16 Aug 44 ‘ ‘ ‘
Interview: ca@:- Freemen, HQ (O, }"I‘*"“* Bn, 117th Inf
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-Statistics onf Counterattack at Mortain, 7 Aug 44

On 6 hng the Bn strength was as follows:

800 EM, which included 120 replacement.s, received on
Thursday and Satudrday of that week.

28 0 (T/0 strength 35) These 28 included two new 0sS
in C Co.

Casual ties: 352 men
7 officers
25 men returned via straggler line, following
our artillery back, i.e. golng back in the
N direction ff the sound of our artillery.
These 25 men were from C Co

Casual ties broken down:

A Co 2 officers (leaving 140 & 12 men)
B 2 LR leaving 3 0 & 120 men
C S leaving 1 0 & 35 men
D 1 B leaving 5 0 & 145 men
Hq leaving 3 0 & 90 men

The road block to the North was mannedby:
' pl ofB Co

sec HMGs

bzooka team

i) 0
AT guns gL kﬁﬁ??ﬁ '
J"’”\,,»r‘”

o

Those to the South and scutheast menned by: 1 bazocka team
squad ofInf

No guns

Roland G ruppenthal
Capt Inf
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Intervicws with: ".L/L'c Rol,be:f-t Cushmen, cmdg ord Fl, B Co, 1i7th Inf
T/sgt Lpnald F. Renshaw, F1 Sgt, AT Fl, Bn Hdq, lst

Gl-3y® T

Mortain Counterattack, 7 August 44, sction at the
Crossroad North of le Fantay

At the CR were the following: £ S7mm AT gums

2 HiiGs
ist sSquad, Srd Fl, B Co (incl
: 1l BAR team

2 men with AT grenades)

Along the trd 1 was the &rd P1 Hg---r1l 5gt, runner, Pl guide,
end Lt Cushmen

Near thetoy of thehil wé_re tyxa Znd enddrd squads of b.e Fl,
a8 ind cated:* N

i G

e

/’;\ |

All wasquiet in the aftern oon. Thelst Liv arty observer, with

/
Doy @

whom we td ledbefor: hls departure, saiu Hes tuought tae.e were tanks
to the North, but there was nothing more saidor heard about it.
st about 2030-£100 2 or S half track cycles were seen at tae curve
in the trail benond, and tanks were hedrd in the distarce. Later
more tanks wers hear., after cvark, undthiey came up the trall withing
firing ran e, but we dian't fire for fsar of revealing our position,
One of the gunners of the G section came up the hill te Lt Cushman
and asked Tor artillery fire on ths tank oositicns, wnlch was re-
quested, but none was uelisvereu at the time. st about mionight or
snortly after, the tanks returmad, tiis time auvancing up the trail,
with grensdiers. 4t the same time enemy mortars firea on us. &gt
fenshaw!s 57 now fired sbout 10 rounds of sF and 5 Hu and nit the

tank., In the meantilme the tanik began firing on us, &ud also bazookas,
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killing two of our men, one of them .he 3 man of thegun crew,

Tne #2 man was wounded, and Lt Bookter (wiho commanded the AT platoon)
was also hit. The position was untenable, and Lt Bookter ordercd-the
group to withdraw, for German infentry was «dvancing now and our MG
section had firedall its ammunition. The group moved up the hill

to B Co's CP to get aid for the wounded men, Col Franklsnd ordered
B Co to reestablish the posltion, however, so Lt Cusiman, ord Fl

ldr, formed a patrol of ¢ or 10 men and started back down the hill,
advancing to a position where theycould hear the Germans tdl Ling, al-
most to their original position. The rl sgt had had trouble getting
the men to ?eturn. they were hesitant, so vushman fl nally gatiered

8 men, took them down to theright of theposit ion. Five of tuerifleme n
were out of ammunition, however, and haa to be pulledback to get
amnmunition., By thaet time our artillery began hitting the RJ. Some
of the rounds Tell s.ort and wounded o of themen., Lt Cushmean said
he was = upset by that time that he never did get themen back to the
podition they were supposed to hold. Ifour ofhis men had besn posted
on the right ¢c contact A Co, but he found thehedgervw deserted.

