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On September 1, 1944 the 119th Infantry under the command of OOM
Zdwin M. Sutherland was in assembly area northeast of Fresmoy-en Thells, It m
just completed & puresuit from the Seine bridgehead at Manshe-@assicourt and wae
lopimg for a short rest, Howevey, at Q400 an order was receiyve: m divi =
that the regimental combat team preceded by a task foree
tan<s, lst Battalion, 119th Infantry, Fngineers and Artillery; ] iy t
120th Repimental Cowbat Team would entruck and move to the vicinity of- m il
pelgiva during the day,  The disiafiee was approximately 125 miles and although the
the enemy was badly battered and was witidrawing it was suticipated that we migh "3 -
have %o ﬂ;bt our way on occasions,
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At 1400 the h&ding element, the jri Bltulion crossed the I.P, at tb
crossroads southweet of Tillet, and followed by the rest of the combat team move:
northeast through Roye and Perojue, passing the latter tows at 2250, Little r
ance was sucountered and there were no casualtlee or prisonsra. However, the
bahind Task Pories Rarrison bad been closed and forward movement depended upon |

On the 2nd at 0730 Oeneral Harrison, the Ascietent Divisiom- w
comnanding the task forcé was wounded and Colonel Sutherland took sommwand, Lt. U
@uimn, the regimental executive officer, took command of the regiwent. At |
reconnaissance elements reported mortar and suiper fire in Cambrai and for the nest
hour there was congiderable ectivity there. By 1250 the Jrd pattalion which was
.backing up the lst and the tancs reported that they were at the railroad tracke in’ | 5
town, and in 9jite of reports of enemy tan«s, at 1315 the 5rd Battalion stated t.ho§ :i
route t.hrough Cambrai was clear. |

No more serious resistance was encountered and at 1905 the forulrd C.P.
group croesed into Belgiuw. At 1935 the C.I. was set up in a farm house about a
mile aouth of Tournai and the lst Battalion was clearing out enemy small arme’ acro
the river in Tourmal at 2240, Pive men were wounded on the 2ud,

|
Oa the 3rd scattered enemy resistance was encountered and knocied out, '3

various isolated groupe being overcome. at first no friendly troops other tham :é_
individuals of the Belgian White Army were mcwntero‘ fin the afem, but shortly £
bafore 1050 the lst Battalion established contact with the advance party of the '
british llth Armored Division. Outlying pgpetrols and road blocks were withdrawm &
to permit the passage of this unit. Various wminor changrs were made in the diss |

positions around the town, and through the afternoon occasional contact with small t
enemy rroups was reported, There were no casualties during the day but L06 prisony ;
ers were rounded wup.
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“n 3Jeptember 4, the town of Tournai was turned over to the 7th Battalionm '
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Green Howards of the 69th Brigade, 50th Northumbrian Division, and our positions
were changed accordingly. One wan was miesing and 10 more prisoners wers brought
in,

On the 5th the men cleaned up and replacements fired various wezpons in
a nearby quarry. Two men were wissing and 3 prisoners came in. Oun the 6th a
quartering party moved east toward Lieve to locate areas for the move scheduled on
the 7th, §

On the 7th at 0700 the regiment crossed the regimental I.P. iu Bruyelles,}
moving by motors south through Valencisnnes and then east through Mons, La Louvier
Nivelles, arriving at the new C.F. in & chateau just south of Bousval at 1115, T
last elements closed into the arsa at 1330 and trucks were released. By picking
up German units attempting to withdraw along the railroad §2 prisoners were takem., |

- The weather was definitely beeoming ehilly and all who eoculd slept under cover.

Ou the 8th the regiment moved east on foot to the vieinity of Autre-Eglisg’
a few miles south of Fodoigne, The C,P, made two jumps arriving at the destination §
at 1355. Several reports of enemy were received, but actual contact was establis :
south of the line of march in the Bois de Buis. The Tank Destroyers and the
Engineers moving in the Regimental Combat Team motor ecolumn took cars of this group
and the last elewent, the motor cdlumn, closed into the new area at 1945, At 2100
lst Battalion made contaet with the 117th Infantry, Twc were wounded and seven
prisoners were takem.

