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y -“BREAKTHROUGH BY THE 120TH INFANTRY ON 25 JULY 1944"

10 Theimlssion given .the 120th Infantry under plan "Cobra" was
to break through the enemy mgin line of reslstance and seize St.
G11les and’then permlt-Combat Commgnd "A" of the 2nd Armored Di-
islon’to pags through the Regiment. The line of advance was a-
long the ‘top of a low rldge for at least a mile beyond the en-
. _emy's MLR. _ ' :

7 - Col. Birks plan of ettack was to deploy his troops astride
the St. Jean de Daye - St. Gllles road and atteck In column of,
battalions. The 2nd Bn was to spearhesd the attack, followed
by the 1lst snd 3rd Bns, in that order. In case the leeding bat-
tallon got held up, Col. Blrks Intended to send the next Bn in
1line ground the left flank. If thls battgllion were stopped, he
would send the third battalion around 1ts left flank. The asame
tactics were to be followed by companles and platoons.

. H - hour for "Cobra" was originally set for 241300 July, and
the alr strike did commence on schedule at 241200, However, the
- .attack waa called off before 1300 by Lt. General Bradley because
- of poor visibllity. The Regiment was severely bombed through the
~error of the USAAFP, and many casualtlies were incurred.

' On 256 July 1944, H- hour was 1100 and the bombing commenced
at 1000, '~ Although the Regiment had withdrawn from the vicinity
. of la Juglanniere to a safety line about 700 yrrds north, 1t was
~again bombed by:our own planes, thls time more severely than on
" .the '24th. The bombing of the 2nd Bn wasg partlcularly dlsasterous
© to its radios. " All of the radlos in battallon Hq were lnocked
“out, ‘'also some of the company radios. The 2nd Bn's casualtles,
. ,on top of those of the day before, prompted Col. Birks to gilve
' serlous thought to putting one of the other two battallions in
" the lead position, but he finally declided that it would cause too
muich confusion to try to do this in a matter of minutes. So Col.
Birks and Lt. Col, Hardaway undertook a rapld reorganlzation of the
““2nd Bn, - The officers of the bnattalion, cognizent of the import-
. gnce of ‘the mlssion agsigned to them, Iindlcated thelr desire to
.go gheed with 1t, snd the emen cooperated. The reorganizatién
cauged a delay of 30 minutes and at 1130 the attack was launched.

. The initlal objective of the 2nd Bn was the crossrosds at
436655, ' ‘The enemy had a strongpoint consisting of three Mark V

.~ tenks flanked by MG's and infentry directly in the line of advsnce

| (see—everliay}. When F Co. in the lead was stopped by this strong-

| point, :Lt. Col Hardaway committed E Co. on 1ts left, according bto

- _plan, When'E Co. falled to advance, G Co. undertook the wider
. envelopment, attacking on E's left. In the mesntime, Col Birks
. orderedthe first battallon forward and gave it the mlsslion of

skirting the 2nd Bn's left flank and proceeding across country to

. selze the crossroads at 434649. One platoon of light tanks from

“the 743rd Tank Bn was attached to it. L&, Col. Cantey, CO of the
lgt Bn, soon discovered that the llne of advance assigned to him wvas

‘alrendy being used by the 119th Infentry. He reported this to
Col. Birks. Thelhtter declded that there was no other route a-

vailpgble and that he must attempt to squeeze the 1lst Bn through

. on $this:flank., His second bsttalion wns still stopped cold north:

- . of the German strongpoint mentlioned sbove, Unless it should .un-

. expectedly crack thls strongpoint, he was going to have to commit
the 3rd Bn on the 2nd Bn's right. So he told Lt. Col Centey to
keep to the right and force as much of his battelion through as .
he could. . About 1800 Lt. Col. Cantey managed to slip most of his




—-battallon through E Company, one platoon at a time. Part of the
'Bn,abeoamgjengaged wlth the enemy, part was slowed by the presence
of troops of the 119th Infantry, and the -attached platoon of light
tanks was held up by AT guns. But B Company and most of C Company
. kept moving. As they approached the bsttelion's objective, they -
'encountered heavy automatlc fire from the sunken road which they
were 'to secure., A determined 2ttack was launched against the en-
;emy'!s positlion with complete success. The enemy pulled out and no
»worganlized line was encountered sgailn thet night., In the meentime
-Col. Birks had ordered the battalion to proceed on to the CR at
434645, As soon ns the other elements of the battalion caught up
and Lt. Col. Cantey had effected some reorganization, the battalion
- advanced towards its second objective. Little resistsnce was en-
countered,” and by 260200 the CR at 434645 was secured. :