By this time it was about 0430, and 3 men from thecriginal road block
group returned to the positicn half way upthe hill, Pvts Dan holton,
Cecil Mitchell and Ratliff had remained in their foxnole at tnhe
roadblock, undiscovercd,. &t one btime Uesrman tanks, maneuveri.g

at the road Uloﬁk, hud dlmost overrun their cov.r ed foxhole on the
other side of the road, and foltcn was ready to surrender. But the

5 held out aldfiJally started back to the position onthe hill., One
German shouted "Halt" as they workedtheir way up, but the & jumped

a hedge, laid low for a minubte, tihen wsnt back. They hud no wpyss.

5y daylight the platoon had suffured screral casual ties---the platoon
5gt and 2 rifiemen from our owmy artillery, the 4 on therignt mad
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5 lortain, ‘1107619
cisappeared, so C'fbnmd.n decided to withdraw .:z_-ther up the trail,
joined Co Hq. By that time the German tanks were in the fields and
on the road. The Lt met Col Frankland on the hill, who ordered him to
wove nis ulatoon bact to trail 280 to bulld a line, Two guns of the
AT platoon haa been lost, andthe 3rd cduldn't be retricved and .as
knocked out the followi g day.

In the meantime the lst rlatoon of B Co haa been sent to relieve
C Co leav.ing a gap ontne lelt. Tanks appeared 1n tie tra 1 to the
northwest, firing u. the heuges andthreatening our flank, the
end platoon. The AT gun was knockedout and The squac had withdrawn,
T/8gt Grady dorkman (2nd Pl.toon) ordered his men to withdraw. ®ix
of his men, in the center, eithsr failsd Bo get tie message or Iclt
the y couldn't move @nd stayed intheir postion whilethe rest withdrew
at 0830. Theeneny ulidn't discover them, Ir:wweve:-, and the © men heldo
out during tne typhoon attack, iorming a U S5 with their railcoats
to tell the friendly planesof their postione. Those © men remalned
in position till 17.0, when ey w kedtneir way bpack to our lines,

doland G :uppenthal
Capt Inf
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Interviews with: g/Sgt omés C weight, 1st ) -, 4 Co, 117th Inf
Pvt Bryne dones, Wpnz Fl, 4 Co
vt Nio dems Natale, Srd pl, 4 Co
t #rancis R Banner, &nd squad, let Fl
Eab’t xbie devie. e, ord sguad, lst pl.

G- 34?@

A's (117th Inf) sction inthe Mortein Counterattads 7 aug

(The fdllowing facts ars bf inbterest in ® nsidering the acti.n: the
CO of 4 Co, L& MacArthur, h ad been v thh btae Co only aweck; the
ord platoon had no of ficer; it was commandecd by sgt Carl Briziaine.
The Co had a strength of 1355 men, hav.ng rece¥ved 55 replacemsnbs
(grezn men) on the precedng £ days. It cleims to have had no bazooe-
kas exdno srtillery sapoort.)

Co & book positions, a@s indiest.d on the sketeh, on Sunday
af ternooh, rclieving men of thelst Div. The men fhg relicvedto_d
them they knew of :mly a few enemy out front, "sut they gave us abll
last night." Co 4 was in position only a short time when it received
artillery fire, wich continuedsporadically that night, andduring
the night "burp puns” could be heard. The men were in generd in
2-man Toxholes, with one man remain ng on watch. A4t 0430 &ll men
were aweke andup.

At 0600 tenks approached 4 Compm §'s position from.thetra 1 to
t..e Tortheast aic up theroadfrom thenorthwest, having forced the
road block tec the morth. & Company's block to the sast had also been
overrun, bdng a ratier weak outpost menned by & few riflemen &nd a
bazooka team. The 3rd platoon was hit from thersar, by tanks.
Sgt Robert O'Walley, lst squad of the 3rd platoon, sent 2 men back
to the CP to et them know what was happening. In the meantime,
mowever, the fight became aa‘ hot that onescuad headed back toward
B Co. five men succ-eded inmaking gocd thelr escape, tusc only men
of the 5rd platoon to do so, the rsmainder being either captured,
wounded or killsd, |

