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.roadblocks,one of which was the curve in the road where we nad dug irn
to go on a reconnansnee ahead toward La Gleize-to find our line of the

AQfBrd Battalion of the 119th-I ran into a group of G.I.'s pulling back
-and talked to an Officer whom I knew reil well and all I fo nd out wis

'made at that time of this curve ing. the road , ,which I have seen in =y o
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I was an Ufflcer in Co. D—ll“th Inf.Regiment-30th Inf.Division in
world Wer 2.You have asked me to write of ny events that toak place:
from Dec.l17th-thru Dec.25th,1945-

* We were at that time in a rest area north af Aachen getting resdr
to train for cros:ing of the Roer river in boats.0n Dec.l7th,we were
alerted to move out and without knowing where we were going,we wer
mechanized and goirg south-nt night we stopped near Hauset,B36g Belgio,
The next moring we took off again and with heavgy overcast skies we s*til
did not know¥our destination.There was lot of Luftwaffe airplan Zes in -
the air,but with heavﬁ; fog,thev could be seen for Jjust a monent tefore
dlqaﬂ1ear1ng again.tome of ur jeeps had radios mounted and this was tne
first that I heard as I was travellingin a djeep from our friend—;xis
Sally that the "fanatical 30th Division, dooqevelfs SS troops was going
£o rescue.the: lst Army Spa was-headquarters for the lst ﬁrwy ara e o
Supply Depots were in this area containi g gas.and allied products.If
captured by the Germans,it was enough sup prplies to take them to antwerp.
We detrucked and startpd on foot and stooped a mile to the rear of
Stoumont where we dug in.This line was along a rodd 1rom the south th:t
crossed the Ambleve river to join the Romou Charps- Stoumont-Utavelot
Highway-Daybreakx of Lec.l9th found us dug in in various l.ttle nodes 7
groups of soldieps witi no boundaries-only handfulls of blocking mission
Very heavy fog continued and the nrevious night,the Luftwaffe was d- op—
ing supplles in our midst thinking it was Germqn held ground.This da:
we received tank suprort from a new outfit from the U.S.but with tanks‘
that were back for repairs that had no sights and we set then up on

along the railroad trucks.I was given a mission atout 11:0C Am. thsat doy

utter confusion.lLater found out that over 100 G.I.'s were then captured
that day from the 3rd Battalion and I came back and repotéed this bick
to my Battalion Commander.Our decision then was to stay on our dug in

positions anc w-~it for the Germans to attack us.Around %:00 k.M. on the
19th of Dec.we cnuld hear German tanks ghead of us coming down the i~=d
towards our position.As . I.said-previusly;we-were dug ir on the curve ir
‘the road with our tank supports and waited.When the Panther Tanks can*
around the curve in sight -of us-our tanks cut loose at them and witho .-
any sights on the tanks,their aim was off in that the shelks hit the

cobblestone road and richochette up under the belly of the tanks where
their armor was. thin and exploded the tanks-These young inexperienced

tankers of ours fired 4 shells and knockéd out 3 rFanther tanks and thi:
later on proved to be the furthest advarce that the Germans made in the
Rattle of the Bulge.I had a2 chance to visit this spot 3 yrs ago and wns
shown the marker that is along this' rozd.I was also given actuzl rhotss
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for 28 yeare~It was unbelievable-I.then took my own photes to compare
and now see the tall Fine trees that have gpown up against the sma’ .
treelings that were there in IQA&”Ié checking over a dead Cerman =3.7.-
we dound out that wey were up aga: 3t the elements of the lst 88 Farg.& -
Division-leibstardarte adol-u Eit ie" dound diaries on solcfiers =:id
it was-clear their target was ielge‘hen?e" nf the v.st supply ares
sorving « our lst and 9th J,5..:rmies. Jpe d1'ry showed this ve.rz iermarn
goldier the- they were poing .t- j'und NEW YEAUS EVE in Iaris!-ney .
been really :iven propacands in"*hrHfE*Q*Ldup.The"mﬂrnlng 6 JBC e
found us eounterattacking arainst ~He®in 0f the enemy who i3




"up in utoumﬂﬁf", 1nc*Q' “And- at duek,pqrt of our un*t* ’
had control of the sani¥orium on the hlgh ground Thigmhich gpound ‘ta the' 86
west of 3toumont was vital: to<our attdCk and so we' in.In our yisit-bacx
in 1972-we were shown fox holes .still tbq¥ fror ‘94u d my' wife had ,never
seen one-it ‘was amazing to know: that remallls were still there.Dur: ng thp‘_
night,the Germans counterattack screamirg "Heil Hitler"and' did recapture tort
of the Samitorium in hadd to hard combat.C,, the morning .of* the 21st,we had
lost 4 Cfficers and about haXf of the men ln our rifle companies.It lon tad Dt
all we could do# was to try and hold our position. Oug 2nd Battal*on VYonmarder
was captured- in trying to get around to the rear of the Germans in Ltoyuwor:

He later eocaped and brought information that the Ge 'ran Cormander was “01n;
to withdraw the bulk of *his troops to Le Ggeize,because of this ©PA thre:_,cf'
the 2nd ‘Battalion to his rear. Know1n9 this, rders came down to 86€ACOEOLLC: |
continue our attack efen with our depleted rces and pressure then was ut.’
on from.the West where. we were and also from the: north where other- elerents
of oyr division wwre.Wé.brought 155 Nl howitzers to the high ground and -

-fired 95 1b.shells dlrei§}y -into,Stoumont.On Dec.2-nd with the .pressure fr m
the West and North,Stourfont fell' to: us.h:- hospltal in town found'pany of our.gl
wounded and. capturcd G.I.s.as well as: nerman soldlers._‘;gﬂ s R S J
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On Dec 23rd we moved towardq Le Plexze an& we ha by thls tlme recelved :
heavy artlllery support from our rear and w un Le Glelze aIl,gagb;ong‘ﬂi
.and "into "thé~ nL%?ﬁ‘we ggr@ﬁalsq‘ﬁ”ld Ehatw Smans wore “Tunning out’ of :
. ammnition and® fuel for."their vehlcles and tanks Onathg morming of Pec.24th, =
at around 6:00 Am.we then noticed the German equipment -being blown up and vet’
on fire,and within 30 seconds  a. géd off fire shovn all around.We again pusr.ed
into Le Glel ,e and got residance from:the church area,and l,ter found a
fanatic band of 5SS troops were hollng-ﬁp and giving us trouble.We directed
fire unto the church and knocked them: ou+ but virtually destroyed the church.
All during the war,we showed respedt as*much as we could to churches,but fornd
many times,the Germans would use the steeples for. directing artilery fire on
us and we had no other choice but to destroy this vantage point they h.d.} e _
captured over 100 German SS troops and released 170 of our own American G.I.s
. who had.been captured earllpr 88 is. stated,plus many wounder soldiers that we
‘-found® inathe -church.But alsaAwlth the sadness that thru the.gea ¥y artillery
_‘fire -onlLe” Glelze we 'killed many of our own G.I.s who were prisioners at thut
~time . B I 'found in the church: & .good fellow'Offlcer friend of mine whom I ©0&6
“trained with back in U.S. for: many months’ and came over to the Wa r together
and he was sent. to a’ dlfferent company than I was.Our Battali®h Commander 1
looking over the German soldiers saw . man:’ ‘of them wearing brand new G.I. boots
and wool trousers and here ‘our own- soldiers had on: boots that the soles were
“wore thru and worn out wool trousesw.He marched the German soldiers into the
town square and made them in’ the snow and bitter cold take off their trousess
and boots.Wd then handed them back to our own. G. I s who needed themn. Ican still
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stood barefoot in the snow and some W1thout trousers on.Flghflng wis stlL. &
going on along the northe-st bank of the river near Trois Ponts,but it wic
over in the afternoon.The next day-Dec.25th-Xmas day found the first sight

of the sum on a real cold,but still day.We witnessed a big air battle over .
hea®?s as this was the flr%t day of good wwether for our Rig bomkters fo Ily anc
’they were escomted ty fighter planes and the German fighter planes met ther
.,right over us.We' ‘saw. some ‘spectacular "dog fights" in the air and one Geroon
planﬁe came down’ not too far out of IeJleze ard the pilot parac%ut“pd ﬂowr A% ¢!
our linesy” ﬁ»ﬂ*h;g o 5 T w - 3

%3 This ended the 1}L-fated blltz of the lst SS }anZer D1v131on By thp t1

the Lelbstardarte adolph hitler w1hhdrew it had lost two-thirds of its etuly
1}'ment and half of its flgh*lnﬂ men with at least 2500 combat troops dead.

- '" My fate from then on was to go back up north to cointinae with our =3
to cross. the Roer and Rhihe rivers by boat ard work our way to the Cit, %
._Fagdeburg on the Elbe river whire we waited for 18 days to meet the duc;Lnnw.
" We could have gone right into Lerlin as we had no opposition and g it oW
" left of the Ge:-man ermy was used against the Russians.But thru.our weax ¢.-2
- macy of the "Yalta" conderence-our sick leader at that fime-FDR-h,d given
#in to Stalin for tak: BE Be~l n'and this was a*blg migtake as, 1t has shown 1
later.I hope this info' will bo helvalJ ;Q YU, 1n hhat vou gag use. =
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