’

While the 1lst battalion was attacking on the east slde of the
St. Jean'= St. Gilles road, the 3rd battallon was ordered to attsck
oon the weat slde. It advanced in a column of companies and broke
- through the enemy line at mbout 438664, knocking out two MG's and
~capburing 29 PW's., The regimentsl I and R platoon esteblished a
‘road block at 433664 to protect the 3rd battallon's right flank,
and ' the 3rd Bn proceeded southwest to the St. Lo - Perlers road.
o In that vieinlty considersble resistesnce, including three tanks,
. “was encountered. One of the tsnks was lknocked out by artillery
fire and.the other two retrested. The hostlle infantry gave them-
~‘selves up after en Initlial show of strong reslstance. By dark the
..3rd Bn"hed-completely securea the west slde of the St. Jean - St.
©@1lles roed ess far south as le Roque and as far west as the Ter-
.rette River. S

] While the 1lst Bn on the left and the 3rd Bn on the right
‘were maklng good progress, the @nd Bn continued to assault. the
“abtrongpoint blocking 1lts progreas. The fighting was bitter. The
yattelion S-3 had been killed and G Co. loast thres commanders.
.Some of the 2nd battalion's men got into a house by the side of
“the road that was the axis of advance. Before they could be re-
inforced, the enemy overwhelmed them. REfforts to rout the enemy
“out with small arms fire falled. Col. Birks, knowing that some
of his own wounded men remained in the house, was faced with the
- . difficult declision of whether or not to level the house with ar-
‘" tellery. Influenced by the heavy losses whlch the 2nd Brnr had re-
cently teken from friendly fire, he declided not to call for sar-
tillery. F Gompany finally managed to drive the enemy out after
‘almost surrounding the house.

. The breakthrough in the 2nd battalion's sector was finglly
‘achleved by maneuvering 5 medium tenks of 743rd Tank Bn agalnst &
. the 3 Mark: V tanks thest constituted the core.of the enemy re-
- sigtance., " All 5 tanks attacked at one time. One of the Mark
V!s wag ‘knocked out on 'the spot. The other two were cornered by
our tanks at la Paconderie, almost due west of RJ 86, and knocked
out too. - -

This successful engegement turned the battle in our favor.
‘The men of the 2nd Bn advanced with conflidence, the enemy's re-
- “.slstonce melted, ,and by nighfall the 2nd Bn waa on 1lts objective,
-+ ~CR 436655, ~ The 120th Infantry had msde.a declsive penetratlion
“.""of  the Germsn main line of resistance.
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me m.tnaion gim tha 126th Infantyry under plan "CQbra" ms to break through
5 tho W'Q ELR :!.n '.l.'bs zone (see aoconpany overleay), geize 8ty Gd.llea, and then T
-'ﬁj*pend.tccnoftha ﬁmmditopass through the Regts Insoi‘araa thsaocmp—

hot : 't.tack was to deploy bis trcops aat.rﬁde tho Ste dean da

‘Daye = BtsBd1100 PUEEEBR attack §H coliim of Battalions; The 2 ' wagto spears.

" besd the' _tﬁﬁk, followed by tho 1st and 34 Bns, in thab oriers In cas the lead-
ing battais.m got ma up. Col Birks intended to send the next battalion in 1ine

mund the deft’ ﬂ.ank bf the lead batt.alion. I this bat.talim viers ‘stopped, he

, mﬂdsandﬂntkdxﬂhatwionammﬂitaleftﬂmk. The same tactiss were to be
fallowed by comparos and ‘platoons,

- Hehour for "(bbra" m originally set for 241300 July, and the alr strike did

[ rmee on achacmle at 241200, After 20 minutes of bombing, homar, it Gm

Bradley eallad the a‘btauk off because of the poor vis:l.bﬂity. In talwae 20 nﬂ.rmtaa.

',f-:hmver, the 120th Infm momlybmbad through the error of the USMF. The 24"
& &1 alme had 12 !d.lled and 70 wounded (for further detailes, see mport. of the IG,

.I30ﬂ11nifm.v). On 25 July 19l); H=houy was 1100, nmlwebunbh:gcommdatlooo;'c'
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ﬂnuah'thafndbﬁlnfmdwitmrm‘imwaumworlaa ro to a safety
line about 700 yards -mrth (see accom;any overlay), it was again bombed by our own,
planes, this time moro sevorely than on the 24th, The bombing of the 2d Bn was
particularly disastrous to its radios, ALL of the radios in battalion lg wore
imocked out, also some of the company radios. Ihic 2d int's, casualties, on top of
those of the day before, prompted Col Birks to give serious thought to 'putting: one
of the other two battalions in the lead position; but he {inally declded that it
would cause too much confusion to try to do this in a matter of minutes, SoCol‘
Pirks and Lt Col Hardaway undertock a rapid reorganization of the 2d In, The officers
~ of the battalion, cogmizant of the imwortance of the mission assigned them, indicatdd

their deslre to go ahead vith 1t, and the men cooperated. The reorganization caused
a delay of 30 minmutes and at 1130 the attack was launched,