In the mesntime thefnd platoon wasg surrcunded by ’t;ami_s and inf-

antry, coming #mmm up both roads, frm the northeast ma northvwest,



A i p4 5 -—Car v

"o, in'cauntaréiiadk; A Co, 11?Ehd1nf' . ot
ard was capturew. The Co CF with its Hq pe. omnel sffered the
same fate. Capt Macarthw, 1/sgt Clarence Hd 1 andall theHq personnel
including the mail orde.ly, medics andcooks, andthe radios, were
cap tured. ‘

To the northwest tanks had also fannedout into thefields held
by the lst platoon, striking between thelst anddrd squads. Une tank
blew a gap in thehedgerow directly in front of8/sgt abble Révierc
gnd his 8rd squad. It was very foggy andthe tamkx couldn't be seen
until very close. 3Sgt Héviere was 'n a hnolewith gt (platoon guide)
Wright. right salid "Should we shoot him, Abble, saould we shoot
him?" But Sgt Heviere tuwm ght it bect not to expose themselves,
nor to attempt escape through thegsp in the hodgerow to thelir rear.
So they cecided to meke a legpoverthe hedgerow. Before coing so,

Reviere tola the ass't squad leader, Sgt #rancis F Vadrine to with-
draw &lso. But Vadrine atteupted escape throuphthe gap, along wth
two other men, one ofwiom was kil ed. Vadrine was wonnded. ieviere
then proceeded to pull he squad back himself, having his men jump
the hedge.f.

Tre 1st squaw, under Sgt Wm H Jenkins, was ¢ t offfrom the
rest of the platoon as a result of thetank drive up thenill. No
esceape waspossible to the east or through town. Although losing some
of his men to G fire he decids d to t&k e a chance on extricating

il s squed (5 men) by going Horth through the enamy. Sgt Yenkins
assisted by Sgt George Csp (ass't sguad lezder), therefore bsgan to
lead nis men downthe h.11l through enemy terridory to thenorth ana
morthwest, adsucceeded ingeting most of thesquad back to B Co, al-
though he ssys "a maciine gun chasedus most of theway." They came upam
e tens in a trell, saw that it wos camouflaged and thought it was

friendly. ''They stopped for s moment, then saw its barrel snowly rise,
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decideu to get 0&;. Lt Leonard kurrsy, pl 1 ader, was with this
group anu hac nis carbine shot in two on the way back.

Just to the front of the 3rd squad a seétion'of LMGs had taken
position on theedgs of theroad. when thetanks came up from belLow
the section had to pull off theroad andiscon it realized it was
surrounded by eneny. Then the Air Force begsn t. bomb. The section
decided to split. One group tkied to return to friencly tercitory
by going up the hill thr.ush town, secking cover in herns. rvts
Bryne Jones andiaymond Cizmowskl decided to take a longer route,
but one they considered safer, ‘Their choice provedgood, £ r the
remainddr of thesection was never heard from again., dJones md (Clz-
mowskl headed north into the draw, staying there ‘till dark. BSombs
from Brl tish Typhoons droppedpretty clos to them and Cizmowsil hud
his BAR blown out of hishinds, but Jones said "it was better than b
being captured,” The two men finelly struck out to tue east, cir-
cled arcound South to A Co w:idh was be ng rearganized the following
day, wnence they were sent to the regimental CF.

With theexception cofabout 6 men ‘n the 3rd platoon, only the
lst platoon returned tothe rear in eny strength. &ll of theznd
platqon was lost, &heentire Hq group, sandmo.t of the Ird plutonn
d s0, & Co nownad a strenghh of 28 men. - fter 4 days fighting the
Co consisted of 1 off'icer and about 15 men.

Rolanc G Huppenthal
Capt Inf
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Intervievs 'e»arfi.ih:r Lt Col '-'Lmuel Mecuowell, - ,;0, Spd en, 11l7th Inf
- 1/Lt Yohn Frejleam, CO, I Co, 117th Inf
Capt Eq.warc%i B 'parris, CO L Co, 1l7th Inf

P

drd Bn, 117th Inf, in tue Counterattack, 7 dug

Tre 3rd Bn (£G Co) held positions as indic atedon the sketch.
This Bn plays a relatively unimportent role in the Court erattack,
but does play 2 part neverthd ess., Col Machowell states that tue
119th Inf wag sup csed to be to the nmorth, {illing thegap bet ween
the 117t Inf* andthe 59th Inf (7), but that the 119th wasn't there,
so the Vol ordered patrols sent out to contact the 9ti... He suys
he felt very ex ocsed, with nothing to thenor th.