On the 9th the regimeat continued its eastward move on foot with the %
exception of the lst Bat'alion which remained in the assembly area prepared to move
by truck haek to Tourmai and aid in repelling a jerman counterattack, The leading
element, the 3rd Battalion, cross=d the I.i, a2t 0800 and followed by the remainder
of the regiment reached the destination in the vicinity of Thys without event., At
1140 the lst Battalion was releas~d and reached the mew area at 2100, The C,F,
closed at 0720 and reached the new area at 1445, Twenty pristmersewere teken,

Oa 3eptembrsr 10th the regiment completed its mova to the isuse, The jrd ! __
Battalion croes~d the 1.F. in Odeur at 0800 followed in column by the lst and 2nd |
Battalions, At 0825 the 1 & R platoon reported the route was clear to the river., | |
The march was made without incident, the motor eoluan clearing into the new area at| '
15%C. The ©.P. opened at Heure-le-~Romain at 1330, ’

Fatrols were sent out to the cinal first to determine that no enemy were
on the Weet bani, wiich was coupleted by 1700, and then te prevent any enemy ,ross-
ings, Meanwhile preparations were made for erossing. 2 priscaers were taken,

Septomber 1llth at 0055 the let boat landed on the east ban«< of the Meuse
83 a reconnaissance patrol. During the morning the 2nd and 3rd Battalions crossed
by ferrying to the island between the ea .al and the river, At 1420 a foot bridge
was completed acroes the canal, and at 1500 the lst Bdtialion was prepared to cross
the river on order. The necessary vehiclas were sent to Liege where a bridge across
the river had already been put in by the lst Division.

By 2040 the 1st Battalion was mcross, and “5* Company with-held fire onm
an enemy column approaching from the north until it was possible to practically
annihilate them, "By 2058 all Battalions were across driving toward the assigned
areas with the mission of taking Vise in the morning. %7" Company was left on tf
island as security to the rear., Three men were wounded ind 6 prisonere were tak

On Septamber 12, at 0645, after being in contact with the snemv all =i~k
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the lst Battalicn lost contact and resumed movement into Vise. The 5rd Battalion l‘
resumed its advance and around 0800 reached its objective in the vieinity of !
Dalhem, At 0756 Division directed that the regiment continue to objectives "' L
and "F" with & halt on Phase Line 12 until the artillery ecould eatch up. &

going .through Longehamp and the Jrd sattalion on the right moving through Bombaye
toward WarBage. The 2nd Battalion picked up *G" Company and moved on behind the
1lst Battalion. At 1125 the lst Faitalion was near Fouron-le-Comte receiving 20um
and rifle fire, and by 1245 they had pushed one company iato the town. The 3rd
Battalion reacred Warsage.on Phase Lime 12 without eanccuntering resistance, but dug

Shortly a”ter 1000 movement was resumed with lst Battalion on the left i
!
in enemy and anti-tank guns were encountered on the ridge to the eadt. \

At 1343 lat Battalion sent two companies around to the right to outflank
the town and »rd Battalion was ordered to resume forward movement and keep in conta
with the lst Battalion. At a short distauce from Phase Lime & both units were to
hold up and wait for the ertillery to cross the river.

After various postponements the vehicular bridge was completed around 1245
but s~veral znishaps slowed uovement and the regimental combat trains and weapon
carriers and support:ing ertillery did not get across until well into the afternoou,

[ atal 1536 Lhe let Lattalion was held up around Fouron-le~Coate. At 1555
the #rd Battalion advaacced to the nose to the east of Warsage and pushed past the ]
right flank of the line establiahed by the lst Battalion. They coantinued on until
10C) yarde insiie the Dutch border near Noorbeck when they were ordered teo dig in i
on Phase Line 10 in contact with the l17th infantry., They were, however, held up
500 yards short of this point, near Terlianden.

Tanks were sent to nelp the lst Battalion and the 2nd Battalion was ianstructy
ed to mop up behind them, From 1830 on -more or lees steady progress was made by
the let Battaliom until they dug in in the vicinity of Banholt. The 2nd Battalion
went into assembly area near Inheer at 2020, The C,F. closed int: the chateau at
Altembrouc« at 2030, Duriug the day 5 were killed, 27 wounded, 1 was wissing aund
56 prisoners were taxen, ' '

Cn September 13, at 0800, the lst Bsttaliom in column of companirs moved. b&
forward from Banholt and the 3rd Battalion on the right with two companies abreast (”
ved forward fros férlinden, The 2nd Battalion, in Regimental reserve remaiued noir’“
:ttembrouck. : {
Reimerstook wasoccupied by the 3rd Battalion at 0935. At 0950 the lst
Battalion was held up by enewy fire from Terwaar and at 1010 a platoon of tanke was
sent to help them. At 1055 *G" Compamy wee moving around to left flank of the lst 9
}
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Battalion toward Houtem and at 1135 "B" Qompany took Termaar, Friendly artillery
fire then held up the lst Battalion for a short time but by 1220 the artiilery had
1ift~d and the lst Battalion passed through Margraten.