The initial objective of thé 24 Bn was the crossronds at 136655, The enemy
had a strongpoint consisting of three Mark V tanks flanked by iiG's and infantry
ciimoﬂy in the line of advance (see overlay)e ‘hen I’ Co in the lead was stopped.
by this sti-ongmnt, Lt Col Haxdawgy coumltted E Co on its left, according to plaas
then & Co failed to advance, O Co undertook a wider envelopment, attacking on E's
lefte In 't-he weantime, 001 Birks ordered ¥.:¢ first battalion forwaxd and gave it
the mission of skirting the 2d En's left flank anvl proceeding across country to
seize the croscroads; I‘hﬁlm- tne platoon of light tanks _@M - S
Lge *9% _‘)___""f'_'_'_ from the 7h3d Tank Bn was attached to it, It Col Canty,
co of-the lst En, soon discovered that the line of advance essigned to him was ale
ready being used by t-ha'l 119th Inf, le reported this situation to Col idrks. The
latteyr decided thal there was no other route available and that he must attempt to
squeeze the lst En through on this flank, His second baltalion was stlll stopped
cold north of the German strongpoint mentioned above. linless it should unexpect~
edly crack this strongpoint, he was poing to have to comait the 3d L‘:xl on the 2d
In's right.iNdXIc¥Esd So-he told Lt Col Canty to keep to the right and force as )
mch of ids battallon through as he could, About 1800 Lt Col Canty managed to alip__,"/
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hds battalimthmghl‘.‘.cmmaw une platoon at a time, Part of the Bn
gngaged with the enexty, part was slowed by tho presence of troops of the

gy and most of O Compary Kept movings As they asproached the battallonts
jve, they encountered hasvy automatic fire from the .sunken voad widch they

b secure, A determined abtack was Lounched ageinst the enamy's position

i grplote successs The enuy pulled ovt and no crgandsed line was. encountered .
fthat nighta In ths meantdme, Cul Bisks hod oxdered the battalion to proceed .
: j't‘.ha CR at L3LGL5. As soon as tie other elements of the battalion caught up

% Col bad effected some rcorgenization, thie battalion advanced to=
iia second objective, Idttle resistance was eueomtared,l amii:-,lx; X_:QEOO the
CR g W3LOLS was secured, B ; _

While the lst battallon was attacking on the east side of the St. Joan ~ St

3 road, the_:id battalion was oxdered to attack ca *1,49 west side, It advanced

out two 1G's and ecapturing 29 Fiis, The regimental I an! R platoon established a
block ab L33664 to protect the 3d battalion's right flank, end the 3d bn -

s e J ol " i
procesded  southwest to the 5ts lo ~ Terlers road, In thatﬁm.m.ty considerable

resistance, J.miuding three tanks, was encountered. Une of the tanks was knocked

‘out Ly artillery fire and the other two retreated, T:@ hostile Mﬂntry gavo thom-

aelvee up after an imdtlil show of strong resistance., By dark tho '3d Bn had mnplete—
1}' secured the west slde of the St. Jean - 5%, Gilles road as far south as lo E%
ad as far west as the 'l‘er:itt.a [dvers

thile the lut Iz on the left and the 3d In on the right were making good pro-
gress, the .24 In continued to assault the strongpoint blocking its progress, The

had et~

- Nghting was bitier. The battalion $=3 was kiiled and G Co lost three cormanders,

~ # The 119th Inf and the 1st In of tie 120th becamo 5o intormingled in the
goneral vicinity of L30653 that the lsb I of the 120th had to establioh a virtual
P station to direct the men %o their respective oojectives.
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Some of the 2d bLattallon's wen g’ot into a iouss by the side of tho road tlab was

’

the mﬂ.p-?f advance,  Boiore thay could be reinforced, the encey overvhelmed them,
Efforts o rout tic enexy out with smell mms fire faileds Col Bizks, Jumowing that
stme of his own wounded men 1emained in the house, was faced with tre difficult
déniaion of whelher or not to level thoe house witl m~tillery.- Influenced by the
hoavy losses widch the 24 Pn had rocently taken from friendly firve, he decided not .
to'call for artillery, F compay Sinally maneged to drive tie enemy out aftor ale
moe?t surroundidng the Louse.