Lt Prejean ofl €o stat-s thatthe Mayor of le Memll Tove
(endo ther Frenchmen ) came to him n Sdnday andwarnsd him of the
ag:embly of Germens iathe vic of Bel lefontaine (whth was wooded,
rdgh groamd ), including tanks (about 100). Lt rrejean reported tais
to Col Maclowel, wic passed it on up to Livision., Frejean was finally
told rot to sp resd ruuors! However, Lt Frejemmn sent putrols out, m
meinly to the northesst. One, ofl4 men under S&t Robert Davis, went
to Juvigny, with the misd onof working Northeast. They en® untered
a Germen patrol northeast of Juvigny, which 0t e ofour men.

On theafternoon of the attack Col Yohn®n re orted that Germens
hed infiltrated fromthe Southsa:.t enchad reached t® Cannon Co behind
the regimenteél . Col MaclDowell sent a platoon ofK Co, 1 squad
frew L Co plus 4 cooks ad 2 other men of G Co---gll under Capt zd em
of G Co to aldin cleaning out the enecm y. 'They killed © “srmans,

wounded 1 anutook ene PW. <Thegroup came back sndsent Lhe night
behind L Co, in the 3rd Bn area,.
Tne enany ket infiltrating from thenorth into the srd “n area,

for 2 or & days after. In gnersl they came up thetrails mddraws



2 3rd Bn 117th Inf in Morbain attack Lo
from the morth. " e patrol of 14 from I Co .ound & group of Germans
el Juvigny tryimg to setu.a G am a roacl' block there. Another
patrol of Kk Co cg tured end wounded some “ermans 1o the vwoded draws
to the North. At la Chsumondlere L Co establisheda road block
(ondsting of a bazooka tean, a BAR and 6 riflemen) to keey German
tra fficg off at nmight, but it was nct maintdned dw ing the day.
The Jerries dug in right arond the podtion.

huch of theverman activity was am Brently reconnal ssance. Germ
msn scout cars got up to our AT guns Scuthwest of la Fieife.

The Bn Hv Wpns were behlnd K, to cover draws to the front,

In genardl , the 3rd Pn activity to ok .the form of patrols,
met Infilteathg Germens and recomaissarce elements,

Kolind G Ruppenthal
Cap © Inf



mt-ewiéw: Capt. /Richardson, 8-3, lat Bn., 39th Inf.

Lt. Robert Bell, s-2, lst, Bn., 39th Inf.
S 70 WCharle s Sheffel, CO, C Co., 39th Inf.
' ls‘b Bn., 39 . in Germsn Counter-attack, 7 Aug 44

_ On Aug 4-6 the l1lst Bn had attacked northeast from the vicinity
of Juvigny towsrd Cherence le Roussel and had as its objective the
high gmund in the vicinity of le Mont Turgon. By Sunday evening
the Bn. had meached the lires indivated on thé sketch. @lthoug:\
gou ¢ had reat;hed its posi tion by 2 somewhat‘peculiar route, Cos.
C and B had attacked north sabreast from_J’uvign_y, and both hbad\_dri.ﬁd
someWhat to the east, especially C Cb. OCapt Sheffel sald his
Co. had drifted east at la Bernardayé on Saturday, in the direction &I
of Gd. Dove eand la Soufficiere. No preliminary reconnaissance had
been made, and he found he was considerably off h:{s course. He
decided, tnerefore, to follow the 50 or 60 meter codntour upstrem
then cmt back towards la Gallérie in apder to avoid the lowest
gz’ound in front of the Germsn positions. He recelved 6 tanks to
I.'a_‘s?:_ti:iport the Co's movement , They were sent up the le Mesnil
g Tm're road east and at dusk one pla toon of C Co. was sent down
the Barthelemy - le Houssel road with instuctions to cross the
bridg and join up with the rest of the Co. at les Forges.
However , the tanks stopped at the bridge (it was getting::dark), A
and the lone platoon was ordered to continue on amd join B Co.,
for the remeinder of C was still ‘oo.the east. C Co. ran into
Jerry at the trail junction west of la Poignerie at 2400. The
neXt morning Col. Tucker moved B to C's left flank after C ran
into difficulty with the enemy. C fimally came south the'rrain

road, west to the trail ruming north from the "V" in the
Cherence le Roussel end took the position indicated on the sketch].
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Ricardson, $63, lst Bn., 39th