At 1136 the 3rd Battaliou was ameeting oonsidereglo small arme fire from I
the vicinity of the railroud cut aear Vosbosch and althovgh enemy was reported seen |
by lst Battaliom pulling cut from in front of the 3rd Battalion, 20 ma and contimu
small arme fire necessitated sendiang tanks at 1345, By 1414 "(* Company wae on the|
edze of Ingber and *L* Company with "I" Company on its right were to attack the toww
frou the west. 4although the bridge was out where the road from Terlinden crossed
the riilroad, "L" Company reached the main East-West road at 1445 and by 1515 rosiitai,
wis described ze light, \
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?rom 1220 on the let Battalion made progrese and although they were held 2
up by enemy arcund 1430, the enemy pulled ocut and were . fired on by ocur artillery. |
At 1627 a few enipers were encountered by 1752 the lst Battalion was im ite goo{ -
erg and was fighting the enemy in 3ibbe. - ‘ {

The 2nd Battalion less "o" Company (which reached Houtem at 1550) started
mving at 1435 and at 1550 closed into its objective at Margratem and Termaar.. The
C.F., moving by bounds, reached ite night's location southeast of Termaar lt_lﬁk?.
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- Kt 1525 the 3rd 3attalion was out of contact with the enemy and moving
rapidly and at 1540 "L" Company was approaching Scheulder, Ingber and Hut. By -
1710 the 3rd Battalion had occupied its aree and was fighting at Eeertsenhoven on !
its northern edge., Except for Cannon Company this was the last action of the day.
At 2130 Cannon Company repulsed a counterattack at Grooteweleden, capturing 6 and
killing one, In 2ll we had 41 wounded and took 172 prisomers,

During the wmoruing of Septewber L4, patrolling was carried on to determine |
erossinge of the Geul River, it 0935 the let Battalion reported m bridge intact
at Valkenburg and wus directed to seize and hold the bridge with a company if neces= |
sary. However, at 1115 _Lhis bridge was also reported blown.w At 1150 it was directe }
‘ed that a platocn each be s=nt to hold each of four bridge sites, 2 by the lst L
Battalicr anc 2 by Lhe 3rd Bavtalion, but at 1145 this wae amended and the lat Bat-
talion was iirascted to send a crmpan ported by heayy weapons to the site in
Valianburs. bl LGhF HB8,ER)LFenlo CuPaEHRLIED Yoty PElenekpr IBLFORRNEE By 1715 the
1st Battalion was in a large fire fight and shortly afterwards received consider-
able enemy artillery. Tanks were sent but thru confus.ng similar town names did
not arrive until 2050 when they were ordered back out ef town flor the night to

avoid the artillery fire, } }

The 3rd Battalion established its bridgeheads without resistance and f
located a ford at Wijlre. During the day 1 was killed, 17 wounded and 73 prisoners |
were taken,
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On the 15th a bridge was put in e=st of Gulpen at 1300 but artillery fire |
prevented building the bridge at Valkenburg. 120 unarmed Dutch soldiers who were |
in Valkenburg and Oud Valkenburg were sent to Mamstirieht to the Dutch Army nuthorit#
Gener:1 Hobbs visited the C.P’, and awarded silver stars to Major Herloang, Captain
Simwous and Lieutenant Krause, In spite of what secmpd aggiet day 20 men were
wounded and 16 prisoners were tacen, Moot of the casualiies were due to artillery
fire in Valkemburg. )
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(n the 16, in accordance with the division order, the regiment advanced ]

at 0800 with the 3rd Battalion om the right, erossing the river st Wijlre and the
let Battalion on the left crossing the river at Valkenburg om & causeway built by |
the tattalion of rubile “rom destroyed houses. Throughout the day the lst Battal- |
ion wet heav’ resistance counsisting of direet fire artillery, mortars and small f
arms, P™ire was particularly he:vy from the hiih ground to the northeast, and a
counteratteck wase repulsed at 1333, The 2nd Armored Dfvision reached the vicinity |
of Valkenburg at 1550 and attacked on the high ground north of Valkenburg in oon—/
junetion with the let Battalionm., With th_.s help it was pceeible finally to clear |
the town and by 1920 the battalion was trying to get to the road junctiom at 3imt |
Pieter to stop there for the night.

The 3rd Battalion encouﬁt.rod,in general, less resistance and was able tq . -
advance steadily, oceupying 7lienraad at 1100, Kruiehoef at 1148, Kdjmont at 1451{
! \
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Ubachsburg at 1900, and oecupying ite objective at 1950.

The 2nd Battalion, at first in rezimental reserve, had the mission of
naintaining contact between the two assault battalions and covering the river
crossings in this area, "7% and "G" Companies filled this missiom until relieved
by the 3rd Pattalion of the 117th Infantry at 1530. Then they followed "F" Gompany
on the left flank of the 3rd Battalion, whi.le the 3rd Eattaliom, l17th Iofantry,
remained at Strucht with a coupany at Ovd Valkenburg.

