsanitary prisons while
aweiting trial by & Belgian Military Tribunal. The Belgian authorities were
accomplishing little toward disposing of the ceses or alleviating the un-
satisfactory conditions of confinement. 4n investigaticn disclosed thet the
greater number of the prisoners were held without charges on suspicion of
collaboration and that the Belglan Military Tribunal at liege was unable to
cope with the situstion. Recommendztions were immediotely mede which resul-
ted in alleviation of the conditions. By 27 October the investigation of
some 2600 cases had been accelerated. Charges were filed against all ex—
cept some 500 individuals. These 500 cases were being studied and it was
expected that some 250 would be relessed.

/ Throughout the month there were occasional meetings of Lllied Mili~
tary Government Courts. On 27 October the first Genersl Military Government
Court to be established in Germany tried, at Zweifall, the case of a man
charged with harboring s Germsn soldier, The accused was found guilty and
sentenced to serve a term of five years. /n Intermediate Military Govern—
ment court of more than usual sipnificance, appointed by the Commanding Gen~
eral of VII Corps, sat at Kornelimunster on 31 October. The case involved
2. woman charged with endeavoring to conceal from the. Allied Military suthor-
'ities certain important Nazi party records end with destroying others. The
court found'the sccused guilty and sentenced her to J.mpriaonment for a term
of six yeers, the longest term imposed up to thst time in the First Army
area., The aan’c.ence wos reduced on review to two years.
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5. Fiscal.

hs was expected, all Germen banks uncovered were found to have very
'small eash holdings.” Te this was added, as a further obstacle to reopening,
the fact that key persomnel had departed with the Germans, evacuating with
them all records. By 5 October it was possible to reopen only one bank, the
Kreissparkssse at Monschau. On 16 October the Deutsche Bank and the
Kreissparkasse in Stolberg and the Sparkasse in Roetgen were opened; and on
30 October a fifth bank, the Volksbank in Busbach,- resumed operatvions.

Detailed surveys of public finance conditions were made 'n German
comminities as soon as they were uncovered, Some towns were found to have
adequate cash or facilities at hand for essential requirements; others were
found to be very badly off. Any approach to normal conditions would be im-
possible for some-time., WNo losns of Military Government funds were envisaged
in spite of several approaches during the month,

The Fiscal Department maintained close surveillance of currency ex—
changes made during the month in the areas of Belgium and Iuxembourg within
the First US Army zone. The Commanding Genersl, First US Army, issued orders
prohibiting all military personnel from exchanging notes with civilians and
requiring military personnel to effect their exchange of old for new notes
through their commanding officeps and Army Pinance officers.

C. SUPPLY,

In the area of Belgium within the First US Army zone, continued progress
was made in the alleviation of the food shortsge by the distribution of cap-’
tured German supplies located by Civil Affairs personnel and transported in
captured German vehicles. One factor hindering efforts to provide adequate
rations for the entire population was the lack of organized civilian trans-
port. Moreover, local food producers lacked confidence in the currency and
withheld food from normal distribution channels for better prices.

While some tonnage of imported supplies wes brought forward to the Civil
Affairs Supply Yepot et liege during the month, by far the greatest percen-
tage of food supplies distributed was captured German stores. As of 31
October the stockpile of captured German food amounted to 1540 long tons.

The food situation was found to be eritical in the areas of the
letherlands liberated by Yirst US Army. Emergency transfers of local food \ A .y’v
supplies were made as rapidly =s trensportation permitted, and. special re-
quisitions were placed on Commnications Zone for 1000 tons of food which
were earmarked for Holland, After the change in the Army boundary on 22
October, food was distributed in the Netherlands by the Ninth US Army from
supplies made available by the First US ®rmy. In all 235 net long tons of
foodstuffs were so issued to the Ninth Army.

In addition to the requisition for 1000 tons of foodstuff for Holland, '
a special requisition wes placed on Communications Zone for 2500 tons of

‘Civil Affairs‘supplies to be held as a reserve at the Liege Uepot. Both

of the tonnages were to be brought forward by Comminications Zone in G-5
vehicles and were not charged against First US “rmy supply tonnages.

In Germany stocks of food were found to be exceedingly low in all areas

" occupied. Iocal civilian food committees, approved by Militery Government,

supervised the distribution of perishable locally produced foods. Mo food
wes supplied by the First US army to civilians except to those evacuated to
refugee camps., Those so evacuated were fed captured German stores and

Germen produce trensported from their own home localities. Division iilitary
Government staffs initisted and supervised the transporting of larga ship—
ments of food from Germany to refugee centers, mainly in Malmedy, during the
month. For example, under the supervision of the 4th Infantry Division Mili-
tary Govermment staff, 1400 pounds of meat and 50 gallons of milk were trans—
ported from Hollerifeld on 21 October, 200 pounds of meat, 500 lbs of potatoes,
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150 1bs of cabbage, and 150 1bs of butter from Hunningen and Holzheim on 24
October; and 1000 1bs of meat and 5000 lbs of potatoes from Honsfeld on:26
October. On 20 October the 28th Infantry Division supervised the shipment
of 1000 kilos of beef, 500 kilos of pork, 4000 kilos-of potatoes, and 630

1bs of butter.