In reaching this position the Bn, had run into sharp opposition,
so that at nightfall, as Capt Richardson said, " the Bn., was in a
very weak posi tion,! on low ground, wlth both flanks open." The

Co. C lime ran around the orchard just south of le Mont Turgon
" and then south across the masin road from Berthelemy md was 500
yards in front of B md B. The whole Bn was on ground nearly 100
meters _below the crest of the hill, with the enemy looking down
their throats.

At 2230 Sundgy night 2 German reconnailssance motorcycles came
up the #3 road towerd le Cherence and passed right through C Ca's line,
They were Enocked out by B Co. About midnight ¢ Co men heard armor
going by 1000 yards to the South (road from Gd. Dove to le Mesnil
Tove) but thought it was friendly. The first German attack came at

: ab"aut- 0200 Monday morning, following artillery fire. This attack
was by in:f‘ant;-y, initially, from direction of le NMont Turgon, but
tanks &l so fired from the north end to the south tmks hit the two
rogd blocks in fromtof C Co =- one 6n the main rogd consisting
of 2 tanks, mires, 1 section HMG snd riflemen of C Co., &nd the
other at the trail junction at la Gallerie, consisting of mines,

infentry
1 section HMG snd 1 tank. Germang attacked ¢ Co's position in the .
orchard, set fire to two houses there, so that "the whole damned pla ce
was 1it up like a Christmas tree', according to T/Sgt. Edward
Carmey of the srd platoon. Both le lMesnll Tove and le Rous‘sel were
under fi:r'e. dlso ad the 9th Ren pl's road block west- of Bd. Dove was
forced, and an M 8 hit. At 0300 C Co lost contmekr with B Co
and shortly after was driven back to thé rear of the orchard. B



3 Capt. Ridhardso'n,. 8-3, 1lst Bn., 39th

had been &l erted end plans were made to tie the left flank of C
with B.

It had become clear that the main attack of the Germen
armor was not coming up the #3 road past Co. € - no tmks appeared o n
this road after the first attach - but slong the paralled roads to
the couth.

Just before 9400 German ta ks, horsedrawn carts and infantry
were _:-_-e-ported heading west towards le Mesnil Tove on the #4 road
from Gd. Tove; at 0400 Germen tanks were reported advmcing on
Cherence le Roussel; and an hour later 10 to 15 were reported faming
out just southeast thersof. The mein lineSof advance apparently
were the #4¢ road and the pafall’ed trail Jjust to the north which |
Capt. ‘Richardson described as just as good as a No 4 road.

40 At G416 A Co was attasked from the hill, end wmx wlthdvew
about 300 yard.s; Apparewly this was simply dlversionary, however,
or Intended as a holding action.

C Co. was in a vulnerable position, having an extended line,
coﬁm' ing € roads and the enemy on higher ground to the front, while
Butoth s neoeibd srkne xARnGritdemien  to the south was only the 9th
Ren to maintd n coatenct with the 3rd Bn. of the 1l17th. But the
roadblock at la Gallerie held, alded by tamks on.the 746th . Five
hundred yes.rq.s to the west vhe:re B Co's line crossed the rad |
three 8P TDs guerded the approach from the east, and at the houses
just east of cherence le Roussel were 2 more TDS. But the north
end of C Co's lime began to bend under the enemy onslaught, &lthough
C Co " contimued to fight from the sunken trail in the rear. The

Bn. begged for artillery but couldn't get it due to a shortage
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of ammunition. Ay abotit 0430 an air mission on the le Roussel-Mesnil Tove
road wasrequested for the earlie st possible time after daylight, but no
clearance could be obtained from Cubtom 6 (CG, 30th Div), C:pt Richradson
saidv“olm- mortars saved us again,” Mortar fire was laidon "everything that
moved" on the trail to Poignerie, inmto thedraw to theNortheast andinto le
Mont Tuggon. The enemy didn't exploit its gains in thewoods at la Galleries,
and by OL45 C Co wasback in its old position.