The regimental C,F, left the vicinity of Termaar at 0920 and moved to
Ingber, They resained here until 2000, and arrived at the C.:. in Elkenrazd at
2040, During the day 1 man was xilled, 22 wounded, and 22 prisoners were taken,

On the 17th, the regiment continued ita advange toward the ua‘ignoﬂ ob-
jectives, The lst Battalion rceumed its advance at 0500 and after goinmg slowly at
first because of mortar, asmall arme and heavy artillery fire was 700 yards beyond
the railroad trackes im Valcenburg at 0745, moving east. At thisitime the lst Bat-
talion had committed lteattached tanks across ite front and was im contact with
Combat Command "A" on the left. The lst Battilion oceupied Kldmmen, [ansdaal,
Kunrade and finally enlered Heerlenm at 173J. 3Sporadic resistance was ensgountered,

The 3rd Battalion moved forward on the right at 0800. it 0940 two cow-
panies were connected wigh "I" on the left and " " on the right, 1000 yards short
of Bengenrade, At 1004 the encmy withdrew and in spite of gome artillery fire the
battalion occupied Bedrenrade at 1030 and went on through bann to the goose-
erg at Onderspeckholy at 1235, It moved on to Terwinselem, e¢learing in at 1553,

The 2nd Bat'alion moved at the same time as the 5rd Sattalion, followed
" behind it, and entered itshrea at Heerlerbaan at about 1430 and fired to aid the
advance of the lat Battalionm, : :

The 3vrd Baftalien, 117th Infantry, was held back to maintain contxct'on
left with the let Battalion. At 1355 they were direcled to move from Keuishoef
to Ubachsbers and closed into their zooseegsz at 1554,

The C.F. set up in Heerlerbaan at 1740, Duriog the day 4 were «<illed,
26 wounded aad 104 prisocoers were Laken, '

September 18, 23 a result of.enemy information obtained from a civilian,
the ar~a of the lst paltalion w:s extended at 0300 to inmeluded certain orzunized
enemy positions which e«isted between the former lst and >rd Battalion positions,
“7% Company of the 2nd Battalion was sitached to the lst Battalion and it wagho
move at 0700 for this purpgose, At 0842 "3" Company was in a fire fight in the woods
by Laumer and a platoon of tants was seut as reinforcement, Throughout the mora-
ing various elements reccived enemy fire but by 1225 it zppeared that the situat-
ion wae satisfactory and that *3" Company reached 1tﬁ“objuctiva.

- At 1400 the lst Battalidn followed by the 2nd moved to the Groemstraat

area-in accordance with Divieion ®iald Order #41. The 3rd pattalion remained in
8ition vntil relieved by the 120th Infantry, This occurred at 1808 and the Bat-

talion stapted at 1810, dome ensmy “ire was encountered in making the move, but
the 1t and 2nd Battalion clesred into their area in fGroenstraat at 2030 aud the
Zrd ‘attalion into its area in the western part.of wagbaeh at 2220, . The C.F,
reached its location at a >rocery in Nicuwenha -em at 1926, There were 3 killed,
14 wounded and 21 priscn-rs taken, '



The next morning, the 19th, at 0755 the O,F, moved to & new locatiom in
a very confortable private residence in the same town. Artillery fire was received
aoon after in the vieinity. Plans were m:de for the assault of the J@##zfried Line
dnd were given to unit comwmanders. 1 man was «<illed, 4 wounded and 20 prisoners
were taken. _ -

On the 20th the C.F, moved to Groenstiraat at 0948 apd preparations were
mide for the assault but were called off definitely at 1153, Patrolling was ium-
mediately resumed to determine strength and location of enemy installations either
on or across the river, and also to determine possible crossing sites. Nightly
contact patrols were also arranged, Three men were wissing and 7 prisoners were
taken.

. On the 2lst it was explained that the attack would probably be postponed 3
until the 29th Division Brom trest had joined the Corps. Om the 22nd certain bombs |
which had been loaded on planes in preparation for the assault were dropped on the |
8degfried Line. The effect of the fire bombs were watehed with interest. Start-
ing on the 25th each battalion in turn went for 2 daye to a trdining area to the
rear where the terrain resembled that to be assaulted in the *triod Line, The
lst Battalion sent 4 companies, the 5rd the whole battalion and the 2nd Battalion
one company,

While these activities were taking place tho e unites not engaged in active
work too: showers, saw a U.3,0, snow, went to movies, and were visited by A,R.C.
Doughnut wagons. In effect all unite of the regiment had close to a weeks rest
although artillery fell throughout the area daily, ItL was even possible to fleed
"B* rations to the rifle companies. This was an outstanding treat since over long
periods of time wheu in acticn or moving rapidly, this was impossible for these unitae.

Por the ten day period September 21 to 30, 4 were killed, 1l wounded, and
45 prisoners were taken,

 ubmitted herewith Unit Jourmal and supporting papers for period.

Tor the ‘ommanding Officer:

H-LLF..'H 3. HUBLARD. JR.'
lst Lieut,, Infantry,
Ad jutiant