‘ The breakmmugh in tle 2d Laltalion's secbtor waw finadlly achieved by manexver-
ing five mediwa temks of the Th3d Terk D against the three l.ark V tarks that con-
stituted the core of the enemy's resistance, Colonel irke, in proposing this plan
to the CO of the Tank Bn, Lt Gol 44 € Duncan, stated that three of tho five tanks
right be knocked cut in the actlor, tut Whab 1ib wos the only way to gel throughe |
It Col Duncan sald ho vas willing o take bhe chancoe A1l five lanks altacked ab
~ ong ti;aa.'. Two of the Mark Vis viero inocked oub on Wio spot, the thind Lled scuth,
but the tenkers of the TL3d comnered 1L ub lu Tacanderie (3368 ) and knocked 17
oub tooe None of tho five general shorman's vas 105:..({.2;0/424“,_, Pt T ne A
Tlils succossful enga.gmmlt turned tie baltie in our favor, The infanbry of Sl
the 2d In advanced with confidence, tlie onemy's 1‘esistame”$d; and by nightfall
the 2d Bn was on its objective, Ch 430052« Tie 120tk Inf had made a decisive
penetration ¢f the German IR,

fiv 2*&030;} CCA of the 23 Ammorad Uivision bepan to pass through the 120%h Inf.
fhe tanks deployed on cither side uf the Sty Joun = Sl Gilles road at about K36657
and gdvanced divectly south through bthe 120th's lines wilh virtually no reaistanoe;
Eterwazﬂa the 120th Inf marclwd -southeést by sceondary roads, encountering no re—
slatance witdl it reached le Pb, liain, |
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(The followiing comments on the account ecumd by Ferriso
‘ wore glven to Captain Hechler on 11 5 nber 194li, by Lt Col
Duncan, CO of tbo Th3d Tank Batialion.
D\mc:m apent 25 July wit.h A Compw and vith Colonel Birks in ordor
the best lialson botween tankes and infantiy. IHe sald that-he ond Col
Blrkgspent a great deal of their time "sittlng behind a hedgeérow" near tho St.
roads Col Duncan paid high tribute to the fo arlessness of 1t Aas in make
fea’b reconnaissonces in and around the buiidingé along the road in search
of t dug=in and concealed Mark Vs, ile:sald that he fﬁt‘ atrongly that 1t was
‘hisyrically inaccurate o credit Col Pirks with the su;_,gaatd.on that five mediums
be mneuvered against the threc Maxk Ve, Col Duncan said that ho_mnembam cloass
1y that Lt has came vp to the hedgerow whore Col Birks and Col Dunean were sitting,
r'bt-ac'l the pmsmcé of the Uwree tanks, an! then proposed his plan of maneuver

agd thema "ils judgeent was sound becerse Fls recoimaissence had been hold",
st:i:t,ed Col Duncen, "It wae he snd not Col Plrke— with all due respect to Col
B:I.ﬂ:o—- vho propogsed the plen and we deferred to hls judprent because he knew what
be was talking about', )

Colonel Duncan also checked and coryvborated the followlng staztement of Lt
Aaoy which disagrees with the account of the 120th Inf confercnces A

Cnly one of the three taniis= rather than two=— was kmocked out initially,
The othor two were commered at lso Facouderie and at h3L656, almost dm;e‘we:at of RJ 86e

Colonel Duncan read all of the acoounts, checking both their accw:acy ard
language. He sald that there were two platoons of Iights from D Company c»pera.ting
with the 120&1, rather than one, One platoon, led by Lt Korrison, initially start-
ed dovm the St, CAlles Roads 'hen it ran into resistance, it wec withdrawn and
"A" Company of mediums advanced followeG by Lt Risk's platoon of lights, "C" Co
started out dovm the same road, and when it had cleared offy, 1t Korrison's prlatoon

.
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acted { a rear guard for the "A® Co mediums, Noither of the two platoons of lights

with ¢} 120th, after the initlal advance, figured very heavily in the fighting,

#f troubles; according to Col Duncan, wos that their 375 were totally in-

effectfe against the dug~in liark Vs which could oniy be approached from the front

and wi 100 hoavily amored on the front, Col Duncan rencubero that Staff Sgb

ro} 1bness, lst platcon Sgb, pumped three rounds of 37ma at ons of the Mawk -

. ¥ a moment later his doleful woice camo over the radlos "Good Gody I fived -
unds and they all bounced off",
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