Ay 0500 enemy tanks fanmed out East and North ofle Mesnil Tove,
threatening theBattalion from thevulnerable Southg flank, Butby mid-
mrning things looked better., The 2nd Bn had stoppedan attack in its area,
and the 3rd Bn was sending K Co down between le Mesnil Tove andB and C
Co$s south flanks, Later in the day G Co of the 8th Bumm Infantry came
down and took up a pesition on the trail in extension of B (Co!'s line.

F aft the 8th took position south ofthe town and ¥fgf/ E Co south of the
road/ at le Fontaine. G Co of the 2nd Bn, 39th Inf sent a squad behind
B Co to meet any threat te B Co's road block.

The Battﬂion coninued the fight for 4 more days, at the end ofwhich
the Ggrmans fulled out. German infantry attackedevery day and night, but
without tanks., On the 8th a hedgerow between B and Somfmmmmes

C Cos

was mined, close to the road, The Germans saw it, however, and drove sheep
ahead of them to detonate the mines, C Co sufféred 4O casualties in the

L days of fighting, but only 2 fatalities.

The lst Bahtalion, 39th Inf, had felt the fringe of the German atmored
attack, the main force of which was felt to the south andhadbeen repulsed,
although with heavy losses, particularly to the lst Bn, 117th Inf,

(Capt I Sheffel told about the American supplies erroneously dropped
Egst of la Gallerie, intended for the 2nd Bn, 120th@nf on the hill East
of Mortamn, which fell into the hand s of Germanswho left notes thanking

us for the chocolate, cigarettes, the ammunition ete.
Roland G Ruppenthal, Capt Inf
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{Miscel lmecus: On the night of fhe 7th Grady's platoon wae:c sent

-~
Interview with: ' /igt Grady Jorkmsn, =Znd _.

out to protect t:e road amd2 eneny tanis which had been le £t imbact,
ryts Ray H Hill andidwin #els i1 maneaver d up to theroad tiabt
alternoen amc pd ore with a bazooks ; rfc Ven benary got ano ther

tank on ti';e roezd &t the same time. Gnemot o in oreoftihic mmasn
tanks wiich had been left intact ran » r seversl hours after tie
Typhoons. haa left. Grady's .lato n took up a positio: from the
roud north--=-ore scusd on the road sndthe zZnd ana 3rd sxltendling
left., imemy camw ot to poas the tane thet n ght, but they

dian't sacceed)

On thegmornirg of tlhe Bth the Gerwans asttacked again, at 0500,
coming in from the right emifront, sgains € the knd platocn. Lhey
rushea tie position, throwing .otato m:she rs ever th ¢ hed erows, wnd
e of them sven Jumping the hedges right inmto B Co's positions.

- Two saracs of tre platoon, on theright, pulled back to a sunken
treil to teke up firirwg positions. ilokman held nis vosition on the
left ithone scusd until dayligib. “orkman got the sduad organi zed,
’ooia tem to work back. He gstarteu wp _'imself, locke darmound and s&aw
a Jeriy rilks up over the hedge, geve it to him with nik Tomy uwun.

‘e?e attaclked (1st and 2nd platoons); pgained 3 hedges, W th the
gid of mortars sndartillery (mortars in m nken road), but we h.d to
peturn to theZr hedge. On ‘nursday, the 10ta, I Go was to attack
through B Co, fdled © get through. ,ermmns had tenks firing from
cdug-in positicne, liGs, Lortars =tc. Un Fridegy we still mede no
aprecisble advaace. By 3Zab.nowever , the enemy hrd withdrawn, I

occupied thetown, in C Co's position.
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On themornirg of the7thh there was an aamunition sliortage.
dorkmen states that his men scavenged all over for amunition, got
some from G Co, some from the 4th WMiy. No venicles could come
wp therocad, » 4l supplieshad to be carriesd from the regiment, by
hand .
Platoen leaders, B Co
2nd F1 Lt Wm. X ser (vowded, s Szt dorkamn tok over)
orda P1 Lt Cusamen, till the 10th
4th Fl Lt slwood Daddow
lst Fl Sgt J. d. Parks, till the 10th
CO of the Co.--Capt Hendrickson, till the 8th when he
| was wourded (?) a o« then Lt Spiker.

Rol nd @ “‘ppe nthal
Tapt Inf



